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Situation  end  dispositions  of  the  Irish  enemtf.  ••  .No  ge- 
neral  confederacj/  formed  against  the  English .  •  •  •DisoT" 
iers  of  Irelnnd  encreased  hy  the  accession  of  Henry  the 
sixth •  •  t  .Proceedings  of  an  Irish  parliament.  •  •  •Bishop 
of  Meathy  deputy  to  the  earl  of  Marche  •  •  •  •  Violently  op^ 
posed,  t  •  m Scandalous  accusation  against  him. . .  .Succeed' 
ed  by  the  earl  of  Ormond.  •  •  .Irish '  enemy  reduced » . .  • 
Pathetic  representations  to  England  of  the  weakness  of 
Irish  government ... .  Complaints  of  the  Irish  subjects , .. . 
. . .  .Remarkable  indulgences  granted  to  the  earl  ofDes* 
mond. . .  .Ormond  supplanted. .  •  .His  magnanimity  %  •  »  • 
Address  to  the  king  to  remove  him  •  •  • .  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
chief  governor. . .  .His  adtninislration.  •  •  .Prosecution  of 
Ormond. . . .  Origin  of  the  attachment  of  the  fiouse  of 
Butler  to  the  Lancastrian  princes.  ^ 

1  HE  accession  of  Henry  thej63urth  to  the  throne 
of  England  laid  the  first  foundation  of  those  bloody 
contesits  between  the  factions  of  York  and  Lancaster 
which  were  severely  felt  in  Ireland  ;  and  for  many 
years  raised  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  reforma- 
tion and  settlement  of  this  distracted  country.  A 
serious  attention  to  the  state  of  Ireland^  and  a  vigo* 
rous  prosecution  of  its  necessary  service,  required  a 
reign  of  security  and  tranquillity  in  England,  as  well 
as  a  temperate  and  discerning  monarch. .  A  succes- 
sion effected  by  intrigue  and  violence,  was  naturally 
followed  by  a  reign  of  auxiety.  and  commotion ;  .sind 
confined  Henry  to  the  measuroH  necessary  for  his 
defence,  thai  he  mi^ht  fi)^li\talu  and  transmit  the 
dignity  he  had  acquired.  Am^ng  the  &ir  professi- 
ons of  a  king,  who  was  peculiariy  obliged  to  affect 
reformation  and  vigilante  of  government,  the  affairs 
of  IrelamI  were,  however,  declared  to  be  a  particu- 
lar object  of  his  attention, 

A  suBsiDT  for  three  years  was  granted  by  the 

Cotton.     English  parliament  for  the  service  of  this  part  of 

his  dominions :  an  ordinance  was  issued  for  reviving 

and 
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and  enforcing  the  statute  against  Iri^  absentees: 
the  archbishops  of  Armagh  and  Dubinin  who  were*y»*^* 
deputed  by  an  Irish  parliament  to  repair  to  the  king, 
and  to  lay  before  him  the  state  ana  grievances  of 
the  country,  were  graciously  received  ;  and  Henry's 
second  son,  Thomas  duke  of  Lancastclr^  was  ap- 
pointed vicegerent,  and  sent  into  Ireland  to  give 
weight  and  dignity  to  the  government  by  his  per- 
•onal  administration,  but  not  before  it  had  been  for 
some  time  entrusted  to  Stanley  and  Scroop,  two 
English  knights,  in  whose  goveminent  the  publiq 
disorders  were  found  to  be  encreased,  and  the  in- 
testine  commotions  of  the  country  aggravated  by 
imvauiHis  of  the  Scots.     They  had  declared   war 
a^inst  Henry  soon  after  his  accession.    The  vici- 
nity of  the  northern  Irish  province,  the  weak  ancf 
declinins^  state  of  the  English  interest  through  this 
whole  district,  and    the  mvor  and  support  which  . 
they  received  from  the  native  Irish,  tempted  them 
to  several  descents,  by  which  they  gained  some  set-^^-  Tur. 
tlements  in  Ulster,  and  assisted  the  Irish  enemy  tor^^*"°* 
overrrun  this  province.    Donald  of  the  Isles>  as  he 
is  called,  and  his  brother  John,  were  principal  lea- Cox. 
ders  in  these  petty  invasions ;  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
fitted  out  some  ships  against  the  enemy,  but  their 
Meet  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  a  total  defeat. 
The  pacification  of  Leinster  and  Meath,  and.  the 
repressing  tlie  insurgents  of  Munster,  proved  more  Rot.  Tuf, 
than  sufficient  for  all  the  efforts  of  the  governor;  soBerm. 
that  the  king  was  obliged  to  assign  him  a  deputy  for 
the  province  of  Ulster,  Sir  Gilbert  Halsail,  who  had 
lull  powers  to  treat  with  the  Scoots  and  northern  Irish. 
Thomas  de  Burgo  was  also  appointed  to  exercise 
the  like  powers  in  Connaught. 

The  arrival  of  the  duke  of  liancaster  in  I^etl^ld,A.  D. 
though  accompanied  with   no  considerable  force, '^^ 
promised  more  auspidous  events.    Complaints  of 
the  oppressions  of  former  governors  were  received 
with  sudicient  gr^ce^  and  the  subjects  assured  of 

effectual 
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effectual  redress.  For  this  purpose*  commissions 
lyere  appointed  to  hold  inquisitions  in  several  coun- 
ties, to  ascertain  the  names,  number,  and  damages 
of  those  who  had  been  spoiled  by  arbitrary  exacti- 
ons, and  the  persons  from  whom  they  had  sustained 
such  injuries.  The  hopes  of  redress,  quieted  and 
united  the  subjects,  a  circumstance  of  no  inconside- 
rable effect  in  repressing  the  local  disorders  to  which 

Marlb.  the  English  districts  of  greatest  consequence  were 
exposed.  The  marauding  septs  of  Wicklow,.  were 
sieverely  chastised  by  the  arms  of  the  magistracy  of 
Dublin.  The  degenerate  English  in  Argial,  who 
taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  several  powerful 
subjects  summoned  to  parliament,  had  committed 
the  most  alarming  violences,  were  repressed,  seized, 
condemned  to  die,  and  their  lands  declared  for- 
feited to  the  king.     Yet  it  was  deemed  prudent  to^ 

Cotton,  pardon,  and  to  allow  them  their  possessions  during 
their  lives,  as  government  was  too  ^eak,  and  the 
tiumbers  of  such  offenders,  as  well  as  their  influence, 
too  considerable  for  a  rigorous  execution  of  the 
law.  Several  of  the  Irish  chieflains  of  Leinster 
renewed  those  submissions  to  the  duke,  which  they 
bad  formerly  made  to  king  Richard;  and  it  was 
deemed  a  matter  of  some  nioment,  that  O'Reilly, 
the  head  of  a  great  northern  sept,  submitted,  and 
did  homage,  covenanting  that  the  services  he  had 
paid  to  the  earl  of  Ulster,  should  now  be  faithfully 
secured  to  the  king,  during  the  minority  of  Morti- 
mer earl  of  Marche.  Even  such  petty  incidents 
served  to  give  credit  to  the  English  government ; 
and  as  Leinster  seemed  to  be  at  peace,  a  parliament 
was  summoned  at  Castledermot,  particularly  for 
considering  of  the  most  effectual  means  to  repel  the 
insurgents  of  Ulster,  and  to  drive  out  the  Scottish 
invaders.      The  subjects  of  the  county  of  Dublin 

Rot  T     granted  a  subsidy  for  this  service,  which,  on  the  re- 

Berin.  "'^  turn  of  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  vas  pmsecuted  with 
greater  zeal  than  power,  during  tho  administration 
of  tlic  earl  of  Ormond.      The  citizens  of  Dublin 

and 
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and  of  Drogbed^  eollecfted  their  several  troops/ and 
even  carri^   the  marauding  war  to  the  coasts  of 
Scotland,  vrhere^^lk  revenged  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy    by    their   acpredations.     Their  hostilities 
were  extended  to  Wales,  from  whence  they  returned 
in  triumph^  and  with  ail  the  importance  of  victory, 
deposited^   in  the  cathedral  of  Dublin,  a  shrine  of 
Cnbin,  a  famous  Welsh  saint,  which  had  become 
paitof  their  spoil.     But  amidst  all  this  external  Cox. 
parade  and  success.   Art  Mac-Murchad  layjike  a 
canker  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Leinster  territory. 
He  exulted  in  the  honor  of  having  foiled  a  royal 
army:  he  despised  the  impotent  attempts  of  Hen- 
rv's  deputies,  and  had  discernment  to  consider  that 
tne  title  and  dignity  of  his  son,  unsupported  by  a 
competent  military  force,  was  not  sufficient  to  sub- 
due nim.  He  scorned  to  take  part  in  the  submissions^^  d 
made  by   inferior  chieftains  to  the  duke  of  Lan-iio?.* 
caster;  and  now,  seducing  several  of  these  from  their 
promised   allegiance,  appeared  at  their  head,  and 
nad  defiance  to  Scroop,  the  kino^*s  deputy.    A  par* 
liament  was  convened  at  Dubhn,  and  thence  ad- 
joorned  to  Trim,  to  concert  measures  for  restraining  . 
this  insurgent.     The  deputy  was  enabled,  with  the  1 
zealous  concurrence  of  Ormond,    Desmond,    and 
some  other  lords  of  the  English  race,  and  the  as- 
sistance of  the  subjects  of  Mcatli,  to  march  against 
him.     Afler  a  desperate  and  well  disputed  battle,  he 
was  defeated,  but  not  reduced.     The  victors  were 
suddenly  called,  off  to  other  insurgents;    and  all 
their  vigor  and  bravery   could  but  acquire  somo 
temporary  advantages,   with  little  damage  to  the 
enemy,   arid  no  permanent  security  to  the  subjects. 
The  grievances  naturally  arising  from  such  expedi- 
tions, the  arbitrary  exactions  torn  from  those  who 
were  to  be  defended,  the  still  encreasing  degeneracy 
of  the  old  Ent^lish,  who  sought  impunity  for  their 
crimes,    or    relief  from    their   oppressions,  in  the   ^ 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  produced  a  revival  of  the 

statutes 
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statutes  of  Kilkenny^  and  other  laws  made  to  restrain 
the  public  grievances  and  corruptions. 

But  the  power  of  the  great^bA  was  still  snpe* 
rior  to  the  laws,  who  not  only  des^cd^  but  openly 
resisted  the  authority  of  government;   and  when 
disobliged  by  the  least  neglect^  or  tempted  by  any 
prospect  of  advantage,  continued  to  assume  the  port 
of  independent  chiefibains.     The  eari  of  Kilaare 
had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  crown  by  some 
transactions  which  impeached  his  allegiance,  at  the 
time  when  the  duke  of  Lancaster  returned  to  his 
A.  O.     government     This  prince,  now  more  acquainted 
1408.     vith  the  situation  of  afiairs  in  Ireland,  took  care  to 
arm  himself  with  powers  more  extensive  thius  he 
Cos.       li&d  formerly  obtained.  *  He  stipulated,  among  other 
Ware,     particulars,  that  men  and  money  should  be  provided 
for  his  use ;  that  the  act  against  absentees  should  be 
strictly  enforced;  and,  to  strengthen  the  Eng^lisk 
plantation   yet    further,  that  one  or  two  iaroiliea 
should  be   transported   to    Ireland  at  the   kinc^a 
charges,  from  every  parish  in  England ;  that  the 
royal  demesnes  io  Ireland  should  be  resumed  from 
those  to  whtun  they  had  beeu  precipitately  granted, 
or  who  had  fraudulently  usurped  them ;  and  that 
'  besides  the  pay4>f  his  forces,  an  annual  pension  of 
one  thousand  marks  should  be  secured  to  himself 
for  seven  years,  that  the  support  of  his  government 
might  not  entirely  depend  on  the  precarious  issues  of 
the  Irish  revenue.     But  notwithstanding  these  pro- 
visions, his  administration  was  undtstinguisheo  by 
any  considerable  services  or  important  regulations. 
The  refractory  earl  oif  Kildare  was  indeed  seized 
and  imprisoned,  and  obliged  to  purchase  his  liberty 
by  a  dutiful  submission,  and  a  fine  of  three  hundred 
marks.     But  when  the  prince  came  to  contend  with 
the  Irish  insurgents  of  Leinster,  he  was  vigorously 
opposed.     Even  under  the  very  ^alls  of   Dublin 
his  life  was  brought  into  the  most  imminent  dan* 
ger ;  he  was  wounded,  and  bis  forces  repyeUed ;  and 
notwithstanding  all  his  maguificeut  preparatins  for 

retrieYing 
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retrieving  this  disgrace^  he  soon  after  returned  to 
England^  leaviag^  the  public  defence  to  his  deputy, 
BuUer,  the  prior  of  saint  John  of  Jerasalem.  ' 

Thus  were  the  English  in  effect  abandonted  to 
their  own  resources  and  expedients.  Forces  could 
not  be  maintained  without  the  imposition  of  coynef 
and  livery,  an  imposition  too  afflicting  and  oppres- 
sive \o  be  sup^rted.  The  odious  practice  was  de* 
dared  to  be  nigh-treason,  by  an  act  of  parliament 
which  could  not  be  executed :  and  it  was  continued 
in  defiance  of  law^  by  the  power  of  great  lords,  and 
the  necessity  of  the  times.  The  statutes  of  Kilkenny, 
specious  and  promising  as  they  seemed,  were  calcu- 
lated for  a  people  able  and  determined  to  dispossess 
the  enemy,  and  gradually  to  transform  the  whole 
country  into  an  English  state.  But  as  the  Irish,  in 
despite  of  transient,  occasional,  and  inadequate  at- 
tempts to  subdue  them,  gradually  advanced  in  pow- 
er, and  enlarged  their  oorders ;  the  execution  of 
these  statutes  proved  sometimes  impracticable,  fre- 
quently inconvenient  and  pernicious.  The  subjects 
were  prohibited  from  making  war  or  peace  with  the 
Irish,  without  permission  of  government :  but  now, 
by  the  encreasing  power  of  the  Irish,  and  their  perpe-  A.  D 
tuAl  inroads  on  the  English  borderers,  sudden  emer-  ^*^^- 
gencies,  and  critical  occasions,  demonstrated  the  in- 
convenience of^<his  prohibition,  and  obliged  thcR^^  ^t^^ 
government  to  grant  licences  to  particular  Dersons^Berm. 
to  enter  into  treaties  with  the  enemy,  ana  to  stop 
the  progress  of  their  ravages  by  such  accom* 
modations  as  might  occasionally  prove  necessary  or 
expedient.  The  subjects  were  also  prohibited  drom 
holding  any  commerce  or  traffic  with  the  Irish  ene- 
my. But  now  their  most  flourishing  settlements  and 
richest  towns  were  so  totally  environed  by  the  old 
natives,  that  they  could  trade  with  none  other,  and 
were  reduced  by  such  legal  restraints  to  the  danger 
of  being  utterly  impoverished.  Particular  cities 
were  obliged  to  sue  tor  patents,  whereby  they  were 

allowed 
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allowed  to  admit  the  Irish  to  their  markets,  as  the 
only  means  to  prevent  their  total  ruin.     Particular 
denizations  of  the  old  natives  multiplied ;  and  this 
imbappy  race   amidst   all  their  uncivilized  pride, 
and  mutual  contention,  with  all  their  violence  and 
animosity,  their  precipitate  and  destructive  insurrec- 
tions, were  yet  found  so  necessary  for  tlie  culture 
and  population  of  the  land,  that  the  English  go- 
vernment would  not  permit  those  to  migrate  whom 
thev  refused  to  incorporate  into  the  body  of  subjects, 
anil  of  whose  outrages  they  lived  in  perpetual  ter- 
MSS.      ^^^'     ^y  ^"  ^^^  ^^  ^'^^  ^'"'^^  parliament,  in  the  cle- 
Trin.'      veuth  year  of  Henry  the  fourth,  it  was  ordained 
CoL  Dub.  that  no  Irish  enemy  should  be  pennittcd  to  depart 
from  the  nsalm,  without  special  licence  under  th  e 
great  seal  of  Ireland  ;  and  that  the  pei-son  and  goods 
of  an  Irishman,  attempting  to  transport  himselrwith-  ■ 
out  such  licence,  might  be  seized  by  any  subject, 
who  was  to  receive  one  moiety  of  the  goods  for 
such  service,  the  other  to  be  forfeited  to  the  king. 

But  notwithstanding  this  affected  superiority,  the 
power  of  the  ancient  natives  was  everyday  extend- 
ing and  encreasing,  when  a  reign  of  turbulence  in 
England,  and  the  restless  factions  of  English  lords 
in  Ireland,  deprived  the  government  ofits  neees^ 
«ary  support  The  active  prior  of  Kilmainham 
was  obliged  to  march  against  the  ^isturbei-s  of  pub- 
lic peace,  at  the  head  of  such  Irish  forces  as  pre- 
tended to  be  well  affected  to  his  service ;  and  in 
the  moment  of  trial  found  himself  suddenly  aban- 
Cox.  doned,  and  exposed  to  imminent  danger.  What 
could  not  be  effected  by  military  operations,  was 
on  various  occasions  attempted  by  treaties  and  sti- 
pulations ;  and  here  the  superior  power  of  the  ene- 
my dictated  the  terms.  The  borderers  were  by  de- 
grees driven  to  secure  themselves  against  the  in- 
roads of  the  neighbouring  Irish  by  bribes  and  pen- 
sions. It  doth  not  s^ppear  at  what  precise  time 
this  dishonorable  coucesf^ion  was  first  0iade; 
but  from  the  public  records  it  s^hould  seem,  that 

the 


tOu.  I.  ,  HENRY  V.  9 

thft  cemmottcamont  of  it  was  not  road)  later  thnii 
the  pr«9eiH  period.  An  atiniial  stipend,  afterwards 
well  kno^n  by  the  naune  of  Black^Rent,  was  paid 
to  the  powerful  Irish  diicftainft,  to  purchase  their 
protection,  whoso  pride  was  thus  fully  sratitied  with 
what  they  deemed  a  veoognitioa  of  their  anlient  so- 
vereignty. 

FE0ilf  the  turbulence  and  distractions  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  fourth,  England,  on  the  aceeRsion  of  ^ 
his  scAi,  assumed  a  new  appearance,  and  brightened 
with  expectations  of  glory  and  conquest.     His  g«- 
nius  preoipted  the  new  monarch,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  France  encouraged  him  to  an  invasion  of 
this  counljFy.  Ireland  was  totally  disregarded  amidst 
the  daszling  ofa^ota  of  his  anvbition ;  nor  were  its 
interests  ever  m^ntioae^  but  in  the  formal  petitions 
which  still  continued  to  be  received  from  Irish  agents 
without  regaad^  or  aA  least  without  elfect,  in   every  Cotton. 
parliament  convened  in  England.    Sir  Jotin  Stanly, 
who  had  administered  the  government  of -Ireland  m 
the  preceding  reigns,  without  credit  or  success  wap 
agam  appointed  to  this  office,  to  the  utter  dissatis- 
totion  Of  those  he  was  to  govern ;  whose  apprehen-;^.  D; 
«ons  were  soon  confirmed  by  the  rapaciouKiiess  and  i-tid. 
oppression  of  their  governor;     The  petty  advanr 
tages  gained  over  the  enemy,  were  purchased  by  the 
odious  exactions  of  coyn  and  livery,  imposed  with* 
out  remorse;  and  extorted  from  the  subject  with  an  Roc  Tun 
hardened  violence  during  the  short  period  of  his  ^^^ 
government,    which  commenced   in   October,   oud 
ended  with  his  tile  in   the  ensuing  month  of  Jar 
nuary. 

Thb  electioa  of  the  Irish  council  appointed  ^^'• 
'Crawly  airchbishop  of  Dublin,  his  successor,  a  pro- 
laie  or  piety  and  knowledge,  but  neither  by  liis 
temper  nor  profession,  tilted  to  govohi  a  people  Aiv^ 
contented  by  their  sntiTerings,  or  to  rope  1  an  enemy 
violent  %nd  irritated.  The  representatives  o^*  a 
peovoke^  aond  harassed  people,  oonveacd  at  Divblin, 
veAisfid  t0  grant  suf^ili^.  The  enemy  ivas  in  f^rma^ 
:   yi>L.  II.  '        B  and 
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add  their  progress  formidable.  The  realm  seemed 
ready  to  sink  under  the  complicated  oppressiipn  of 
war  and  faction,  when  Sir  John  Talbot,  lord  Pur- 
iiival,  a  man  distinguislied  by  his  military  abilities, 
landed  near  Dublin,  and  assumed  the  reins  of  prp- 
I>a«.  veniment.  Unattended  by  any  army,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  rely  on  the  forces  raised  in  Ireland ;  and 
unprovided  with  any  resources  for  their  support,  he 
pleaded  necessity  for  recurring  to  the  oppressive  and 
arbitrary  impositions  used  by  his  predecessors.  He 
contrived,  however,  by  a  fair  appearance  of  valor 
and  activity,  to  strike  teiTor  into  several  Irish  chief- 
*  tains,  who  had  proved  the  most  pertinacious  dis- 

^  turbers  of  the  English  territories.  He  marched   in 

a  circular  progress  round  all  the  districts  most  ex- 
posed to  incursion ;  and  by  pressing  close  upon  the 
Irish  in  their  retreats,  terrified  many  into  submission. 
Rym«r.     Even  Art.  Mac-Murchad,  the  proud   and  turbulent 
chieftain  of  Leinster,  was  obliged    to    renew    bis 
homage,  and  to  give  his  son  as  an  hostage  for  his 
peaceable  demeanor.     Other  leadei*s  of  note,  in  the 
west  and  in  the  north,  followed  this  examfiie.  They 
were  sworn  to  keep  the  peace,  but  in  every  other 
J.  .        particular  still  retained  their  distinction  and  indepen* 
^^      dency.    The  English  pale  was  not  enlarged,  but 
lor  the  present  it  was  defended ;  and  so  considera* 
ble  was  such   service  deemed,  that  the   lords  and 
commons  transmitted  to  the  king,  now  engaged  in 
Prance,  an  honorable  testimony  of  the  good  con- 
duct  of  his  deputy.    Such  a  complimentary  add^*es9, 
however,  seems  to  have  been  procured  by  his  own 
influence,  and  the  management   of  his  partizans; 
for  the  subjects  in  general  were  by  no  means  satis- 
fied with  his  government,  whatever  advantage  might 
Rot.Tur.  have  been  derived  from  it.     His  impositions  for  the 
Berm.      suppoil  of  the  soldiery,  rendered  him  obnoxious  to 
t{ie  severest  judgment  of  the  law;  and  in  other  in- 
stapces  he  seems  to  have  trodden  in  the  steps  of  too 
many  of  his  predecessors,  and   to  have  gotemed 
with  partiality,  injustice,  and  oppression.  At  adistanre 
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from  tbe  supreme  seat  of  power,  and  ivilh  the  ad- 
vantage of  bein^  able  to  make  such  representations 
of  the  state  of  Ireland  as  they  pleased,  the  English 
vicegferents^actcd  with  the  less  reserve.  They  were 
generally  tempted  to  undertake  the  conduct  or  a  dis- 
ordered state,  for  the  sake  of  private  emolument ; 
and  their  object  was  pursued  without  delicacy  or  in- 
fcgrity,  sometimes  with  inhnman  violence;  such  at 
least  were  the  complaints  of  these  times.  As  the 
En^ish  |3ale  now  enjoyed  a  tolerable  degree  of  quiet, 
its  mhabitants  were  more  at  leisure  to  reflect  upon 
the  injuries  and  sufferings  they  had  endured,  and 
more  earnei^t  to  seek  redress.  The  English  subjects; 
who  had  settled  and  propagated  in  this  kingdom, 
were  by  this  time  reduced  to  a  mortifying  situation. 
The  old  native  Irish  considered  the  whole  race  as 
aliens  and  intruders,  those  at  least  who  woidd  not 
consent  to  adopt  their  language  and  manners.  Their 
fellow  subjects  of  England,  from  their  situation, 
from  the  rnagnified  reports  of  their  de^neracy  and 
revolts,  and  from  their  own  illiberal  pride,  were 
taught  to  confound  them  with  the  old  natives^  whom 
they  considered  as  an  inferior  race.  To  encrease 
such  prejudices,  the  vrorst  and  meanest  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Ireland  frequently  sought  relief  for  their 
wants,  or  refuge  for  their  oflFenccs,  in  England  ; 
and  from  the  conduct  of  such  outcasts,  a  jtKl«;'mentCottQ». 
was  formed  of  the  whole  race.  In  the  beginning 
of  tlie  present  reign,  the  English  parliament  had 
been  obliged  to  tal^e  notice  or  tho  swarms  of  ad- 
venturing wanderers  from.  Ireland,  who,  by  various 
pretences  of  craft  and  knavery,  endeavoured  to  gain 
a  wretched  subsistence  in  England :  they  enacted 
that  all  such  should  be  obliged  to  depart,  and  tho 
law  was  executed  with  such  insolence  and  folly,  that 
the  most  reputable  of  the  English  race  were  in- 
cluded in  the  scandal  and  dishonor  of  this  prohibi- 
tion. Their  students,  who  resorted  to  England  for 
edncatton,  though  expressly  exempted  from  the 
pennltjies  of  the  statute,  yfere  disdahifuUy  exclude<l 
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^-  Tur.  from  the  inn»  of  court :  the  policy  wns  shameful 
*"*  which  precluded  thein  from  such  an  infereourse  as 
would  have  erased  their  prejudices^  anil  conciliated 
their  afTectionsto  En^laud ;  and  the  injustice  flag^rant, 
in  denying  them  the  opportunity  of  studyii^  those 
laws  by  wiich  tlicy  were  to  be  goverrted. 

Those  w1k>  were  sent  from  England  to  the  gor 
venunent,  or  to  an^  offices  of  trust  and  consequence 
if)  Ireland^  came  with  all  the  prepossesions  of  th^ir 
countrymen ;  and  of  cousequeiice  were  tenn>ted  to 
exercise  tlieir  authority  with  insolence,  and  to  ty-» 
*  ranniae  with  a  total  disregard  and  scorn  of  those 
they  governed.  The  old  English  race  retained  the 
spirit  of  their  original  descent;  and,  conscious  of 
their  own  services,  as  well  as  those  of  then*  ancestry 
in  Iretand^  were  irritated  to  the  utmost;  and  when 
they  could  not  reject  tlie  authority  of  government^ 
yet  formed  a  Action  in  opposition  to  the  English 
ministers^  and  were  loud  and  violent  in  their  com^ 
plaints.  In  the  fourth  year  of  Henry  the  fifth*  when 
the  victorious  monarch  had  retomed  from  the  battle 
of  Agincourt,  a  pa/liament  convened  at  Dublin^ 
thought  the  period  favorable  to  then?  interests,  and 
determined  to  lay  all  the  grievances  of  tbe  Irish  siib^ 

Ibid*  jects^  before  the  throne.  Their  petition  engrossed 
in  due  form,  was  presented  to  the  chancellor,  in  or? 
der  (o  have  the  great  seal  of  Ireland  fiffixed,  a  me^ 
thod  of  liuthentication  usual  and  indispensable.  Bu^ 
whether  this  petition  was  considered  as  the  dictates 
of  a  factious  opposition,  or  wWher  the  minister^ 
sent  froni  England  really  dreaded  the  consequences 
of  a  spirited  repi'esentation  of  their  conduct^  the 
chancellor  (Merbery)  had  the  hardiness  to  rise  up 
against  the  legislature,  and  absolutely  refused  to  at- 
fix  the  seal,  s6  that  the  petition  could  not  be  trans^ 
mitted.  An  incident  of  this  kind  must  have  beeq 
the  consec|uence  of  violent  animosities,  and  naluraliy 
tended  to  inflame  that  spirit  which  had  given  ocea^ 
sion  to  an  act  of  power  expressing  both  s^vecsion  and 
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contempt/  The  old  English  resdrv^  Umr  itesenU 
uicnt  for  a  ^vorable  oocMloii ;  the  vigilaiiGe  of  tba 
chief  governor  kept  the  Irish  in  a\ire ;  and  the  Eng^ 
lish  province  appeared  to  free  from  danger^  thai 
Bottc^ler^  the  warlike  prior  of  Kilmainfaaiil^  was  ea*' 
abled  to  march  into  France,  to  (be  assist^oe  of  the 
kin^fj  with  fifteto  hundred  men.  But  peace  and  se^  A.  D. 
curity^  however  valnable  to  tboge  wbo  fa«d  long^^|^ 
lived  in  terror,  could  not  redeem  tht  odioaeness  of 
a  government  oppressive  and.  unjust.    Piimival  de^ 

Carted  with  the  execration  of  ali  ihoBt,  clergy  and 
lity  alike>  whose  lands  he  had  ravaged,  wb<»e  caa^ 
ties  he  had  seized,  whose  foi-tuned  had  been  im«- 
paired  by  his  extortion  and  enactions,  or  who  bad 
shared  in  the  distress  arising  irom  the  debts  he  kit 
uodischarged* 
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g^vemnieot  with  snob  ample  powers,  as  bespoke  a 
U  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  attacbiMnt  to 
the  crown^  was  a  measure  highly  acceptable  to  fats 
eountrymen  of  the  English  race^    He  was  both  en^ 
aUed  and  disposed  to  redress  all  their  grievances  t 
0ad  when  the  parUament  ht  summoned,  oq(lin  with 
an  address  to  their  chief  governor^  ih  Wmch  thery 
recounted  the  oppressioas  they  h|bd  sustained  from  bis 
predecessors,  his  answer  was  full  oC  the  inosl  graci«' 
pus  and  captivating  assurances  of  a  just,  equitable, 
and  impartial  administration.    The  parliament,  on  ^<^  Tuti 
their  part^  discovered  more  than  ordinary  zeai  U>  do^"^\ 
)ionor  io  his  ^cnemmenl^   by  providM^  for  the 
pi)blic  exigencies.    The  debts  left  unpaid  by  Vm^ 
nival,  were  in  the  first  place  ascertained  and  dia^ 
^barged:  a  subsidy  was  granted,  amoOntiifg  to  ooa 
tiiousand  marks,  and  appTotted  on  the  English  pale^ 
id  sodi  a  manner  as  diseovertxl  both  tlie  poverty- 
And  eoilfiaed  Kfmts  of  this  district ;  but  these  graata 
«ere  accompanied^  according  to  tiM  old  English 
^uston^  with  ft  ropreseotatidn  of  grievances.    Their 
Mtitioii  to  tha  thrope  waa  novr  revived,  and  con- 
^'\  *ictcA 
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.  ducted  tdrough  the  proper  forms  without  control. 
Merbery  was  Asent^  and  the  person  deputed  to  the 
custody  of  the  seal  could  not  refuse  to  affix  it.  The 
sirchbishop  of  Armagh  and  Sir  Christopher  Preston 
were  appointed  agents  to  present  the  requests  of  the 
Irish  parliament  to  the  king.  The  petition;  which 
is  still  extant^  contains  a  pathetic  representation  of 
the  distresses  of  his  subjects  in  Ireland,  harassed  on 
one  hand  by  tlie  perpetual  incursions  of  the  Irish 
enemy,  and  on  the  other  by  the  injustice  and  extor** 
tion  of  the  king's  ministers.  The  king^s  personal 
appearance  in  Ireland  is  most  earnestly  entreated,  to 
save  his  people  from  destruction.  As  the  Irish  who 
had  done  homage  to  king  Richard,  had  long  since 
taken  arms  against  the  English,  notwithstanding 
their  recognizances  payable  }n  the  apostolic  cham- 
{  her,  they  l>eseech  his  highness  to  lay  their  conduct 
before  the  pope,  and  to  prevail  on  the  holv  father 
to  publish  a  crusade  agamst  them.  The  msolent 
'  opposition  of  Merbury  to  their  former  petition,  is 
represented  fis  an  heinous  offence,  for  which  they 
desire  that  ho  may  be  cited  to  answer  before  the 
king.  Stanly  and  Pumival,  by  name  are  accused 
of  the  most  iniquitous  practices,  for  which  they  pray 
redress  and  satisfaction ;  and  while  honorable  men* 
tion  is  made  of  the  conduct  of  Cmwiy,  archbishop 
of  Dublin,  as  well  as  of  their  present  governor^ 
(who,  they  request  may  receire  the  royal  thanks 
"^  tor  hW  generous  declarations  to  parliament)  all  the 
governors  and  officers  sent  fr6m  England,  are  rer 
presented  as  corrupt,  rapacious,  and  oppressive,  se^ 
creting  and  misapplying  the  revenue  entrusted  to 
them,  defrauding  the  subject,  atid  levying  coin  and 
livery  without  mercy :  the  unreasonable  exclusion  of 
their  students  from  the  inns  of  court,  the  insiiffici- 
ency.and  extortion  of  the  officers  of  the  exchequer, 
the  number  of  absentees,  and  other  matters  of 
grievance  are  fully  stated.  They  pray  that  those  who 
hold  of  tlieking  m  capite,  may  not  be  exoosed  ta 
ttie  hardship  of  repairing  to  England  in  oroer  te  do 
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homage,  but  that  the  chief  goverriQr  be  cctnmisi- 
sioned  to  recerre  it ;  that  their  commerce  maybe 
defended,  their  coin  regulated,  their  churches  sup* 
plied  with  faithfur  pastors,  without  such  delays  as 
they  had  experieuced  from  selfish  and  designing  go-  r 

vemors.  But  above  all  things,  they  urgently  entreat 
that  trusty  commissionei-s  be  appointed  to  inspect  the 
conduct  of  the  king's  officei-s  sent  into  Ireland; 
plainly  declaring  that  Much  a  scene  of  various  ini- 
quities woul4  be  thusdiscovered,  as  were  utterly  ab- 
horrent to  the  equity  of  the  throne,  and  utterly  into- 
lerable to  the  subject. 

What  particular  attention  was  paid  to  thi^  peti- 
tion, or  what  redress 'granted  by  the  throne,  doth 
not  appear.    There  is  reason  however  to  suspect^ 
that  tne  complaints  of  his  Irish  subjects  were  not 
entirely  unnoticed  by  the  king;  for  soon  after,  we 
find  that  the  odious  chancellor  was  removed,  andRot.Tur. 
Fitz-Thomas,  prior  of  the  hospital  of  saint  John  ofBenn. 
Jerusalem,  substituted  in  his  place.     The  carl  of 
Orraond  was  continued  in  his  government,  which 
he  administered  with  general  satisfaction,  defending 
the  pale,  and  chastismg  the  petty  inroads  of  the 
bordering  Irish.    -In  this  confined  district,  when  the 
subjects  of  English  government  were  protected  from 
invasion,  or  at  most  but  slightly  molested,  faction,  the 
natural  consequence  of  ease  and  prosperity,  appears 
plainly  to  have  raged  with  particular  fury.     The 
mutual  rivalships  and  jealousies  of  ititerested  com-^ 
petitors,    for    power,    favor,     or  emolument,    the 
prtdeof  the  old  English  race,  and  the  insolent  af^ 
fectation  of  superiority  in  those  of  British  birth^  se- 
parated the  inhabitants  into  different  parties,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  odious  and  impolitic  dis- 
tinction of  an  Irish  and  an  English  interest,  among 
those  who  should  have  united  in  one  common  band  of 
allegiance  and  alTection  to  the  crown,  and  been  con-^ 
sidered  and  treated  indiscriminately  as  members  of 
the  same  state,  aiid  subjects  of  thesakie  prince.  The 
infectton  of  party  and  jealousy  spread  through  all 
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W^m,  aud  WW  cm^t  even  by  the  cferrr^  rtho 
should  hav$  re8iraiiif»i  or  moderft^  it.  The  pre- 
jyatos  of  GngUsh  «nd  Irish  birth,  sometimes  ohhgftd 
the  pfirlianfieut  to  h?lir  their  intemperiite  difiptites- 
Pryn.  An  English  bifi|h9p  of  LiMnore^  QOCUMfl  0'Hediiin> 
of  C^ael,  of  the  mpA  heinous  und  soandiUous  of- 
feQ?^:  wbil*  he  churg^  him  with  incoQtiflQB€»^ 
oimI  profadi^  s^ucrilf  g«,  in  presenting  hia  coocubine 
H  i(h  %  ring  wliich  he  hM  Uken  from  an  ioMge  of 
the  virgin,  «nd  alsio  with  counterfeiAyig  the  grent 
«eKl ;  he  ^i^Qprere^  the  true  SQuree  of  his  animosity, 
by  adding  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  Eorlidi  ea- 
tioDi  never  f^onforred  a  bonefiee  oa  my  fin^shman, 
ftnd  advised  bis  brethren  to  pursue  tbs  same  coa- 
dopt. On  the  like  ill-grounded  or  aggravated 
Dhfirge^,  Mr49  a  bishop  of  Cork  perseoutM  by  the 
iioigbhouring  prelate  of  Cloine.  But  theae  oonten- 
tiousi  eccleai«istics  seem  to  hitve  received  little  cMin- 
t^nfince  from  the  parliament,  which  was*  ^her  too 
moderate,  or  tjDo  great  fiivorers  of  the  Irish  inter- 
est to  encourage  the  attempts  made  agaioat  their 
eoimtrymen. 

T¥ii  common  enemy,  who  had  left  them  leisure 
$^r  frivolous  dissensions^  were  too  much  dtsunited  to 
t^ke  advantage  of  them.  They  were  contented  in 
the  distftnt  quarters  of  the  island,  to  rule  their  petty 
f^pts,  to  mainttiin  their  state  and  consequence  against 
their  neighbours,  to  enjoy  the  hoi»or  and  advanr 
tfig^  of  trifling  victories,  to  exec^ute  their  nevcnge,  or 
to  pursue  their  local  interest^  Their  aversion  to 
t\\p  ICnglish,  was  by  this  time  scarcely  more  nati-r 
onal  than  their  nversion  to  the  rival  septs  of  their 
0W«  r^ce.  They  unjied  in  the  most  condiaL  afiec^ 
tios  with  those  of  the  old  Caglish  families  who  bad 
revolted  to  them;  and' their  iusurrectioaa agai^ist  ths 
&i^lish,  far  from  being  uaAformly  actuated  b^  a 
desire  of  exterminating  the  foreign  invaders,  appiear 
to  b%y.€  bMfi  eoaimenly  occasioried  by  local  daiiaa 
Ann.  %m\  diisputes.  Sometimes  they  rose  |o  avengie  the 
MSS.rar.^^f^^  Of  death  of  soDic  chieftain,  sontttiacies  to 

recover 
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recover  some  disputed  lands,  or  to  exact  some  du* 
ties  which  they  claimed.    Had  the  whole  Irish  race 
arisen  as  one  man  a^^ainst  the  subjects  of  the  crown 
of  England,  they  must  have  Instantly  destroyed 
them.     But  the  truth  is,  this  little  baiiaful'of  tzien> 
for  such  they  were  when  compared  to  the  body  of 
original  natives^  had  the  same  ground  of  security 
wiA  any  of  the  particular  Irish  septs.    They  bad 
enemies  on  all  sides,  but  these  were  enemies  to  each 
other;  nor  were  any  concerned  to  espouse  the  quar^ 
rels  of  their  neighbours,  or  mortified  by  their  losses 
or  defeats.     Sometimes  indeed,  when  a  particular 
sept  was  in  danger  of  total  ruin  from  the  victory  of 
some  English  forces,  their  neighbours  were  persuad.^ 
od  to  come  to  their  rescue,  ''  for  the  sake  of  th? 
*'  Irish  language,"  (as  the  manuscript  annals  ex-Asn. 
press  it,)  but  without  engaging  further,  and. with- ^^'** 
out  conceiving  themselves  bound  by  one  general 
permanent  interest.    These  particulars  seem  neces^ 
sary  to  be  pointed  out,  not  only  to  account  for  thq 
subsistence  of  the  English,  but  to  guard  against  the 
prejudices  of  their  annalists.     They  frequently  inti-         ' 
mate^  that  th^  reigning  passion  among  the  whol<e 
body  of  Irish'  for  many  ages,  was  an  im  eterate  and 
im^itaeable  vengeance  against  the  English  settled  in 
their  country  merely  as  foreigner  and  usurpeiii; 
and  even  in  the  representations  of  soipe  Irish  parliao 
ments,  and  the  acts  of  state,  we  find,  in  thci  aggrai 
vated  language  of  law  and  politics,  assertions  of  a 
settled  design  and  general  confederacy  among  the 
Irish  to  extirpate  the  whole  race  of  EngUsh  subjepfs. 
Their  perfidious  violation  of  treaties,  and  their  cru- 
elties are  frequently  displayed  with  ^reat  severity. 
But  such  charges  are  made  on  both  sides:  the  sud-. 
den  itisOrrections  and  local  quarrels  of  the  Iri^^ 
which  the  writers  of  Enghmd  represeut  as^  the  ex-. 
.  cesses  of  an  horrid  irreclaimable  raee  of  barbarians, 
are  ascribed,  by  the  Irish  Annalists,  to  the  insinceri- 
ty, flija<ttjce,  and  oppression  of  tlieir  neighbours  to 
e  warmth  of  just  resentment,  or  the  efforts  of  <»elf- 
VoL.  IL  C  defence 
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defence.  It  would  be  unreasonable  partiality  to  sup- 

f^ose  that  such  representations  were  always  ground- 
ess. 

•  The  accession  of  Henry  the  sixths  an  infant 
prince,  and  the  attention  of  his  guardians  to  the  af- 
:  fairs  of  Prance,  naturally  impeded  the  effectual  re- 
fbrmation  of  Ireland,  and  even  encreased  its  dis- 
orders. An  English  government  totally  unsupport- 
ed, factions  unrestrained  among  the  En«fUsn  sub- 
jects, and  no  effectual  control  or  opposition  to  the 
impetuosity  of  the  Irish,  afforded  but  a  melancholy 
prospect;  and  the  effects  were  speedily  discovered. 
AVhile  the  enemy  in  different  quarters  rose  in  arms 
and  infested  the  English  pale,  a  parliament  con- 
Rot.  Tur-vened  at  Trim,  under  the  archbishop  of  Dublin, 
^^^'  could  vote  but  a  slender  augmentation  of  twelve 
men  at  arms,  and  sixty  archers,  to  be  paid  for  forty 
days.  While  their  borders  were  invaded  and  their 
fairest  settlements  endangered,  the  subjects  of  the 
old  English  race  foundJcisure  to  indulge  the  parti- 
cular resentments  of  their  party.  Merbury,  the 
delinquent  chancellor  of  the  late  reign,  was  still  the 
peculiar  object  of  their  indignation.  They  made 
the  severest  inquisition  into  all  his  conduct,  which 
appears  to  have  been  neither  chaste  nor  regular; 
brought*  him  as  a  culprit  before  the  council,  charged 
him  with  many  practices  illegal  and  corrupt^  by 
which  he  hin^Hclf,  and  his  associates  of  Englisn 
birth  received  large  sums  from  the  exchequer  with- 
out due  warrant,  and  by  their  prosecutions  at  length 
drove  him  into  England ;  where  they  still  pursued, 
and  obliged  him  to  answer,  before  the  throne,  to 
the  several  articles  alleged  against  his  conduct. 

To  intimidate  the  enemy,  and  to  repress  these  civil 
dissensions,  the  regency  of  England  thought  it  suf- 
ficient to  use  the  name  of  Edmund,  earl  of  Marche 
and  Ulster,  and  to  appoint  a  nobleman  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  most  respectable  for  his  alli- 
ance and  connections  with  the  royal  blood.  This 
^arl,  at  first  disdaining  to  administer  the  Irish  go- 
Sera- 
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vemment  in  his  own  person^  and  filled  with  those  ^ 

Ideas  of  the  inferiority  of  the  Irish  subjects^  which 
his  intercourse    and    situation   natut-ally  inspired^. 
thou<^ht  his  duty  sufficiently  discharged  by  deputing 
a  bisnop  of  Meath  to  govern  in  his  absence.     TheRot  Tur.' 
prelate  however  respectable  and  venerable  in  hisBerm. 
proper  station,  was  yet  both  in  rank  and  consequence 
much  less  considerable  than  the  lords  of  the  old 
English  race.     But  what  was  still  more  offen«ive,  he 
was  of  English  birth^  and  lately  sent  into  Ireland, 
with  all  the  proud  and  contemptuous  prejudices  of 
his  countrymen.     The  nobles  were  provoked  at  this 
appointment^  and  when  assembled  in  council,  it  was 
observed  that  his  commission  was  sealed  only  with  the  - 
earl's  private  seal.    They  demanded  a  commission 
tinder  the  great  seal  either  of  England  or  Ireland,, 
and  considerable  altercations  rose  on  this  occasion 
in  the  council  between  the  different  parties  of  Eng- 
lish and   Irish  birth.    The  deputy  demanded  his 
seat ;  the  archbishop  of  Dublin^  then  chancellor  of 
the  realm^  protested  against  the  mode  of  his  ap-  « 

pointment,  ahd  refused  to  administer  the  oaths,  or, 
to  receive  him  as  governor.  This  prelate,  though 
of  Englisli  birth,  yet  united  warmly  with  the  op-  . 
posing  party,  and  possibly  with  particular  resent- 
ment, that  an  inferior  persoiia^ge  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  a. station  which  he  himself  bad  formerly 
enjoyed.  The  nomination  of  the  earl  was  as  warm- 
ly supported  by  some  Englishmen  of  figure  lately 
arrivecT.  To  one  of  these,  who  demanded  that  the 
bishop  should  be  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  his  of- 
fice, m  a  manner  the  most  peremptory  and  offen- 
sive, the  archbishop  replied  with  steadiness  and 
temper,  "  Sir,  you  are  a  soldier.  The  borders  are 
'^  harassed;  go  and  repel  the  enemy;  you  will 
'*  thus  serve  the  state  more  effectually  than  in  this  ^ 
''  place/'  The  council  however  after  some  delay, 
at  length  consented  to  receive  the  deputy,  with  an, 
express  declaration  that  they  received  him,  not 
from  any  conviction  of  the  legality  of  his  commission, 

but 
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bat  from  the  necessity  of  public  affairs,  and  to  pre^' 
vetit  that  damage  and  distress  which  might  arise  trom 
a suspeqsion  orgovernment.     Such  was  the  violence 
of  faction,  aucf  such  the  general  odium  that  fell  on 
tbis  bishop  of  Meath,  and*which  an  excellent  pri- 
vate character  and  conduct  could  not  rcdeemj  that 
some  time  after,  by  the  infamous  means  of  confe- 
deracy and  subornation,  he  was  accused  of  stealing 
a  chalice  from  one  of  the  churches  in  his  diocese. 
RflgiiH.     Xhe  bHl  of  indictment  found  against  him  at  Trirn^ 
8ww,     YT^^  removed  to  parliament  by  certiorari;  and  hero 
the  bisliop,  with  becoming  di&^nity  and  spirit^  plead- 
ed his  innocence,  but  demanded  that  his  privileges, 
as  an  ecclesiastic  and  a  lord  of  parliament,  should 
be  preserved  inviolate.       He  was  referred  to  his  me* 
tropolitan,   who  received  his  oompur^ation,    and 
pronounced  him  innocent.    But  his  triumph  oyer 
the  virulence  of  bis  accusers  was  still  more  coin<» 
plete,  when  one  of  the  accomplices  in  the  robbery 
was  seized  with  remorse,  confessed  his  guilty  anu 
dlMovercd  Ihe  real  perpetrators, 
B4H,  Tur.     We  find  this  prelate  summoning  a  parliament^ 
Be^.     vrhich  enacted  severe  penalties  against  all  defacera  oi 
^^      the  king's  coin,  and  declaring  that  it  should  be  re« 
stored  to  the  English  standard  ;  voting  a  continue 
ance  of  the  pen^iion  of  eighty  marks  to  Gerald  Ke- 
vanagh,  now  leader  of  his  sept,  which  had  formerly 
been  paid  to  M ac-Murchad  for  his  services  in  pre- 
serving the  peace,  and  making  some  of  the  usual 
provisions  against  insurgents;  but  these  were  still 
more  effectually  pursued  bv  the  earl  of  Ormond^ 
who  soon  succeeded  him  as  lord  deputy,  and  seems 
to  have  bben  purposely  appointed  as  a  popular  and 
vigorous  governor,  on  account  of  some  alarming 
commotions,  particularly  in  the  northern  province. 
The  vicinity  of  some  part  of  the  coast  of  Ulster  to 
Scotland,  afforded  perpetual  opportunities  to  the 
indigent  rovers  of  that  country  to  pour  into  Ireland^ 
vhere  they  were  retained  by  the  Irish  chieftains,  and 
gladly  assisted  them  in  ravaging  the  £ngUsh  settle^* 

ments; 
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meats.     The  deputy  now  applied  to  parliameDt,  re-» 

{^resenting  the  inimment  distress^  and  his  own  inabi^ 
ity  to  repel  the  northern  enemy ;  and  the  parlia* 
meat  enabled  him  to  purchase  the  assistance  of  the 
De  Burgos^  with  their  followers^  as  well  as  thai  of 
tlie  citizens  of  Dublin,  by  particular  bounties.   The 
earl  of  Marche  and  Ulster  soon  thought  it  necessarj; 
to  repair  to  Ireland,  in  person^  to  rescue  his  inhe* 
ritance  from  these  invaders ;   but  his  sudden  death 
at  Trim>  served  to  enflame  their  outrages  and  en- 
crease  the  disorders  of  the  state.   TaU)ot,  lord  Fur- 
nival  v¥as  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  lord  justice, 
and  soon  after  the  earl  of  Ormond  was  constituted 
lord  lieutenant;  both  noblemen  of  distinguished  spi^ 
rit^  and  both  justly  dreaded  l)y  the  Irisli  insurgents. 
.  The  printed  annalists  slightly  pass  over  the  ad- 
ministrations of  these  noblemen ;  and  yet  there  b 
good  reason  to  believe  that  tliev  acted  a  distinguish^ 
ed  part^  and  reduced  the  Irish  enemy  to  such  sub* 
missions  as  shew  they  must  have  been  considerably 
intimidated  by  the  spnit  of  their  military  operations. 
The  indentures  of  several  of  them,  still  extant,  are 
ample  and  explicit,  submissive  and  highly  favora^ 
ble  to  the  English  claims.      They  acknowled|^eRot^TQr 
themselves  vassals  to  the  king  of  England,  promjseBera. 
not  only  to  keep  his  peace,  but  to  a^ist  him  ^^ainst^^' 
enemies  and  rebels ;  renounce  all  right  and  title  to 
the  lands  of  xEnglish  settlers  which  they  had  seised^ 
and  consent  to  atone  for  their  offences  by  a  fine; 
utterly   relinquish  the  tribute  sometimes  received 
from  the  English  settlements  to  purchase  their  pro* 
teetion^  known  by  the  name  of  Black-Rent,  an4 
even  to  take  arms  against  those  who  should  attempl 
to  exact  an  imposition  so  abominable.    Some$tipu« 
Jate  to  serve  in  the  king's  army  with  their  follow* 
ers  when  required  by  the  deputy ;  and  O'Nial  in 
jmrticular  i*esigns  all  the  lands,  duties,  and  posses* 
sions  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  earl  of  Ulster;  inihe 
Aillest  terms,  acknowledges  his  submission  and  vat^ 

salage 
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salage  to  Richard  duke  of  York,  the  heir  and  re- 
presentative of  the  noble  family  of  De  Burgo.  The 
degenerate  English  also  of  most  notorious  delin- 
quency were  obliged  to  treat ;  we  find  the  Ber- 
niinghams  particiuarly  giving  hostages  to  the  earl 
of  Ormonde  and  all  in  general  acknowledge  them- 
selves obnoxious  to  excommunication  in  case  of 
failure^  and  resign  their  lands  to  all  the  consequences 
of  an  interdict. 

Were  we  informed  of  the  measures  pursued^  the 
successes  gained^  or  the  treaties  conducted,  to  the 
final  accomplishment  of  these  pacifications,  the  par- 
ticulars might  probably  do  honor  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  earl.  We  only  know  that  they  were 
followed  by  an  interval  of  general  tranquillity,  with- 
out any  thing  of  note  enough  to  be  recorded^  but 
the  succession  of  governors  known  by  little  more 
than  their  names^  sworn  into  office,  appointing  dieir 
Rot  Tur.  deputies,  and  returning  to  England*.  Yet  in  the 
Berm.  coursc  of  four  ycars  we  find  an  Irish  parliament  re- 
A.  D.  presenting  to  the  kin^,  that  all  the  Irish  enemies. 
^'^^'  and  English  rebels,  "  in  the  londe,  with  great  mol- 
''  titude  of  Scottes  bene  confedered  and  sworne  to 
"  Godyz,  and  have  labored  evermore  and  zet  do, 
^  to  make  a  final  conqueste  of  the  londe,  and  to 
^  put  the  liege  pepull  to  be  tributarie  unto  thame." 
In  the  remainder  .of  the  record  we  find  the  limits  of 
the  English  pale,  as  it  stood  in  the  ninth  of  Henry 
the  sixth,  defined  in  such  a  manner  as  giyes  a  mor- 
tifying idea  of  the  extent  of  the  English  power  in 
this  period.  It  informs  us,  that  the  enemies  and 
rebels  had  conquered  and  put  under  their  obeysance 

and 


*  In  this  interval  we  find  an  instance  of  the  poverty,  or  the  cecona» 
my  of  those  times,  not  unworthy  of  remark.  It  was  agreed  in  council, 
tha^as  the  hall  of  the  castle  of  Dublin,  and  the  windows  thereof  were 
ruinous  and" that  there  was  in  the  treasury  *' a  certain  ancient  silver 
seal  CdnceDed,"  -which  was  of  no  use  to  the  king,  the  said  seal  should 
"be  broken  and  sold,  and  the  money  laid  out  ou  the  said  hull  and  win* 
dtfWB.    Test.  ed.  -Episc.  Mid.  Dep.  24  Jan.  6  Hen.  VI.  1427. 
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and  tribute^  in  the  parts  of  Munster^  well-nigh  all 
the  counties  of  Limerick^  Tipperary^  Kilkenny^  and 
Wexford;  and  in  the  nether  parts,  weli-ni^h  all 
the  counties  of  Carlow,  Kildare^  Meath,  and  Uriel ; 
so  that  there  is  left  unconquered^  and  out  of  tri- 
bute, little  more  than  the  county  of  Dublin.  This 
representation,  purposely  made  to  gain  supplies 
from  England,  must  have  been  greatly  aggravated. 
The  county  of  Dublin  indeed,  and  the  adjacent 
districts,  might  have  been  the  only  quarters  where 
the  English  enjoyed  a  residence  perfectly  secure,  and 
thejiinsdictionof  the  crown  was  exercised  in  full 
vigor;  but  the  English  in  other  parts  enjoyed  con- 
siderable possessions,  and  by  force  of  arms,  or  by 
compositions  with  the  Irish,  maintained  them  in  a 
state  of  rude  disorder,  something  between  civility 
and  war,  declining  gradually  from  the  condition  of 
loyalty  and  strict  political  obedience,  through  seve- 
ral degrees  of  irregularity  and  disregard  to  govern- 
ment, 'till,  in  the  last  extreme  of  degeneracy,  they 
were  completely  blended  with  the  original  natives 
and  enemies  to  the  English  power. 

To  prevent  this  gradual  declension,  and  to  pre-    ' 
serve  and  maintain  the  possessions  not  yet  wrested 
from  the  subjects  of  England,  was  the  chief  object 
of  the  short  administration  subsequent  to  that  of 
Ormond.     Hence  the  endless  repetition  of  statutes 
a^inst  marrying,  fostering,  or  trafficking  with  tlie 
Irish;  against  purveyance,  protection  of  kernes  or 
robbers,  and  against  all  arbitrary  exactions  for  the 
support  of  war.     The  old  Enghsh  race  were  at  the 
same  time  equally  solicitous  to  assert  their  rights  as 
Englishmen,  and  to  express  their  discontents  at  the 
injuries  or  grievances  they  sustained  or  apprehended. 
Hence,  in  the  petitions  of  parliament  to  the  throne, 
we  find  the  king  earnestly  entreated  not  to  give  cre- 
dit to  any  misrepresensations  of  his  Irish  subjects. 
The)r  repeat  their  complaints  of  the  total  ignorance  Rot.  Tur. 
and  insufficiency  of  those  sent  from  England  toBerm. 
every  office  of  trust;  of  odious  distinctions  propa- 
gated. 
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gated^  and  the  rights  of  subjects  denied  to  them  in 
ISngland ;  and  pray  to  be  considered  and  treated  as 
Englishmen^  a^eeably  to  their  rightful  cTaims,  and 
express  stipulation  of  their  ancestors.  The  discon- 
tents which  produced  such  representations,  gradu- 
ally encreased  under  the  succession  of  English  go- 
vernors, and  separated  the  small  extent  of  territorj 
which  the  English  i^lill  retained,  into  discordant  in  - 
terests  and  factions.  Hitherto  we  find  the  families 
^f  Desmond  and  Kildare,  unnoticed  during  the 
reigpfis  of  the  Lancastrian  princes,  and  the  earl  of 
Oimond  the  only  nobleman  of  Irish  birth  in  whom 
the  crown  placed  peculiar  confidence.  Jealousies 
and  secret  animosities  were  the  natural  consc^ 
quence;  which  were  only  suspended  'till  a  favor- 
able occasion  should  give  free  course  to  their  vio- 
lence. James,  the  present  earl  of  Desmond^  had 
acquired  his  title  and  possessions  in  an  irre^lar  and 
extraordinary  manner.  Thomas,  his  nephew  and 
the  heir  of  Desmond,  had  accidentally  been  so  en- 
gaged in  the  chace,  that  he  was  benighted  near 
Tralee,  and  obliged  to  take  shelter  at  the  Abbey  of 
Feal^  in  the  house  of  one  of  his  dependents,  called 
Bfac  Cormac.  Catherine,  a  beautiful  daughter  of 
his  host,  instantly  inspired  the  earl  with  a  violent 
'  passion  which  she  refused  to  gratify  unlawfully, 

and  which  he  could  not  subdue.  He  married  her, 
and  by  this  inferior  alliance,  alienated  his  follow- 
ers,  whose  brutal  pride  regarded  this  indulgence 
of  his  love  as  an  unpardonaole  deji^radation  of  his 
family.  James,  his  uncle,  and  aspiring  lord^  seized 
the  advantage  of  their  prejudices,  and  fomented 
their  resentment;  and  so  deeply  had  this  family 
imbibed  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Irish,  that  he 
was  enabled  by  his  followers  to  expel  earl  Tho- 
mas thrice  from  his  country,  and  at  length  to 
compel  him  to  make  a  formal  surrender  of  his  estate 
and  dignity.  The  unliappy  lord  retired  to  Roan, 
where  anguish  and  melancholy  soon  put  a  period  to 

htf 


his  fife.  Jnmes,  now  <fonsftituted  earl  of  De.^rafond^ 
had  4he  -state  and  dignity  confirmed  to  him  by  act 
of  parliftment. 

Such  a  man,  raised  to  his  Nation  in  siich  a  man- 
ner^ was  iiatttratiy  solicitous  to  confirm  and  aff^an- 
dize  his  fpower.     He    contrived,    by  a    prelettded 
grant  firom  RobeftOogan,    to  possess  himself  of  an 
cxfeaded    district    called    the    kingdom   of  Cork, 
where,  hy  means  of  his  ntim<?ro«s  followers  both  of  Ware. 
Irish  and  English  race,  he  established  his  authority, 
and  lived  in  rude  magnificence,  in  despite  of  the 
l^al  daifns  made  by  the  families  of  Carew  and 
Courcey.      By  uniting  with  Ormond  in  a  factions 
quarrel  between  the  houses  of  Btitler  and  Talbot,  he 
so  far  ingratiated  himself  into  the  faror  of  this 
earl,  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  the  government  as 
lord  fieutenant,  that  by  his  mediation  lie  gained  se- 
veral important  favors  from  the  crown.     He  had 
Kcence  to  purchase  what  lands  he  pleased,  by  what 
service  soever  they  were  hoiden  of  the  king;  and 
this  probaWv  to  screen  him  from  tlie  consequences 
of  his  late  ilfe^  grant  from  Cogan.     lie  was  byp^yn^ 
patent    constituted    governor  of  the  counties    of  A.  D. 
Waterford,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry;  and  what^^^^- 
isstjH  more  remarkable,  under  preteiice  that  his 
services  were  necessary  in  the  remoter  districts  of  the 
''ealnt,  tliat  his^ournies  to  pariiament  were  burden- 
some, inconvenient,  and  dangerous  to  one  so  hated 
by  the  IrisJIi,  on  act^ount  of  his  attachment  to  the 
crown,  he  was  licensed  to   absent  4iimself  from  all 
futore  parliaments  during  life,  and   allowed  to  send 
a  sufficient  proxy.     Thus,  while  his  power  ami  in- 
flaence  were  raised  to  an  enormous  height,  he  was 
left  to  crxercise  a  sovereignty  in  his  own   territories, 
tletached  from  Englisli   government,  with  no  mark 
of  submission  or  allegiance,  in  all  that  state  of  an 
ii)Hependcnt  chieftain  which   his    family    had   fre- 
quently aflfected,  but  which  was  novv  dangeixxisly 
Confirmed  and  aggrainlized. 

T«T5  effects  of  these  incautious  grants  were  soon  Ann. 
discovered,.    While  the  degenerate  Enghah  in  seve-  Ferbis. 

Yot.  II.  D  ral^^« 
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ral  quarters  maintained  the  bloodiest  quarrels  ^ith 
their  neighbours,  upon  the  most  frivolous  pretences, 
Orinond  was  obliged  to  lerA  tho^e  forces  which 
might  have  quelled  inferior  offenders  against  the 
earl  of  Desmond.  This  nobleman  instantly  bad 
<Ie6ance  to  that  government  which  bad  given  him 
»o  much  consequence^  and  was  surrounded  by  a 
troop  of  followers  powerful  enough  to  support  him 
in  his  disloyalty.  Forces  were  coUectea  on  each 
side,  and  hostilities  commenced ;  nor  could  Ormond 

{)ut  an  end  to  the  sufferings  of  the  wretched  inha- 
>itants  visited  by  their  arms^  but  by  treating  with 
his  antagonist  as  an  independent  sovereign.  A 
truce  concluded  for  a  year^  gave  Desmond  an  op- 
portunity to  strengthen  his  party^  and  to  intrigue 
with  the  enemies  of  the  governor.  Onnond,  once 
so  popular,  now  found  his  influence  every  day  de- 
clining, and  his  opponents  enabled  to  insult  him 
with  impunity.  Their  representations  at  the  court 
of  England  had  so  great  effect^  that  the  king  was 
induced  to  send  a  special  mandate  that  the  earl  should 
Impair  to  his  presence  without  delay,  and  explain  the 
causes  of  those  public  discontents  which  had  beeil 
conveyed  to  the  throne^  and  seemed  to  reflect  so 
severely  on  his  goveniment.  Ormonde  whose  sen- 
timents were  liberal  and  his  manners  polished,  saw 
{t^2  the  malice  of  his  enemies  with  indignation  and 
.contempt.  He  summoned  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  pale  to  attend  him  at  Drogheda;  he  inform- 
ed them  of  the  royal  mandate,  and  that  after  a 
government  of  three  years  administered  with  fidelity 
and  success,  ^^he  was  now  preparing  to  render  an  ac- 
count of  his  conduct  at  tlie  foot  of  the  thronef; — 
The  English  agents,  said  he,  who  brmg  the  royal 
orders,  arc  here  before  you ;  and  in  their  presence 
I  boldly  appeal  to  my  most  inveterate  enemy^  if  any 
such  tnere  be  in  Uiis  assembly.  I^t  hun  stand 
forth,  let  him  declare  in  what  have  I  ofiended,  let 
>iiin  point  out  the  single  instance  in  which  the  sub* 
jfect  hath  suflfered  by  my  injustice,  or  the  state  by 
my  neglect.    Here  let  me    be    brought    to    the 

severest 


Ch.I.  IIENRY   VL  «7 

severest  scrutiny,  not  insidiously  maligned  in  my 
absence. 

The  ma^auimity  of  conscious  innocence  could 
not  fail  of  its  effect.    The  most  honorable  testis 
monies  were  given  to  bis  integrity  and  to  his  ser- 
vices; and  the  kin^^  upon  an  address  from  his  Irish 
subjects^  was  prevailed  on  to  suspend  the  order  for 
bis  departure.       Yet  a  settled  schetne  formed  to 
remove  him  from  his  government  was  not  so  easily 
'defeated.     His  enemies  were  indefatigable^  and  at 
ien^th  so  far  prcvailted,  even  in  parliament^  that  an 
address  of  a  different  nature  was  transmitted  to  the 
king  in  which  he  was  represented  as  inactive  by 
age  and  infirmity,    incapable  of  conducting  the 
affairs  of  state,  unable  to  defend,  much  less  to  en- 
large the  royal  dominions ;  he  was  accused  of  pro* 
curing  several  of  his  retainers  to  be  chosen  members 
of  the  commons,  who,  for  his  factious  purposes,  op* 
posed  the  kind's  service,  and  refused  their  assent  t6 
8iich  laws  as  the  interests  of  the  realm  evideritiv  re- 
quired.    At  the  same  time  he  was  chained  with  re- 
ceiving sums  of  money  for  dispensing  wftK  the  at- 
tendance of  several  lords  of  parlianient,  and  ilnpri- 
Boning  divers  subjects  upon  frivolous  pretences,  and 
in  order  to  extort  large  ransoms  for  their  release. 
For  these  reasons  the  petitioners  desire  that  the  earl 
of  Ormond  may  be  removed  from  the  ifovernment: 
and  though  the  bishops  of  Cork  and  Cloyhe,  seve- 
ral temporal  loi-ds,  and  some  corporations  sent  to  tlie 
king  the  amplest  Vestimohials  of  the  good  conduct 
of  this  earl,  yet  the  representations  of  his  enemies 
were  so  effectual,  that  Talbot,  earl  of  Shrewshuiy 
and  now  constittited  eatl  of  Waterford,  was  sent 
into  Ireland  to  take  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment. 

It  was  juslly  apprehended,  tbat  faction  and  dissen-  Ann, 
sion  among  the  subjects  must  prove  an  encourage- ^***^ 
ment  to  the  insurrections  of  enemies^*  and  rebels,  a.  ix 
Talbot,  therefore,  came  attended  with  a  troop  of  1445^ 
seven  hundred  chosen  men,  an  useful  and  a  necessary 

suppl]^. 
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juipplj.  lu  despite  of  tke  most  solemn  stipulations^ 
iho  Irish  pleaded  their  numerous  injuries,  and  rose 
in  urais,  as  usual,  in  seyefal  /^uartejrs ;  and  in  de- 
iiauce  of  lawful  authority  the  ^nclislt  maint$iined 
tluiir  local  quarrels.  TThe  family  o?  Butler  became 
mvolvrd  with  the  Irish  chieftain  of  Ossory^  who  was 
as6us9iiiatcd  in  the  petty  broil.  The  Berminghams, 
united  with  O'Connor  of  Offaly,'  and  (lie  whole 
territory  of  Mealh  was  e;xposed  tp  t!ieir  aepredati- 
oils;  while  the  branch  of  the  family  of  Df^  ^^^Spy 
known  among  the  Irish  by  the  name  of  Mac  Wil- 
liam of  Clanricard,  became  the  as^oeiate^  of  O'Brien^ 
and  made  war  on  the  English  not  ypt  expelled  from 
Tbomond.  The  6rst  care,  therefore,  of  the  new 
\ice-^erent,  was  to  suppress  these  petty  commotions. 
The  Irish  chieftains  were  reduced,  the  degenerate 
English  intimidated,  and  some  of  tlie  mos);  obttox-> 
ious  among  them,  particularly  of  the  sept  of  Ber- 
naing'ham,  seized,  condemned^  and  executed. 

The  public  peace  being  thus  restored,  the  earl 
had  leisure  to  convene  a  parliament  at  Trim^,  to  de- 
liberate on  the  reformation  of  the  state,  and  the 
more  Fcgulai' execution  of  government  Here  it 
was  once  more  declarefi  highly  penal  to  conform  to 
It.  Stat,  the  Irish  fashipn  pf  the  hair  and  beard,  or  to  abandon 
1447.  ^^^  occupation  in  which  a  inan  had  beep  nurtured 
in  order  to.  indulge  and  riot  in  the  service  of  some 
facliou!^  leaders.'  It  was  enacted,  that  the  denized 
Irish,  guilty  pf  robbery  or  homicide,  should  forfeit 
their  privilege,  and  be  treated  as  eneipj^s,  It  Was 
forbidden  to  receive  clipped  or  counterfeit  coin,  or 
the  coin  called  O'fleily's,  an  fidulteratespepies  issued 
^y  an  Irish  chieftain  pf  this  name.  As  a  sumptuary 
ordinance  was  necessary  in  an  imppyerished  state,  it 
was  enacted,  that  no  person  should  use  gold  trap- 

E'ng»,  horse  furniture,  or  gilded  harness,  except 
ughts  and. prelates;  and  to  discourage  the  trans- 
portation of  bullion,  which  had  enereased  by  clip- 
ping the  king's  coin,  a  custom  of  twelve-pence  was 
imposed  on  each  ounce  of  silver  so  transported. 

Tawot 
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Talbot  conducted  his  government  with  the  greater 
ease^  as  he  seems  to  have  resigned  himself  entirely 
to  the  reigning  faction  which  opposed  the  earl  of 
Ormond.  He  even  so  far  adopted  the  resentments 
and  passions  of  this  party^  that  at  his  return  to  Eng* 
land  he  accused  this  earl  of  treason  before  the  duke 
of  Bedford^  constable  of  England.  But  the  king^ 
either  from  bis  own  indutgent  temper^  or^  whieh  is 
moire  probable,  from  the  policy  of  his  ministers,  who  ^'* 
deemed  it  prudent  not  to  declare  absolutely  m  favor 
of  any  partv  of  the  Irish  aiibjects,  inkerposed  his  au- 
tjioriiy,  and  stopped  £he  pPMecuiion  ot  tbis^  charge. 
Talbot  archbishop  of  Doblinr^  was  left  deputy  ibt  his 
absence,  and  was  so  possessed  with  the  sentiments 
of  his  brother,  the  earf  of  Shrewsbury,  that  he  even 
wrote  a  treatise  on  the  abuses  of  Ormond's  late  ^- 
vernmenL  The  prior  of  KiTmainham,  Thomas  Fitz* 
Thomas,  still  more  violent^  renewed  the  charge  of 
high-treason  against  Ihe  eai^I,  which  was  to  be  sup- 
ported by  combat.  But  here  again  the  king  inter- 
posed ;  and  this  repeated  fkvw  to  the  earl  of  Ormond 
iseems  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  that  lasting  at- 
tachment vrhich  the  family  of  Butler  afterwards  dis- 
covered tp  the  house  of  Lancaster  and^its  interests. 
But  the  jealousies  fuid  factions  which  now  subsisted 
in  Engfauid^  produced  a  new  appointment  to  the  ad-  . 
ministration  of  govemmei^f  in  Ireland,  vfhich  had  a 
lasting  and  important  iitftqence  if  pen  theafKiirs^pf  this 
country.  ' 
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Contests  between  the  housed  of  York  and  Lancaster  •  •  •  .Deaih 
of  the  earlofMarche.  •  •  .Richard  duke  of  York  appointed 
chief  goroernor  of  Ireland*  • .  *  His  conduct  and  conciliating 
policy  in  this  country  • .  •  •  His  equity  to  the  old  natives, .  •  • 
His  popular  laws,  4 1  .His  departure.  •  •  .Insurrections. 
•  •  •  .Generous  contest  between  O'Connor  and  his  son*  •  •  • 
Military  conduct  of  Fiix- Eustace.  * .  .Administration  of 
the  earlofKildare. . .  .Duke  of  York  defeated  at  Blore- 
Heath. . . , Flies  into  Ireland^ . .  .His  reception .  • .  .Zeal 
of  the  subjects  and  parliament  of  Ireland  in  his  support. .  .• 
He  returns  to  England  on  the  victory  of  Northampton .  . .  • 
Is  attended  by  the  Meathians  and  others  from  Ireland.  . . . 
Is  defeated  i^nd slain  at  Wakefield.  . .  .  Effects  of  this  event 
»  on  the  native  Irish . . . .  Real  in/luenee  of  the  wars  of  York 
and  Lancaster  on  Ireland. 

1  WO  reigns  of  Lancastrian  princes,  and  the  se- 
cond particularly  distino'uished  by  the  brilliancy  of 
victory  and  conquest,  had ,  yet  not  entirely  extin- 
Rapin.'  guished  the  pretensions  of  the  family  of  York,  nor 
suppressed  tne  zeal  of  those  partizans  who  se- 
cretly favored  the  elder  branch  of  Edward  the 
third,  and  regarded  the  succession  of  the  Lancastrian* 
line,  however  sanctified  by  the  decisions  of  parlia- 
ment, as  an  injurious  usurpation.  Even  in  the  very 
eomtnencement  of  the  present  reign,  it  had  been 
deemed  prudent  to  remove  Edmond  earl  of  Marche 
from  public  view.  He  was  descended^  in  the  fe- 
male line,  from  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  elder 
brother  to  the  prince,  from  whom  the  present  reign- 
inff  familv  derived  all  that  they  could  claim  of#  he- 
reditary right.  In  an  infant  reign,  the  most  scrupu- 
lous cautions  were  deemed  necessary.  Edmund  was 
seat  to  jgovera  Ireland ;  and  by  lii  suddM  deaths 
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the  rights  of  his  family  devolved  on  his  brother 
Ricbara^  a  mau  possessed  of  all  the  qudities  necessa*- 
ry  for  supporting  them ;  valiant^  prudent^  and  tern- 
perate;  determined^  but  not  precipitate;  with  that 
justice  and  beni^ityof  disposition^  which  conciliated 
the  affections  oi  his  followers^  and  that  patient  per« 
severance  which  watched  the  incidents  of  state^  and 
iiaited  to  employ  his  power^  when  the  favorable 
moment  promised  to  crown  him  with  success.  On 
the  death  of  the  illustrious  duke  of  Bedford^  he 
Lad  been  appointed  regent  of  France ;  and  in  this 
country  for  some  years  supported  the  declining  in- 
terests of  England  with  vigor  and  address.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  earl  of  Warwick;  on  his 
death  returned  to  France;  and  when  again  removed 
from  his  government,  by  the  intrigue  and  superior 
interest  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  came  into  Eng- 
land at  a  time  most  favorable  for  practising  on  the 
passions  of  men,  and  disposing  them  to  support  his 
pretensions. 

The  rivalship  which  subsisted  between  the  card!- 
cal  of  Winchester  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  pro- 
duced the  marriage  of  Henry  the  sixth  with  Mar- 
garet of  Anjou,  which  brought  tliis  weak  and  pliant 
prince  under  the  dominion  of  a  consort,  possessed 
with  that  strength  of  understanding,  extent  of 
genius,  and  boldness  of  cntei7)rize,  which  qualified 
her  for  all  the  turbulence  of  the  political  scene. 
She  devoted  herself  to  that  party  which  had  raised 
her  to  the  throne.  The  duke  of  Gloucester,  the 
darling  of  the  people,  was  disgraced,  accused,  and 
murdered.  A  series  of  unpopular  and  odious 
measures,  disgraceful  enterprizes,  insidious  conces- 
sions, and  inglorious  treaties;  the  despicable  easi- 
ness of  the  long,  and  the  headstrotig  domination  of 
his  rulers,  raised  a  dangerous  ferment  among  the 
unquiet  spirits  of  the  English,  which  was  encreased 
by  the  powerful  partizans  of  the  family  of  York. 
Complaints  were  propa^ted  of  the  mean  abilities 
and  inglorious  submissions  of  the  king,  and  of  the 
tyranny,  iniquity,  and  corruption  of  his  ministry. 

His 


iiis  title  t6  a  crown,  ^idi  be^ollamiHly  ilis^cied^ 
was  €oiite§ted  withoat  resenre^  «nl  4he  preteitsioHs 
of  Riehurd  urgently  enfofoed.  The  queen  aind 
ber  partlzAM  were  not  inattentire  to  the  rising^ 
dang^er^  and  ju^y  conceired  k  a  necessary  precati- 
iiof  1  to  remoYe  the  duke  of  York  to  a  distance  from 
the  scene  of  political  intri^e. 

T«E  petitions  sent  to  every  Engtish  paHiamentj 

C<3^im^  describing  4he  hostile  dispositions  dT  the  Irish^  awl 
the  perpetual  danger  of  the  English  settlements^  in 
terms  highly  aggravated,  seem  to  have  afSdfded  the 
wpet^noe  for  appoioting  duke  Ridbard  vice-gerent 
in  this  kingdom.  At  a  time  when  the  old  natives 
"vvere  entirely  engaged  hy  their  pfovineiai  quarrels^ 

^°  y^     and  Connau^ht^  tUster^  and  Munster,  severally  em- 

]^,  '  bfoiled  in  the  contests  of  rival  ehieftains^  it  was 
usserted  in  England^  that^  a  general  i^bellion  against 
the  ESnglish  government^  demanded  the  immediate 
presence  of  an  able  and  respeetable  lieatcnant;  and 
the  charge  of  suppressing  the  imaginary  eommotion 
was  assigned  to  the  duke  of  York.  This  prince^ 
cautious  aud  deliberate  in  his  pursuits,  deemed  his 
noble  and  powerful  connections  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  interests  of  his  family,  though  his  own  pre- 
«eace  wefe  (or  a  while  withdrawn ;  and  justly  con- 
cluded that  a  prince  of  the  Mood,  allied  to  the 
house  of  De  Buigo,  invested  with  the  earklom  of 
IJlater,  the  lordships  of  Connaught,  Clare^  Trim, 
and  Meathj  and  the  inheritor  of  a  vast  estate  in 
Ireland,  could  not  fail  to  strengthen  his  party  by  an 
'extensive  foHowing  in  this  kingdom.  He  accepted 
of  the  office  assigned  to  him,  but  took  care  that  it 
should  be  attended  with  all  the  honor  and  autho- 

Davis.  irtty  which  had  ever  been  conferred  on  the  most 
distinguished  of  his  predecessors.  He  stinulated 
to  hold  his  government  for  ten  years,  to  receive  the 
whole  revenue  of  Ireland  without  account^  widi  an 
immediate  advance  of  two  thousand  marks,  and  an 
annual  pension  of  two  thousand  more  from  England, 
to  be  empowered  to  let  the  king's  lands,  to  dispose 
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of  all  offices;  to  levy,  such  forces  as  he  should  jud^e 
necessary^  to  name  his  deputy^  and  to  return  at  hifi 
pleasure. 

His  arrival,  and  appearance  in  the  seat  of  go- A.D. 
vemment,   vr as  splendid  and  ina«^nificent. '   The  of- 1449. 
iicers  of  state  surrounded  bioi  with  expressions  ot 
extraordinary  ^eal  and. devotion;  and  numbers  of 
(lepieodents  from  his  own  lands,  ( especially  of  Meath,  Ann. 
where  his  patrimonal  rights  had  been  best  prescrv-  Ferbu. 
cd  )  crowded  to  a  court  where  all  were  received  with  ^^^' 
a  conciliating  address  and  condescension.    He  en- 
tertained every  party  with  equal  kindness,  without 
declaring  openly  for  any.     His  obliging  deportment 
engaged  their  affections,  his  prudence  and  caution 
moderated  their  violence.     With  the  dignity  of  a 
prince  of  the  blood-royal,  he  united  tlie  ease  aftd 
affected  cordiality  of  an  associate  and  kinsman  of  tne 
Irish  subjects :  and  this  people,  whose  jealousies  had 
too  often   been  awakened  by  the  neglect  of  former 
governors^    and  their  indignation  roused  by  con- 
tempt,    were  captivated  by  a  prince  who  treated 
them  agreeably  to  their  own  ideas  of  their  merits 
and  consequence.    Among  the  great  rival  lords, 
Ormond  was  known,  to  be  remancably  attached  to 
the  reigning  prince:,  yet  he  too  was  received  by  the 
new  governor  with  the  respect  and  attention  dtie 
to  his  exalted  rank.    His  frequent  hitercourse  with 
the  English  court,  and  the  exercise  of  Irish  govern^ 
ment  with  which  he  had  been  repeatedly  entrusted, 
had  formed  him  to  the  manners  and  deportment  of 
station  and  political  business,  iustriicted  him  in  the 
true  value  of  the  civilities  of  the  duke,  and  taught 
him  to  return  them  by  a  like  exterior  of  respect 
and  deference.     Desmond,  who  lived  retired  from 
the  seat  of  government,   in  the  rude  pride  of  vast 
possessions  and  numerous  followers,  and  rather  with 
the  port  of  an  Irish  chieftain,  than  the  submission  of 
an  English  subject,  was  less  experienced,  and  of 
consequence  more  captivated  by  the  obliging , de- 
meanor of  the  duke  of  York:     The  attentions  of 
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so  great  a  prince  were  tobim  more  valuable:  th^y 
confirmed  his  dependents  in  their  notions  of  the 
grandeur  and  consequence  of  their  lord,  and  swelled 
'  Sis  own  pride ;  but,  with  an  undesigning;  confidence, 
he  accepted  them  as  the  genuine  marks  of  sincerity, 
and  returned  them  by  a  real,  warm,  and  generous 
attachment.  The  duke,  soon  after  arrival,  had 
>  an  opportunity  of  shewing  an  equal  and  impartial 
l^ivi  attention  to  these  great  rivals.  He  had  a  son  bom 
in  the  castle  of  Dublin,  George,  afterwanls  the  ill- 
fated  duke  of  Clarence.  Ormond  and  Desmond 
were  the  persons  chosen  to  be  sponsors  to  the  infant 
prince;  an  incident  which  had  its  full  effect  on  Des- 
mond, who,  more  possessed  with  the  Irish  ideas  of 
Gossipred  and  its  ties,  was  thus  confirmed  in  his  at- 
tachment to  the  duke,  but  at  the  same  time  so  in- 
toxicated, by  what  he  deemed  an  extraordinary 
mark  of  respect,  that  it  is  said  to  have  encouraged 
Iiun  to  very  dangerous  excesses  of  insolence  and  op- 
pression. 

The  duke  had  come  to  his  government,  unat- 
tended by  any  forces;   and,   whatever  representati- 
ons had  been  made  in  London,  he  founu  no  consi- 
derable enemies  to  encounter,  nor  any  very  extensive 
commotions  to  suppress.     The  son    of  a  northern 
chieftain,    called    Mac-Eochaghan,    either  from  a 
desire  to  avenge  some  wrongs,  or  from  the  impe- 
tuosity of   youtliful  valor,    had  indeed  risen   up, 
^nd  made  an  inroad  into  Meath,  attended  with  con- 
siderable depredations.     This  incident  wasrepre- 
Campion.  sented  by  the  duke  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Salis- 
bury, his  brother-in-law,  as  highly  alarming  and 
formidable;    and    the  king  urgently  entreated  to 
Imsteii  the  stipulated  remittances  to  nis  lieutenant, 
that  the  state  of  Ireland  might  not  be  entirely  ruin- 
ed.    But  when  the  duke  came  to  lead  the  royal 
army  against  this  invader,  the  danger  was  reaaily 
/^^^        dissipated.     A^treaty  was  proposed  and  accepted  by 
Ferbifl.     York,  which,  with  a  spirit  of  equity  and  justice,  he 
^^^'        soon  conducted  to  an  issue  satisfaetory  to  both  par- 
ties; and   the  Irish  chieftain  returned  to  his  resi- 
dence^ 
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dence,  tontented  with  boasting  to  his  rude  follow* 
era,  that  he  had  given  peace,  to  the  king's  lieute* 
nant 

In  these  federal    transactions  with    the    native 
Irish,   he  was  purposedly  studious  to  recommend 
himself  to  their  favorable  opinion,  b^  moderation    -^ 
and   impartial  justice.     To  the   subjects  he  was 
equally  careful  to  express  his  zeal  and  solicitude  for' 
their  welfare,  by  repairing  and  erecting  castles  for 
the  defence  of  their  settlements,   and  oy  reviving 
and  enforcing  such  institutions  as  might  remedy 
those  disorders,  and  correct  those  abuses  which  bad 
been  the  subject  of  popular  complaint.    In  a  parlia-(r.  Sut 
ment  Convened  at  Dublin,  a  new  law  was  enactedtSH.  Vt 
restraining  the  number  of  idle  and  disorderly  follow* 
ers,  hitherto  entertained  by  the  marchers  and  other 
lords,    notwithstanding^  repeated   prohibitions.     It 
ordains,  that  no  lord  sliall  entertain  more  horse  or- 
footmen,  than   he  can  support  without  burden  to* 
his  neighbours,  and  that  the  names  of  all  those  who^ 
form  his  retinue  shall  be  returned  to  the  magistrates 
of  his  county  or  borough :  that  all  eoyne,  cosherings, 
and  other  arbitrary  exactions  be  utterly  abolished  : 
and  that  the  violation  of  this  statute,  in  any  part, 
shaU  be  adjudged  and  punished  as  felony*.     To 
prevent  the  frequent  harassing  of  the  subject  in  a 
time  of  suspicion  and  disordet,  when  complaints 
were  rashly  or  insidiously  made,  and  too  readily  re*  Rot  Can. 
ceived,  it  was  enacted  in  tlie  same  parliament*  thatUib. 
toe  prosecutor  should  give  security  to  pay  the  just 
damages,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  defendant  nad 
been  wrongfully  accused ;  that  bail  should  be  ac« 
capted,  and  the  aggrieved  party  allowed  his  suit  for 
false  imprisonnddnt.     It  was  not  only  declared  law* 
full  to  kill  every  man  found  robbing  or  despoiling  - 
the  subject ;  but  a  reward  was  to  be  levied  on  the  dis- ' 

trict 

^  '<  But  to  the  end  that  some  ineanes  might  be  raiaed  to  noriah  some 
*'  fofifts  for  defence  of  the  pale,  by  aDother  acte  of  parliament  everie 
**  tw^ty  pound  land  was  charged  with  the  funushing  and  mainteaao(;e 
*'  of  oDe  archer  oa  hoTiDe-bttcke/'    Davis.. 
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trict  in  which  such  service  was  performed.  And 
for  the  more  effectual  and  impartial  administration 
of  justice,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  officers  of  State 
should  grant  no  privilege  but  to  their  menial  ser- 
vants. In  another  parhament  held  at  Drogheda^ 
*  name  further  statutes  were  enacted^  more  especially 
to  prevent  grievances  in  the  proceedings  of  law. 
To  strengthen  the  government  of  the  duke,  an  act 
of  resumption  was  noro  passed  of  lands  and  offices; 
ttnd  to  enable  him  to  resist  the  enemy  without  load* 
ing  the' subject  with  heavy  subsidies,  he  was  em* 
powered  to  proclaim  the  ro\al  service,  and  demand 
the  attendance  of  ail  the  King's  subjects,  notwith* 
standing  a  late  statute  which  hsul  forbidden  sudi  pro** 
damation  to  be  made  within  ten  years  ensuing.  And 
so  favourable  was  this  assembly  to  the  earl  of  Of* 
roond  and  his  interests,  that  ^n  address  of  thanks  was 
voted  to  the  king  for  his  late  protection  and  generous 
acquittal  of  this  earl  from  the  groundless  and  mali« 
<nous  accufsations  of  his  enemies. 
Rapid.  While  the  duke  of  York  thus  administered  his 
government  in  Ireland,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  re-  * 
commend  himself  to  popular  favor,  and  encrease  the 
number  of  bis  adherents,  the  partizans  of  his  fa- 
mily in  England  were  industrious  to  entlame  the  dis-/ 
contents  conceived  against  the  queen  and  her  mi- 
nister, and  to  improve  every  incident  to  the  ptir* 
poses  of  his  faction.  The  prosecution,  and  death 
of  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  (the  vielenfc  effect  of  discon- 
tent too  justly  conceived,  and  industriously  foment- 
ed,) freed  *him  from  a  powerful  adversaiy.  The 
progress  of  Cade,  who  assumed  the  popular  name  of 
Mortimer,  and  led  his  male-contents  throu/a^h  a 
course  of  most  alarming  extra vagtmcies,  had  disco- 
vert the  dispositions  of  the  people  to  the  house  of 
York  •  avid  it  was  (possibly  with  good  reason)  siip* 
posed  that  this  Irisliman  had  been  secretly  employefl 
hy  the  duke,  for  that  very  purpose.  At  court  it  was 
without  reseiTe  alleged,  that  York  had  raised  this 
insurrection,  was  forming  designs  against  the  king, 
and  intended  to  lead  aa  Irish  army  into  England  in 

order 
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ordor  to  dethrone/liira.  .  Lietters  were'difpatched  to 
the  Sheriffs  of  Cheshire,  Shropshire,  and  Wales/no» 
tifyinr  the  traitorous  intentions  of  tlie  duke/  and 
dinectinj^  them  to  oppose,  his  landing.  Such  rash 
declarations  of  the  fears  and  suspicions  of  the  courts- 
taught  the  pedple  to  enquire  into  the  ^unds  and 
reasons  of  this  procedure,  and  to  examine  the  pre-^  . 
tensions  of  the  duke.  To  him  they  aflforded  a  fa  if 
pretence  of  returning  into  Englana,  to  justify  hid  . 
conduct^  and  to  guard  against  the  designs  of  his  ma-* 
licious  enemies ;  and  both  be  aad  his  uction,  when* 
they  found  their  schemes  suspected,  became  the- 
more  determined  and  the  less  cautions.  The  duke, 
embarked,  eluded  the  opposition  on  the  coa^t  of 
Wales,  and  sooti  appeared  in  London,  but  without 
any  aVmy^  and  with  such  a  train  as  Could  give  no 
&ir  or  plausible  cause  of  complaint. 

It  doth  not  appear  what  particular  provisions  a.  D.. 
thisprioce  made  at  his  departure  for  the  admini-i^^i. 
stration  of  Irish  government.  It  seems  highly  extra-' 
ordinary  that  he  should  constitute  the  carl  of  Or- 
mond  his  deputy,  a  noted  jmrtizan  of  the  house  of 
Lancaster^  and  about  this  time  honored  with  the 
additional  earldom  of  Wilts.     And  yet  we  find  thispat.  Roi. 
earl  summoning  a  parliament  at  Dn^heda,  under'i  H.  vi 
the  title  of  deputy  to  the  duke,  and  soon  after  cne-^J-  '^'*''- 
ated  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  by  the  king;  and,  as'   ^^ 
hit  presence  was  necessary  in  England^  he  constitnt- 
ed  the  archbishop  of  Armagh  his  deputy.    But  such 
were  the  disorders,  or  such  the  apprehensions  arising  ? 
from  the  appointment  of  an  ecclesiastic  to  a  govern* 
ment  which  required  military  abilities,  that  the  earl 
soon  received  the  king's  command  to  return  to  Ire- 
land j  where,  after  a  few  inconsiderable  excursions'-^ 
to  correct  the  disorders  of  the  ancient  natives,  he^^^^ 
died,  and  the  administration  devolved  on  Sir  Eil-periMfl. 
ward  Fitz-Eustace,  a  warlike  knight,  and  fitted  for^a>     • 
a  governmoDt  wbi<di  required  activity  and  vigor*. 

The 

*  On  the  apparent  reoonoiKatioj^  of  *the  kii^  and  duira  of  Yor1(,  and       ^    ' 
the  relirin^  or  the  duke  to  Vf  ales,  he  fcems  to  hare  been  ree»toied  to 
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The  absence  of  the  duke  of  York  had  encouraged 
the  native  Irish  to  several  petty  quarrels :  the  death 
of  the  earl  of  Ormond  enflamed  their  spicits  still- 
more  violently.  Innumerable  incursions^  and  expe- 
ditions in  different  cjuarters  of  the  island^  are  re^ 
coided  by  their  annalists^  which  neither  deserve  nor 
admit  of  a  detail.  The  lords  of  the  English  race/ 
who  were  attached^  to  the  crown,  exerted  themselves 
against  the  remoter  insurgents^  while  the  deputy 
hnnself  was  employed  to  jestrain  the  violences  exer- 
cised in  Leinster.  O'Connor,  the  turbulent  Irish 
ebieflain  of  Ofial^j  had  alanned  the  deputy  by  an 
inroad  into  the  district  of  Kiidare.  He  was  sur- 
(>rized  by  Fitz-Eustace,  and  his  troop  put  to  the 
rout.  Tne  chieftain,  in  endeavouring  to  escape 
from  his  pursuers,  fell  from  his  horse;  hisson,  ttie 
companion  of  bis  danger,  stopt,  and  remounted: 
him  )*  but  unhappily,  tbe  father  fell  a  second  time  to 
the  ground.  A  generaus  contest  was  now  commenc* 
ed  between  the  father  and  son,  which  of  them  should 
be  resigned  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  The  youth 
Urgently  pressed  his  father  to  take  his  horse,  to  leave 
him  to  his  fate,  and  to  seize  the  present  moment  of 
providing  for  his  own  safety.  The  father  obstinately* 
refused  ;  commanded  his  son  to  fly,  and  was  Quickly 
made  prisoner ;  but  as  it  appeared  that  he  had  taken 
arms  merely  for  the  sake  or  prey,  not  with  Miy  de* 
liberate  purpose  of  opposition  to  English  govern* 
tnent,  he  was  released  without  any  injury. 

Thb  chieftains  of  the  north  were  still  more  tur« 
bulent,  and  required  greater  force  and  severer  exe* 
cution  to  repress  tlieir  violences.  The  sept  of  O'Nial 

was 


bis  Irish  governmeot,  or  at  least  acVnowIedffdd  as  tlw  regtilar  yice-ge^ 
jreot ;  for  in  a  patent  of  the  thirty-first  of  Hanry  the  t)ixtb,  dated  the 
twelfth  of  Augn>«t,  the  king  stile»  Fitz-Eustace  deputy  of  our  dearly 
beloved  cousin  Richard,  duke  of  York,  lofd  lieutenant  of  our  land  of 
Ireland.  He  was  afterwards  invested  with  this  o0ice,  by  virtue  of  the 
duke*s  commission,  bearing  date  tiie  twenty-third  of  April,  in  the  thir- 
ty-sceonU  of  Henry  the  aUih.     Rot..  Tur.  Benn. 
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was  ^frerllie  most  jealous  and  most  impatient  of  tbeAnn* 
English  power^  as  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of^^'* 
England  was  regarded  as  an  usurpation  of  the  claims 
of  royalty^  which  their  own  native  lord  never  had 
resigned.  They  had  indeed  gradually  dispossessed 
the  English  from  several  of  the  most  valuable  settle* 
ments  in  Ulster ;  but  since  the  Scottish  invasion  in  the 
reign  of  Ed  ward  the  second^  they  had  not  been  able  to 
form  any  scheme  of  general  insurrection.  Tempora- 
'  ty  excuisions  and  marauding  expeditions  they  had 
frequently  made;  and  now^  havmg  intelligence  of 
some  English  vessels  sailing  from  the  port  of  Dub* 
lin,  they  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  barks^  attacked  them 
in  their  passage^  rifled  them^  made  the  passengers 
their  prisoners^  among  whom  was  the  archbishop  of 
Dubhn^  and  returned  laden  with  their  spoils  and 
exulting  in  their  success.  The  alarm  of  this  enter- 
prize,  soon  reached  the  English,  yet  resident  in  the 
north,  was  conveyed  to  Dublin,  and  a  force  quicklv 
raised  to  chastise  these  pirates.  Several  of  the  Irisn 
chieflains  of  Ulster,  united  with  the  son  of  O'Nial, 
who  boldly  marched  against  his  invaders,  and 
threatened  the  English  with  a  war  more  formidable 
than  they  had  ftir  some  time  experienced.  An  en- 
(^gement,  however,  fought  at  Ardglass,  and  for 
sometime  obstinately  maintained,  at  length  ended  in 
the  total  discomfiture  of  the  northern  Irish.  Their 
general  was  taken  prisoner,  and  several  of  his  asso- 
ciates were  slain,  with  five  or  six  hundred  of  inferi* 
or  note;  a  seasonable  mortification  to  these  turbu- 
lent septs,  which  confined  them  to  their  own  local 
contests,  and  left  the  deputy  at  leisure  to  attend  to 
the  regulation  of  government.  He  soon  after  sum- 
moned a  parliament  at  Dublin,  in  which  all  sta- 
tutes, enacted  in  England,  against  suing  provisionsjr.  Stat. 
Bit  Rome,  were  made  of  force  in  Ireland ;  anotlierA.  D. 
ftatute  was  enacted  to  prevent  coroners  from  ha-  ^^^ 
rassing  and  detaining  jurors,  who,  on  inquisition  for 
murder,  return  that  they  know  not  the  perpetrator ; 

and 
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'and  a  third  to  prohibit  appeals  to  Eogland^  except 
ill  cases  of  treason. 

.  Thi9  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and 
the  ease  and  convenienqe.ot  the  sulnect,  closed  the 
adoiiuj^Aration .  of  Fitz-Eustace.    The   affairs   of 
Eo^hind  became  gfaduully   niore  and  more  em- 
broiled.   The  total  loss  of  all  the  Fi'i&nch  domini- 
609,  so  mortifying;  to  popular  vanity,  enflamed  the 
general  discontent;  and  tne  birth  of  a  young  prince 
taught  the  Yorkists  the  immediate  necessity  of  im*' 
proving  thi^m.  .  Duke  Richard  issued  from  his  re- 
treaty  and,  under  pretence  of  the  king's  indispositi*! 
on,  nas  by  the  parliament  appointed  protector  and 
lieutenant  of  the  realm.,    The  opposite  faction  en« 
deavoured  to  twrest  this  po^er  from  his  hands.   The 
contest  came  at  length  to  be  d<>cided  by  arms;  the 
victory  of  JSaint  Albaq's  gave  the  duke  possession 
of  the  king's  perscm,.  a|id  the  whole  authority  of  the 
crown;  he  deternfiined  to  strengthen  lii^  interest  in 
Ireland;  Fitz-Eustace  was  removed,  and  the  reins 
of  government  entrusted  tp .  (he  eqrl  of  Kildare, 
whose  femily  had  fprmed  a  stnct  connexion  with  the 
dvke  of  York  during  his  residence  in  Ireland,  and 
wece  still  the  partizan^  and  assertors  of  his  cause, 
as  well  as  the  rivals  of  Ormond,  whose  attachment 
to  king  Heary  vas  equally  avowed.    A  nobleman^! 
one  of  the  mpst  powerful  and  distinguishfyl  friends 
to  his  brethren  of  English  race,  whose  house  had 
been  their  great  support  against  all  the  weight  and 
all  the  oppressions  of  the  later  and  more  favored 
party  sent  from.  England  to  the  various  departments 
of  administration,  proved  an  acceptable  and  sue- 
^""h       cessful  ^varnor.    .The  deaths  of  several  native 
jvis  ^'     l^^ish  chieftains,  as  well  as  of  some  of  the  'most 
powerAil  lords  among  the  degenerate  English,  con* 
fribttted  to.  the  ease  of  bis  government,  and  the 
« tranquillity  of  the  state.    He  ruled  unmolested  ex- 
cept from  some  insurrections  of  the  Butlei's,  who 
joined  with  some  Irish  chiefs,   and  attempted  to 
disturb  his  government.     But  ahhough  the  com* 

motion 
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tnotfclfl  VrtiM  at  first  to  coitelderable  as  to  ottmiolk  an 
application  to  the  tiirone,  yet  it  was  soon  suppressed. 
And  the  depatj  left  at  liberty  to  enact  laws,  for  the 
space  of  four  years,  till  new  revolutions  Jil  the  afiairb 
of  England  dismissra  him  /h>rii  hischai^. 

T«E  Birit   of   Marnuwt  renewed  the  contests^  1^- 
Vith  the  Yorkists,  wbicSi,  after  an  affected  recondli- ^^^*' 
ation,  broke  cot  acain;  and  at  Blore-Hcath,  near 
Slaflfordriiire,  duke  Kiduird  was  betrayed>  defeated, 
and  driven  for  shelter  into  Ireland.  He  was  here  re- 
ceived not  as  a  fugitive,  hut  with  all  the  marks  of 
^Merence   due  to   a  chief  governor,    and  ail  the 
warmth  of  aflection  which  his  former  conduct  had 
ejLC\t0A ;  and  while  his  adherents  were  proclaimed  re- 
bels and  traitors,  and  he  himself  formally  attainted  in 
a  parliament  held  at  Coventry,  the  body  of  Irish  sub-  Coctoo. 
jeets  declared  almpsi  nnanimously  in  favor  of  his 
oftuse,  and  aealously  resolved  to  support  it  with  their 
lives.    The  vengeance  of  the  crown,  though  it  could 
not  reach  the  dnke,  yet  puraued  some  of  his  party 
into  Irdaad.  Writs  were  sent  over  to  seize  and  bring 
tbem  to  Hisltce.     But  here  th^  king's    authority 
proved  <h  little  weight  against  the  influence  of  the 
papular  viceroy.    He  not  onlv  controled  the  exe- 
cution of  these  writs,  but  had  the  addi*ess  to  pre-  ^ 
vail  upon  an  Irish  parliament  to  enact  a  law,  declar- 
ing that  it  bad  benn  ever  customary,  in  their  iaucj, 
to  receive  and  entertaiu  strangers  with  due  support 
and  hospitality,  thaA  the  custom  was  good  and  laud-  Imh  Stat, 
aible,  and  that  it  should  be  deemed  high- treason  for  l^^  VII 
any  person,  under  pi'etence  off  any  writs,  privy  sm1s«  ^'  * 
or  otlier  authority,  to  attach  or  disturb  the  persons, 
60  supported  or  eTifteftained,     Nor  was  Uiis  law,  evi- 
4mt\j  dictated  by  tbe  extreme  violence  of  faction, 
adfftred  to  lie  dormant.     An  agent  of  the  eari  of 
Ormond,  who  probably  was  totally  unacquainted 
vrkh  it,  ventured  ifl*o  Ireland  to  attach  some  of  those 
now  called  rebels,  by  virtur^  of  ihekdiig'awrit,  but 
was  instantly  seized,  condemned,  and  executed  as  a 
traitor.  o 
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But  the  temper  of  the  Iriflh  siibjects,  and  the 
.  |K>rfcy  of  the  duke  of  York,  will  appear  more  fully 
by  M  abstract  of  some  laws  passed  in  (he  Irish  paF- 
liament  immediately  after  his  return. 

.The  assembly  in  the  firsi  place  assumed  the  power 
of  confirmifig  the  patent  made  to  the  duke^  consti- 
tuting him  lieutenant  of  Ireland  for  ten  years.    They 
enacted,  tlurt  if  a»y  person  irfioold  imagine,  eom- 
H^.       -pass,  or  i^xcite  his  destruction,  or  dcmt^,  and  for  this 
asH^i  P^T^^^'se  confederate  with  the  Irish,  or  any  other 
persons,  they  sboirid  be  attainted  of  high-treason. 
By  ait  act  calenlated  to  guard  the  duke  and  his  ad- 
herents from  aU  the  attenupts  of  his  enemies  in 
England^  they  dec:lared  m  tne  fullest  manne%  that 
Ireland  is,  and  always  has  been^  incorporated  with- 
in itself,  by  ancient  la^s  and  customs,  andis  only 
1o  be  ^governed  by  such  laws,  as  by  the  lords  and 
commons  of  the  land,  in  parliament  assembled,  bafve 
been  advised,  accepted,  affioned,  and  pfoclaimed : 
that  by  cnstom,  iiriv>legey  and  franchise,  there  has 
ever  been  a  royal  seal  peculiar  to  Ireland,  to  which 
alone  the  subiects  are  to  pay  obedience :  that  this 
realm  hath  also  its  constable  and  marshal,  before 
whom  all  appeals  are  finally  determinable ;  yet  as 
orders  have  been  of  late  issued  under  an(Hher  sea), 
and  the  subjects  summoned  into  England  to  prose- 
cute their  suits  before  a  foreign  jurijMlfction,^  to  the 
great  grievance  of  the  people,  and  in  violation  of 
the  rights  and  franchise  of  the  land,  they  enact, 
that  for  the  future  np  persons  shatt  be  obligee)  by 
any  commandment,  under  any  other  seal  but  that 
of  Ireland,  to  answer  any  appeal,  or  iany  other  mat- 
ter, out  of  the  said  land,  and  that  no  officer  to  which 
such  commandment  may  come^  shall  put  the  same 
into   execution,  under  tne  penalty  of  forfeiture  of 
goods  and  chattels,  and  one  thousand  marks,  haif 
to  be  paid  to  the  king,  and  the  other  to  the  prose- 
cutor; and  farther^  that  all  appeals  of  treason  in 
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Ireland  be  determinable  before  the  constable  knd 
marshal  of  Ireland^  and  in  no  other  place. 

To  give  the  final  stroke  to  all  opposers  of  the 
present  I risU  government^  and  efiectuaily  to  intimi- 
date all  the  partiizans  of  Henry,  this  act  is  closed 
with  a  protision  truly  formidable :  "  That  if  any 
'^  person  shall  appeal  any  other  person^  within  the 
'' (and  of  Ireland^  and  the  matter  be  found  false, 
"  that  the  prosecutor  shall  suffer  death,  and  that  no 
"  pardon  in  this  case  shall  serve  him."  They  also 
took  care' effectually  to  encourage  the  use  of  the 
English  bow,  by  jenacting  that  every  man,  f3r  eveiT 
twenty  pounds  of  lands  or  other  possessions  whidn 
tie  enjoyed  in  Ireland,  should  entertain  an  archer  ar« 
rayed  and  horsed  after  the  English  manner,  a  pro- 
vision apparently  designed  to  oppose  the  Iriish,  but 
really  calculated  for  the  purposes  of  the  duke,  and 
to  maintain  his  quarrels  in  another  kingdom.  *  To 
crown  all  their  partiality  to  this  favorite  govenior, 
they  declare  all  Iiceneesi'of  absence  void,  die  lands 
of  absentees  forfeited,  and  conclude  wjth  a  resump- 
tion of  all  grants  from  the  first  year  of  this  present 
reign.  Some  further  attempts  made  by  the  royal 
party  to  seize  the  person  of  the  duke  and  some  of 
nis  adherents,  only  served  to  rouse  the  indignation 
of  his  partizans  in  the  Irish  parliament,  and  expose 
the  agents  to  their  vengeance.  And  b]^  thus  mixv 
ing  in  the  contests  of  England,  the  Irish  subjects 
were  flattered  into  an  opinion  of  thdr  own  conse- 
quence, and  eVen  their  vanity  served  to  inflame  thieir 
zeaL  Edward,  earl  of  Marche,  son  to  duke  Richard, 
had  followed  his  fhther  into*  Ireland ;  and  here 
being  informed  of  the  armament  preparing  by  the 
earls  of  Warwick  and  Salisbury,  he  repaired  to  these 
lords  at  Calais,  and  with  them  soon  effected  a  de- 
scent on  England.  Their  victory  at  Northampton 
once  more  called  the^dukeof  York  firbm  Ireland ;  on  ' 
which  occasion  the  attachment  of  his  adherents  in 
this  coohtry  was  eminemlly  displayed.  They  at- 
teqded  him  in  great  numbers^  witk  the  most  violent  Oavi9 
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FiogioM  professionB  of  .resolution  and  fidelity.    The  district 
Brer,       q(  Meath  ia  pariicuiajr  was  almost  exhausted  of  its 
Eufflish  inhabitants,  who  enabled  Richaid  to  appear 
ID  London  at  the  head  of  a  gdlant  and  foitnidable 
troop..    He  was  declared  fsuccessor  to  Henry  in  a 
parliament  surrounded  and  intimidated  by  his  vnited. 
tbrces.    Margaret,  that  intrepid  ami  indefatigablia 
princess  prepared  to  ppposenin).    He  hastened  to » 
suppress^  the  rising  disoraer,  but  found  i^  already  poo* 
powerful  for  his  arms.    With  five  thousand  men, . 
mostly  composed  of  his  Irish  followersi,  he  was  en- 
oountered  at  Wakefield  by  twenty  thousand,  and  ia 
this  unequal  contest  fel),  y^ith  numbers  of  his  ad- 
herents, upon  the  field  of  battle. 
Atm.  The  consequences  of  Ibis  iat|^(  aftion  to  the 

F«rl»     English  interest  ip  Irelan^/  Ji^ere  but  too  quickly 
pavk      perceived  by  the  old  natives.     They  considered  it 
as  a  final  determination  of  the  En^^lish  ppwer,  and 
proceeded  eaqh  to  poss^  b|rnself  pT  the  lands  which 
were  abandoned  by  the  English,  or  were  indefensible 
by  dieir  weakness^  so  as  gradually  to  circumscriba 
the  bounds  of  (he  English  province.     Meath  was 
desolated   by    in<;ursions   frpm    Leinster  and  the 
North ;  and,  in  a  state  of  anarchy  an<l  public  con^ 
stemation,  the  only  method  to  secure  peace  an^ 
protection   was  to  treat  with  the  turbulent  Irisb 
j^j^      cliieftains  as  superiors.    The  insurgents  of  |jeins« 
I^amb.     ter  recefved  their  pensions  and  consented  to  lay 
MS. '      down  their  arms.    The  same  method  of' pacifica).-. 
lion  was  pursued  in  other  quartera  of  the  island- 
p'Nial  in  the  North,  OBfien  and  Mac-Artky  ia 
the  South,  and  other  chieftains  receive^  annual 
tributes  from   tlieir   Engliidi    nf;jghbours^      Their, 
pride  was  fully  gratifiecfb^  what  they  deeoie^  the 
gi:eat  mark  of  sovereignty ;  and  the  English  as  i^ 
particular  sept,  were  sjifiered  to  live  ifnnioiested^ 
iinder  the  pi:0tection  dF  ether  particalar  septet  who 
I  l^rsued  their  oyfa  private  contests  Hodisturbed,  witJbk^ 

F^rL    *  Midw^s  disregard  to  th%  affiiirs  of  the  9^4^^  • 
MS.       (asUieyww^owad.)  ^. 
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It  is  Indeed  §fiuenShf  inuigmed  mid  rqweaeated, 
that  the  Uoody  wars  bet)V6en  the  iamilies  of.Lan^ 
cuter  and  York,  had  a  violent  and  dangecDi|s  efiect 
lipcfi  the  native  Imh,  in  exciting  them  to.  a  gttieral 
confederacy;  and  raistiig  their  whole  powers  against 
the  fiaglish  pde.  Bnt  we  haye,  troni  their  owa 
aondiista^  more  ^ttcjiiar  accounts  of  the  transac* 
tionaof  the  distinguished  septs^  at  this  peric«cl,  thaa 
these  iejnn^  remains  usually  afford.  And  faisd  any  Ann.' 
eon^ioeraUe  attempts  been  made  against  the  Eng-F<«^^ 
lishj  these  writers  wpuld  have  gloried  in  di&{daying^^ 
them.  They  tell  us  indeed-of  some  petty  insurrect^ 
oi^s  against  particularsettleme^tsof  the  Ekiglish^  and 
record^  with  triumph,  thfttthey  were  averted  b^  the 
payment  of  tribute.  But  they  are  particular  in  re-* 
latmg  the  ^pntests,  invasions^  and  engagements,  in 
which  their  chieftains  were  invo^vw  with  eaci^  - 
other^  which  are  (g^eAerally  so  fiitile^  sLnd  sometimes 
so  horrid^  «s  to  raise  no  suspicion  of  art  or  fiillacy  in 
their  annalists,  'the  representations  made  in  Eng- 
land of  this  people  and  their  conduct^  were  generally 
false  and  interested^  to  magnify  the  zeal  of  the 
great  lords,  to  procure  remittances  for  a  chief  go- 
vernor, or  to  conceal  the  offences  and  irregularities 
of  either.  The  English  vicegerents,  even  of  the 
very  best  dispositions^  were  kept  in  ignorance  dur^ 
ing  their  residence,  and  shut  up  in  the  seat  of  ^o« 
vemment  from  any  knowledge  of  the  native  Insh^ 
or  any  general  intercourse  even  with  the  most  peace- 
able among  them.  They  received  their  information  ^^ 
through  corrupted  channels:  it  was  trahspnitted  and 
believed.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  contest  for  the 
crown  of  England  during  this  period  of  carnage, 
had  its  princioal  effect,  m  Ireland,  on  the  great  lords 
entrusted  w|tn  the  administration,  or  possessed  of 
power  and  mflnence.  Vicegerents  unnotijbed,  and 
unrestrained  by  the  throne,  were  tempted  to  exer- 
cise their  apthprity  wi^  an  intemperate  and  utyust 
8€areritjr»  Blight  pretencep,  or  false  representations, 
MMrred  for  loMiqj^  the  subjects  with  opprespive  taxes. 
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Different  parliaments  were  summoned  at  the  inter* 
Tal  of  a  few  months^  and  repeated  subsidies  imposed, 
without  necessity^  and  bejond  the  abilities  of  the 
people.  A  grievance  so  flagrant  and^o  severe^  that 
by  a  law  made  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  this  present 
reign^  it  was  forbidden  to  hold  more  than  one  parii* 
ament  in  a  year;  and  if  the  phief  governor  should  is- 
sue his  writs  for  summoning  another  within  the  year, 
it  was  enacted^  diat  the  persons  summoned  might 
'  without  peril  refuse  to  appear,  and  that  the  acts  of 
such  a  pariiament  should  be  void.  The  law^  how- 
ever^ was  but  temporary^  to  continue  for  three  years. 
The  great  lords^  who  were  ever  rivals  to  each  other, 
were  at  the  same  time  less  restrained;  and  by  mix* 
ing  in  the  contests  of  England  enflamed  their  resent- 
ments^ and  were  ready  to  rush  against  each  other  in 
all  the  phrenzy  of  political  and  personal  animosity. 
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CHAP.    III.  ' 

InidHgence  received  of  (hi  deposition  of  king  Henry  4he 
tixih.^.mKildare  chief  gofcemor.. .  .Is  remaved.m.m 
fUz" Eustace  deputy  to  the  duke  of  Clarence.  •  •  .Death 
of  the  eariqfOrmond.  •  •  .His  brother  seeks  rejuge  in  Ire* 
land.  •  •  .His  fiction  rises  against  the  government  of  the 
new  king.  •  • .  Defeated  by  the  earl  of  Desmond. . .  .Pom* 
er  and  pride  of  thfs  lord.. .  .He  is  created  lord  deputy- 
•  •  •  .Marches  against  the  insurgents.  •  •  .Is  taken  prisoner^ 

'  and  rescued.  •  •  .His  eneif^es  take  advantage  of  his  dis* 
grace.  •  •  .His  quarrel  mth  the  bishop  of  Meath.  •  •  .Hi9 
parliament. . . :  Their  partiality  to  the  deputy. .  •  .His  de^ 
pmrture  to  England. . .  .Returns  to  his  gcfcemment  in  tri' 
nmph.  •  •  .Marriage  of  king  Edward  the  cause  of  the  earVs 
ruin.  •  •  •  Tiptoftj  earl  of  Worcester^  lord  deputy.  •  • .  Des" 
mand  disgraced.  •  •  .His  adherents  prosecuted  in  partta" 
ntent.  • « .Act  of  attainder  against  the  Geraldines. . .  .Des* 
mond  beheaded.  • .  .Earl  of  Kildare  restored  by  the  king. 
. .  •  M  Invested  with  the  government  of  Ireland. . .  .Obse^ 
quious  compliances  of  Irish  parliaments.  •  •  .Institution  of 
the  Fraternity  of  Saint  George. . .  .Revival  of  the  house 
of  Ormond. .  •  .Kildare  removed  from  the  government* 
. .  •  .Suddenly  restored. .  •  .Refuses  to  deliver  the  sword  to 
lord  Grey. .  •  .Public  conftision. .  •  .Rival  parliaments 
and  councils. . .  .Kildare  restored  to  the  government. . .  • 
King  Edward's  instructions  for  the  administration  of  Ire- 
land.  •  •  .Encreasing  power  of  Kildare •  •  •  .His  alliance 
with  Conn  O^Nial.  • .  .His  infuence  during  thcreigns  of 
Edicard  the  ffth  and  Richard  the  thirds 

i^HEN  the  first  commotion  in  Ireland^  raised 
by  the  fatal  action  of  Wakefield,  Imd  once  subsided, 
t^e  king's  council  proceeded  to  exercise  their  anci- 
ent ri^t  of  electing  a  governor  until  the  ro^alRotc«B. 
pleasure  should  be  known^  and  on  this  occmionHih. 
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'demonstrttted  their  affection  to  the  houge  of  York*; 
for  Thomas^  eul  of  Kildare^  was  chosen  lord  jus- 
tice, and  by  virtur  of  bis  appointment,  immediately 
A.  p.      summoned  apadfemeni  at  Dublin.    Itwasproro- 
1461.      mied ;  intelligence  arrived  that  Henry  had  already 
been  deposed,  and  Edward  the  fourth  seated  on  the 
thiene  m  £ngland:  two  filitfaer  prorogalions  wete 
Rot  Caiudeemed  necessary :  In  the  mean  time  Kildafe  was 
Hib.       eoafinned  in  his  station  by  patent  from  tbe  new 
iEd.IV..yy|.^  and  tbeaotsof  hisadmtntstration  exercised 
3  Ed.  IV'. '^  Uie  name  of  Hemy  the  eijitbi  were  afterwards 
confirmed  and  ratified  in  the  Irish  parliament.    His 
•commisBion  was  however  speedily  superseded  -by 
the  i^ppointment  of  George^  duke  of  darencCi  to 
the  heutenancy  of  Irelsrai  for  life.    To  reward  the 
Pat.t      adherents  of  the  reining  family,  in  this- kingdom, 
Ed.  IV.    dir  Rowland  Fits-Bustace,  lord  treasurer,  was  crea- 
ted baron  of  Portlester,  and  Sir  Robert  Bamwall, 
baron  of  TrimUeston;  the  first  of  these*  was  en- 
trusted with  the  administration  of  government,  as 
deputy  to  the  king's  brother;  and  by  the  acts  of 
his  pariiament,  appears  to  have  condtictcd  himself 
'  with  a  laudable  attention  to  the  ease  and  secnritv  of 
Rot  t     the  subjects,  and  to  the  correction  of  the  usual  «>u- 
^^  ^V-    ste  and  disorders  of  these  early  periods. 
A.  D.         Taa  eari  of  Ormond  who  had  been  one  of  the 
i^w.      firgt  victims  to  the  revenge  of  the  triumphant  York- 
ists, was  attainted  and  executed  upon  a  scafTokl. 
The  Irish  pariiament,  edioing  the  sentiments  of  their 
Bot.9     associates  in  England,  and  eager  to  express  their 
£d  I V.    loyahy  and  aifection  to  the  king,  passed  an  act  for  tbe 
c.  10.      attainder  of  the  late  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Exeter, 
John,  late  lord  of  Rosse,  James,  late  lord  of  Wilts 
and  Ormond,  John  de  Ormond  kni^lit,  Thomas 
de  Ormond,  and  many  others  of  the  family  of 
Biitler^  for  adhering  to  the  king's  enemks.    Yet 
this  could  not  deter  Sir  John,  brother  and  heir  <^ 
Ann.       the  late  earl,  firom  making  trial  of  the  strength 
^^    and  attachment  of  his  Irish  adttierents.     He  fled 
into  Munsfer^  fi'om  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  with 
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OP  iacoDsiderable  train  of  foUowen  from  Eng^land, 
who^  in  the  desperate  state  of  the  Lancastrian  inter^ 
^t9«  sought  reuig€  under  htt  protection^  in  a  coun- 
try where  the  name  of  Onnond  eocrid  still  call  to- 
ptber  a  numerous  body  of  dependents.  These 
nockpd  round  him  on  his  arrival,  professed  the  most 
^rdent  seal  for  his  service,  and  soon  flattered  tiiin 
Into  an  opinion^,  that  he  was  powerful  enough  to 
hid  defiance  to  the  usurper's  Irish  deputy,  and  to 
assert  his  own  rights  as  well  as  those  of  the  dethron- 
ed king;.  Hostilities  were  thus  commenced,  which 
Fitz^Eitsface  might  have  found  it  difficult  to  repel. 
Cad  not  the  earl  of  Desmond  been  zealous  to  take 
arms  a|^inst  the  enemies  of  his  royal  master,  and 
the  rivals  of  his  house.  He  collected  his  followers^ 
to  the  number  of  twenty-thousand,  (if  we  may  be*  ^ 

lieve  the  declarations  of  parliament,)  and,  without  Stat  9. 
demanding  any  assistance  from  government,  marched  ^J^' 
a^inst  the  insurgents,  trusting  for  the  support  of^' 
his  array,  to  the  usual  method  of  arbitrary  imposi**  ^ 
tion,  lybidi  the  severest  legal  restraints  never  could 
abolish.     His  conduct,  however,  which  appears  not  Aifn. 
to  have  been  equal  to  his  spirit,  gave  the  advan-F^^"** 
tage  for  a  while  to  the  Ormondians.    His  brother 
Gerald  was  made  their  prisoner;  they  pierced  into 
Leinst^r,  and  possessed  themselves  of  Wexford ; 
but,  agreeably  to  the  romantic  usage  of,  their  time, 
instead  of  gradually  pursuing  their  advantage,  they 
rashly,  accepted  the  challenge  and  defiance  of  Des* 
mood,  and  consented  to  engage  in  a  pitched  battle. 
Here  they  were  to  encounter  numbers  much  superior 
to  their  own;  and  had  the  mortification  to  receive 
a  signal  overthrow.     They  were  driven  from  their 
conquests,  and  vigorously  pursued  into  their  own 
territories.     Kilkenny,  and  others  of  their  towns, 
were  seized  and  plundered,  the  lands  of  their  ad- 
herents were  exposed  to  the  severest  military  exe-- 
cu&ion ;  and  although  they  bad  received  a  reinforce* 
ment  from  Englaod,  they  still  found  it  necessary  to 
sh^ter  themselves  from  the  rage  of  a  victorious 
Vol..  II.  O  enemy. 
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•iietay>  in  their  distarft  forts  «nd  most  inaccessible 
stations. 

Such  was  the  success  of  the  onW  eflfort  made  in 
Ireland  to  oppase  the  prevailing  faction  of  York. 
The  triumphant  Desmond  was  now  appointed  lord 
deputy^  in  rewaid  of  his  distinguished  service^  and 
thus  united  the  authority  of  government  to  his  own 
personal  consequence.  The  inexperienced  young 
fold  (for  such  he  wais)  grew  giddy  with  success  and 
Attn.  exaltation.  The  Irish  natives  and  degenerate  Eng« 
Farbi^  ]ish,  their  associates^  ceou^ed  round  him  in  consider- 
^^  able  numbers^  more  from  attachment  to  his  persoti^ 
than  respect  po  his  commission ;  so  that^  as  if  still 
on  his  own  lands^  he  had  his  motley  train  of  fol- 
lowers^ and  supported  the  appearance  of  a  prince  or 
leader  of  a  sept.  But  the  en^nies  of  ms  house 
were  provoked  at  the  success  of  his  arms,  and  mor- 
tified at  bis  present  greatness.  They  watched  the 
suspicious  parts  of  his  conduct  with  severity,  and 
industriousUy  whispered  their  jealousies.  To  em- 
'bolden  them  to  propa«^te  this  disaffection,  diey 
had  the  malignknit  satit^faction  of  obtaining  new 
pretences  for  complaint.  The  sept -of  Melaehlin; 
the  ruling  Irish  fiatmily  of  Meath,  had,  on  some 
real  or  pretended  provocation,  been  invaded  by 
Petit,  one  of  the  most  ancient  Eno^Ush  settlers  in 
this  district;  and  in  revenge  of  his  depredations 
rose  up  in  arms.  Although  they  were  j>owerful 
enough  to  oblige  Petit  to  atone  for  his  offence,  by 
an  extraordinary  composition,  yet  their  incursions 
once  provoked,  could  not  be  immediately  repressed. 
Particular  parties  still  continued  their  ravages,  and 
by  suooess  soon  became  considerable  enough  to 
command  the  attention  of  the  lord  deputy.  He 
collected  some  forces  and  marched  against  the  plun- 
derers, with  a  contempt  of  their  power.  But  the 
ae^bouring  clans  flew  to  their  assistance  witih  such 
speed,  that  instead  of  dispersing  they  gave  I>e8mond 
battle,  and  with  such  success^  that  his  troops  Were 

totally 
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totally  routed^  aod  he  himself^  with  Mveral  of  his 
most  distinguished  followers^  became  their  pri* 
soners. 

.  The  Irish  were  disposed  to  treat  Deshiond  with  Ann. 
the  respect  usqaily  paid  to  one  of  their  owa  great  Ferb^* 
chieftains;  andhappily,  that  son  df  O'Connor  of^^* 
O'Fally^  who  on  a  former  qccastcm  displayed  so  ge-. 
nerous  a  eoncem  for  the  safety  of  his  father^  con- 
sidered  the  noble  prisoner  as  his  Icinsman,  by  foster- 
age, or  some  of  those  artificial  bands  of  connexion, 
held  so  sacred  by  his  countrymen,  and  which,  in 
despite  of  laws,  had  in  sevecal  instances  united  them 
with  Eof^sh  Amities.  He  had  ^ow  a  fair  occasion 
to  repay  the  indulgenc^e  shewn  to  his  fadier ;  and  he 
had  generosFty  to  embrace  it  He  conveyed  Des- 
mond, (his  brather,  as  he  called  him,)  to  a  place 
of  security,  and  dismissed  him  with  a  considerable 
pumber  of  his  followers.  But  although  he  was 
enabled  by  this  mortifying  act  of  kindness  to  regain 
the  seat  of  gbvermnent,  vet  such  was  his  weakness 
and.  consteniation,  that  tne  enemy  was  encouraged 
^o  coUept  from  different  quarters  round  the  helpless 
settlers  of  Meath,  and  (o  ravage  them  without  con** 
trol;  while  the  sept  of  O'Brien  issued  from  tho 
South,  arid  crossing  the  Shannon,  in  a  formidable 
body,  ravaged  and  e^^pelled  the  English  setUers  of 
Munster»  practised  secret)]^  with  the  Irish  of  Lein- 
ster,  and  seemed  on  the  point  of  forming  a  general 
^confederacy  with  these,  as  well  as  the  insurgents  of 
Argial  and  Breffiiey,  so  as  to  overwhelm  the  whole 
EngUsh  pi^le.  Desmond  had  no  other  method  of 
averting  the  danger  but  that  of  a  treaty  with,  his 
enemies.  The  chieftain,  O'Brieq,  was  |eft  m  pos- 
session of  a  considerable  part  of  his  conquests,  and 
an  annual  tribute  of  si:(ty' marks  secured  to  him 
from  the  citizens  of  Limenck:  and'having  thnsjiro- 
vided  for  his  own  particular  interests,  the  real  object 
of  hisattention^  he  returned  to  his  usual  residence,  in 
all  the  pride  of  an  Irish  Prince,  leaving  his  country <» 
men  to  make  the  like  compositions  with  English 
goyemmeqt,     ' 

SrcH 
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6u<m  mordficatioTis  naturally  diminished  thecaii;> 
sequence  and  popularity  of  Desmond^  and  afR>rd^ 
ed  matter  of  particular  triumph  to  his  enemies, 
'f  hey  now  inveighed  against  his  administration  with 
less  reserve^  his  suspicious  intercourse  with  the  Irish, 
his  illegal  an  J  oppressive  exa<^ons  upon  the  En^^ 
lish^  for  the  support  of  inglorious  expeditions,  hii 
pride  and  affectation  of  royalty,  his  precipitate 
weakness  in  war,  his  disgraceful  compositions  with 
the  enemy  ;  and  while  they  affected  to  lament  th6 
misfortunes  arising  from  his  misconduct,  secretly 
exulted  over  his  declining  greatness.  An  accident 
soon  conveyed  their  complaints  to  the  ear  of  Des- 
mond. Among  the  disordered  crowds  which  usu* 
Anft;  ally  attended  him,  a  oetty  brawl  was  raised  in  the 
11^''*  neighbourhood  of  Dumin,  in  which  nine  of  hh 
followers  were  slain.  The  bishop  of  Meatli  was 
represented  as  the  instigator  of  this  quarrel,  and  th6 
utmost  violence  of  resentment,  in  conseqiierice,  de« 
tiounced  against  him  by  the  deputy.  The  prelate 
recriminated  with  equal  warmth,  and  inveighed 
loudly  against  the  conduct  of  the  earl.  He  accused 
knm  as  the  oppressor  of  the  subjects,  and  the  viola- 
tor of  the  laws ;  the  deputy,  with  still  greater  vio- 
leniee,  accused  the  prelate  of  sedition  and  disloyalty ; 
the  quarrel  grew  by  degrees  to  sqch  consequence, 
th^t  each  party  threatenra  to  lay  their  complaints 
before  the  throne :  the  bishop  first  sent  his  agents 
into  England  to  make  such  representations  as  were 
Sut  S  ^^*  suited  to  his  purposes ;  and  then,  while  Des- 
Edw.  iv.'"^"^  ^^^  employed  in  holding  a  parliament,  re- 
paired to  the  court  of  Edward. 

In  this  first  parliament  convened  by  Desmond  at 
Wexford,  we  find  a  statute  enacted  securing  the 
privilege  of  members,  occasioned  by  a  suit  at  law, 
commenced  againstBarnwall,  a  zealous  Yorkist,  and 
calculated  expressly  for  liis  interest.  That  for  regu- 
Ibid.  lating  fees  in  the  king's  courts  hath  a  more  equita- 
ble appearance,  and  a  third  for  suppressing  clipped 
moiK^y,  was  followed  by  a  new  coinage  and  a  new 

^  regulation. 
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regulation,  ^liich  the  porerty^f  the  kingdom  had 
nmdered  necessary,  \vhereby  every  denomination  of 
coin  was  raised,  one  fourth  above  its  former  value 
and  present  currency  in  England.  The  most  zea- 
lous attachment  to  the  deputy  vras  expressed  in  this 
assembly.  As  he  had  declared  his  intentions  of 
repairing  to  England,  they  empowered  him  to  name 
a  vicegerent  during  his  absence.  A  citizen  of 
Drogh^a  who,  as  their  act  expresses  it, ''  had  passed 
^'  into  England,  and  there  of  malice  propense,  had 
"  accused  Thomas  earl  of  Desmond,  the  king's  - 
^*  deputy,  for  extorting  coyne  and  livery  from  se- 
*'  veral  inhabitants  of  Meath,  and  Was  of  counsel 
^'  and  support  to  several  traitors  and  rebels,  to  the 
-*'  great  slander  and  rebuke  of  the  said  deputy,  wais 
*'  ordered  to  surrender  himself  to  the  constable  of 
*'  the  castle  of  Dublin  ,*  and  in  ca^e  of  default,  his 
''  lands  and  goods  were  declared  forfeit."  The 
better  to  support  his  government,  they  pursued  the 
usual  method  of  a  resumption  of  offices:  and  their 
long  series  of  futile  laws  was  closed  with  an  address 
to  the  king  in  favor  of  the  earl  of  Desmond,  in 
wrhicfa  his  services  against  the  Ormond  faction  are 
represented  in  the  most  favorable  view,  and  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  merit  ascribed  to  him,  even 
from  his  transactions  in  Meath.  While  they  slip- 
press  the  disgraceful  part  ^f  his  military  conduct, 
they  dwell  upon  his  policy  and  discretion  in  reducing 
the  enemy  to  a  treaty ;  and  conclude  with  imploring 
the  kmg's  highness  to  give  no  faith  or  credence  to 
Any  accusers  of  the  earl,  but  to  entrust  the  admini*  ^ 
stration  of  government,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
Idngdom,  solely  to  his  direction. 

With  such  honorable  testimonials  of  his  good 
conduct,  Desmond  repaired  to  Endand,  and  was 
fpraciously  received  by  the  king.  His  enemies  were 
discountenanced,  and  their  accusations  dismissed. 
He  returned  to  his  government  in  triumph ;  and  iri 
the  pride  of  royal  f^vor,  M^as  less  cautious  to  guard  Ann. 
agamst  the  secret  practices  of  enemies^  who,  how-FerbM» 
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erer  disappointed  10  their  attempts^  were  etiU  im* 
placable.  His  short  excursion  seeras  to  have  re- 
formed his  notions^  and  inspired  him  with  schemes 
of  polity  more  fayorable  to  the  English  interest. 

Stit  5.    In  his  subsequent  parliament^  we  find  the  statutes 

Bd.  IV.  particularly  calculated  not  only  for  the  defence  of 
the  pale^  but  for  refining  the  .manners  of  its  inba* 

A.  D.     bitants^  and  forming  them  by  the  English  model. 

1^05.  ipi,^  ii^gj^  permitted  to  reside  among  the  English 
subjects,  were  obliged  to  assume  the  English  garb 
and  fashion  of  the  hair,  to  be  sworn  liege  m^n  to 
the  king  within  one  year,  and  to  take  English  sur- 
names. Every  inhabitant  was  bound  to  use  the 
long  bow.  A  constable  was  appointed  for  every 
town,  where  butts  were  to  be  erected ;  and  all  from 
the  age  of  sixteen  to  si^i^ty  to  be  exercised  in  archery 
on  every  holiday.  And  to  prevent  the  Irish  dis- 
tricts from  receiving  any  assistance  or  supplies  from 
other  countries,  all  fishing  on  their  coasts  was  absor 
luiely  prohibited,  unless  by  special  lioeoce  froip  th^ 
king's  deputy. 

But  while  the  earl  thus  administered  his  ^ovenir 
ment  in  the  full  tide  of  power  and  prosperity,  hjs 
enemies,  fur  from  relenting,  were  the  more  enflamec} 
by  their  disappointment;  aqd  new  incidepts  at  the 
court  of  England  served  to  give  free  course  to  theip 
virulence^  and  to  precipitate  his  ruin.  The  mar- 
riage of  the  king  with  Elizabeth  Grey,  attached 
him  closely  to  her  family.  Her  father,  lately  created 
earl  of  Rivers,  was  to  be  still  Airther  dignified  with 
the  place  of  lord  high  constable  of  England ;  and 
Tiptqfl^  earl  of  Worcester,  who  resigned  it  in  his 
favor,  was  consoled  with  the  offipe  of  lord  d^uty 
of  Ireland,  attended  with  the  most  honorable  and 
extensive  powers:  an  event  which  afforded  particu* 
]ar  triumph  to  every  adversary  of  the  GeqUdines. 
Their  rivals  for  influence  and  authority,  the  secret 
enemies  of  the  English  faction  which  they  espousecid, 
i|ll  those  who  had  been  insulted  by  their  pride  or 
i[\jared  by  their  po\Yer,  crowds  to  the  pew  govern- 
or 
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or  on  his  arriTol^  inrciged  bitterly  against  this  as- 
piring familj^   representing   the  conduct  of  their 
late  deputy  m  the  most  ofiensive  colours^  and  da- 
moiDusly  nemanded  justice  against  the  lawless  op- 
pressors of  the  king's  subjects.    It  was  even  alleged 
that  Desmond  intended  to  renounce  his  allegiance^ 
and  to  make  himself  independent  sovereign  of  Ire-|^*L^ 
land !  nor  was  the  falseihood  of  this  charge  detected^ ^^Jl  ' 
until  it  had  already  produced  its  effect.  Tiptofl  was  ' 
provoked  and  alarmed^  and  listened  to  such  accusa- 
tions without  reserve. 

There  is  a  tradition  recorded  by  the  Irish^  thatHoHinss. 
Desmond  had  particularly  offended  Ihe  new  queea 
by  some  disrespectful  observations  on    her  family, 
vrhich  so  provoked  her  resentment  that  his  successor 
had  secret  instructions  to  examine  strictly  into  the 
conduct  of  this  earl^  and  to  execute  the  utmost  ri« 
gour  of  the  law  upon  him,  should  he  be  found  in 
any  respect  obnoxious  to  its  power.    However  this 
may  be,  Tiptofl  was  certainly  disposed  to  treat  him 
with  rigour  and  severity;  and  the  designs  of  his  A.  O. 
enemies  were  ripening  to  execution.     A  parliament  i"*^- 
was  convened  at  Dublin,  which  affected  to  support 
the  interests  of  the  crown  by  more  vigorous  ordi- 
nances than  had  usually  been  made.  It  was  enacted^ 
that  whereas  the  liege  people  had  been  heretofore 
reduced  to  pay  a  tafla^e  called  Black-Rent  to  tbe|tat.7. 
Irish  enemy  and  English  rebels,  such  tallage  should     i  ^^' 
for  the  future  be  paid  to  the  king's  deputy,  for  the  ^'  ' 
better  sustenance  of  his  army ;  an  act  merely  caU 
culated  to  reflect  disgrace  upon  the  treaties  lately 
made  by  Desmond :  any  attempt  to  execute  it  must 
have  produced  the  most  desperate  and  dangerous 
insurrections.    Another  statute  of  this  parliament 
deserves  some  notice^  whatever  might  have  been  the 
motive  for  framing^  it,  as  it  formally  and  expressly 
deBnes  the  right  of  dominion  in  Ireland  ;  and  rests 
the  sovereigifty  of  the  crown  of  England  on  the  v 
only  foundation  which  these  times  acknowledged. 
In  all  tha  indentures  9(  the  Irish^  executed  on  their 

suIh 


66  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND.  B.HL 

submissions  to  the  chief  governor,  there  is  an  «Xr 
press  provision,  that  in  case  of  any  violation  of  their 
compact,  they  will  submit  to  the  excommunication 
of  the  church.     The   Irish  bishops,  situated  at  a 
distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  were  not  al- 
ways  ready  to  denounce  this  formidable  sentence 
against  their  countrymen.    Tiptoft,  with  more  of 
'  the  dignity  of  station  than  real  power,  procured  an 
Stat 7.    ordinance  to  the  following  purport: — ^*' Whereas 
Ed.  IV.   f  our  holy    father,  Adrian^    pope   of  Rome,  was 
<5-  ^v       ''  possessed  of  all  the  signiory  of  Ireland,   in  right 
'^  of  his  church,  which  for  a  certain  rent  he  alienat* 
*'  ed  to  the  king  of   England   and    his    heirs   for 
'*  ever;  by  which  grant  the  subjects  of  Ireland  owe 
''  Iheir  obedience  to  the  king  of  England,  as  their 
*'  sovereign  loixl ;  it  is  therefore  ordained,  that  all 
''  archbishops  and  bishops  of  Ireland,  shall,  upon 
*'  the  monition  of  forty  days,  proceed  to  the  ex- 
^^communication  of  all  disobedient  subjects;  and 
"  if  such  archbishop  or  bishop  be  remiss  in  doing 
'*~  their  duties,  in  the  premises,  they  shall  forfeit  one 
"hundred  pounds."      The  flatterers   of    Tiptoft, 
^    and  the  enemies  of  his  predecessor,  affected  to  exult 
in  such  appeai'ances  ot  a  vigorous  administration  ; 
c.  10, 11.  but  for  the  present  contented  themselves  with  pro- 
secuting the  friends  of  Desmond,  and  discharging 
others  who  had  been  prosecuted    during  his  go* 
vernment. 

Tub  parliament  was  adjourned  to  Drogheda*. 
And  here  the  enemies  of  tlie  Geraldines  gave  free 
s^ope  to  their  resentments.  Too  powerful  and  too 
well  supported  to  have  any  occasion  for  further  re- 
serve, they  in  the  first  place  procured  an  act 
c,ir.  ''  for  attainting  of  treason,  Thomas  earl  of 
^'  Pesmond,  Thomas  earl  of  Kildare,    and    Ed- 

'^  ward 

•  »  Of  a  aamber  of  laws  passed  in  t^i^  parliament,  two  only  ,are  print- 
ed ;  one  of  thain  remarkable,  it  appoints  the  J2Q|li3h  statute  ^against 
rapes,  of  tbe  sixth  of  Richard  Xho  second,  to  be  of  force  in  Irelaiid,  and 
Aat  III  statutes'  mnde  in  Kngkutd  he  adopUd  and  made  currtM  »?» 
C^N  kifigdam. 


''  WEid  Plonket,  esquire^  for  alliance,  fostering 
''  and  alterage  with  the  king's  Irish  enemies,  for 
''  fumiahing  them  with  horses,  harness,  and  arms^ 
"  and  supporting  them  against  the  kind's  subjects; 
"  declaring  their  lands  and  goods  foifeit,  and  that 
'^  whoever  shall  not  discover  their  goods  to  the  earl  3^^*  i' 
"  of  Worcester,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  ris-^  ^^^ 
"  ing  of  parliament^  shall  be  attainted  of  felony/^ 
Kiidare  was  imprisoned,  but  either  contrived  to  es- 
cape^ ^  or  was  afterwards,  released.  Desmond,  i^|y*»°?t , 
ing  either  on  his  innocence  or  his  power,  had  tbej^g^* 
hardiness  to  repair  to  the  chief  governor  to  justify 
his  conduct;  but,  to  the  astonishment  and  confusion  A.  D. 
of  his  party,  was  instantly  brought  to  the  scaffold  ^"^^^^ 
and  beheaded.  The  execution  of  this  unhappy 
lord  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  melancholy  et*<- 
fects  of  those  mctious  animosities  which  ever  sub* 
sisted  amonff  the  Iri$h  subjects  of  greater  rank,  and 
by  which  the  English  interest  had  been  frequently 
endangered.  The  laws  on  which  he  was  condemn* 
ed^  had  neither  been  uniformly  obeyed,  nor  strictly 
executed.  If  he  had  exacted  coyne  and  livery, 
(which^  by  the  way,  is  not  at  all  urged  against  him 
in  the  act  of  attainder^  the  imposition  had  been 
frequently  practised  without  question  or  controul ; 
and  they  who  in  this  respect  were  more  obnoxious, 
had  not  only  been  unimpeached,  but  enjoyed  a 
considerable  share  of  royal  confidence  and  favor. 
If  he  had  corresponded  with  the  enemy,  the  interests 
of  his  government  might  have  been  pleaded  for  it ; 
and  the  distresses  and  necessities  of  the  state,  supe^ 
nor  to  all  written  laws,  mi^ht  have  forced  him  to 
such  concessions,,  as  a  malicious  interpreter  of  dor- 
mant statute  might  have  easily  construed  into  a  trea- 
sonable support  and  assistance. 

Some  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  revenue 
the  death  of  this  earl,  by  Oerrat,  one  of  the  sur-gtat. 
riving  branches  of  the  family  of  Desmond,  for  which  s  £<^  IX* 
he  was  attainted.   But  the  enemies  of  this  house  en-c  69. 
vjoyed  but  ajshort-Kved  triumph.     Kiidare,  who  had 
escap^,  to  England,  boldly  repaired  to  the  king, 
Vol.  II.  H  ursed 
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iit«^  the  itiftfrieft  A<me  tol^JfiMnity,  )AeiKi€A4)ieir 
Mrvic^s  to  the  M-ovm,  At^  i^m  86  fttv^piAAy  hemd, 
g^^       Ibftt  he  neceit^  his  .{Mriloti »    The  "Mry  ^Mtiamen t 
8  Ed.  IV.  which  oondeAmed  kiai,  )M^i^«od^?^quiouB))rgiib- 
c57.      tniBBif^  to  the  royal  pleiEiMre^  ibfttfhey  paisMdan 
ttct^  reversing  hift  attaiiitl«r,  MtA  festoiittg  trim  to 
bk  wtate  aim  ^^igirity.    To  cott>plete  4iis  tfiumpb^ 
lie  ^B8  soon  after  constituted  lemdefiiity,  in  the 
room  <0f  iTiptoft^  wlio  was^eaHed  aiimy  bythe^i^- 
ordersof  England^  and  'ttiere'Siifiered'by  the^same 
sentence  ivtrira  tie  liad  ex«»ubed  «ttpoii  i^  earl  ^ 
Desi^ond. 
A.  D.  Tna  Geraldines  tvere  thus  once  more  constftiited^ 

^^7a       ^MK^  .for  «ome   ti^e  coMimued  the  rriKng  fismily 
among  the  Engfish  subjects,     l^he  new  deputy,  as 
^sual,  sammoned  bis  patlittmeflt,  ea^il^  composed, 
as  he  direeted,  andread^  «o'ediothe^i<itates  ofbis 
passions.   They  begnn  ^mh  <xnidemmng  and-revers^ 
^Tv '  ^^S  ^sona^  ordnances  made  in  ifae  'sesfitons  vif'the  eai^l 
^'  ^^-    of  Worcester ;  ^nd  in  ^Jlttititntar  r^ealed  iill  nets  in 
|)rejudice  >to  ^  'eai4  Of  Kildare.   'They  dedared, 
Sut  IS    that  whoever  ^ali  secrete  or  refose  to  giveintelli- 
Ed.IV.    gence  of  the  goo^  belonging  to'the'lilteil^mly^ 
shall  beontlawed^  and  these  goods'tbc^r  vest  hi  their 
cpreseHt  goveriior,  as  a  eompensatioti  for.bts  irapri- 
sonmentarid  ottierdamagessastamed.  'fNo  intittiiasLte 
bis  opposers,  and  to  defeat  their  bopesand  pufposes, 
the  acts  and  grants  made  by  ^Kildare  in  tme  ^e^ion, 
mre  formally  coiitfirmed,    atid  pronounced  irreversi- 
ble in  the  next.    Sir  John  Odmwallis^  barein  of  tim 
exchequer,  who  bad  warmly  arraigtied  bis  admini- 
titration  in  the  council,  and  attenfpted  tO'form  a  fac- 
tion against  him  in  tbecity  of  Dublin,  vras  treated 
with  the  severity  due  to  an  high  crime  atid  misde- 
meanor.   He  was  deprived  of  his  office^  dedared 
incapable  of  receiving  or  holding  any  Office  in  Ire- 
land, and  bis  lands  sehsed '  into  the/kittg^  liands 
^during  his  life.    Biit  as  ati   opposition,   however 
^eak  and  diseouraged,  sotnetiMes  prchres  trf  Itervice 
to  the  public^  l^liiiriEet,  one  of  ilie  tnoisit  flevotdd 

tteat-'res 
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of  Ihe  goT6fmr^  was  ao  boldljr  aceusel^  # 
and  so  elewly  cimviQ  tod  o£  «&tortibQ  and;  cmpressioo^ 
in  Ida  iMffioa  of  seoeadiaLof  tbe  ttberty  cf  Meath^  thai 
Ae  d^Mity  waa  dbliged  to  pam  aa  act^  diamissnig 
Idm  in^m  nia  c^ng^,  and  annuUkig  this  liherhr  m 
e¥w.  But  t«4iajt  ttie  eaii  cfouid  not  do  ibv  his  mend  \ 
aodiaairortte  hi  pariiament^  he  endearoved  to  €f- 
^t  by  repvesenfialMa  to  Ike  king.  Sir Itot^ertr  Boid, 
creatiBNA  in  thi»  reign  hapon  of  Ratoatb,  was  di^patchr 
ed  to  England  with  adMttea  firom  iA^e  deputy  and 
fioimci),  ofaevwal  particulara  reblive  to  the  state  of 
Iralamd,.  and  ratumed  mitk  such  inatruclioaa  aa  EUr* 
imrd  jiid|^  aaoefiaai^^  from  the  ipfbrmationa  laid 
'  before  hiniv  Among  otdiep  pattaonlfira,  he  recom*  a.  d. 
meaded  that  the  Uberty  of  Meath  should  be  le-f  1473. 
fliorad:,  aaid  IHunkel  feinatated  ki  his  office.  Gornr 
IvqUKs,  vrho  seems  to  have  tad  the  opposition^  ab- 
^l^ed  these  inatructiona  to  be  a  ftM^gery.  His 
dkarga  waa  bevid  4n  counett^  and  declared  to  be  tahe 
and  6eandftfe«»v  In  the  easoiag  sestton  of  fxaalia^ 
meiit^  tbe  kiDg'a  pleasure  was- most  obseqidously  fiii>- 
fiiled.  The  Btbi  relating  to  the  Kberty  of  Otieadi  was 
fdpeiaied,  and  Plunket  restored  tobiaoiBce.'  Sud| 
protbedtftga  may  be  deemed  aawbrUiy  of  pavticutar 
neticb;  bat  t^  mose  transactiona  wmch  tpank  the 
teai/p^  and  dispoaition  ef  the  Irish  parttaaieuls^  am) 
<|)e  fiaetleaB  whl<3b  substeted  in  the  state  during  this 
Migii^  be  reeoidied  tof»  minutely,  it  is  for  the  sake  ef 
^^heae  eodbd^aenees  which  they  pnodmted^  and  wliich  . 
fflM  bel^MRer  understood,  by  traeieig  their  ^rac^ai 
^M^esa  and  opeiatioii^. 

Os  t/h»  restoration  of  Hewry  the  aixtb^  \w  the 
^ijgbr  of  the  eart  of  Warwick,  the  diske  ef  Ckir 
i^ce  had  been  eraated,  by  a  new  patent,  lord  ^^^'t. 
tenaM  of  Ireland  for  twenty  years  r  but  no  change rp^^^j^ 
Mkd  bAcHi  tnade  in  the  actnal  admitfiatration  of  Irish  p.  oo's. 
-gtfirerfiMierit^iy  tbia  ahort-tived  revolution.    Kikjtare 
ifMa  eontinuea  in  the -station  of  lord  deputy;  and 
#^«B.tM  1m4  first  laboured  to  establish  the  interests 

of 
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^  ^  ^o6me^  knig^bt,  Mid(  BAmwi,  ^li  fiimt  gjentb- 
'*'  ma»  in  Gbrbtendom ;  and  if  gond^  brmdiag,  aov- 
*'  tare,  and  liberal  qaattties  we«e  hMit  in  the  worid^ 
^  they  tnigiil  be  founds  in  Jolin-  eatt  of  Onnond/^ 

8dc«  favor  dhewn  tohim  bf  ttm  HAng;  gave  qptvit 
aad  consequenee  to  bia  pfartisaiia  m  Ireland.    Thay 
HOW  venCttred  t^  brai^  tbair  rvntks  and  being;  m- 
poweA  witb  equal  ^rk,  thrvatiiited  to*  veii>re  t&e 
ifThole  fury  of  private  and  political^  fe^idSi    Tbefy  r0- 
jMesented  the  conduct  of  nitdane  aabettauited  tiieir 
l^wposes :  and  th«ir  n^preMiMatkins  if  era  eont«fyed 
to  the  throne,  by  Ormoffdl,  wtth  all  possible  advan- 
tage.     The  assiduity  Mfith  whkji  they  practised 
against  the  deputy,  couh)  not  in  the  end  fail  ofila 
^.^^*  desired  eflbct.    The  eart  of  Kildare  was  remcDrad 
j^  D^  *   from  his  goTermnent;  and  had  the  additional  laot*- 
147^*      tification  to  find  Slrirwood,  blsh€>p  of  Maath>  the 
'<^d  enemy  of  his  house,  appointed  to  slieeeed  him. 
It  is  scarcely  neeessary  to  add,  that  the  parliament 
summoned  by  this  prelate  refiealed  the  aet  of  at- 
tainder formerly  passed  agaiast  Jofan^  tiow  eart  of 
Ormond,   and  declared  him  ^^1^^  restored  to  h|9 
estate  and  dignity. 

The  triumph  of  the  family  ami  fiMiami  of  «h)a 

house  being  thus  completed,  atfctont  quarrels  were 

re-kindled,  and  obsotete  pretensit>na'revived|  the 

flame  of  discord  was  spread  fhroagh  the  several  pisr- 

Tizans  of  the  great  lords,  and  threatetied  Ifi^  fti^xhto 

the  whole  English  Mrritory^  if  not  Ihe  ^l|olc$'islknd^ 

in  a  desperate  combustion.     Repeated 'eomplaitits 

and  alarming  repre^ntations  weve^  eotiveyed  t6  tbe 

kln^,  <6f  €he  distraiited  afid  dangeroos  state  of  |re- 

Rymer,    l^nd ;  btit  Edward  could  only  send  his  connnis^on 

Tom.  xil  to  the  archbishop  ^  Armagh,  to  act  as  empire  be- 

F-^-      tWefert  the  cotitenditife  pdnties,  to  enqoire  mto  tile 

caused  of  suiih  alarmmg  discdtd^  artd  to  adjust  and 

determine  them  in  the  Balness  of  i^al  auHioi^y. 

What  was  feftll  more  prctalent  than  this  mandate,  a 

^uddeti  fit  of  superdtrtion  drovf  the  eitri  of  Orm€>nd 

^^    ^Ittto  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Hdly  lAtid;    and  about 

^'^'^^'      the  Strae  time  Thomas  earl  of  Kildare  ended  his  life, 

which 


wUcii  ferm^haetdkiyedl  «lie  MmogWies  of  Utem     ^ 
leading- femilies;  but  «i  ilhe  some  4line 'gave  ceoa- 
Mm  to  Dew  cotnpcftifioM  4br  royal  fovor,  and  «i« 
tbority .    Tbe  bisbop  ^  MeBEtb  ^as  requested  by  tJie 
parliament  to  rmair  to  tke  king,  amd  to  infomi  him 
aiithetllioidly  of  the  ^ang^rs  and  disorders  of  the 
sltfte.    1^  Geraidine  faetiofi,  ivbo  dreaded  the  oon«  Sut  i^ 
sequence  bf  hisrepreseittatione.^endeaiKired  tode-^-IV. 
feat  them ;  addresses  were  procured  from  Iheir  par-  ^^' 
tiaans  in  opposition  to  the  deptfty  and  parliament ; 
tile  pot^aHient  thundered   out   their  resolufiont 
ftgainrt  >tbi8  «iwafrrantable  proeeedinr ;  and  what- 
ever was  the  Vfgikwee  and  integrity  of  tihe  bishop^ 
«ndi  dimofd  seemed  to  iiaYe  east  dishonor  on  his 
administration,  and  to  haye  diminis^hed  his  eonse- 
qwence  fwith  ^e4cing.    At^least  we  find,  that  after 
<a  Wade  mnd  ^distracted  (government  of  about  two 
^years,  the  adminiettration  of  (he  kingdom  rererted 
tHioe  more  to  liie  family  of  Kildar;e;  and  Gerald,  Stat  is 
the  young  eari,  was  appointed  lord  justiee  to  theEd*  IV 
Icing.  *Bat'Scarci^y  iiad  this  appointment  been  made, 
^hen  Bdward  'found  reason  to  repent  of  it;  and 
posdbly  ooneei^ing,    that  among  the  never-ceasin^; 
Ibolions  of  Ireland,  no  native  coUld  be  found  of  su^ 
ifident  impartiality  to  eonduet  his  gdvemment,  with-    . 
^ont  complaint  or  murmuring,  he  eonstituted  'Henry 
lord 'Grey,  d^utyto  Ibe  duke  of  CSlarence,   and 
•sent  him  into  Ireland,  attended  with  a  train  ofthree 
hundred  men  at  arms,  and  a  con^ay  of  ardiers,  Rmer, 
«8  the  most  dflfeetuai  means  of  giving  weight  end  'l^™-  ^i. 
authority  to  his  government.  P-®^ 

The  ndbilHy  of  IrekuM  felt  Ibeir  pride  too  deep- 
ly mounded,  and'Hieir  fears  too  vioieiitty  alarmed, 
to  receive  the  Engltiih  deputy  with  tbeleast  degree 
•Of  fevor.     Some   informality  was  discovered,    or 
pretende4,  in  Grey's  commission.    Kildare  refiised 
*  to  Obey  the  kind's  letters  of  dismissal,  authenticated 
only  by  the  jirivy  sigaet.    He . continued  bisstati^, Sut is 
>mifiiaietiad«iid  ptorogued  bis  parliament,  and  aetad  Sd.  IV. 
*4ii  ^ereiy ptftiettku;  as  'the  righlMl  governor.    'Port- 

lester. 
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Ie8ter>  the  chanoeUor,  withdrew  with  his  great  seal ; 
and  Keating,  prior  of  Kihnainham,  a  turbulent  ec- 
clesiastic^ refused  to  admit  Grey  into  the  castle  of 
Dublin,  of  which  he  was  constable,  fortified  it  against 
him,  and  repelled  his  train.  Grey  convent  his 
assembly  as  the  only  regular  and  legal  parliament ; 
annulled  the  acts  passed  in  that  held  by  Kildar^,  de- 
clared the  great  seal  in  the  hands  of  lord  Portlcster 
to  be  cancelled  and  void,  and,  if  not  resigned,  di* 
rected  a  new  seal  to  be  made.  Keating  was  sum.- 
nioned  to  surrender,  and  to  repair  the  damages  he 
had  made  in  his  castle,  on  pain  of  being  deprived 
of  his  benefice.  .  The  death  of  the  unhappy  duke 
of  Clarence,  by  which  the  place  of  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  became  vacant,  served  to  encrease  these 
contests.  Edward  conferred  the  office  on  his  infant 
son  George  ;  and  Grey,  by  a  new  commission,  was 
appointed  his  deputy.  But  in  the  mean  time  the 
Irish  lords  in  opposition,  seem  to  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  this  incident,  and  to  have  proceeded  to  an 
irregular  election  of  Kildare  into  the  office  of  chief 

fovemor,  in  an  assembly  purporting  to  be  the 
ing's  council.  The  flame  was  thus  rekindled,  be-, 
tween  rival  governors,  contending  parliaments,  and 
opposite  privy  councils.  The  parliament  convened 
by  Grey,  exerted  all  their  authority  against  the  fac- 
tious proceedings  of  their  opponents.  They  made 
a  law  that  the  election  of  a  justice  for  the  future^ 
should  be  by  the  king's  council,  assembled  in  one 
.  body,  the  archbishops  of  Dublin  and  Arma^h^  bi- 
'■  shops  of  Meath  and  Kildare,  mayors  of  Dublin  and  * 
Drogheda,  and  all  lords,  spiritual  and  temporid,  of 
the  four  English  counties.  All  other  forms  of  elec- 
tion were  declared  null  and  void.* 

Such 

♦  This,  law  was  nothing  more  than  a  restoration  of  the  antimit  and 

regular  nianner  of  election,  as  appears  frora  an  act  of  the  su'cond  of 

Richard  the  third,  in  which  the  right  of  chusing  a  governor  in  tiinaof 

.  >a<^cy  is  founded  **  on  a  statute  of  Henry  Pits-Empress,  and  agreea- 

*'h\y  to  the  teoour,  usage^  and  exeeuHon  of  the  said  s{^tiit»,  vefiited  in 

''  '  '  '  •    '  the 
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SvGB  alarming  representations  were  made  to  Ed- 
ward of  the  anarchy  and  confusion  which  subsisted 
in  the  state  of  Ireland,  of  factions  among  the  nobles, 
misconduct  in  his  officers,  irregular  parliaments, 
pernicious  statutes,  and  oppressive  subsidies,  that  he 
deemed  it  necessary  to  summon  the  eari  of  Kildare, 
the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  some  others,  to  at- 
tend him  in  England,  to  inform  him  distinctly  of 
the  nature  and  causes  of  such  disorders,  and  to  re-  Kymer^ 
ceive  his  instructions  for  allaying  them.  Lord  Grey  ^  ^' 
either  proved  unequal  to  the  conduct  of  a  distem-^' 
pered  state,  or  was  unwilling  to  be  longer  embroiled 
m  the  contentious  of  Ireland.  He  returned  to 
EUigland,  and  Preston  lord  Gormanston,  was  ap« 
pointed  his  successor.  But  this  appointment  was 
not,  nor  doth  it  seem  intended  to  have  been,  per-li\p.ioo 
manent;  for  on  the  return  of  those  whom  the  king 
had  summoned  into  England,  Preston  resigned  to 
Gerald  eari  of  Kildare,  whose  representations  had 
been  so  satisfactory,  and  Us  influence  so  highly 
estimated,  that  he  was  again  entrusted  with  the 
government  as  deputy  to  Richard  duke  of  York, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  office  of  loni  lieutenant 
on  the  death  of  prince  George.  He  was  commis- 
sioned to  hold  his  office  for  four  years*,  to  have  a 
standing  force  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
horsemen ;  and  if  the  Irish  revenue  should  prove 
unequal  to  this  establishment,  he  was  to  be  supplied 
from  England.  Such  was  now  the  miserable  con- 
dition of  this  revenue.  A  small  troop,  the  annual 
expence  of  which  was  estitnated  at  five  hundred 

Vol.  II.  "  I  ,  pounds,    _ 


«« the  council,  with  the  aasenl  of  the  nobles  of  thu  land;  as  is  upectfied 
**  in  the  same  statute  of  Henry  Fitz-Empress." 

♦  Cox  Ukoa  potica  that  the  earl's  commisaion  was  by  patent  from 
the  duke,  uoder  the  kiog^a  privy  seal ;  the  very  same  form  of  appoint- 
ment, to  which  the  Irish  eoUBcii,  or  that  part  of  it  which  asauiQed  the 
naioe  and  authority  of  the  wWe,  had  objected  but  juH  now  in  the 
ci«e  of  lord  Grey  ]  and  to  which  they  refused  to  pay  obeJieaoe, 


«a  ,  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND.  ».III- 

pdUttdfl;  was  suspected  to  be  too  considerable  for  the 
resources  of  Irish  governrment. 

KiLDARE  wa»  dismissed   to  bis  charge,  with  ftiU 

instructions  from  the  kin^  to  compose  the  disorders 

of  the  late  short  and  tumultuous  administrfitions. 

'  Thecontrorersy  l^tween  two  contending  assemblies^ 

5?»v'  ^^^^  purporting  to  haite  been  tlife  legal  and  regi^lar 
•  parliament  of  the  realm,  was  submitted  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  king ;  bat  instead  of  pronouncing  pe- 
remptorily in  faror  of  either,  we  find  him  directmg 
what  acts  made  by  either  he  deems  necessary  to  be 
established  or  annulled  in  the  ensuing  parliament^ 
and  pointiBg  out  such  other  provisions  as  the  inte- 
rests of  the  crown,  or  the  welfare  of  the  state  re- 
quired. These  directions  were  attended  with  special 
instructions  to  hh  officers  of  state,  who,  amon^ 
other  partictdars,  were  enjoined  not  only  to  remit 
and  forget  all  their  own  malice  and  ill  will  expressed 
to  their  opponents,  but  to  labour  to  the  utmost  to 
compose  all  variances  among  the  king's  subjects. 
Among  other  instructions  to  the  lord  deputy,  we 
find  it  particularly  enjoined,  that  in  no  parliament 
to  be  hereafter  holdcii  there,  shall  more  than  one 
subsidy  be  demanded  in  a  year,  and  this  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  marks,  a^ 
hath  been  accustomed.  And  to  prevent  those  fac- 
tious divisions  which  had  lately  subsisted  in  the 
council,  and  those  irregrularities  which  had  been 
screened  under  its  pretended  authority,  he  directs 
that  for  the  future  nothing  should  be  taken  in 
strength  as  an  act  of  council,  unless  the  king's  lieu- 
tenant or  deimly  give  his  assent  thereto,  by  advice, 
of  the  most  part  of  the  king's  council  there,  that  is 
to  say,  the  chaucellor,  treasurer,  chief  justice,  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer,  clerk  of  the  rolls,   and 

-.  king's  seijeant 

ii  IV.  ^^  *^®  ^^^^  parliament,  convened  by  the  earl  of 
Rildare,  we  find  particular  attention  paid  to  the 
king's  instd|ctions;  and  at  the  same  time  suclvcon* 
fidence  reposed  in  the  deputy,  that  in  passing  an 

act 
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act  for  the  resumption  of  grants  and  offices,  ^e  iff 
einpoif  ered^  upon  the  adjournment  or  prorogation 
of  parliament,  to  make  such  exceptions  in  favor  of 
particular  persons,  as  he  shall  judge  proper.  He 
now  enjoyed  his  pre-eminence  uArivallod,  and  pro^ 
ceeded  in  the  usual  course  of  administration  wjth« 
out  aiiy  consideraible  difficulty  or  interruption; 
guarding  the  four  English  counties,  and  regulating 
the  affairs  of  this  district,  the  great  object  to  Mrhich  > 

tiie  attention  of  every  governor  M^as  at  this  period        «     * 
eonfined,  and  to  which  the  opposition  of  the  native 
Irish  was  but  casual.     With  these  he  had  greater 
wei|^ht  and  favour  than  any  lord  of  English  birth. 
And  to  encrease  his  influence  and  to  improve  their 
friendly  dispositions,  his  sister  was  given  in  marriage    ^ 
to  Con  O'Nial,  son  to  the  ehieftaui  of  the  Norths 
distinguished  by  that  name,  the  first  in  pride  and 
power  of  the  Irish  lords.    The  husband  on  this  oc- 
casion was  by  an  act  of  parliament  declared  a  liege 
subject  of  the  king,  and  completely,  invested  with 
all  the  rights  annexed  to  this  character.    But  such|tot  ^)    - 
alliances  served  to  attach  the  Irish  rather  to  the  fa-**^  ^^* 
mily  with  whom  they  united,  than  to  the  crown  of 
England.    The  interest  and  power  of  Kildare  thusA.  D. 
eacreased,  afforded  an  additional  reason  for  continu- a*^^- 
ing  the  reigns  of  government  in  his  hands.     As  de*. 
puty  to  the  king,  he  exerted  himself  with  peculiar 
vigour  in  repressing  all  predatory  incursions  on  the 
Eno;lish  pale,  and  chastising  the  delinquents  with 
such  severity,  as  struck  a  terror  necessaiy  to  be  im- 

1>res6ed  on  a  turbulent  and  lawless  people.  As  a 
ord,  the  first  in  power  and  following  in  Ireland,  he 
is  represented  by  the  Irish  annalists  as  taking  a  con- 
siderable part  In  the  local  quarrels  of  the  old  natives, 
and  frequently  deciding  tlieir  corapetirions  in  favor 
of  his  own  mction.  In  this  state  of  power  and 
authority,  he  continued  to  exercise  his  government 
without  interruption,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
pretent  reign,  the  succession  of  Edwar^  the  fifth, 
and  tbe  usurpation  of  Richard^  a  period/  which  ex- 
hibits 
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tibitis  nothing  more  of  Iri^  aiAkirs  than  the  unin- 
teresting contestB  which  the  old  natives  still  conti- 
nued to  maintain  acainst  each  other,  and  the  usual 
I  provisions  for  the  oefence  and  security  of  the  £ng- 
ish  settlements.     The  acts  pf  the  Irish  parliaments, 
convened  in  the  reign  of  Ricliard  the  third,  plainly 
shew  the  great  influence  of  the  deputy,  and  express 
an  extraordinary  attention  tq  his  interest  ana  the 
Stat.  2.     dignity  of  his  government.  One  act  of  subsidy  men- 
UidL  IIL  tioos  a  confederacy  of  Irish  enemies  to  make  war 
^*  ^^*       upon  the  king's  subjects ;  but  such  expressions  are 
to  be  understood  with  great  restriction.    The  Irish 
septs  were  still  uneonnectied,  and  their  attention 
confined  chiefly  to  their  own  local  interests.    Sere- 
ral  lived  peaceably  in  the  Eaglidi  countries,  and 
Ib.c  13.  some  received  pensions  in  reward  of  their  services  in 
repelling  invaaers.     Others  indeed  maintained  an 
independent  state,  even  in  the  very  neighbourhood 
of  Dublin ;  so  that  a  parliament,  convened  b^  the 
deputy,  deemed  it  necessary  to  relax  the  seventy  of 
lb.  c.  la  former  statutes,  and  to  empower  the  archbishop  of 
DuUin  to  present  Irish  clerks  to  benefices  within 
their  districts,  for  the  space  of  two  years.    They 
found  employment  for  tne  valor  and   vigilance  of 
Kildare ;  but  his  resources  were  abund^nUy  suffici- 
ent for  repressing  such  insurgents. 
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CHAP.   IV. 


'Accession  cf  Henry  the  seventh  displeasing  to  the  Irish  sub^ 

jects.  •  •  .Kitdare  continued  lord  deputy y  and  the  Yorkists 

stm  emphyed  in  Ireland.  • .  .Motives  assigned  for  thsM  con* 

dnei.  •  •  •  Unritatted power  cfthe  earl  ofKildare.  •  •  .Dis* 

contents  in  England. . .  .Henry  alarsned.  •  •  .Apprehends 

some  secret  plots  in  Ireland..  ..Summons  Kildare  to  at* 

tend  kins.... The  earl  enodes  ike  mandate.  .•  .Simnelas^ 

ssnnes 4ke character  of  Richard  duke  of  York.  •  •  .Is  com* 

manded  to  personate  the  eari  of  Warmck%  • .  .Real policy 

of  this  sudden  change  •  •  ..He  arrives  in  Dublin  .  .  .Is  re^ 

ceived  by  the  deputy j  and  favoured  by  all  the  Yorkists. . .  • 

Is  aehUmkdged  and  proclaimed  king.  •  •  As  opposed  by 

the  Butlers  and  the  city  of  tVaterfinrd.  •  •  .AssisUd  by  tlie 

duehes  of  Burgundy. .  •  .Arrival  of  the  lords  Lincoln  and 

IdOvcl  in  Ireland.  •  •  •  Two  thousand  Oerman  troops  sent  to 

ike  assistance  ofSimneU .  •  .His  coronation .. .  .An  Irish 

parluunent  sumnumedj  and  the  government  administered  in 

Us  name. . .  .His  interest  in  Ireland  really  weak. .  •  •  He  is 

attended  InUh  England  by  a  great  boJ^  ofpartizans ... .  En^ 

gagement  at  Stoke. . . .  Valor  and  slaughter  of  the  Irish 

forces. . .  .Simnel  UJcen  prisoner. . .  .Submission  of  his 

Irish  adherents.  •  •  .Apparent  lenity  and  real  policy  of  the 

king..  .^Kildare  continued  in   the  government..  ..Sir 

Richard  Edgecombe  sent  into  Ireland. . .  .Kildare  treats 

haughtily^  and  receives  his  pardon  upon  his  ozsm  terms. . . , 

Attends  the  king  at  Chreenwichj  with  other  lords  of  Ireland. 

.  •  •  .They  are  dismissed  with  marks  of  favor.  •  %. Conduct 

ofKUdare  on  his  return  to  the  government .  •  •  .Laconic  Ittn 

ters  of  two  Irish  chieftains. . .  .Plot  ofPtrkin  Warbeck. 

» •  •  .Kildare  removed.  •  •  •  Warbeck  arrives  at  Cork.  •  • « 

. .  m  •Supported  by  the  earl  of  Desmond.  •  •  .Called  info 

France.  •  •  .House  of  Butler  restored  to  power. . .  .Dan^ 

geroutfmdsp  •  9  •Administration  of  archbishop  Walter.  •  • « 

Ha  i$  summoned  into  England. .  •  .Inslance  <if  his  sim* 

,  plidty^ 
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pKdhf.  •  •  •Oamon  against  the  gotcernmtnfof  lord  Gor^ 
manstown  •  .•  •  •  The  earl  ofKiUare  asserts  his  loyalty  before 
the  king*  •  •  •  Sir  Edward  Poynings  appointed  lord  deputy 
of  Ireland.  ^ 

X  HE  defeat  and  death  of  Richard  the  thirds  a 
prince  whose  evil  qualities  had  not  been  experieac- 
ed^  nor  were  generally  understood  by  the  Insh  sub- 
jects^ -and  the  accession  of  Henry  the  seventh,  a  de- 
ercendant  of  the  Laneaitrian  line,  were  events  by  no 
means  favorably  received  in  Ireland,  where  far  the 
greater  number  of  noble  families  were  zealously  at- 
tached to  the  house  of  York.  They  heard  the  intel- 
li^nce  of  this  revolution  with  thh  gloom  of  helpless 
discontent;  and,  like  the  majority  of  subjects  in 
England,  hated  the  government  which  they  could 
not  subvert.  To  cast  some  shade  on  the  defects  of 
his  titles  to  the  throne,  the  peremony  of  his  corona- 
tion was  hastily  performed,  and  among  other  creati- 
ons, previous  to  this  solemnity,  his  uncle,  Jasper,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  was  made  duke  of  Bedford,  (a  title 
,  which  had  remained  dormant  since  the  death  of  the 
illustrious  duke,  brother  to  Henry  the  6fthJ  and  this 
nobleman  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  )ord  lieute* 
nant  of  Ireland. 

Th:b  titles  and  emoluments  annexed  to  the  go* 
▼emment  of  this  kingdom,  had  for  a  considerably 
time  beeii  conferred  on  some  prince  of  the.  bloody 
who  resided  in  England,  and  acted  by  a  deputy ;  and 
afi(  tb^  appointment  was  now  continued  io  the  same 
«  channel,  it  became  in  the  next  place  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  actual  administration  of  Irish  goveni- 
ment.  On  this  occasion,  to  the  astonishment  of 
those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  ciroumstanoes 
^this  Kingdom,  the  carl  of  Kildare  was  continued 
lord  deputy,  his  brother  Thomas,  lord  chancellor^ 
Rowland  lord  Portlester,  another  zealous  Yorkist, 
suffered  to  enjoy  the  place  of  treasurer;  and  the  oJdl 
officers  of  state  and  former  privy  coandl  continued^ 
veithput  chi^nge  or  addition.  "f 
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The  officers  oC  state^  indeed  by  an  net  af  iJiie 
Irish  parliament  in  the  second  year  of  Richard  the 
thirds  had  lieen  adjudged  to  hold  their  respective 
places  during  life;  nor  ^i%s  there  no^V  leisure  or 
opportunity  for  an  act  of  resumption.  But  histo* 
nans  affect  to  condemn  the  improvidence  of  Henry, 
in  not  at  least  adding  some  of  the  Lancastrian  party 
to  the  council.  Possibly  he  miglit  not  yet  be  per- 
fectly ioformed  of  the  real  dispositions  of  his  Irish 
subjects,  or  have  conceived  that  any  sudden  changes 
in  Uie  state  might  be  tampering  with  a  political  con* 
stitution,  already  M'eak  and  disordered.  We  can 
scarcely  agree  with  those  who  ascribe  this  conduct  to 
an  affected  dignity  of  mind,  superior  to  fear  and 
suspicion,  when  we  consider  that  meanness  of  jealou- 
sy and  terror  which  appears  throughout  this  prince's 
conduct.  But  whatever  were  his  motives,  this  care- 
less inattention  to  his  Irish  interests,  vested  his  se- 
cret enennies  with  dangerous  power,  and  proved  the 
means  of  considerable  disquiet  to  his  govern- 
nient. 

The  uncontroiilnd  influence  of  the  deputy,  and 
his^bouTxlless  attachment  to  his  party,  immediately  Ware. 
appeared  in  the  insolence  and  violence  of  one  of  his 
most  zealous  adherents.  Keating,  prior  of  Kil- 
mainhann,  who  had'  already  taken  a  distinguished 
part  in  tlie  p<»Iiticai  contests  of  Ireland,  had  in  full 
assurance  of  support,  alienated  the  revenues,  and 
even  sold  the  ornaments  and  reliques  of  his  house. 
He  was  deprived  by  his  principal  the  grand  master 
of  Rhodes;  liomley,  an  Englishman  of  distinguish- 
ed family,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him ;  but  im- 
mediately on  his  landing,  to  take  possession  of  this 
dignity,  was  assailed  by  Keating  with  a  band  of 
armed  mcjn,  seized,  and  compelled  to  resign  the 
instruments  of  hjs  election.  Lomley  complained 
both  to  the  king  and  to  the  master ;  Keating  was 
excdmmunicat^;  which  so  provoked  the  imperious 
ecclesiastic,  thiMt  lie  again  seized  his  competitor,  and 
by  force  ca^^lni  into  prison,  in  which  Iw languished 

without 
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wilhout^  redress  and  died ;  nor  oould  Keating  b^ 
disposscHised,  notwithstanding  his  enormous  and  re- 
peated oiiences. 

The  onl)f  nobleman  %ho  could  have  stood  in 
competition  vrith  Kildare,  was  Thomas  earl  of  Or* 
mond;  but  he  was  now  resident  at  the  court  of 
England,  restored  by  an  act  of  the  English  parlia- 
ment to  all  his  honors,  and  admitted  into  the  privy 
council.  His  Irish  adherents,  ihoBgh  numerous, 
were  by  the  absence  of  their  chief,  deprived  of  the 
necessary  guidance^  and  prevented  from  uniting. 
The  family  of  Desmond  had  also  been  restored,  but 
the  earl  of  this  name  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
ample  possessions,  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment; and  satisfied  with  his  rude  magnificence, 
left  the  state  entirely  to  his  noble  kinsman,  so  far 
from  the  least  ambition  of  sharing  in  any  part  of 
the  administration,  that  he  accounted  it  the  honor 
and  distinguished  eminence  of  his  h^use,  that  by 
law  and  antient  usage,  they  were  exempt  from  the 
duty  of  attending  in  the  legislative  assemblies  of  his 
countrymen.  Kildare,  therefore,  not  only  possessed 
the  consequence  of  a  chief  governor,  but  was  the 
only  nobleman  of  Ireland,  whose  weight  and  influ- 
ence could  attract  the  reverence  or  notice  of  fo- 
reigners. 

To  such  a  man,  the  malecontents  *of  England 
naturally  turned  their  attention,  as  an  useful  instru- 
ment, or  approved  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  house 
of  York.  The  severe  and  impolitic  aversion  ex- 
pressed by  the  new  king  to  all  of  this  party,  roused 
their  utmost  resentment.  They  saw  the  young  earl 
of  Warwick,  son  of  the  unhappy  duke  ot  Clarence, 
Baoom  instantly  committed  to  close  onrance,  with  an  uu- 
^'*- ^"'manly  jealousy ;  the  daughter  of  their  favorite  Ed- 
ward, to  whom  theking  was  solemnly  affianced  treated 
with  coldness  and  neglect ;  and  when  he  at  length 
vouchsafed  to  take  her  to  his  bed,  that  neither  her 
youth,  beauty,  nor  amiable  dispositioiK,  could  obtain 
a  suitable  return  of  affection^  or  even  a  decent  exte^ 

rior 
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rior  of  respect.  Their  friends  were  pursued  by  severe 
attainders^  forfeitures^  and  confiscations;  their  fa- 
vorite q#een,  thongh  she  had  borne  a  son^  yet 
could  not  be  admitted  to  the  usual  honor  of  a  co- 
ronation. 

By  being  treated  with  aversion^  their  enmity  was 
confirmed;  and  by  observing  Henry's  anxiety  to 
establish  his  title  to  the  throne^  they  wese  taught 
that  he  himself  was  conscious  of  its  weakness.  Mur^* 
murs  were  raised  and  spread  abroad ;  the  king's  ac- 
tions severely  interpreted^  the  most  odious  suspi- 
cion propi^ated^  and  countenanced  by  the  ungra- 
ciousness and  severity  of  his  conduct.  It  was  ^^^its^ 
pered  that  with  a  malignant  jealousy  equal  to  that 
of  the  tyrant  whom  he  had  deposed,  he  was  on  the 
point  of  putting  the  young  earl  of  Warwick  to  death. 
But  they  comforted  each  other  with  the  hopes  of  a 
new  revolution^  as  it  was  confidently  reported  that 
one  only  of  Edward's  <;hildren  had  fallen  a  sacrifice 
to  Richard^  and  that  the  other  had  forjtunately  es- 
caped firom  the  Tower. 

The  spirit  of  discontent  found  a  powerful  and 
dangerous  fomenter,  in  th^  widow  of  king  Edward, 
a  restless  and  enterprizin^  princess^  who  had  dis-* 
played  her  talents  for  political  intrigue  during  the 
reign  of  her  husband^  had  schemed  the  overthrow 
of  Richard ;  but  now^  stung  with  the  neglect  and 
insignificance  to  which  she  was  reduced^  the  con^ 
tempt  and  coldness  with  which  her  daughter  was 
^eceived^  and  the  severe  prosecution  which  her  par^ 
tizans  experienced,  conceived  a  mortal  hatred'  to 
king  Heury^  and  was  but  too  justly  suspected  of  en- 
couraging popular  discontents,  and  forming  schemes 
of  faction  and  insurrection.  Theseci*et  consultations 
and  suspicious  practices  pf  her  friends,  could  not 
entirely  escape  the  notice  of  a  jealous  king  and  his 
officious  emissaries.  Henry  was  alarmed  with  im- 
perfect rumors  of  some  plots  seccctly  ripening  to 
execution ;  Irdand  was  even  pointed  out  as  a  place 
of  dangerous  intrigue.     He  was  reminded  of  the 
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^ipaoMr  in  "whieb  his  mairiage  with  Elisabeth  was 
MS.  Trin.  there  received :  that  the  dispntches  were  brought  to 
CoL  Dub.^il^  Iqp^  deputy  at  Dublia,  while  he  was  ttieuAiug 
oa  divine  serf ice^  that  with  the  utmost  exultatioa 
he  conveved  them  to  the  archbishop^  who^  in  a  sud- 
den fit  of  »eal^  ordered  the  holy  offices  to  be  hi- 
slantly  repeated,  with  all  the  solemn  forms  of  thanks*' 
givisff:  that  the  intelligence  was  from  thence 
spreau  abroad,  and  every  where  received  by  the 
Irish  subjects  with  such  extravagance  of  tmnuUuouA 
joy,  as  manifested  an  univers^  favor  to  t&e  hpi^^ 
of  York.  He  was  assured  that  they  had  at  this 
time  some  secret  designs  in  agitation  to  revive  the 
ciaims  of  this  family ;  and  that  thq  earl  of  Kildare 
in  particular  was,  a  person  from  whom  especial  dan- 
^^^^^  get  might  be  apprehended.  Henry  Was  so  alarm- 
ed, that  he  summoned  this  earl  to  repair  to  hm 
courts  under  pretence  of  consulting  with  him  about 
the  stale  of  his  Irish  interests.  But  Kildare  easily 
saw  tbrpugb  this  artifice,  was  possibly  too  consciocm 
of  his  secret  practices  and  correspond eoee  with  the 
.  .maleoontentsof  Ghgland^  and  too  justly  dreaded  to 
expose  himself  to  the  power  of  a  severe  and  vindic- 
tive prinoe.  He  artfully  contrived  to  sunanon  the 
lords  spiritual  and  teimporal  of  the  English  pale,  he 
commutucated  the  royal  mandate,  urged  the  immi-* 
Meat  danger  of  his  absence  from  IreUnd,  and  pre-' 
vailed  upon  them  to  transmit  an  address  to  the  king« 
in  whidi  they  earnestly  represented  the  pemicioua 
consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  the  absence 
-  of  their  deputy,  and  entreated  that  his  highneae 
would  recal  his  mandate,  or  at  least  snspend  it,  un- 
til the  earl  should  first  summon  a  parliament  to  de- 
liberate on  some  points  of  greatest  consequence  to 
the  state,  and  to  establish  some  regulations  which 
could  not  with  safety  be  delaved.  The  earl  by  this 
measure  deemed  himself  suffaciently  authorized  to 
defer  his  journey;  and  the  king  at  least  affected  to 
be  satisfied,  rather  than  avow  his  suspicions. 

In 
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In  the  diean  time  those  seeret  designs^  of  irliioii 
Henry  had  been  imperfectly  infimnM^  were  fully 
broug^ht  to  light.  A  youth  called  Lambert  Simne( 
of  lowly  parentage^  but  of  an  undenltandin^  abov^ 
his  years,  and  a  deportment  auperior  to  his  birth, 
wap  marked  out  by  an  aspiring  and  turbulent  eccle^ 
siastic  of  O^iford,  called  Riclmrd  Simon^  as  the  in- 
strumrat  of  an  ambition  apparently  the  most  pred* 

Eitate  and  misguided.  His  scheme  was  nothing 
^m  than  that  of  firing  a  new  monarch  to  England. 
He  entertained  Simnel  at  his  house,  flattered  his  in* 
experience,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  rumour  in« 
dustriously  spread,  and  not  discouraged  by  the  king, 
that  Richara,  younger  son  of  Edward  the  fourth, 
was  still  alive^  prevailed  upon  his  pupil  to  assume 
the  diaraoter  or  this  prince.  But  tnis  part  of  the 
design  was  quickly  chang;ed ;  a  new  vepwt  prevailed 
that  the  earl  of  Warwick  had  just  escaped  from 
the  Tower,  and  Simnel  was  a^in  directed  to  per- 
sonate this  earl.  Although  his  age  agreed  more 
nearly  with  that  of  Warwick,  yet  this  sudden  change 
appears,  at  first  view,  rash  and  unaccountable,  as 
the  part  now  chosen  was  much  more  difficult  to  be 
sustained.  He  was  not  to  personate  an  infant  taken  B^iooBf 
iirom  hb  cradle,  and  known  to  few,  but  a  lord  en- 
tertiuned  at  the  court  of  jj^dward  to  the  age  of  ten 

J  ears;  one  with  whom  the  nobility  of  the  realm 
ad  freauentiy  conversed,  and  were  perfectly  ac- 
quainted. He  was  to  be  accurately  instructed  in 
many  ciroun^stances,  and  to  speak  with  ease  and  cor« 
rectness  of  various  persons  and  incidents,  in  which 
the  least  failure  or  mistake  must  prove  fatal  to  his 
design.  But  the  truth  is,  that  this  scheme,  first 
conceived  by  a  wild  and  ignorant  ecclesiastic,  was 
instantly  adopted  by  persons  of  much  greater  conse- 
quence and  penetration,  who  sought  to  excite  such 
a  civil  commotion  as  might  enpel  Henry,  not  to 
raise  Simnel  to  the  throne.  Altlvough  they  had  in- 
structed him  in  the  part  he  was  to  assume  to  that 
perfection  ^^hich  he  could  not  have  acquired  from 

the 
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Hic  documentfl  of  an  obscure  priest,  and  although  he 
sustained  it  nvith  consummate  ease  and  dignity,  yet^ 
to  avoid  any  untoward  accident  vfhieh  might  pro* 
duce  an  immediate  detection,  it  was  reeolved  that 
the  sfcene  of  his  adreiiture  should  be  first  laid  in  Ire- 
land, at  a  distance  from  severe  scrutiny.  It  wad 
therefore  with  the  utmost  propriety  that  the  new 

Jmrt  of  the  earl  of  Warwick  was  assigned  to  him  • 
or,  besides  the  general  prepossession  of  the*  Irish 
subjects  in  favor  of  the  house  of  York,  it  waiB  renson- 
able  to  presume  that  they  would  shew  particular  af- 
fection to  the  family  of  Clarence,  a  pnnce  of  Irish 
birth,  and  instead  of  objecting  to  the  supposed  earl's 
pretensions  to  the  throne,  would  at  once  open  theit 
arms  to  the  son  of  their  countryman. 

SiMNEt  and  his  attendant  arrived  at  Dublin  ; 
where  the  youth  presenting  him  to  the  lord  deputy, 
in  all  the  dignity  of  the  exalted  character  he  assum- 
Bacon.  ^>  declared  himself  the  son  of  Clarence,  patheti* 
cally  related  his  imprisonment,  his  escape,  the  hard* 
ships  he  had  sustained,  the  dangers  he  had  experi- 
enced ;  and  inveighing,  with  a  well  affected  passion, 
against  the  usurpation  of  the  earl  of  Richmond,  re- 
quired his  protection  for  a  prince  of  the  blood-royal, 
and  rightful  heir  to  the  crown  of  England.  The  de- 
puty, who  possibly  was  neither  surprised  at  the  ap- 
plication, nor  unprepared  for  it;  communicated  this 
extraordinary  event  to  his  brother,  the  Irish  lord 
chancellor,  and  Portlester,  the  treasurer,  the  first  a 
man  of  enterprize  and  both  zealous  partizans  of  the 
house  of  York.  They  received  the  adventurer 
with  every  expression  of  respect  and  affection,  and 
resolved  at  once  to  devote  themselves  to  his  service. 
But  in  order  to  make  experiment  of  the  temper  of 
the  Ijish  subjects,  before  they  declared  publicly  in 
his  favor,  they  artfully  contrived  to  have  it  spread 
abroad  that  the  earl  of  Warwick  was  arrived  at 
Dublin,  without  .any  further  circumstance,  or  any 
account  of  the  Intention  or  declarations  of  the  chief 

governor. 
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jgovemoT.  '  The  citizens  at  onbei  caught  tlie  fianit 
of  party  zeal^  it  ran  quickly,  with  the  important  fai'^ 
telbgeti&ej  through  the  Irish  quarters;  the  people B^eoa. 
almost  unanimously  declared  in  &vor  of  the  son  of 
Clarence,  and  in  the  phrenay  of  faction,  and  the 
vanity  of  giving  a  king  to  England,  never  once  at- 
tended to  the  legal  objections  to  his  title,  or  the 
K'or  claims  of  Edward's  female  issue.  Octavian  db 
latio,  primate  of  Armagh>  though  a  fwreigner, 
and  unconnected  with  the  Irish  factions,  seems 
io  hare  at  first  joined  in  the  canfederacy,  but  to 
have  speedily  repented,  and  receded.  The  cili* 
zens  of  Waterfonl,  the  prelates  of  Cashel,  Tuam^ 
Clogher,  and  Ossory,  the  family  of  Butler,  and  the 
baron  of  Hoath,  were  the  only  persons  not  infected 
with  the  popular  contagion ;  but  utterly  unable  to  \ 

defend  the  interests  of  the  reining  prince,  they 
could  but  dispatch  their  emissaries  to  inform  him  of 
the  commotions  in  Ireland.  The  Irish  subjects  cla-W«a 
mored  in  favor  of  their  new  prince;  Kildare  sum- 
mcmed  his  council;  a  perfect  satisfaction  was  eiH 
pressed  in  the  evidence  of  his  birth  and  validity  of 
Disclaim;  Simnel  was  conveyed  in  pomp  to  the 
castle  of  Dublin,  received  the  homase  and  acclama* 
tions  of  hb  numerous  adherents  with  the  most  gra- 
cious dignity,  was  entertained  and  treated  as  a  so* 
▼oreign,  and  in  a  few  days  publicly  proclaimed  king 
by  the  name  pf  Edward  the  sixth. 

Haviko  proceeded  thus  far  in  his  revolt,  K0« 
dare,  was  natdrally  prompted  to  express  his  zeal  by 
a  rigid  treatment  of  those  who  were  in  the  least  re- 
luctant to  comply  with  him.  The  citizens  of  Wa- 
terford^  who  had  been  spirited  by  the  Butlers  and 
some  of  the  sept  of  Bermingham  his  enemies,  to  op- 
pose the  present  innovations,  were  peremptcNrily  re- 
quired to  proclaim  the  new  king.  An  haughty  an- 
swer was  returned ;  their  messenger  in  a  sudden  fit 
of  rage  was  ordered  by  the  lord  oebuty  to  be  hang* 
ed :  they  again  received  his  manoate  by  a  herald,M8.Triii. 
with  terrible  denunciations  of  vengeance^  shouMCW.  Dab. 

they 
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tter  make  the  least  delay  or  difficulty  of  c(nnplyiii|» 
with  his  commands;  yet  still,  obstinately  firm  to  the 
interests  of  the  rei^iin^  prince,  they  and  their  as« 
tociates  bad  defiance  to  the  rebels,  and  expected  add 
prepared  for  an  invasion. 

Henry's  fears  were  ever  ready  to  take  the 
alarm ;  and  the  events  in  Ireland,  notwithstanding 
the  zeal  of  his  few  friends  in  this  country,  were 
iQore  than  sufficient  to  give  them  all  their  violence. 
His  English  ministers  were  consulted,  and  schemes 
formed  for  his  defence.  The  queen  dowager,  who 
Was  suspected  to  have  framed,  or  at  least  to  be  li 
considerable  agent  in  the  conspiracy,  was  seized  and 
eommitted  to  a  nunnery,  a  severity  the  more  offi^n** 
aive,  as  it  was  necessary  to  recur  to  a  stale  pretencei, 
that  of  her  having  delivered  up  her  daughters  to 
the  tyrant  Richard,  in  order  to  conceal  the  real  m<v 
tive  and  cause  of  her  disgrace.  To  demonstrate  the 
infiituation  of  the  Irish  subjects,  and  to  prevent  H 
from  being  caught  by  those  of  England,  the  next 
necessary  step  was  to  satisfy  the  people  that  the  real 
earl  of  Warwick  was  actually  in  the  king's  posses* 
aion.  For  tliis  purppse  bis  prisoner  vras  token  froiQ 
the  Tower,  conyeyed  through  the  city  of  LondoQ 
in  open  view  of  all  spectators,  engaged  in  conversa* 
tiofi  witl}  many  of  the  nobility,  especially  of  those 
most  suspepted  by  the  king,  and  who  could  no| 
plead  ignprance  pf  the  person  of  thi^  Plantagenet ; 
and  to  point  the  general  attention  still  more  disr 
tinctly  to  the  young  prince,  he  wa)3  conducted  to 
the  church  of  8t.  Paul  \x\  ft  solemn  religions  procea^ 
sion,  amidst  the  conco^r8e  usually  collected  on  suclx 
occasions.  But  whatever  effect  this  might  produce 
in  London,  the  Yorl^ists  of  Ireland  rushed  too  vio- 
lently into  the  extravagance  of  party  zeal,  to  be 
restrained  by  such  devices.  The  charge  of  artifie^ 
.and  imposture  was  there  boldly  retorted  upon  Hen^ 
ry,  who,  it  was  confidently  alleged,  had  iqiposed 
on  the  credulity  pf  the  vulgar  by  an  imaginary 
prince^  tricked  out  in  form  of  tne  real  Planlar 

genet. 
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feoety  and  pro&n^ly  abiued  the  awftil  ceremony  of 
a  procesBion^  to  ^ive  some  colour  to  his  traitorous 
fiitedbood.  Emissaries  were  sent  into  England^  where HaD« 
|hose,  supposed  to  be  most  friendly  to  the  house  of 
l^ork^  were  invited  to  assist  their  rightful  prince^  an4 
soon  learned  that  their  cause,  notwithstanding  tha 
vigilant  precawtiws  of  H^nry,  was  to  received  a 
powerful  support. 

MAa«Aa£T  of  York,  the  second  sister  of  EdwanlBMos. 
the  fourth,  and  now  .widow  of  Charles  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy,  was  a  princess  of  a  bold  and  masculine  spi* 
rit,  childless,  rich,  pcmuUr^  aud  powerful.  She  had 
seen  the  restoration  of  the  Lancastrian  line  with  de^ 
concern^  was  provoked  by  the  severity  with  which 
Henry  treated  the  partizans  of  her  family,  confiraied 
ia  har  aversion  to  this  prince  by  his  cdntemptuoua 
treatment  of  her  niece  Elizabeth,  and  highly  gniti« 
fied  by  every  event  which  promised  to  disturo  hia 
reign.  If  ^e  had  npt  originally  assisted  in  exciting 
the  ^revolt  in  Ireland,  she  was  at  least  known  to  ap» 
prove  aqd  countenance  the  design.  Nor  did  tba 
Irish  emissaries  neglect  to  make  their  pressing  apj^r 
cations,  to  this  princess,  informing  her  of  the  late 
traasactioBs  in  thar  country,  imploring  her  suc^ 
joour  for  a  cause  to  which  Providence  had  given  a 
beginning  sp  miraculously  prosperous,  and  which 
they  offered  to  submit  to  her  will  and  guidance,  aa 
sovereign  patroness  of  their  lUflt  Md  pious  eo^ 
ierpriz#.  « 

Heu  court  was  now  the  residence  of  all  the  fiigi-  j^^ 
lives  and  malccmtents  of  England.  Francis  lord  Lo- 
vel,  chamberlain  to  Richard  the  third,  who  had  al- 
ready angled  in  an  unsuccessful  insurrection  against 
Henry,  repaired  thither  on  the  intelligence  of  Simnel'a 
first  success  in  Ireland ;  and  was  quickly  followed  by 
John  earl  of  Uncoln,  a  nobleman  possessed  with  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  advantage  from  the  present 
disorders.  He  was  the  son  of  John  de  la  Pole,  earl 
of  Suffolk,  and  Elizabeth,  sister  to  Edwanl  the 
fourth.  The  partiality  of  Richard  the  thiwl,  who 
had  formed  the  design  of  appointing  him  ^successor 

to 
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to  the  throne^  if  he  should  die  without  issue^  had 
inspired  him  with  exalted  sentiments^  and  the  seve- 
lity  of  the  king  to  all  the  eminent  persons  of  his 
party,  determined  him  to  seek  security  in  the  most 
desperate  counsels.  He  knew  the  futility  of  Sim* 
nd's  pretensions,  but  was  sensible^  that  if  by  hi» 
means  he  could  d^hrone  Henry,  the  instrument 
could  be  easily  set  aside.  He  therefore  readily 
obeyed  the  summons  of  the  duchess  of  Burgundy^ 
and  leavino^  Sir  Thomas  Broughton,  a  trusty  agent 
in  England,  to  manage  the  correspondence  between 
the  male-contents,  entered  fully  into  the  Irish  adven- 
tnre,  and  was  the  great  counsellor  and  assistant  to 
the  duchess  in  concerting  measures  for  the  support 
ofSimnef. 

Henry,  in  the  mean  time,  fully  informed  of 
these  dano^erous  commotions,  took  such  measures  as 
were  in  his  power  to  suppress  them.  Orders  were 
issued  for  guarding  the  coasts  both  of  Ireland  and 
Ffauiders,  and  preventing  any  supplies  being  con- 
ireyed  to  the  enemy.  Care  was  taken  that  the  papal 
biub,  by  which  the  dreadful  sentence  of  excommu- 
iDication  was  denounced  against  all  those  who  pre- 

Kyswr.  sumed  to  question  the  right  of  Henry's  succession, 
should  be  promulged  in  Ireland ;  new  complaints 
were  made  at  the  court  of  Rome,  and  the  pope  en- 
treated to  exert  his  spiritual  authoritv  against  the 

YTu^  ifish  revolters.  But  some  bishops  only  >  ere  deter- 
red by  the  a^iprehensions  of  papal  vengeance.  Ano- 
tiier  Irish  chieftain,  of  no  inconsideratue  power,  took 
advantage  of  the  commotions  in  the  seat  of  govem- 
ment,  and^  ravaged  the  English  pale  without  con- 
trouK  Still  the  lord  deputy  and  his  adherents  were 
totally  engaged  hy  a  more  interesting  concern,  that 
of  deciding  the  right  of  succession  to  the  throne  of 
England;  and  now^  to  animate  their  hopes,  two 
thousand  veteran  troops  arrived  from  Flanaers,  un« 
der  the  command  of  Swaart,  a  valiant  and  experi- 

A.  D.     enced  leader,  attended  by  the  eail  of  Lincoln,  vis- 

^^^*  count  Lovel,  and  other  considerable  malecontents 
of  England. 

Ths 
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Thb  appearance  of  such  support^  inspired  the 
partizans  of  the  young  adventurer  with  the  utmost 
confidence.  They  recollected  the  small  befi^innings 
from  which  the  invasion  made  by  Henry  nad  be^ 
come  so  formidable  and  successful^  and  exulted  in 
the  superior  advantages  of  their  own  cause.  Un- 
controled  in  Ireland^  except  by  the  impotent  dis* 
sent  of  some  individuals,  they  imagined  that  do 
great  difficulties  could  be  experienced  in  England 
and  fancied  themselves  already  possessed  of  sovereign 
authority,  and  invested  with  all  the  advantages  to  be 
expected  from  a  revolution.  In  the  mean  time  it 
was  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  solemn  coronation  of 
their  favorite  prince.  He  was  conducted  in  due 
state  to  the  cathedral,  called  Christ  Churchy  attend- 
ed by  the  lord  deputy  and  officers  of  state,  the 
English  nobles,  and  all  his  other  adherents.  The 
bishop  of  Meath  explained  and  enforced  his  right 
to  the  crown  from  the  pulpit ;  it  was  formally  re- 
cognized by  all  who  attended  on  the  ceremonial ;  a 
crown,  sato  to  have  been  taken  from  a  statue  of 
the  Virgin,  was  placed  on  his  head^  amidst  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  people ;  and  from  the  church  he  Ware, 
was  conveyed  in  pomp  to  the  castle  of  Dublin,  de- 
viated on  the  shoulders  of  Darcy,  chief  of  a  consi- 
derable English  family  of  Meath ;  a  ceremony 
which  seems  to  have  been  adopted  from  (he  native 
Irish. 

To  complete  the  royal  character,  the  young  king 
issued  his  writs  of  summons,  and  convened  a  parlia- 
inent^  in  which  laws  were  enacted,  and  subsidies  ir.stat 

S anted,  the  utmost  vengeance  denounced  against  8  Hen. 
ose  who  presumed  to  resist  him,  and  particnlarh^^^ 
against  the  city  of  Waterford,  whose  possessions  and 
franchises  were  declared  forfeit,  on  account  of  their 
perverse  opposition  to  the  new  government.  Tho- 
mas Butler,  a  principal  branch  of  the  family  of  Or- 
mond,  who  had  fled  into  England  to  inform  Henry 
of  ihese  commotions,  was  attainted,  and  his  pos- 
sesions seized.  William  his  brother  was  also  treated 
as  a  rebel,  and  obliged  to  fly  for  safety  into  thcf 
Vpi..  11,  h  neigb- 
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neighbouring  kingdom.  The  clei^y  voted  a  mb* 
j^idy  to  the  pope  to  soften  liis  resentment,  and  to 
procure  absolution  from  the  sentence  denounced 
agfaiust  the  opposers  of  Henry,  The  whole  adny* 
YHstration  of  governments  the  procedure  of  law,  an4 
execution  of  justice  passed  for  soKne  time  regularly^ 
in  the  name  of  Edward  the  sixth.  But  this  pageant 
of  royalty  was  too  flight  to  satisfy  the  secret  views 
^  of  those  who  supported  the  adtventurer^  not  to 
establish  his  dommion  in  Ireland^  but  to  expel  the 
Qacpif.  reigning  prince  from  England.  A  council  was  as* 
^embleu  to  deliberate  on  means  of  employing  the 
powers  they  had  obtained,  and  improving  the  sue* 
pess  which  had  already  attended  their  young  kin^. 
It  was  proposed  to  continue  in  their  present  situati- 
on, ana  by  making  Ireland  the  seat  of  war^  to  draw 
Henry  into  this  country.  His  jealousy  would  prompt 
him  to  attend  the  expedition  m  person ;  and  nis  an- 
sence  from  England  could  not  fail  of  raising  diinger^,. 
ous  commotions  in  the  state. 

But  however  wis^  and  politic  this  counsel  might 
nppcar  at  6rst  view,   the  circumstances  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  rendered  it  utterly  impossible  to  be  pursued. 
The  English  noblemen^  who  resided  in  the  seat  of 
gevernment,  saw  nothing  of  the  country  but  what 
wore  the  fairest  and  most  flattering  aspect,  and  ima- 
pned  themselves  already  in  possession  of  a  whole 
Kingdom.     Such  were    the    representations  wbict) 
they  transmitted  to  their  friends,  and  such  is  tha* 
ptrain  in  )vhich  ^rave  and  judicious  historians  ^eak . 
pf  theji;  success.    But  in  effect,  this  adventurer  and 
|)is  adherents,  amidst  ^.11  their  speciqns  shew  of  roy- 
Itlty  and  magnificent p^  con^manded  biit  in  a  very 
ponfined,   harassed,   and  impoverished  quarter  of 
the  island.    Far  the  greater  part  of  it  was  po^essed  . 
by  warlikp  septs,  who  neither  feared  their  pqwer, 
nor  interfered  in  their  interests  or  contests^  unless 
perhaps  f^  single  chieftain,  who  vras  proyol^ed  pr 
tempted  to  takeadvfintage  of  their  present  pbrenzvi  . 
and  lay  vraste  some  of  their  border9.    Many  of  toe 
rest  coi^d  bpM  that  the  ^nglisibaeUl«iiventssub6iste4 
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only  by  their  protection,  aod  left  them  to  eiyoy 
therr  power  in  those  districts^  from  whence  fhey  had 
not  been  yet  expelled,  as  an  inferior  sept  now  na- 
turalized in  their  country.  The  names  of  Kildare^ 
Desmond,  or  de  Bnrgo;  could  .indeed  command  nu- 
merous followers;  yet  not  as  En^^lish  lords,  but 
Irish  princes,  not  completely  assimilated,  but  bear- 
ing a  strong  resemblance  to  the  old  native  chief- 
lams.  The  new  king,  assisted  with  all  the  influence 
of  the  lord  deputy,  could  with  difficulty  contrive  to 
maintain  his  household,  and  support  the  ordinary 
estabtktitient  of  the  state  for  any  considerable  time. 
All  the  resources  he  could  extort  from  his  Irish  sub- 
jects were  utterly  unequal  to  the  charge  of  a  nu- 
merofi  army :  so  that  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
to  change  the  scene  of  their  adventure. 

Meh,  whose  warm  tempers  hurry  them  into  en- 
terprizes  of  danger  and  innovation,  possess  their 
imaginations  with  hopes  of  vast  advantage  from  the 
success  of  their  designs.  Tlie  deception  spreads 
through  all  orders;  and  even  the  most  inferior 
followers  in  such  enterprizes  indulge  their  dreams 
of  riches  and  honors.  The  violence  of  those  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  the  sanguine  inexperience  of  Iheir 
Irish  adherents,  were  not  to  be  restrained  by  their 
superiors.  They  pressed  clamorously  to  lie  led 
into  England  ;  the  resolution,  which  suited  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  state  and  the  passions  of  the  people, 
was  soon  adopted,  and  the  embarkation  prepared, 
Henry  in  the  mean  time  levied  his  troops,  especi- 
tlly  in  those  parts  where  the  invasion  was  expected  • 

to  fell,   continued  his  progress,   made  the  necessary 
dispositions  in  the  suspected  counties;  and,  to  cap-^*^®'** 
tivate  the  people  by  an  appearance  of  piety,  visited  ^^ 

the  shrine  of  our  Lady  of  Walsingham,  a  great 
scene  of  popular  devotion,  where  he  offered  his 
prayers  and  rows  for  deliverance ;  and  returning  tg 
liondon.  was  there  informed  that  the  rebels  from 
Ireland  had  landed  in  Lancashij-e^  at  a  place  Called 
f  oodrey,  and  were  Joined  by  Sir  Thomai^  Brough- 
*m  and  his  trooj^. 

«  Tas 
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•The  earl  of  Kildare  had  been  left  in  Dublin  to 
^"•-  attend  the  affairs  of  government.  His  brother^ 
lord  Thomas  Fitz-Gerald,  was  possessed  with  such 
perfect  confidence  of  success,  tnat  he  resigned  the 
place  of  Irish  chancellor,  to  follow  the  fortunes  of 
Simnel,  and  with  Maurice^  another  brother,  at* 
tended  on  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  who  took  the  lead 
in  this  expedition.  His  course  was  directed  towards 
York,  a  measure  deemed  highly  injudicious,  as  Lo- 
vel  had  been  lately  discomfited  in  this  part  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  popular  discontents  allayed  by  Hen* 
BtcoTK  ry's  personal  appearance.  His  army,  through  their 
whole  progress,  affected  the  strictest  and  tKost  inof- 
fensive regularity,  as  if  their  yoimg  king  were  ten- 
derly solicitous  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  his  peo- 
{)le.  But  they  were  every  where  received  witn  si- 
ent  astonishment.  The  people,  awed  by  the  repu- 
tation which  Henry  had  acquired  of  conduct  and 
success,  suffered  this  army  of  foreigners,  who  pre- 
sumed to  obtrude  a  sovereign  on  England,  to  pass 
unassisted,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  their  leaaers^ 
who  had  now  no  ho[)es  but  in  a  speedy  and  decisive 
action.  The  king  advanced  upon  thi^m,  and  was 
reinforced  by  the  well-affected;  the  rebels  with 
equal  alacrity  marched  to  meet  him.  They  had 
bent  their  course  towards  Newark,  with  intent  to 
surprize  it.  Henry,  to  prevent  them,  advanced  his 
army  between  their  camp  and  the  town,  a  motion 
soon  followed  by  an  engagement  near  a  village  called 
Stoke,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham. 
.  The  desperate  valor  of  the  rebels,  assisted  by 
the  conduct  of  Swaart  and  his  veteran  Germany 
kept  the  fortune  of  the  battle  a  long  time  doubtful^ 
notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  tlie  king,  both  in 
_ «  the  number  and  quality  of  his  troops.  It  is  said  by 
his  historians,  that  the  van-guard  of  his  army  only 
was  engaged,  and  yet  the  assault  of  the  enemy  was 
tiolent  and  obstinate,  and  attended  with  considerable 
slaughter.  The  forces  of  Ireland  took  their^hare  in 
'the  action  with  a  furious  valor,  but  being  lightlT 
armed  after  the  fashion  of  the  native  Irish^  for  whica 

even 
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even  those  of  English  race  had  unhappily  renouncisdl 
the  old  English  weapons,  tbey  were  unable  to  resist 
the  impression  of  the  royal  army:  thoun^h  broken, 
thev  stilt  disdained  to  fly,  and  were  slang-titered  with 
sucn  unrelenting  havock,  as  was  hideous  and  ap« 
.palling  to  their  associates,  and  principally  determin- 
ed the  victory  in  favor  of  the  king.  The  earl  of 
Lincoln,  the  lords  Thomas  and  Maurice  Fitz-Ge- 
raid,  Plunket,  and  other  Irishmen  of  distinction; 
the  gallant  Swaart  and  Bir  Thomas  Broughton,  all 
fell  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Liord  Lovel  having 
never  been  heard  of  more,  was  supposed  to  have 
undergone  the  same  fate.  Four  thousand  of  the 
rebels  are  said  to  have  been  slain  in  this  battle.  And 
amon^  the  prisoners,  Simnel  himself,  attended  by 
the  priest  his  tutor,  had  (he  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  Vng's  hands,  and  thus  closed  his  short  career 
.of  greatness.  Henry  aflfected  too  g^eat  magnanimity 
to  take  the  life  of  this  wretched  instrument :  he  con- 
signed him  to  the  menial  offices  of  his  kitchen,  as 
the  most  effectual  means  to  morti^  his  adherents, 
and  to  preserve  a  living  memorial  ot  their  infatuati- 
on, so  as  to  deter  others  from  the  like  factious  en- 
.terprizes.  Simon  the  priest  was  treated  with  greater 
rigor:  while  his  pupil  was  indulgently  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  falconer  to  the  king,  he  was  kept  in 
close  and  severe  confinement,  and  most  probably 
suffered  all  the  punishment  due  to  his  attempt. 

Tays  were  the  subjects  of  Ireland  awakened  from 
their  dream  of  victory,  riches,  and  honor,  to  a 
fearful  sense  of  their  temerity,  and  the  resentment 
of  that  rigid  prince  whom  they  had  offended.  l^t"c^'n^'{? 
ters  arrived  from  Heniy  to  the  citizens  of  Water-  ^  **  " 
ford,  commending  their  fidelity,  and  encouraging 
them  to  persevere  in  a  brave  and  loyal  opposition  to 
the  earl  of  Kildare  and  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  A 
papal  bull  was  directed  to  those  prelates  who  had 
not  been  accused  of  the  rebellion,  the  archbishops 
of  Cashel  and  Tuam,  bishops  of  Clogher  and  Osso^Rynier- 

3f,  to.  inflict  the  usual  ecclesiastical  censures  on  the 
elinquent  clergy,  in  which  number  were  involved 

the    ' 
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the  prlmste  of  Armagh,  Cthougfa  he  had  refused  to 

.   aasist  at  the  corofiation  of  Simnel,)  the  archbishop 

of  Dublin,  and  the  prelates  of  Meath  and  Kildare. 

Warfc  The  storm  of  rengeancc  was  thus  gathering ;  but 
to  aTert  it^  the  earl  of  Kildare  and  other  loras  in- 
atantlj  dispatched  their  ecnissaries  to  the  kin^,  fay 
whom  they  acknowledged  their  faulty  and  paluated 
it  by  sucn  pretences  as  they  could  devise,  hum- 
bly imploring  pardon,  and  promising  bv  their  fix- 
ture good  couduct-4o  atone  for  their  late  error. 
A  prince  so  busily  occupied  in  suppressing  the  re- 
mains of  crril  commotion  in  England,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  suspend  his  attention  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land ;  any  yiolent  prosecution  of  the  reTolters  in 
this  country  would  reouire  to  be  supported  b^  a 
^considerable  force,  aha  the  whole  fabric  of  Irish 
eoremment  might  probably  be  dissolred  in  the  con- 
flict. The  veiy  nontes  who  had  espoused  the  cause 
of  his  rival,  were  absolutely  necessary  to  his  interests 
in  repelling  the  Irish  rnsureents ;  nor  was  there  any 
power  in  this  country  which  could  be  raised  in  com- 
petition to  that  of  Kildare  and  his  associates. 
The  few  lords  who  had  been  untainted  by  the  late 
revolt,  were  of  inferior  note,  the  fomQy  of  Butter 
dispereed,  and  thehr  adherents  discouraged.  The 
house  of  Desmond,  which  had  indeed  taken  no  part 
in  the  late  disorders,  was  favorably  disposea  to 
their  kinsman,  or  if  they  might  be  flattened  into  an 
opposition  to  Kildare,  were  at  this  time  too  much 
embarrassed  by  their  particular  disorders.  Jame^, 
earl  of  Desmond,  during  the  course  of  Simnel's  re- 

IWi  belKon,  had  been  treacherously  murdered  by  a  vin- 
dictive ruffian  whom  he  retained,  and  dying  whh- 
out  male  issue,  left  his  heir  and  brother  entirely  in- 
volved in  pursuing  the  assassin  and  his  accompnces. 
Such  circumstances  were  maturely  weighed  by  Hen- 
ry and  his  council.  He  contented  himself  tor  the 
present  with  answeriRg  the  submissions  of  bisr  Irish 
subjects  by  declarations  of  psErdon,  attended  how- 
ever with  severe  reflections  on  their  folly  and  dis- 
foyalty.    Kildare  in  particular  was  assured  that  the 

royal 
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royal  g»c#  must  entirely  depend  upon  his  future 
loyal  and  dutiful  conduct^  was  strictly  enjoined  and 
instructed  to  support  the  kins's  interest^  and  thua* 
for  tbe  present^  waa  continued  in  the  g;oTernnient. 
The  citizens  of  Dublin  taking  advantage  of  these 
apparently  favorable  dispositions  of  kin^  Henry, 
addressed  the  throne,  acKnoMrledging  theu*  otfence^ 
pleading  the  powerful  influence  and  example  of  the 
great  lords,  and  even  of  their  venerable  prelates,  by 
which  they  had  been  seduced,  and  humbly  imploring 
to  be  included*  in  the  grace  and  pardon  extended  to 
the  oifendin^  subjects  of  their  land. 

But  notwithstanding  this  |^eneral  appearance  of 
submission  on  the  part  of  his  subjects  in  Ireland^ 
and  the  affected  lenity  of  the  king,  notwithstanding 
Oie  patents  of  pardon  were  prepared  in  favor  of 
all  the  lords  and  prelates  guilty  or  suspected,  or 
whose  conduct  migiit  hereafter  be  exposed  to  any  at* 
tack,  something  further  was  still  necessary  to  com- 
pose the  affairs  of  Ireland,  after  such  a  commotion, 
and  to  establish  the  king's  mterest  and  authority  in 
this  country.      Sir  Richard  Edgcombe,   who  hadv^ag^ 
hees^  already  employed  in  ne^ociations  with  tbe  king  of  Sir 
of  Scots,  an  officer  of  bis  household,  and  one  in^^* 
whom  he  reposed  peculiar  confidence^  was  sent  into  M8.TriiL 
Irelaad.  with  a  troop  of  five  hundred  men,  to  oblige  CoL  Dak 
the  subjects  to  renew  their  oaths  of  allegiance^  and 
to  tender  the  royal  pardon,  upon  such  conditions  as 
mio^ht  assure  the  king  of  their  future  loyalty. 

Edgcombe,  on  his  arrival  at  the  harbour  of  Kin-» 
sale,  possibly  from  some  apprehensions  of  the  tem- 
per and  dispositions  of  the  people,  at  first  refused 
to  land,  but  obliged  Barry,  a  principal  lord  in  this, 
district^  to  attend  him  on  board  his  ship,  there  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  'do  homage  for  his 
biiroay.  He  was  howeyer  prevailed  upon  to  ho« 
nor  w  city  with  his  presence^  apd  the  oaths  and 
homage  of  lord  Courcey  were  received  in  tbo, 
church  with  greater  fomiw  I)ence  he  proceeded  in 
9^  poiMitivg  voyage  U>  Waterford^  where  his  only 
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part  wa:j  to  commend  and  confirm  the  loyalty  of  the 
mhabitants.     On  his  arrival  in  the  harbour  of  Dab- 
lin,  the  magistracy  were  prepared  to  receive  him 
Hith  the  utmost  submissions.     But  Kildare,  when 
he  had  once  recovered  from  his  first  alarm  and  sur- 
prize^ began  to  recollect  his  own  power  and  conse- 
quence, nor  was  he  ready  to  attend  the  king's  com- 
missioner, or  decided  in  the  part  he  was  now  to 
take.     Under  pretence  of  his  beinff  at  present  en- 
gaged in  a  pilgrimage  to  some  of  tne  Irish  seats  of 
devotion,  seven  days  were  suffered  to  elapse,  before 
he  vouchsafed  to  repair  to  Dublin.     And  when  he 
at  length  consented  to  an  interview  with  Edgcombe, 
the  haughty  severity  of  the  commissioner  was  re- 
turned with  a  cold  civility.     His  overtures  were  ex- 
amined, and  discussed  with  freedom :   the  earl  con- 
sented to  do  homage  and  fealty,  and  to  gtve  assu- 
rance of  the  most  solemn  oaths  for  his  future  fide- 
lity.    But  some  additional  security  was  demanded, 
(the  nature  of  it  is  not  distinctly  mentioned)  which 
was  either  offensive  to  the  pride,  or  prejudicial  to 
the  interest  of  the  earl  and  other  great  lords.     Ob- 
jections were  raised,  and  the  parties  at  first  separated 
in  disgust.     The  treaty  was  renewed,  but  Kildare 
persisted  in  dictating  the  tenns  on  which  he  would 
accept  his  pardon ;  and  Edgcombe,  after  some  de- 
lay, deemed  it  prudent  to  acquiesce.     Homage  and 
fi^alty  were  performed  in  a  solemn  and  public  man-* 
ner  by  the  earl  of   Kildare,    the  lords  Portlester, 
Oormanston,  glane,  Hoath,  Trimbleston,  i^nd  Dun^ 
sany;  they  were  absolved  from  the  pope's  sentence 
of  excommunication ;  the  prelates  of  Dublin,  Meath, 
and  Kildare,  with  some  aobots  ^nd  priors,  submit- 
ted in  like  manner,  and  received  the  like  absolution  ; 
and  such  were  the  prevarications  apprehended,  and 
such  Tidiculoijs  pretenoes  were  usually  devised  for 
breaking  through  the  most  aweful  forms  of  obligati- 
on, purposedly  administered  with  every  circumslance 
that  could  strike  the  mind  with  terror  and  venera- 
t|on,  that  Edgcombe  is  e^act  in  spopifying,  that  the 
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Host  on  which  the  Irish  lords  were  sworn,  had,  by 
stipulation,  been  consecrated  by  a  chaplain  of  his 
own,  on  whom  he  had  particular  reliance. 

With  his  patent  of  pardon,  Kildare  was  now 
presented  with  a  chain  of  ^old  from  the  king,  in 
token  of  grace  and  reconciliation.  The  citizens  of 
Dublin^  Drogheda,  and-  Trim,  the  primate  of  Ar- 
magh, and  some  bther  offending  clergy  were  also 
receired  into  favor,  and  swore  allegiance.  The 
only  persons  to  whom  the  royal  pardon  was  denied^ 
were  Plonket,  chief  justice,  and  Keating,  the  prior 
of  KHmainham,  who  had  become  particularly  ob« 
iKttious  by  their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Simnel.  The 
most  urgent  solicitations  were  used  in  favor  of 
these  OTOuders;  and  in  the  case  of  Plunket  they 
were  at  length  effectual*  But  the  insolent  and  tur« 
bulent  prior  was  declared  unpardonable.  He  was 
ejected  from  his  office  of  constable  of  Dublin  castle^ 
obliged  to  save  himself  by  flight,  and  ended  a  life 
of  faction  and  contention,  in  the  most  abject  poverty 
and  contempt. 

Thus  were  the  afiairs  of  Ireland  settled  and  the 
subjects  reconciled  to  the  government  of  Henry ; 
the  earl  of  Kildare  was  continued  lord  deputy,  and 
left  to  pursue  the  usual  course  of  administration,  and 
to  repel  the  Irish  invaders,  whose  outrages  had  en- 
crcAsed,  and  were  extended  without  sufficient  con- 
trol, during  the  late  commotions.  But  a  general 
pardon  could  not  at  once  allay  the  jealousies  and 
animosities  of  rival  lords.  The  few  who  boasted 
their  attachment  to  the  throne  in  a  time  of  general 
revolt,  rated  their  own  services  and  sufferings  at  the 
highest  value,  inveighed  against  their  late  oppressors, 
incessantly  solicited  for  favors  and  preferments,' 
and  represented  to  the  king  that  they  themselves 
alone,  of  all  his  Irish  subjects,  were  worthy  of  the 
foyal  confidence.  Octavian,  the  primate  of  Ar- 
magh was  particularly  assiduous  to  supplant  the 
earl  of  Kildare,  and  urgency  represented  the  necessity 

Vol-  II  M  of 
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of  being  appointed  (o  tfae  office  of  diaxiceUor^.  id  "- 
order  to  form  a  balance  against  the  enormous  power 
of  the  deputy.    Kildare  was  no  less  aniduous  in  de- 
feating these  secret  practices ;  and  for  this  purpose^ 
Payne,  bishop  of  Meath,  was  made  his  emissary  to 
the  king.     Hepry  heard  the  scTeral  representations 
with  caution  and  reserve^  and  although  he  deemed 
it  imprudent  to  make  any  present  innovation  in  the 
state  of  his  Irish  goverament,  and  therefore  rejected 
the  petition  of  Octaviau;  yet  such  were  the  fears 
and  suspicion^  raised  in  his  mind,  that  he  deemed  it 
necessary  to  summon  the  earl  of  Kildare,  with  other 
lords  of  greatest  consequence,  into  England.    They 
attended  him  at  Greenwich,  and  there,  after  some 
expostulations,  received  a  confihnation  of  the  royal 
prace.     At  a  banquet  to  which  thev  were  invited, 
Simncl  was  appointed  to  officiate  as  a  outler,  to  strike 
his  ^reat  partizans  of  Ireland  with  the'  more  forci** 
ble  impression  of  their  own  folly.     But  this  morti- 
(icatipn  of  beholding  the  idol  to  whom   they  had 
bowed  the  knee,  degraded  to  his  original  meanness, 
was  followed  by  the  most  engaging  expressions  of 
indulgence  and  favor.     The  baron  of  Hoath,  who 
although  for  greater  security  he  accepted  the  king's 
pardon,  yet  had  not  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  re- 
ceived a  present  of  three  himd  red  pounds;  and  all 
were  dismissed  with  maiks  of  confidence,  and  graci- 
ous assurances  of  being  honored  and  distinguished, 
according  to  their  future  loyal  services. 

Th£  carl  of   Kildare    resumed  his  govemraeht 
with  full  power  and  consequence,  and  exercised  it 
for  some  time  in  peace  and  splend^or.     His  rivals 
were  depressed,  and  their  factions  and  clamours^ 
silenced.     His  forces  were  sufficient  to  defend  the 
borders  from  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
occasional  insurgents,   arid  the  Irish  chieftains  of 
greatest  note  Were  too  well  afTeetedto  his  person,  or. 
too  deeply  engaged  in  their  own  quarrels,  to  make. 
I  any  important  attempt  upon    the  English  settle-^ 

menis'. 
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mente.  In  the  South,  the  itew  earl  of  Desmond 
acted  entirely  as  an  independent  sovereign,  made 
wars  and  treaties  with  his^neig^hbours,  without  any 
opposition  to  flnglish  government,  but  without  any 
interference  with  the  king's  ministers.  His  power 
was  greater  than  that  of  any  chieftain  in  Munster^ 
and  his  renown  encreased  by  two  victories  gained, 
one  in  Thomond,  o-ver  CKCarrol,  prince  of  Ely, 
the  other  in  Desmond,  over  Mac-Arthy,  a  poten-  . 
t^te  of  still  greater  figore  and  authority.  Each  of 
these  Irish  chieftains  fell  in  battle ;  and  such  suc- 
cesses, though  not  gained  in  the  cause  of  Englijsh 
government,  yet  contributed  to  its  security,  by  em- 
ploying,  weakening^,  and  intimidating  some  of  its 
most  dangerous  rivals.  In  the  North,  O'Nial, 
kinsman  to  the  lord  deputy,  and  confident  in  the 
support  of  his  authority,  attempted  to  oppress  the 
neighbouring  chieftain  of  Tirconnel,  and  soon 
kindled  up  a  desperate  prorincial  war  in  .CJlster, 
The  deputy  attempted  to  compose  the  contest  by 
his  meaiation,  but  without  efiect.  It  continued 
with  zH  the  circumstances  of  barbarity  incident  to 
^such  quarreb,  until  the  murder  of  O'Nial,  and 
the  innmnties  of  his  rival  for  a  while  suspended  the 
animosities  of  each  party ;  whieh  had  nothing  more 
considerable  for  their  immediate  cause,  than  the  pride 
of  O'Nial,  who  demafnded  that  his  enemy  should  re« 
cognize  his  superiority  by  paying  tribute.  The  la« 
conic  state  with  which  thedemana  was  made  and  re- 
jected, would  deserve  to  be  admired  in  a  nobler  con- 
test. Send  me  tribute,  or  else — was  the  message  of 
O'Nial.  The  answer  was  expressed  with  the  same 
princely  brevity.     I  otoe  you  none, — andifir^ 

BcT  while  such  futile  contests  left  the  English 
subjects  free  trooi  any  extensive  insurrection  or  daii- 
gerous  invasion,  the  affairs  of  England  afforded 
new  occasion  to  the  revival  of  their  tactions.  Ano- 
ther pretender  to  the  crown  assumed  the  name  of 
R)char^  duke  of  Ydrl^,  and  was  encourage  and 

patronized 
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'  patronised  by  the  restless  dochess  of  Burgundy. 

'.  It  was  again  resolved  that  the  adventurer  should 
make  his  appearance  in  Ireland;  in  the  mean  time 
Parkin  Warbeck  (so  i^as  he  called)  retired  to  Por- 

.  tugal,  till  a  &ir  occasion  should  present  itself  ibr 
asserting  bis  pretensions.  The  desi^,  however  se- 
cretly conducted^  could  not  escape  Uie  vigilance  of 

'  Henry,  and  determined  him  to  make  such  dispositi- 

_        '  ons  in  the  Irish  government^   as  he  deemea  best 

*^*     suited  to  his  interests,    The  earl  of  Kildare  was  re- 

\  moved  from  the  administration,  and  Walter,  the 
archbishop  of  Dublin^  substituted  in  his  room,  as 
deputy  to  the  duke  of  Bedford.     The  chief  justice, 
J.    ^     Plunket,  was  raised  to  the  station  of  lord  chancel- 
^  '    lor ;  such  was  the  confidence  now  reposed  in  him ; 
and  the  baron  of  Portlester,  who  had  enjoyed  the 
.  J.       office  of  treasurer  for  forty  years,  was  obliged  to  re- 
1492.'      sign  in  favor  of   Sir   James    Ormoiid,  a  natural 
son  of  that  earl  who  had  died  on  his  pilgrimage  to 
die  Holy  Land.    These  changes  shew  the  secret 
assiduity  of  the  prelate,  and  Plunket  in  particular, 
in  practising  at  the  court  of  England,  and  supplant- 
ing tiieir  former  associates;   nor  could  they  fiul  to 

.  excite  jealousies  and  dissatisfactions.    The  earl  of 

.  Kildare,  disgusted  at  his  abrupt  removal,  was  still 
more  provoked  at  seeing  Ormond  return  to  Ireland, 
vested  with  high  authority,  to  revive  the  power  of 
his  rivals,  the  Butlers,  and  to  supply  the  absence  of 
-  the  present  earl  of  Ormond,  who  was  in  high  favor 

with  the  king,  and  employed  on  an  embassy  in 
France.  The  knight,  on  his  part,  was  little  careful 
to  keep  terms  with  the  hereditary  enemy  of  his 
house,  whose  power  and  influence  he  conceived  to  be 
considerably  in  their  wane.  The  mutual  pride  and 
animosity  of  these  competitors  burst  forth  at  once 
on  the  arrival  of  Ormond.  They  .  flew  to  arms 
without  the  least  regard  to  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, and  continued  their  petty  brawl  to  the  great 
annoyance  and  confusion  ot  the  English  subjects,  as 
well  as  the  encouragement  of  the  Irish  insurgents. 
*  Archbishop 
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Archbishop  Walter  in  the  mean  time  convened 
his  |>arliament^  where  every  transaction  seems  to 
have  been  purposedly  calculated  for  the  mortifica- 
tion of  Kildare  and  his  associates.     Some  proceed- 
ings and  inquisitions  M^hich  Portlester  had  formerly  ^nshSt^. 
carried  on  against  the  archbishop^  and  by  which  he^  ^  ^^. 
was  deprived  of  a  considerable  part  of  his  tempo- 
raliies^  were  pronounced  grievous  and  malicious^  and 
iitterly-annulled.     This  nobleman  was  declared  to 
have  converted  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  to  his 
own   purposes  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  or- 
dered to  account  in  the  exchequer^  and  pay  the 
whole  arrears  of  this  long  period,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture   and    imprisonment.     The    transactions    of 
Kildare  during  the  insurrection  of  Simnel,  were 
invidiously  recalled  to  view,  and  condemn(id   with 
l^eat  severity.     The  citizens  of  Waterford,  who  (as 
it  is  expressed  by  this  assembly)  had  by  false  sur- 
mises been  attainted  by  authority  of  parliament,  in 
the  time  of  Gerald  earl  of  Kildare,  lord  deputy,  m 
the  reign  of  the  present  king,  were  fully  restored  to 
all  tbeir  grants,    authorities  and  privileges:    the 
same  favor  was  shewn  to  those  of  the  lamily  of 
Butler,  who  had  been  attainted  and  driven  from 
their  possessions,  during  the  administration  of  Kil- 
dare.     These  proceedings,  evidently  dictated  by 
party  rather  than  justice,  were  attended  by  an  act 
of  resumption  of  all  grants  from  the  first  year  of 
Henry  the  sixth;   au  usual  instrument  of  faction 
and  revenge. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  Irish  govcmment, 
when  Perkin  Warbeck  was  sent  by  his  secret  abettors 
into  this  kingdom.      He  landed  on  the  southern  j^D^ 
coast  without  troops  or  retinue,  or  an^  provisions usj] 
for  (^xeciting  an  insurrection,  appeared  m  the  city  of  Ware. 
CJork  in  the  character  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  who 
had  escaped  from  the  Tower,  and  was  received  and 
entertained  by  the  chief  magistrate  with  the  honor 
due  to  this  young  prince.     Hence  he  sent  letters 
to  the  earls  of  Kildare  and  Desmond,  acknowledg- 
ing their  loyal  attachment  to  th^  family  of  Yorke, 

notifying 
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notifying  his  arrival  in  their  country^  and  entreiiting^ 
their  assistance  for  the  recovery  of  his  rights.  Kit- 
dare,  besides  his  attachmeat  to  the  family  of  Ed <» 
ward  the  fourth,    had  lately  been  mortined  and 

Jirovoked  by  Henry.  Desmond  lived  at  a  distance 
rom  his  po^ver,  and  unconnected  Yfith  his  govern^ 
ment.  The  manner  in  which  the  former  received 
this  invitation^  though  not  explicit^  was  at  least  sus* 
picious.  Desmond,  without  restraint,  at  once  de* 
dared  in  favor  of  the  new .  adventurer.  But,  be- 
.  fore  his  appearance  in  Ireland  could  produce  aoy 
considerable  effect,  he  was  suddenly  called  intq 
France  by  the  pressing  applications  of  king  Charles^ 
who  .deemed  him  a  convenient  instrument  to  hia 
purpose  of  forcing  Henry  to  a  peace. 

The  real  cliaracter,  the  progress  and  the  fortunes 
of  this  adventurer,  do  not  properly  belong  to  the 
present  history.  It  is  only  pertinent  to  observe,, 
tiiat  his  short  residence  in  Ireland  served  to  eoflame 
the  violence  of  faction,  to  excite  rumours  and  jea« 
iousics;  and  to  afford  occasions  for  interested  reports 
Ware,  atid  accusations  at  the  court  of  England.  The 
English  pale  had  been  severely  visited  by  that  ex- 
traordinarv  malady  called  the  Sweating  Sickness. 
This  had  been  succeeded  by  famine  and  pestilence ; 
yet  such  palamities  could  not  suspend -the  factioq 
Hud  rivalry  of  the  great  lords.  Perpetual  com-? 
plaints  were  made  to  Henry  by  every  party^  of  the 
(langerous  practices  and  designs  of  their  compe|i- 
tors.  This  prince,  harassed  by  repeated  accounts 
af  the  disorders  subsisting  among  bis  subjects  of 
i[reland,  and  impatient  of  the  contradictory  ad- 
vices received  from  this  coqntiy,  suddenly  dispatch-* 
ed  a  mandate  to  the  archbishop  of  Dubhq  to  repair 
to  Eu<;land,  and  lay  before  him  a  full  ^nd  clear  de- 
tail ot  all  the  circumstances  of  his  Irish  government. 
Preston,  lord  Oormanston,  was  appohited  4ord  de^ 
puty  in  his  roqm. ;  and  although  his  powers  were 
more  confined,  than  those  usually  annexed  to  h^a 
office,  yet  as  he  was  well  known  to  be  a  partizan 
of  the  QcraliJiiues,^  his  advanpeiQent  Qould  not  but 

prove 
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are  offenuve  to  their  opposers.  Kildare  and  those' 
»,  who  had  formerly  been  united  with  him, 
chearfuUy  concurred  in  support  of  this  new  deputy; 
and  associated  for  the  protection  6f  the  English 
borders.  Their  antagonists  were  violent  in  opposi- 
tion to  Gormanston.  He  convened  a  parliament  at 
Drogheda:  they  refused  obedience  to  its  statutes^ 
for  uiey  pleadea  that  it  had  been  assembled  irregu- 
larly^ and  without  due  authority ;  that  the  deputy 
had  no  power  by  his  commission  to  hold  a. parlia- 
ment; that  the  duke  of  Bedford^  from  whom  his 
authority  was  derived^  had  resigned  his  office  pre- 
vious to  the  convention ;  that  the  writ  of  summons 
which  should  have  beeii  general^  had  been  issued 
only  to  four  counties.  Such  pretences  served  to 
excite  new  clamors^  and  afforded  the  factious  a 
iair  pretence  of  equity  and  public  spirit^  to  conceal 
their  interested  and  malignant  purposes^ 

In  the  mean  time  archbishop  Walter  attended  on 
the  king,  and  was  received  with  sufficient  favor.  ^"^ 
His  aspect  commanded  respect^  but  his  piety  and  ' 
gravity  were  more  conspicuous  than  his  penetration 
and  abilities.     In  his  conversation  on  the  state  of 
Ireland,  Henry  expressed  his  surprize  that  his  sub- 
jects of  this  land  should  be  so  prone  to  faction  and 
rebellion^   and  that  so  Utile  advantage  had  hitherto 
been  derived  from  the  acquisitions  of  his  predeces- 
sors^ nothwithstanding  the  fruitfulness  ana  natural 
advantages  of  Ireland.    Walter^  with  the  simplicity 
of  an  ecclesiastic^  rather  than  the  deep  research  of 
an  able^tatesman^  ascribed  this  entirely  to  the  idle 
and  wandering  life  which  had  been  learned  from  the 
native  Irish^  and  which  made  the  people  ready  for 
innovation,  easily  led  astray,  irritable  and  turbulent. 
Henry  was  too  much  versed  in  the  extensive  range 
of  policy  to  be  thus  satisfied.     But  an  apparent 
goodness  of  heart,  sincerity,   and  unaffin^ted  inte- 
grity have  more  powerful    attractions  than  even        * 
knowledgeand  penetration.  Walter  was  entertained     . 
at  the  court  with  particular  attention.    Beings  pre- 
sent 
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vent  when  afdrei^  ambassadolr  wasiritroduced^  and 
ill  a  florid  harangue  expatiated  on  the  glory  and 
renown  of  the  English  monarchy  Henry,  turaing  to 
the  archbishop,  desired  his  opinion  of  this  oration 
which  his  courtiers  so  applauaed.  '^  It  pleaseth  me- 
''^  well/'  said  Walter  with  an  undesigning  ease  and 
sincerity :  ''  but  methinks  it  flattered  your  highness 
"  too  much.'*  *'  In  sooth/'  replied  the  king  with 
great  composure,  the  very  same  fault,  good  fa* 
'^  ther  of  Dublin,  occurred  to  us,  and  we  were 
*'  minded  to  observe  it" 

The  favorable  reception  of  this  prelate  could 
not  but  alarm  the  party  who  had  offended  and  op- 
posed him,  or  whose  conduct  had  been  obnoxious  or 
nnurious  to  the  interests  of  the  crown.  The  earl 
€f  Kildare  particularly  dreaded  the  effect  of  his 
representations.  To  guard  against  them,  he  re- 
solved to  repair  to  the  court  of  England;  and 
there  pathetically  represented  to  the  king  the  inde- 
fatigable malice  of  his  enemies,  in  abusing  the  royal 
confidence  with  false  accusations  of  his  conduct,  and 
insinuations  of  his  disloyalty;  and,  with  the  most 
zealous  professions  of  fidelity,  boldly  offered  to 
justify  his  conduct  against  every  suggestion  of  his 
adversaries.  But  Henry  was  by  this  time  fully 
prepossessed  against  this  earl.  The  archbishop  had 
disclosed  every  suspicious  circumstance  of  his  con- 
duct; and  the  partizans  of  the  earl  of  Ormond, 
Henry's  distinguished  favorite,  had  industriously 
labored  to  convince  the  king  of  his  disaffectioii 
and  turbulent  disposition.  He  was  told  that  vari- 
ous articles  of  accusation  had  indeed  been  urged 
against  him ;  but  that  it  was  in  Ireland  only  where 
such  matters  could  be '  accurately  examined  and 
discussed :  that  his  defence  must  be  made  there,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  was  to  attend  a  new  lord  de- . 

guty  now  preparing  to  embark;  that  Sir«  Edward 
bynings,  an  En^ish  knight,  in  whom  the  king 
placed  peculiar  confidence,  was  invested  with  this 
o|Bce,  accompanied  witli    such  powers   as  would . 
effectually  quel(  the  disaffected;    that   he  would 

hear 
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would  hear  all  complaints,  a»d  decide  all  contro'* 
Teraies,  punish  the  delinquent,  aikl  reward  tlie  me- 
fitorious,  so  as  to  leave  ik>  just  grounds  of  discoa* 
lent  among  the  Irmh  subjects. 

Hbnuy  about  this  time  had  taken  severe  vengc^ 
ance  on  his  cTneinies  so  as  to  terrify  the  disafTected. 
He  had  leisure  to  attend  ito  the  necessary  measures 
;^for  regulating;  brs  dominions,  and  establishing  the. 
MiGcession  of  ^is  family.  But  the  pretensions  of  a. 
coBi{)^titor  stiU  subsisted :  Irekmd  had  already  prov- 
ed a  fit  aeene  for  commotion  and  conspinicy ;  so  that 
bis  personal  security,  as  well  as  tl^  interests  of  hia 
crown,  necessarily  obliged  him  to  make  theaflfaii-s 
of  this  eountry  an  especial  object  of  his  care*.   For 

VQt.lL  N  the 

*  The  late  tranaactions  io  Ireland,  the  bold  attempt  ia  favor  of  Sim- 
nel,  and  the  d^perate  valor  displayed  by  the  troops  ted  into  England  by 
the  QertldSnes,  had  made  this  country  the  subject  of  general  discourse  • 
and  speculatioti ;  and  the  rising  spirit  of  project  and  enquiry  had  engHg- 
edioarrkhials  to  aaiiroh  deeply  into  the  revolutions  eftperieneed  in  ire- 
laid,  ever  mce  the  reign  or  Henry  the  Seoond;  the  declension  of  the 
Kngliah  intereBt,  ^  dispMitiefis,  temper,  and  power  of  the  old  native9» 
the  dnigne  md  competitions  of  great  lords,  tne  conduct  of  the  king*s 
ofiwors,  mad  the  rafms  of  rendering  an  appendage  to  the  crown  of  £ng«  . 
land^  in  itwlf  so  valaable,  of  real  weight  and  consequence  to  the  general 
weaL  There  is  a  ctisoouTse  still  extant  in  some  repositories  of  curious 
papers^  said  to  have  been  presented  to  the  king  and  council,  not  kter 
than  the  Maeat  period,  in  whieh  the  affuir^  of  Ireland  are  copiously  ex^ 
amined.-  The  amior  kbours  to  engage  the  king  in  the  complete  reduction 
and  Mtdemcut  of  this  conntry.  His  hope  of  success  be  founds  on  a 
•uppoaed  pcpiney,  diat  about  the  prcsetft  time,  this  great  and  important 
uaderbdciar  wast*  be  completed,  afid  that,  in  confequence,  au  united 
army  of  Esj^and  aad-  Ireland  was  ta  seat  the  king  upon  the  throne  of 
France^  to  pealore  the  Qreeks,  to  recover  Constantinople,  and  to  make 
'^m  enperor  of  Rome.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  ridiculous  fanaiioisiu 
oF  the  prof eeCor,  his  reaearches  were  accurate,  and  liis  policy  judicious. 
lleieeouDta  a^  less  ihao  sixty  Mgiona  of  different  diiT.ensiom,  all  gov- 
erned by  Iriah  ebteftains,  tMet  tSeir  antient  laws  aad  manners,  together 
with  a  longcaulc^ue  of .  degenerate  English,  who  had  renouuoed  all 
obedieaoe  to  goverament,  ia  the  several  provinces.  The  pale  of  English 
law  and  civil  obedience,  he  coufines  within  the  narrow  IxMinds  of  half 
thecoumite  i4  Uriel,  Meath^  Kildare,  Dublin,  and  Wexfocd,  and  the 

COUi- 
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the  present  he  detertnined  to  begin  with  an  entirely 
new  adminisfratfott  of  Irish  government,  composed 
of  men  of  approved  attachment  to  the  throne,  and 
unconnected  with  any  of  the  different  factions,  which 
had  for  some  time  raised  such  commotions  in  Ireland. 
It  was  resolved  that  Sir  Edward  Poyningsshbnld  be 
attended  to  his  government,  with  a  force  consisting' 
of  aliout  one  thousand  men.  An  English  lord  chan- 
,  ciellor  was  appointed  to  accompany  him.  Dean,  bi- 
shop  of  Bangor,  and  prior  of  Lantbony ;  Sir  Hbghf 
Conway,  an  English  knight,  was  appointed  lord 
treasurer;  the  former  judges  were  removed,  and- 
English  lawyers  of  good  repute  substituted  in  their 

Clace.     All  these  embarked  with  Poyniugs,  and  on 
is  arrival  in  Dublin  were  sworn  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil. 

CHAP. 

common  people  of  these  districtfl  lie  represents  as  entirely  coa forming 
to  the  Irish  nabit  and  language,  although  they  professed  obediesce  to 
the  laws ;  so  general  had  bowi  the  intercourse  of  fostering,  marriage, 
and  alliance  with  tlie  enemy,  of  which  the  deptrty  himself  bad  set  tlie 
example,  and  which  of  consequence  he  could  not  restrain.  The  gricv-. 
anees  of  these  counties,  from  oppressive  exactions,  unnatural  feuds, 
exped  itions  undertaken  by  deputies  from  personal  animosity,  or  private 
interest,  to  the- utter  ruin  of  the  sul^ect,  and  without  the  least  advantage 
to  the  state;  laws  forgotten,  neglectiMl,  and  defied;  an  encreasing  dege- 
neracy,  a  general  ignorance,  and  scandalous  inattention  to  instruct  and 
reform  the  people,  are  all  detailed  fully.  The  remedies  proposed  are^  a 
competent  toror  sent  out  of  England  to  support  the  authority  of  a  chief 
governor  of  integrity  and  equity ;  a.stnct  attention  to  training  the  people 
to  the  English  art  of  war ;  garrisons  stationed  so  as  to  awe  the  Irish  ene- 
mies and  rebds,  to  put  an  end  to  local  quarrels,  and  gradually  to  reduce 
tlie  whole  body  oi*  inlmbitanU  to  obedience;  equitable  and  moderxki* 
taxation,  substituted  in  the  place  of  arbitrary  impositions,  with  other  par* 
ticular  regulations,  many  of  wluch  were  afterwards  adopted. .  Such 
remains  of  antiquity  are  not  unworthy  of  notice,  as  the  sentiments  and 
opinions  of  cotemporaries  serve  to  illustrate  and  confirm  tite  represent 
tiitions  collected  from  history  or  records.  Pandarus  sive  Salus  Fopuii. 
MS.  Trin.  Col.  Dub.  .        . 
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Arrival  of  Sir  Edward  Poi/nings .  • .  .Objects  of  his  mbninis^ 
inUian  •  . .  .Insurrection  of  an  Irish  chiefiain*  •  . .  Pot/ningt 
lakes  the  field  s  •  .  .Prepossessed  against  the  earl  of  KiUare, 

•  •>  •  The  earl  accused  6fa  correspondence  with  the  enemjf 
- . . .  Mis  brother  seizes  Carlozt .'.. .  Poynings  alarmed. . . ." 
Treats  with  the  Irish* .  .  .Summons  a  parliament . . .  .Acta 
of  the  tenth  of  Henry  the  seventh.  •  •  .Poynings^  Law.. .  »- 
Second  attempt  of  Perkin  on  Ireland. . .  .He  is  supported 
openly  by  the  earl  of  Desmond. . ,  .He  retires  to  Scotland . .  i 
Kildare  accused  of  disloyalty,  and  sent  prisoner  to  the  Icings 

•  •  •  m  His  behavior  ta  the  king. .  •  .His  contemptuous  treat" 
ment  of  his  accusers.  •  • « The  kin^s  final  answer  to  their 
charge. .  •  .Kildare  restored  to  the  g&temment  of  Ireland^ 

•  •  •  .Desmond  pardon^.  •  •  .Irish  subjects  reconciled  to 
the  king.  •  • ,  Device  for  restraining  the  Irish  enemies.  • .  •< . 
Vigorous  conducts  of  Kildare.  •  •  .His  quarrels  with  the 
Butlers  accommodated* . .  .Practices  of  his  enemies  defeated' 
His  sister  given  in  marriage  to  Pierre  Butter.. . .  Who 
kills  Sir  James  Ormondj  and  succeeds  to  his  power  and 
possessions. . . .  Daughter  of  Kildare  married  to  Ulia^ 
Clanricarde.  •  •  .Dangerous  consequff{ce  of  this  alliance. 
Battle  ofKnqcktow. . .  .Its  consequences..  ..Rccival  a»d 
encrease  of  the  English  power  in  Ireland. 

1  HE  arrival  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings  to  assume 
the  office  of  vicegerent,  was  an  event  attended  with 
considerable  expectation.      It  evidently  appeared^  ^ 
to  be  the  fixed  purpose  of  the  king,  to  break  thei404^' 
powef  of  those    lords,  who  by  their  station  and 
residence  had  ^ined  an  extensive  influence  in  Ire* 
land,  who  could  raise  numerous  foUowei-s,  and  by. 
authority  of  their  name,  lead  them  to  any  facti-    "- 
ous  enterprizes ;  who,  when  entrused  with  the  go- 
vernment, could  model  the  legislative  assemblies  at  ^ 
tbeir  witt^  and  dictate  such  laws  to  their  creatures. 
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as  mi^ht  best  serve  the  purposes  of  their  power, 
their  interest^  or  Their  reven«^e ;  who  had  connived 
At  the  j^owing  degeneracy  ot  the  old  Engli^^  and 
by  their  own  pernicious  example^  had  encouraged  a 
Contempt  and  disregard  of  law  and  civility;  who  by 
their  wars  hunted  the  suhjects,  and  by  their 
parliainents  loaded  them  with  repeated  taxcs^  ever 
grievous,  frequently  unnecessary^  and  almost  always 
iiiisappUcdt  The  scheipe  of  this  chief  governor  was 
ijothiug  less  than  that  of  a  general  and  extensive 
refonnation  of  the  state,  to  put  an  end  to  the  ini^ 
quity  of  minister,  and  tbe  oppressions  of  the  .peo* 
pie,  as  well  as  to  extinguish  every  remaining  spark 
pfdisa flection  and  rebellion.  A  general  reduction  of 
the  old  natives,  or  a  considerable  es^tenaion  of  the 
lilnglish  dominions  in  Ireland,  could  not  as  yet  make 
any  part  of  his  design.  The  pale  was  to  be  first 
reformed,  and  the  present  body  of  subjects  to  be 
taught  the  salutary  restraints  of  order  and  polity, 
to  be  strengthenei}  ^nd  iityi^orated  by  wholesome 
di«ci^pline. 

8091E  commotions  however  in  the  Northern  pro* 
vince,  gave  him  aq  opportunity  to  employ  his  mi« 
W^'  litary  force  before  he  could  proceed  to  any  impor- 
tatit  measure  of  civil  gpveitument.  An  Irish  chief- 
tain, called  OHanlon,  had  proved  femarkably  tur- 
bulent during  all  the  late  time  of  eomnfiotion. 
Though  vigorously  opposed  by  Kiid^re,  yet,  his 
incursions  were  contiuued,  find  had  grown  more 
formidable  by  the  concurrence  of  some  ot^er  petty 
leaders  of  the  northern  Irish.  Poynings  marched 
put  to  oppose  him,  and  was  attended  by  |Bir  Jamea 
de  Ormond,  and  by  the  earl  of  Kildare.  This  lore) 
fiffected  the  most  zealous  attachment  to  the  English 
interests,  in  order  to  efiape  all  former  suspif;ions« 
and  to  regain  the  royal  favor.  But  his  rivals^ 
watched  bis  conduct  with  an  invidious  aasidufty; 
and  (he  earl  incautiously  afforded  them  some  pre? 
tence  for  eQflaraing  the  jealousy^  and  alarming  the 
^uspicion^  of  t'oynings.  He  was  assiured  that  Kil? 
fll^-e  labqi:(r64  ji^cessantly  tq  oppose  hirp^  that  he 
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had  eren  entered  kito  a  secret  correspoodencc  with 
the  Irish  enemy,  assisted  tbetn  clandestinely^  and 
was  acttiatly  enga^d  in  a  conspiracj  with  O'lian** 
lon^  to  niassacre  the  kin^s  deputy.  To  counter 
nance  these  sii^ji^estions  they  appealed  to  his  former 
conduct,  his  clMloyaliy,  his  pride,  and  his  oppres- 
sion, the  importance  he  affected,  and  the  intempe^ 
rate  arersion  to  an  English  governor,  ei^ipressed  by: 
all  his  followers.  Poynings  was  alarmed,  and  to 
confirm  his  fears,  intelligence  was  received  that  lord 
James,  brother  to  Kildare,  had  possessed  himself  of 
the  castle  of  Caflow,  in  defiance  of  the  royal  author* 
rity .  The  private  insinuations  of  the  enemies  to  the 
house  of  Kildare,  were  now  converted  into  an  open 
and  direct  charge  of  treason  against  the  earl.  He 
was  arrested  and  confined ;  the  deputy  thinking  it 
dangerous  to  continue  in  his  present  situation,  hastily 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Irish  insurgents ;  ana 
marching  to  Carlo w,  laid  siege  to  the  castle,  which« 
after  the  resistance  of  a  week  was  surrendered  upon 
articles. 

The  deputy  and  his  English  forces  had  found  in 
the  Irish  an  embarrassing,  though  not «  very  ho- 
norable enemy.  Instead  of  marching  to  the  field 
in  all  the  pomp  and  pride  of  chivalry,  and  engage 
ing  in  an  open  and  regular  battle^  they  darted  upon 
their  prey  from  inaccessible  woods  and  morasses;  to 
these  they  retired  at  the  approach  of  the  royal  army  j 
from  these  they  again  issuefl  upon  any  prospect  of 
advantage,  but  before  the  deputy  could  draw  out 
his  forces,  were  already  vanished,  so  as  to  keep  hint 
in  perpetual  terror  and  perplexity,  without  per*' 
mitting  him  to  strike  any  decisive  blow.  In  this 
new  kind  of  war,  and  in  a  strange  country,  little 
glory  was  to  be  acquired,  and  much  damage  to  bd 
apprehended.  He  therefore  received  the  intelli** 
genee  of  Kildare's  traitorous  priKrtices  with  secret 
pleasure,  as  they  afforded  some  colour  for  his  r^ 
treat,  And  was  interested  in  representing  them  at  l^e 
coort  of  England  in  the  severest  manner,  as  tbift 
fofiTejred  a  Justification  of  hismilitftr^  conduct 

Al 
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BscoD.      /  As  he  Kad  derived  no  credit  from  bis  actions  in 
the  field,  he  was  of  bourse  more  solicitous  thftt  his 
civil  administration  should  be  distinguished  by  vi- 
Ir.  Sut.   gor  c^nd  abilities.     He  summoned  a  parliament  to 
10  Hen.  meet  at  Droghcda»  on  Monday  after  the  feast  of 
^^^      Saint   Andrew,   one    thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  fourteen  moutlis  after  his  first  arrival  io 
Ireland,  an  interval  which  afforded  him  sufficient 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  popular  complaints,  and 
the  devices  of  statesmen,  perfectly  informing  him- 
self  of  the  disorders  of  the  country,  and  considering^ 
the  remedies  necessary  to  be  applied.    The  princi* 
pal  intent  of  this  assembly  was  to  relieve  the  subjects 
from  oppression,  and  lessen  the  enormous  influence 
of  the  great  lords ;  to  restrain  the  degeneracy,  and 
reform  the  manners  of  the  pale;  to  streugUien  and 
secure  the  interests  of  the  crown;    to  revise  tbo 
former  laws,  and  regulate  the  proceedings  of  future 
parliaments.    Their  statutes  had  a  permanent  and 
remarkable  effect  on  the  fiotitical  constitution  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  demand  some  notice,  not  so  much  tQ 
correct  the  careless  misrepresentations  of  some  Eng- 
lish historians^  as  to  state  fiicts  without  refinement 
or  perplexity,  some  of  which,  at  the  distance  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years,  are  matters  of  par- 
ticular discussion  in  Ireland,  and  at  the  very  time  I 
now  write^  there,  afford  an  interesting  subject  of 
debate. 
A- ^-         It  was  the  first  care  of  this  assembly,  met  pur* 
^^^'      posedly  and  avowedly  for  the  effectual  reformatioii 
of  the  English  pale,  to  relieve  the  subject  from  those 
grievous  impositions  called  coyne  and  livery,  by 
which  the  great  lords  had  desolated  the  lands;  ba- 
nishing the  freeholders,    seizing  their  estates,  and 
filling  them  with  the  old  natives,  over  whom  they 
reigned,  and  by  whom  they  were  attended,  in  all 
the  state  of  barbarous  sovereignty.    In  the  place  of 
which  was  substituted  a  tax  of  twenty-six  shillings 
and  eight  pence  on  every  six  score  acres  of  ara- 
\f\t  l^nd^  bielonging  either  to  lay  or  ecclesiastical 
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proprtetom,  to  he  paid"  for  five  years  to  the  king.  It 
was  even  forbidden  to  receive  the  usual  contribq* 
tioils  from  the  landholder  under  the  name  of  gift 
or  reward^  and  the  very  giver  was  made  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  one  hundred  shillings.  Where  the  ne«* 
cessities  of  the  state  required  tlte  quartering  of  sol-* 
.  diers>  the  rates  of  their  maintenance  were  definiefi 
and  prescribed^  the  poundage  paid  to  the  brother- 
hood of  Saint  George^  as  it  had  been  by  this  time 
abused  and  perverted^  was  made  payable  only  to 
the  king;  several  pensions  which  iiad  be^n  extorted 
by  the  marchers  and  other  lords^  both  lay  tenants 
and  ecclesiastics,  for  the  pretended  purpose  of  se- 
curing their  possessions,  were  utterly  revoked  and 
annuUed.  The  inferior  orders  of  subjects  were 
thus  bound  only  to  a  certain  stated  contribution  to 
the  exigencies  of  state,  without  any  additional 
charge,  out  that  of  securing  the  marches  from  in^ 
roads,  by  throwing  up  a  competent  entrenchment, 
for  which  each  tenant  was  to  be  allowed  one  year's 
rent. 

The  pveambles  of  these  several  statutes  contain 
severe  reflections  on  those  lords  by  whom  the  peo- 
ple had  been  so  grievously  oppressed,  on  the  extor* 
lions  daily  exercised  by  persons  of  great  authority 
iri  the  land,  and  the  subtle  and  crafty  means  of  uii* 
apeakable  imposition  practised  under  colour  of  jus-  ^ 

tice,  by  persons  pretending  to  be  of  the  king's 
<;ouuciL  To  circumscribe  the  power  of  these  CTeat 
leading  personages^  it  was  enacted  (and  the  laws 
themselves  point  out  their  practices)  that  no  citizen, 
burgess,  or  freeman  of  any  city,  shall  receive  pay 
or  wages,  as  the  follower  of  any  great  lord ;  "  for- 
"  asmuch  as  the  cities  and  great  towns,  and  especi* 
'*  ally  the  city  of  Dublin,  have  of  late  been  abused, 
''  and  inordinately  have  demeaned  themselves,  con- 
*^  trary  to  their  natural  faith  and  allegiance,  for 
'^  the  amity  and  iavor  they  did  bear  to  divers^ 
"  lords  and  gentlemen^  of  tne  land/'  It  was  also 
provided  that  no  lords  or  other  persons,  not  im*- 
mediately  connected  with  corporate  towns,  should 
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be  adioitted  into  their  councils,  ms  fireemen  or  urn** 
gistmtes^  and  that  none  should  be  chosen  nia^istraley 
or  freemen  but  such  as  had  served  appreotkeshHiH,. 
and  were  constant  inhabitants  of  llietc  respectire 
cities*    The  great  lords  themselves  were  foiiiiddeir 
to  retain  any  followers,  but  their  househoU  officer^, 
and  menial  servants,  except  the  marchers^  who  were  . 
necessarily  allowed  a  larger  following^  but  were  ta 
certify  the  names  and  number  of  their  retinue.    For 
the  same  purpose  of  dissolving  particular  associati**: 
one  it  was  forbidden  to  make  war  orpeaoc,  without 
licence  of  the  deputy ;  and  to  excite  the  Irish  against 
the  inhabitanta  of  the  pale,  or  to  rsise  aoy  war 
against  the  governor,  was  declared  high  treason.. 
All  those  ocNopalsory  alienations  of  church  lands, 
by  which  the  great  oppressors  had  been  enriched, 
were  revoked;  they  were  forbidden  to  keep  any 
great  gun,  or  haad-gun,  without  special  licence: 
and  all  their  military  cries,  and  words  of  distinction 
used  by  the  several  factions,  were  prohibited  as^ui- 
terly  seditious  and  illegal.     To  reform  the  lower: 
orders  of  subjects,  tliey  were  strictly  enjoined  the 
regular  and  constant  use  of  archery.  Tliey  were  for-r 
bidden,  in  case  of  murder,  to  prosecute  tlie  offender 
in  the  old  Irish  method  of  compelling  bis  sept  to 
pay  a  fine,  but  to  proceed  regularly  accords ag  to 
the  English  law ;  and  this  crime  of  imirder,  by  a  se* 
verity  most  expedient  and  necessary  in  times  of 
turbulence,  wa»  declared  to  be  high^ireason.    For 
the  like  purpose  of  reducing  the  sub^t  wkbin  the. 
pounbs  of  civil  polity,  the  statutes  o(  Kilkenny  were 
revived  and  confirmed,  except  thai  which  prohibited 
the  use  of  the  Irisb  language,  which  had  by  thia* 
time  spread  th&CMigh aU  the  English  settlements, and' 
that  whicb  prescribed  the  use  of  iaddles,  m  which 
particular  the  Irish,  custom  bad  so  prevailed,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  be  abolished,  or  at  least  too' 
insignificaAt  to  be  regarded,  wlien  it  was  mo  longer* 
a  mark  of  mtional  distinetiott.    All  other  statutes 
made  in  fonner  parliaments  tor  ihe  coamon  wealy 
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vrere  by  the  same  law  confirmed ;  and  such  irregu* 
larity  had  been  produced  by  the  public  disorders^ 
aijid  9uch  confusion  in  the  records  of  state^  that  the 
act  directs  that  these  statutes  be  enquired  of,  and  ex- 
ecuted, and  for  the  future  carefully  enrolled  by  the 
lord  treasurer  in  the  king's  bench  and  common 
pleas.  t 

But  this  confirmation  of  former  statutes  was  not 
without  particular  exceptions.  By  an  act  which  en- 
trusted tne  ffovemtnent  to  the  lord  treasurer^  in  case 
of  the  death  or  sudden  surrender  of  a  deputy,  the 
statute  which  had  vested  the  election  in  the  council 
was  repealed,  and  this  to  prevent  the  inconveniences 
experienced  from  the  advancement  of  a  factious 
loni.  The  law  of  elections  of  sherifl&  and  other  of- 
ficers accountant,  was  also  repealed,  by  vesting  the 
nomination  of  these  in  the  treasurer,  who,  to  guard 
against  the  lon^  abuse  experienced,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  lord  Portlester,  was  by  the  same  statute 
to  account  annually  before  a  committee  of  council. 
With  the  same  disregard  of  that  law  which  had 
made  the  officers  of  state  for  life,  and  which  indeed 
had  been  the  act  of  faction,  it  was  enacted,  that  iu 
coi»ideration  of  the  inconveniences  experienced 
from  patents  granted  for  life,  which  had  embold- 
ened officers  to  misuse  their  authority,  contrary  to 
all  natural  allegiance,  no  persons  entrusted  with  ad- 
ministration ofjustice,  that  is  to  say,  the  chancellor, 
the  treasurer,  judges,  barons,  and  clerk  of  the  rolls, 
and  officers  accountant,  shall  have  any  authority  by 
patent,  but  only  at  the  king's  pleasure.  All  grants 
to  be  hereafter  made,  or  any  statute  formerly  en- 
acted to  the  contrary,  were  declared  null  and  void. 
The  act  made  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  sixth,  dur- 
ing^ the  administration  of  the  duke  of  York,  and 
which  confirmed  the  supposed  prescription  in  favor 
of  foreigners,  and  entitled  them  to  protection  and 
support,  notwithstanding  the  king's  writ,  or  letters 
missive  for  apprehending  them,  was  recited  with  par- 
/  ticular  severity;  all  the  disorders  raised  by  the  par- 
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fizana  of  Siimiel  and  Warbeck^  were  imputed  to  it; 
the  sopposecl  prescription  was  utterly  denied  and  the 
statute  repeated.  AH  acts  of  the  pariiameot  sum* 
moned  under  the  authority  of  Simnel  were  totally 
annulled^  and  all  records,  processes,  ordinances  of 
council,  or  other  acts  of  state  done  in  the  Liadd's 
name  (as  he  is  stiled)  forbidden  to  be  received,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  high-  treason.  The  statutes  pass^ 
ed  in  the  parliament  held  liy  lord  Gormanston,  afler 
the  resignation  of  his  piincipal,  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
without  due  authority,  and  without  general  writs  oif 
summons  to  all  the  kinjo^s  subjects,  were  also  totally 
amiulied ;  and  possibly  the  tenor  of  those  acts  mi^t 
have  influenced  this  reversal  still  more  tlian  the  rea- 
sons  publicly  assigned. 

Bfe.siDE8  some  statutes  relative  to  individoals,  we 
find  in  the  proceedings  of  this  famous  parliament,  an 
act  of  attainder  passed  against  Gerald  Fitz-Tfaomas, 
earl  of  Kitdare,  for  treason  and  rebellioa,  corres* 
ponding  with  the  king's  enemies,  conspiriiu^  with 
O'Hanlon  to  slay  the  deputy,  causing  nis  brother 
James  to  seize  the  castle  of  Carlow,  practising^  the 
extortion  of  coyne  and  livery,  in  diverse  parts  of 
the  shire-land  ;  to  which  was  added  a  charge  of  bis 
ensi-aging  in  a  coiTespondence  with  the  king  of 
Scots,  and  practising  with  this  avowed  enemy  of  his 
liege  lord,,  in  order  to  procure  forces  for  himself  and 
the  earl  of  Desmoml,  that  they  might  destroy  the 
deputy  and  the  king's  true  subjects.  'The  venge- 
ance of  parliament  was  extended  to  his  adherents 
^  and  kinsmen,  of  whom  we  find  a  long  catalogue  at- 

tainted of  high-treason,  so  as  to  reduce  this  noble 
tamily,  which  had  long  maintained  the  first  rank  in 
Ireland,  to  the  lowest  state  of  depression  and  dis* 
grace. 

To  secure  the  interests  of  the  crown,  and  to 
control  the  disaflFected,  it  was  provided  that  none 
but  men  of  English  birth  should  be  entrusted  with 
the  care  of  the  principal  places  of  strength  through- 
out the  whole  English  settlements;  and  the  turbu- 
lent and  seditious  condutt  of  prior  Keating^  suggested 

another 
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another  statute,  whereby  an  englishman  alone  vras 
to  be  invested  with  the  priory  of  Saint  John  of 
Jerusalem. 

The  only  statutes  made  in  (his  assembly,  which 
English  historians  have  deigned  to  record,  remain 
€tiH  to  be  specified.  One  of  these  purports,  that 
'^  whereas  many  statutes  lately  made  within  the 
''  realm  of  England  would  contribute  to  th© 
''  wealth  and  prosperit^y  of  Ireland,  if  used  and 
^  executed  in  the  same,  it  is  ordained  and  e^ahlished 
*'  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  by  tlie  assent 
^  of  lords  .and  commons,  that  all  statutes  lately 
^  made  within  the  realm  of  fingland,  belojngni^  to 
'•^  the  public  weal  of  the  same,  be  deemed  good 
''  and  effectiral  in  law,  accepted,  used,  and  execoted 
'*  within  this  land  of  Ireland,  authorized,  approved, 
^  and  confirmed  in  the  said  Jand/'  This,  which 
lord  Bacon  calls  a  memorable,  law,  was  in  his  days 
Btiled,  by  way  of  "eminence,  the  Law  of  Poyning^s ; 
and  is  represented  by  this  author  as  the  first  provisipn 
for  making  the  statutes  of  England  to  be  of  tbrce 
in  Ireland.  But  this  adoption  of  English  statutes 
in  the  Irish  parliament,  was  neither  new  nor  extra^ 
ordinary.  We  find  the  very  same  provision  made 
by  an  Irish  statute  of  the  seventh  year  of  Edward 
the  fourth.  Much  less  did  this  statute  contain  any 
resignation  of ,  legislative  rights,  or  any  formal  in- 
vestiture of  the  parliament  of  England  with  thfi 
{>ower  of  making  laws  for  Ireland.  Such  rid rcU- Hume  m 
ous  representations  (for  no  respect  to  the  abilities  Hen.  Vil. 
of  their  author  can  prevent  their  receiving  this  ap- 
pellation) are  best  confuted  l>y  the  very  terms  of 
the  stajtute.  '  ' 

The  other  act  is  that,  so  mupb  thesu^ject  df 
political  debate,  known'  in  this  part  of  the  British 
dominions  by  the  name 'of  poynings*  Law.  '  It  is 
called  an  act,  that  no  pariiament  be  hoUlen  in  this 
land,  until  the  acts  be  certified  into  England.  And 
"Jiere  J  ^aU  confine  myself  to  the  bare  recital  of  it, 

as 
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M  it  is  ti  subject  on  which  there  will  be  occasion  to 
^peak  at  largo  in  the  Dissertation  annexed  to  this 
volume. 

''  Item^  at  the  request  of  the  commons  of  the 
^'  land  of  Ireland,  be  it  ordained,  enacted,  and 
''  established,  that  at  the  next  parliament  that  there 
'^  shall  be  holden  by  the  king's  commandment  and 
''  licence,  wherein  amongst  other  the  king*s  grace 
^'  entendeth  to  have  a  general  resumption  of  fajs 
"  whole  revenues,  sith  the  last  day  of  the  reign  of 
*'  king  Edward  the  second,  no  parliament  be  holden 
*'  hereafter  in  the  said  land,  but  at  such  season  as' 
''  the  kinfl^'s  lieutenant  and  council  there  first  do 
'^  certify  the  king  under  the  great  seal  of  that  land, 
^'  the  causes  and  considerations  and  f^ll  such  acts  as 
^'  them  seemeth  should  pass  in  the  same  parliamest, 
''  and  such  causes,  considerations,  and  acts,  affirmed 
"  by  the  king  and  his  council,  to  be  good  and  ex* 
''  pedient  for  that  land,  and  bis  licence  thereupon, 
^'  ad  well  in  affirmation  of  the  said  causes  and  acts^ 
'*  as  to  summoTvthe  said  parlianient  under  his  great 
*'  seal  of  England  had  and  obtained :  that  done,  a 
'^  parliament  to  be  had  and  holden  after  the  form 
^'  and  effisct  afore  rehearsed  :  and  if  any  parliantent 
"  be  holden  in  that  land  hereafter,  contrary  to  tho 
"  form  and  provision  aforesaid,  it  be  deemed  void 
''  and  of  none  eftbct  in  law/' 

The  severity  expressed  in  this  parliament  of  Sir 
Edward  Poynings  against  the  earl  of  Kildare  and 
his  adherents,  seems  principally  to  be  imputed  to 
the  secret  malice  of  h)s  rivals,  though  his  conduct 
had  not  been  entirely  free  from  suspicion  or  offence. 
An  open  undesigning  simplicity,  tinctured  with  rude- 
ness and  violence,  and  fraquently  enflamed  by  pas^ 
$ion,  ;  had  irendered  him  an  fsasy  prey  to  designing 
enemies^  And  the  impatience  of  bis  Kindred  at  the 
disgrace  of  their  noble  chief,  hurried  them  into 
extravagancif^s  which  were  Deadily  imputed  to  hia 
iqfliience.     The  tiroes  were  f^an^erou^  and  disor* 
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dered^  notwithstanding  all  the  vigor  of  the  present 
deputy.'  Perkin  had  been  driven  to  a  second  at- 
tempt on  Ireland ;  and  bein^  openljr  supported  by 
the  earl  of  Desmond  ^nd  his  numerous  followers^ 
advanced  as  far  as  Waterford,  and  besieged  theM&Triiu 
city ;  but,  here,  being  opposed  by  the  Butlera  dnd  CoL  Dob. 
other  enemies  of  the  Gera,ldines,  the  siege  was 
raised  and  the  unhappy  adventurer  retired  to  the 
king  of  Scots.  Hence  the  suspicion  was  naturally 
raised,  that  Kildare  and  Desmond  had  entered  into 
secnret  correspondence  with  this  prince.  Their  ene- 
mies now  enjoyed  all  the  credit  and  consequence  of 
triumphant  loyalty.  Desmond  was  at  a  distance 
from  their  power ;  Kitdare  lay  at  their  mercy,  and 
they  firmly  resolved  on  his  destruction.  But  the 
deputy  was  possibly  informed  how  odious  and  un- 
popular the  severity  of  Tiptoft  had  appeared  in  a 
former  reign.  He  declined  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  accusations  urged  against  the  earl,  but  sent  him 
prisoner  to  Henry,  to  answer  for  his  supposed  of- 
fences before  the  throne. 

The  civil  institutions  of  this  Irish  administration, 
tould  not  but  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  king.  The 
sudden  retreat  of  Perkin  from  Ireland,  was  imputed 
wholely  to  the  wise  and  vigorous  dispositions  of  the 
deputy ;  and  new,  to  crown  the  honor  of  his  go- 
vernment, a  nobleman,  supposed  to  be  the  great 
and  leading  enemy  to  the  throne  in  Irdand,  was 
sent  captive,  and  submitted  to  the  sentence  of  his 
offended  prince.  Poynings  returned  in  i|  kind  of 
triumph  to  England,  and  for  his  distinguished  ser- 
vices, received  the  honor  of  the  garter.  The 
bishop  of  Bangor  was  entrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment, who  committed  the  aflfairs  of  war  and  the 
defence  of  the  pale  to  Nugent,  baron  of  Delvio, 
proceeding  in  the  ordinary  course  of  administration^  Wani 
while  the  Irish  and  degenerate  English  septs  were 
busied  in  their  contests  with  each  other,  whidi  no 
£n^lish  government  had  as  yet  attempt^  to  re- 
strain. 
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KftDAitE^  in  the  mean  titne^  vras  kept  a  close' 
prisoner  in  London^  vrlthout  bein^  beard,  or  con- 
fronted with  bis  accusers ;  while  his  wife,  deeply  af- 
fected with  the  disgrace  of  her  consort,  and  kept 
in  anxioQS  uncertainty  of  his  fate,  langnished  under 
such  violent  impressions,  and  died  in  Ireland.     But 
this  interval  was  probably  of  service  to  the  earl,  as 
it  ffaye  the  king  an  opportunity  of  being  informed 
of  his  real  character,  as  well  as  that  of  his  ad  versa- 
*  ries.    Their  agents  were  dispatched   to  London^ 
and  inveighed  with  gi^eat  viblence  against  the  trai- 
torous attempts  and  designs  of  the  noble  prisoner. 
He  was  at  length  admitted  to  confront  them  in  the 
king's  presence;  when  Henry  found,  instead  of  a 
dangerous,  subtile,  and  dark  conspirator,  a  man  of 
unrefined,  artless,  and   even  awkward  simplicity; 
of  a  demeanor  so  easy,  so    confident,  and    unre- 
strained, as  seemed  to  indicate  a  perfect  con^^cious- 
ness  of  his  own  innocence.     Henry  directed  him  to 
prepare  for  his  defence,  and  to  provide  hiniself  with 
able  coimsel,  as  he  feared  his  cause  would  require 
it.—-*'  Yea,**  replied  the  earl,  '*  the  ablest  in  the 
"  realm/'  seizin«f  Henry  by  the  hand  with  an   un- 
pourtly  familiarity.      "  Your  highness  I  take  for 
'*  my  counsel  against    these   false  knaves/'    The 
king  smiled  at  the  novelty  of  this  address,  and  the 
uncouth  compliment  to  his  equity  and  discernment. 
He  heard  Ms  accusers,  and  found  their  charge  un- 
supported in  every  point  of  moment  to  the  interesU 
of  the  crown,  and  in  other  matters  frivolous  and 
futile.    The?  king  soon  perceived  that  their  allejra- 
tions  were  dictated  by  private  resentments,  and  roc- 
^ious  malignity,  and  was  not  displeased  to  see  the 
cnljprit  treat  them  with  the  severity  of  a  supierlor, 
as  if  Still  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  fullness  of  power. 
'A«  their  charges  of  treason  were  soon  Tound  to 
amount  to  notning  more  than  surmise  and  suspicion, 
as  the  Irish  lord  with  whom  he  was  said  to  have 
conspn^od  against  Poynings,  gave  ^lema  and  sfttis- 
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fsKstory  evidenee  to  exculpate  him,  theflceusers  were  . 
obiiged  to  rcetir  to  his  TiotencM,  and  the  injuries 
they  had  sustained  frcNn  him  in  Ireland,  matters  in 
which  Henry  was  not  nearly  interested^  Amon^ 
oUier  accosationslt  was  urg^ed,  that  the  earl,  in  one 
of  his  lawless  excursions,  had  sacrilegiously  burned 
the  church  of  Cashel  to  the  ground.—"  Spare  your 
^'  evidence,''  said  Kiklare,  I  did  set  fire  to  the 
"  church,  for  1  thought  the  bisliop  had  been  in  it/' 
This  undesigning  manner  of  pleading  the  aggrava* 
tion,  in  excuse  ibr  his  offence,  helped  to  cast  an  air 
of  ridicule  upon  the  prosecutors,  not  unfavorable 
to  the  culprit.  They  closed  their  charge  with  a 
warm  and  passionate  declaration,  "  that  all  Ireland 
•'  could  not  govern  this  earl/* — "  Well!'*  replied 
Henry,  "  this  earl  shall  then  govern  all  Ireland/* 

The  triumph  of  Kildare  was  now  complete;     He^.  D. 
was  restored  to  his  estate  and  honors,  and  consulted  ^f^^* 
about  the  affiiirs  of  his  country.     By  his  advice,  asToI^u. 
it  is  said,  Henry  renewed  a  pardon  he  bad  formerly  p.  5^, 
granted  to  the  fari  of  Desmond,  notwithstanding^^- 
his  repeated  offences.     In  the  new  patent  wei'e  in- 
cluded several  prelates,  and  several  branches  ^f  the 
Iftouse  of  Desmond  who  had  favored  the  can?«  of ' 
Perkin.     None  of  the  Irish  subjects  were  excliKled 
from  the  royal  grace,  except  Walter,  the  m9^1«^rate 
of  Cork  who  had  been  the  first  to  receive  this  ad-  - 
venturer,  and  lord  Barry,  who  had  beeri  particulady! 
active  in  his  service :  the  first  was  reserved  to'  suffer ,y 
at  Tyburn  with  the  uuhappy  youth  whose  ioause  he    *"* 
had  espoused.     Barry  was  basely  murdered  in  his 
retreat,  by  an  unnatural  brother. 

Bin*  although  the  king  was  pei*suaded  that  this 
act  of  favor  would  effectually  qtiiet  the 'minds  of 
the  Irish  sulnects,  and  reconc^e  them  to  his  service^- 
yet  the  pacification  of  those  parts*  of  the  island,  not 
obedient  to  his  government^  was  deemed  highly  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  effectual  settlement  or  Ihis 
«f>untry.     l^e  Northern  .chieftains  had  an   oasy 
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passage  into  Scotland^  and  mi^t  form  dangerous 
desi^ns^  in  conjunction  with  his  Scottish  enemies. 
Their  commotions  during  the  administration  of  the 
bishop  of  Bangor,  had  not  been  unnoticed.  O'Brieu 
and  some  other  chieftains  of  the  south  were  equally 
violent,  and  had  made  more  direct  attempts  against 
the   English   settlements    and  places  ot  strength.. 
The  quelling  such  insurgents  had  ever  been  a  great  - 
Cos.       and  burdensome  service,  which  had  exhausted  the 
revenue,  and  employed  all  the  strength  of  his  Irish 
territories:  and  as  they  were  neither  to  he  intimi- 
dated bv  his  authority,  nor  subdued  by  his  arms^ 
Henry  determined  to  employ  the  papal  authority^ 
from  which  the  crown  of  England  still  affected  to 
derive  the  fight  of  sovereignty  m  Ireland,  to  restrain 
a  people,  who,  amidst  all  their  violence,  were  super- 
stitiously  addicted  to  the  sovereign  pontiff.     By  his 
procurement,  pope  Alexander  addressed  his  com- 
Rymcr.    mission  to  the  primate  of  Canterbury,  the  bishops 
***a43"         London,  Durham,  Bath  and  Wells,  empowering 
^    ,       them  to  appoint  such  prelates  of  Ireland  as  they 
should  chuse ;    to  convene  tlie  clergy  and  laity  of 
this  land ;  to  enquire  into  the  disorders  particularly 
subsisting  in  the  remoter  and  less  populous  parts  of 
this  country;  to  apply  effectual  remedies  to  those 
both  of  clergy  and  people ;  and  to  execute  all  ec- 
cle^siastical  censures  on  the  refractory  and  rebellious, 
for  the  effectual  restoration  of  order  and  tranquil- 
lity.— It  seems  to  be  regretted  that  Hem-y,  instead 
of  recurring  to  this  expedient,  which  in  the  event 
proved  to  be  of  no  considerable  effect,  did  not  at 
once  make  a  general  tender  of  the  English  law  to 
iliese  distracted  people,  and  receive  the  whole  body 
of  the  Irish  into  the  nun>ber  of  his  subjects.    But  tho 
season  for  such  an  offit)^  seems  now  to  have  elapsed. 
When  they  formerly  petitioned  for  this  favor,  tfiey 
were  harassed  by  the  power^   and  controuled  by 
the  extensive  settlements  of  their  neighbours  of  the 
Engli^  race.    Now^  they  had  recovered  a  oonsV* 
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derable  part  of  their  ancient  possessions;  and,  in 
proportion^  had  resumed  their  ancient  pride.  They^ 
yfho  had  formerly  been  humble  suitors  to  the  crown 
of  England^  were  now  to  be  wrought  upon  by  indf* 
rect  and  artful  methods.  Had  the  present  policy 
of  Henry  been  attended  with  any  remarkable  suc- 
cess, men  of  refinement  and  speculation  might  have 
discovered  its  efficacy*  in  the  very  nature  and  spirit 
of  his  scheme.  But  the  truth  is,  he  recurred  to  the 
expedient  most  convenient  to  his  present  circum* 
stances. 

The  office  of  chief  governor  of  Ireland,  was 
not  now  of  so  great  consequence,  or  so  formidable 
to  the  crown  as  in  former  times;  the  vicegerent 
could  no  lodger  summon  an  Irish  parliament  at  hb 
pleasure,  and  dictate  such  laws  as  might  sanctify  his 
factious  purposes.  The  king  had  therefore  the  less 
scruple  in  vesting  his  new  favorite,  the  earl  of  Kil* 
dare,  with  this  office,  as  lord  deputy  to  his  son  Henry. 
By  marrying  a  new  wife  of  the  family  of  Saint* 
John,  he  had  formed  an  interest  in  England,  and 
became  more  nearly  connected  with  the  crown.  ^ 
And  possibly,  hy  what  had  been  observed  of  his 
spirit  and  disposition,  he  was  deemed  well^fitted  for 
the  direction  of  a  state,  which  had  been  lately  re- 
gulated, and  which  activity  and  vigilance,  joined 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  people  to  be  go* 
vemed,  might  easily  keep  in  order.  Henry  is  how- 
ever said  to  have  detained  the  earl's  son  in  London,  Wans 
as  a  security  for  the  father's  conduct.  But  Kildare^ 
less  influenced  by  fear  than  by  affection  to  a  prince 
from  whom  he  had  received  such  distinguished  fa* 
vors,  entered  on  his  government  with  a  zealous 
solicitude  to  support  the  interest  of  thi^  crown. . 

His  very  name  was  terrible  to  the  Irish  insur-A.  D, 
g^ents:  he  pursued  them  with  an  implacable  seve- 1491, 
rity;   and  drove  them  from   every   fort  they  had 
cmitrived  to  seize.     In  the  North,  where  his  kins- 
man O'Nial  was,  in  consequence  of  his  connexion 
with  the  deputy^    a  professed   friend  to  English 
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government^  he  quelled  \his  opposers,  and  forced 
them  to  submission.  In  the  South  he  proceeded 
with  the  like  vigor,  to  suppress  all  remains  of  dis- 
loyalty. In  the  city  of  Cork,  still  justly  su^ected 
of  disaffection,  he  stationed  such  a  military  force  as 
might  effectually  controul  the  inhabitants.  With 
the  same  vigor  at  Kinsale,  he  subdued  the  remains 
of  the  faction  supported  by  lord  Barry ;  and  oblig- 
ed them  not  only  to  swear  allowance,  but  to  deliver 
hostages  as  a  surety  for  their  niture  dutiful  befaavi* 
or,  agreeably  to  those  Irish  customs  which  they 
had  adopted.  His  attachment  to  the  interests  of 
the  crown  were  equally  displayed  in  a  readiness  to 
forget  all  former  complaints,  and  to  be  reconciled 
to  those  who  had  been  the  enemies  of  his  family. 
With  the  archbishop  of  Armagh,  who  had  been  one 
of  his  great  competitors,  he  formed  a  sincere  ac- 
commodation, highly  acceptable  to  their  common 
friends.  The  like  placable  disposition  he  affected 
to  disrcover  towards  the  house  of  Ormond.  Sir 
James  Ormond,  now  the  Irish  leader  of  this  family, 
professed  a  solicitude  to  clear  himsdf  from  insinua- 
Hollings.  lions  and  rumors  of  his  disaffection  to  the  present 
govornmpnt,  and  some  secret  practices  agamst  the 
deputy.  He  proposed  to  attend  Kildare  at  Dublin, 
in  order  to  explain  his  conduct  in  an  interview,  and 
came  accompanied  with  a  formidable  train  of  armed 
followers.  The  citizens  were  justly  offended,  and 
ran  to  arms.  The  deputy  appointed  the  cathedral 
church  for  the  place  of  interview;  and  here  the  two 
parties  attending  on  Kildare  and  Ormond,  from 
mutual  reproaches,  soon  fell  to  mutual  violence. 
The  Du!)linians  were  the  first  offenders,  and  with- 
out regard  to  the  sanctity  of  the  place,  discharged 
a  flight  of  arrows  against  their  opportients,  which 
however  produced  no  mischief  but  to  the  fabrio  and 
its  furniture.  Ormond  conceived  that  a  conspiracy 
.  had  been  formed  to  destroy  him  :  but  his  fears  were 
soon  quieted  by  the  deputy,  who  composed  the  tu- 
mult^ and  atsured  him  of  safety  and  protection. 
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The  interview  cotieloded,  ms  usual,  Vfith  formal  de-* 
claration«  of  respect  and  friendship,  with  real  dis- 
gust on  each  side,  and  all  the  impression  of  former 
animosities. 

Nor  was  the  subsequent  conduct  of  Kildare  cal- 
culated to  aliav  the  discontents  of  tbbse  who  were 
the  enemies  of  bis  house.  He  acted  with  too  great 
vigor  and  too  zealous  an  attachment  to  the  throne, 
not  to  provoke  those  who  were  only  to  be  contented 
by  the  absolute  depression  of  their  rivals  and  who 
acknowledged  no  merit  in  the  vigilant  and  faitliful 
exercise  of  his  power.  They  saw  him  pierce  into 
the  remoter  quarters  of  the  island,  and  decide  all 
controversies^  either  by  the  terror  of  his  name,  or 
the  vigor  of  his  operations.  Their  murmurs  and 
complaints  in  England,  only  served  to  discover  their 
malignity.  The  deputy  repaired  to  London^  there 
gave  the  most,  convincing  proofs  of  his  integrity, 
and  was  confirmed  in  his  authority.  He  continued 
to  annov  the  insui^ents,  and  to  defend  the  pale. 
The  Irish  annalists  mform  us,  that  he  had  artfully 
connived  to  weaken  his  personal  enemies  by  ^ivid-^^^f 
ing  the  family  of  Butler;  that  for  this  purpose  he |^g^  ' 
gave  his  sister  to  Piersi,  rival  6f  Sir  Jan^es  Ormond, 
and  supported  the  pretensions  of  his  brother  in-law, 
ivho,  according  to  toe  customs  learned  from  the  Irish, 
aspired  to  be  chieftain  of  his  sept.  We  are  told 
that  this  Piers  was  persecuted  by  his  rival,  obliged 
to  retire  with  his  family,  and  to  live  in  the  greatest 
penury  and  distress.  Till  touched  by  an  accidental 
complaint  made  by  his  wife  of  the  hardship  she 
endured,  he  issued  forth,  encountered,  and  slew  Sir 
James,  and  thus  gained  his  power  and  possessions.  , 

RcPiNEO  policy  formed  no  part  of  the  character 
of  Kildare;  but  the  scheme  of  alliance  with  the 
powerful  chieftains  was  obviously  calculated  to  sup* 
port  and  extend  his  power,  and  accordinj^ly  we  are 
told  that  one  of  his  daughters  was  given  in  marriage 
to  Uliac  of  Clanricar^  <me  of  the  great  lords  ofj^. 
Qonuaughf^  that  ruled  n  powerful  sept  of  degenerate 
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English.  As  he  did  not  entirely  depend  for  his 
influence  on  the  royal  commission^  so  neither  were 
his  operations  confined  to  the  support  of  govern* 
ment.  The  disrespectful  treatment  of  his  daughter^ 
had  a  violent  effect  upon  the  irritable  temper  of  the 
earl^  and  led  him  to  expostulate  severely  with  his 
son-in-law.  Altercations  and  mutual  defiances^  end* 
ed  in  a  declared  war  between  the  powers  of  Con- 
naught  and  those  of  the  lord  deputy. 

Clanricard  was  joined  by  O'Brien  and  some 
Irish  associates  of  Munster.  Those  of  the  pale 
united  with  the  deputy,  and  were  reinforced  by 
O'Nial  his  kinsman,  and  other  Northern  dynasts. 
Kildare,  after  an  administration  of  some  years, 
attended  with  honor  and  success,  was  now  on  the 
point  of  hazarding  a  battle  with  superior  numbers^ 
not  for  the  interests  of  government,  but  in  a  cause 
where  the  parties  were  engaged  from  private 
pique,  at  least  from  no  more  reasonable  or  exalted 
motive,  thto  that  of  supporting  the  honor  of  some 
particular  sept  or  district.  Kildare,  however,  took 
the  field  in  all  the  state  of  a  chief  governor,  with 
the  usual  attendants  of  his  court,  as  if  he  were 
engaged  in  the  service  of  his  royal  master ;  a  parade 
both  offensive  and  ridiculous  to  his  Irish  allies,  who 
contemptuously  advised  him  to  dismiss  his  useless 
train  ot  bishops  and  lawyers.  The  two  armies  met 
at  a  place  called  Knocktow,  a  few  miles  distant  from 
the  city  of  Galway  ;  and  when  the  enemy  were  sur- 
vcyed,  some  lords  of  the  pale,  conscious  that  they 
had  involved  themselves  in  a  private  quarrel,  of  a 
precarious  issue,  cautiously  advised  to  prevent  dan* 
f^er  to  the  state,  end  the  king's  displeasure,  by  re- 
tiring. But  they  had  proceeded  too  far  for  a  re- 
treat; and  in  the  engao;ement,  happily  the  superior 
arms  and  discipline  of  their  forces  prevailed  over 
the  naked  and  disordered  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
Their  first  tumultuous  onset  was  received  with  such 
steadiness,  by  the  archers  of  the  pale,  and  repelled 
with  such  execution,  that  the  rout  was  instantane^ 
ous.     The  victors  punued  the  slaughter  without 
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iianger  or  opposition^  and  we  are  told^  without  any 
loss^  except  of  a  few  prtioners  abandoned  by  Gerald,  * 
the  son  ot  Kildare^  who  rashly  quitted,  his  station  in 
the  rear^  in  order  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  en^ 
^gement  The  quarrel  had  been  rashly  and  un- 
warrantably commenced ;  but  the  victory  was  repre- 
sented as  an  honorable  and  important  service  to 
English  government.  The  archoishop  of  Dublin 
was  sent  to  Henry  to  notify  the  total  and  final  over- 
throw of  all  his  Irish  enemies^  by  the  arms  of  his 
lord  deputy ;  an  intelligence  so  pleasing  to  the  king^ Waiob 
that  he  conferred  the  garter  on  the  earlof  Kildare. 

Thb  victory  of  Knocktow  was  followed  by  a 
complete  reduction  of  the  degenerate  English  clans  ^ 
of  Connauffht  and  M unster,  by  which  government 
vias  indeed  secured  fi>om  the  danger  of  turbulent 
insurgents^  although  the  number  of  faithful  subjects 
was  by  no  means  encreased.  Gal  way  and  Athunree^ 
which  had  been  fortified  against  the  deputy,  were 
surrendered ;  two  sons  of  Uliac  Clanricanl,  who  had 
been  made  prisoners  in  the  battle,  were  detained  by 
Kildare  as  a  surety  for  the  good  conduct  of  their 
father :  and  the  great  business  of  this  lord's  admi*> 
nistration  was  now  to  compose  the  accidental  disor- 
ders which  arose  in  particular  districts,  and  to  fortify 
the  pale  by  repairing  and  erecting  castles.  The 
provisions  made  in  the  parliament  of  Sir  Edward 
Poynings,  had  greatly  circumscribed  the  business  of 
Irish  legislation.  We  have  short  memorials  of  three 
subsequent  parliaments  only  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  seventh.  In  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
reign,  acts  made  in  England  for  the  punishment  of 
customers  controlers,  and  searchers,  were  authorisedRoi, 
and  affirmed  in  a  parliament  held  at  Tristledermot,Caiu  Hih. 
and  directed  to  be  put  in  execution,  but  not  till  they 
should  be  first  duly  proclaimed  in  Dublin,  DrogKcr 
da,  and  other  market  towns.  In  the  succeeding 
year,  a  duty  was  granted  of  one  shilling  in  the 
pound  on  all  merchandizes  imported  or  exported, 

and  3  tax  of  thirteen  shillings 
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and  four  pence  on  every  plow-land,  by  way  of  sub- 
sidy for  ten  years.  In  a  parliaHient  summoned  in 
the  twenty-fourth  of  Henrv  the  seventh,  and  af* 
lerwards  prorogued,  the  only  act  made,  was  one  for 
the  revival  of  this  subsidy  for  the  same  term,  with 
this  remarkable  provision,  that  **  if  this  act  or 
*•  grant  of  subsidy  be  thought  by  our  sovereign 
**  lotd  the  king  and  his  council,  hurtful  or  prejudi* 
''  cial  to  his  subjects  of  this  land,  then  our  said  so^ 
^  vereign  lord  shall,  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  reform, 
^  diminish,  extinct,  adnulle,  or  revoke  the  foisesaid 
•*  grant  of  subsidy^  in  part  or  in  whole." 

FkojH  this  reign  we  may  date  the  iin^  revival  of 
the  English  power  in  Ireland;  which  from  the 
Scottish  war  in  the  rei^n  of  Edward  the  second, 
had  gradually  declined  into  a'  miserable  and  preca^ 
rious  state  of  weakness.  The  authority  of  the 
rrqwn,  which  had  at  last  been  defied,  insulted,  and 
rejected,  even  in  the  English  territory,  was  restored 
and  confirmed  by  a  rebellion  vigprpusly  opposed 
lind  snccessfully  suppressed.  If  we  may  judge  by 
the  event,  it  was  not  caprice  and  levity,  but  prudence 
Mid  circumspection,  which  determined  Henry  to 
reconcile  the  earl  of  Kildare  to  his  interests,  and  to 
entrust  a  government  which  the  pressing  aflairs  of 
England,  and  the  circumstances  of  his  reign,  could 
not  permit  him  to  support  by  a  considerable  mili* 
tary  force,  to  a  nobleman  active,  generous,  of  ex- 
tensive connexions  in  Ireland,  and  of  a  temper  fitted 
to  contend  with  the  turbulence  of  opposers.  The 
seigniory  of  the  crown  of  England  over  the  whole 
body  of  the  Irish,  seems  in  former  reigns  to  have 
been  forgotten ;  but  now  we  find  it  formally  claimed 
^nd  asserted,  and  some  of  the  most  pestilent  and 
ferocious  of  the  Irish  chieftainis,  were,  by  their  per- 
sonal connexions  with  the  deputy,  become  the 
avowed  friends  of  the  English  power.  The  pale 
was  indeed  not  yet  extended ;  Iwit  it  was  secured 
more  eflTc^ctually  than  in  some  former  reigns.  The 
^gnoipsiuious  tiiibute  for  a  long  time  paid  to  several 
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Irish  cbieftains  iws  not  mthdrawn,  but  the  hosttli* 
ties  of  such  chieftains  were  opposed  and  chastised. 
Even  in  their  o¥in  districts  they  were  made  to  feel 
the  superiority  of  English  government ;  ^  and  the 
share  taken  hy  the  lord  deputy  in  their  local  quar« 
reis^  however  it  arose  from  party  and  family  connexi^ 
on^  yet  served  in  the  event  to  preserve  the  public 
peace^  and  to  restrain  the  course  of  senseless  con^ 
tests,  which  in  the  end  might  affect  the  English  set- 
tlements. The  still  encreasing  degeneracy  of  the 
English^  evidently  appears  to  have  been  a  principal 
embarrassment  to  the  administration,  as  it  created  a 
number  of  enemies  more  inveterate  than  the  old  race 
of  natives^  as  they  were  conscious  that  their  rebeU 
lion  would  be  more  rigorously  punished. 

This  degeneracy  we  find  commonly  imputed  to 
a  lawless  spirit  of  riot  and  disorder^  impatient  of  the 
restraint  of  English  law ;  a  contagion  indeed  too 
readily  caught  by  men  who  live  in  a  state  of  perpe* 
tnal  warfare^  without  refinement  or  discipline.  But 
some  part  of  it  may  reasonably  be  imputed  to  the 
weakness  of  English  government,  which  lefl  re- 
moter districts  unrestrained  and  undefended,  so 
that  the'inhabitants  were  necessarily  obliged  to  court 
the  alliance  and  support  of  the  neighbouring  Irish 
clans.  The  mutual  wants  of  both  parties,  induced 
a  correspondence ;  and  that  good-natured  sociability 
and  hospitality,  by  which  the  Irish  were  distinguish- 
ed, improved  and  extended  it.  The  warm  and 
powerful  affection  of  the  sexes,  free  from  the  artifi- 
cial restraints  of  civility  and  refinement,  knows  no 
^distinctions  of  races  or  families.  Laws  forbad  all 
intermarrying  with  the  Irish;  but  laws  were  insig- 
nificant barriers  against  the  propensities  of  humanity, 
and  the  power  of  mutual  intercouse  and  affection. 
But  whatever  causes  may  be  assigned  for  it,  the  old 
English  race  had  by  this  time  proceeded  so  far  to- 
wards a  coalition  with  the  old  natives,  that  even  in 
the  pale,  and  the  very  seat  of  government,  the  Irish 
manners  and  language  were  generally  predominant. 

And 
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And  it  ma3r  be  doubted  if?hether  wich  effect  could 
possibly  have  been  produced,  if  the  old  natives  had 
cnrer  been  possessed  invaribly  and  unalterably  with 
that  inveterate  national  aversion,  to  which  their  re* 
peated  insurrections  are  commonly  ascribed.  The 
solution  was  easy,  and  might  have  served  the  pur- 
poses of  a  selfish  policy;  but  there  are  other  causes 
equally  obvious  to  be  as^ig^ed :  and  candour  must 
acknowledge  that  national  prejudice^  and  aversions 
are  as  generally  predominant  m  those  who  possess 
superior  power,  who  are  impatient  of  opposition^ 
and  provoked  at  any  appearance  of  rivalship  in  men 
whom  they  are  habituated  to  regard  as  inferiors. 
In  the  remains  of  the  old  Irish  annalists,  we  do  not 
find  any  considerable  rancour  expressed  against  the 
English.  They  even  speak  of  the  actions  and  for- 
tunes of  great  English  lords  with  affection  and  sym- 
pathy.  In  the  *  memorials  remaining  of  this  pre- 
sent  period,  written  by  an  Englishman,  we  are 
told,  that  immediately  after  the  victory  of  Knock- 
tow,  lord  Gormanston  turned  to  the  earl  of  Kii« 
dare,  in  the  utmost  insolence  of  success,  ^[  We  hare 
Bodkof  ''  slaughtered  our  enemies,'*  said  he,  ^'  but,  to 
H^vth»  *<  complete  the  good  deed,  we  must  proceed  yet 
•  ''  further, — cut  the  throats  of  those  Irish  of  our 
own  party." 


<f 


CHAP. 


c*.c  «iNRY  ym.  ..  If  I 


CHAP.    VI. 


•  mj^mlis  ^eciSm  •4»H€  is  wcceeiti  by  Aft  mii^  . .  .J/i$ 

parUammtm  m  •  ^His  Buceess^ . .  .Secret praciiees qfthe  BuU 

J&rs.m .  .Wkh^ dupUaitd  wkk  KjUdar^^^ . .  ^z$ho  is  sum- 

fnomdio  Englamim  m^MHh  mmrHv^. . .  .tt^t^cys  advice 

/or  ike  a4mini$traiian  iff  Irish  gfycemment. .  •  .JEmH  of 

Surrey  tard-depuiy .  • .  .His  cannot  and  success.. ,  .His 
advice  to^tke  kingA  •  •  •  Remlkd.  •  •  •  Succeeded  bylht  ead 
^Orwsond.  • ,  ^Wiumsictd  embassy  io  king  Henry.  •  •  • 
Ormond  supplanted  by  Kildare. .  •  .who  is  appointed  his 

successor,  . . .  Traitorous  praciifes  of  ike  ecsrl  ofD^mond. 

.  •  •  .PagimUlf/  ofKildoTtto  /Us  kinsman.  .^.H^is  agdm 
wlnrngneidlto Mttsiter  tothe  MmsaHoni  of  his  tnetMes* . .  • 
^cquUtsd  mt  di$ndssed..p.PMit  ditafders.  t  •  .Prac^ 
dices  of  jFmncis  jtShJlr^  in  ftelaHd.  ^ .  .Sir  William  Skef 
fa^totiL  Ifi^d'd^puty . .  > .  His  in^rudidhs^  4  •  .KUdate  it^ 
MioredfQ  ^0, ,  .  .DesalOi  of  ids  ekefny  iVoUey, .  i  .Sll- 
/fare  ajfoinfed  /thief  gavemat. ;  .  •  His  exiratiaga^c^  and 
tiatence. . ,  ^fnttigues  of  his  enemies.  •  ,  .  Their  pelUion  4^ 
the  throne. ,  ^  ,  KUiare  com$mniM  io  ^iend  tAe  ki^g, .  ^ , 
Commits  ti^  0dmfniftrafion  to  his  son  hrd  Thomas. 

Ch^fifKfer  gffdcQfUlud  of  fhijs  hrd RMumt^s  ^f  hisjt^ 

ihet*s  eonehntkttion  and  detah, . . ,  Rebellion  isf  lord  TA^- 
pmi. .  .p His  progress,  p .  pMisereAlt  death  ef  mthbish^p 
Allan,  p . ,  ff^stilUies  ^insttht  earl  of  Ormond, . . .  Siegis 
^Dublin, ,  •  .Lord  Tbomas  treats  iNM  iJte  tiUtens. .  f. 
Sucttntts  i&ritisfrom  England,  p  t  ^iMdl  Thomas  mitts 
iiMkd  $FeHf  0 . .  ShsJgingto%  the  wr^  deputy^indetitt . .  . 
Sf>^  ofMaynoo^ ....  Epvt  of  tht  sUfmrdir  tf  this  cds^ 
He. , .  .Crutky  of  gkefingffm*  t  p  fOfsp^me  cMditton  t}f 
iari  Thpmds^ ,  p . He sutrendetn  tslprdl^Mnttd Otiey ..., 
Vta/k  of  Sfcepngtott*^..H^ry  den^ne^  tesigtimte 
figmuihe  ti>hot6  fiesmffP  ofKiUmt. . ,  •  Fiv$  uncks  of  lord 
VPfc-  |I-  9  .       ..         thorns 
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Thomas  ireacherousfy  seized.  •  • .  Execution  of  ike  Geral^ 
dines.  •  •  .Brother  of  lord  Thomas  preserved  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  Icings 

On  the  accessiqn  X}{  Hqnry  the  eight,  no  cpnsi- 
derable  attention  cou^d   be  paid  to  the  af&irs  ef 
Ireland,  by  a  prince  in  the  gaiety  of'  youth,  the 
iride  of  popular  favor,  dissipated  by  pleasure,  in- 
oxicated  by  grandeur,  caressed  by  his  subjects,  jBind 
lattered  by  foreign  prince?.     He  ndd  beeifi  seduced 
3y  his  affectation  of  policy  intp  ihsidiouls  treaties, 
^nd  by  his  passign  for  mditary  giory  iiito  useless 
expeditions;  and  a  lopg  series  df  parad^  and  vanity 
had  elapsed,  before  he  (leigndd  to  tiim  his  though t§ 
to  a  part  of  his  dominions,  where  the  lyisest  |in4 
most  salutary  provisions  pouTd  not  indulge  his  os- 
tentation. .  Ifis  mind  bad  been  entirely  engaged  on 
the  busy  $cene  of  foreign  wars  and  pplitips,  really 
leas  interestine^,  but  more  suited  to  his  fantastical 
conceptions  pf  glory  and  gre^tnesip.     By  the  artifice 
of  Ferdinand,  h0  had  b^ei>  persuaded  to  unite  iq 
the  league  formed  by  this  Spaniard,  ^he  eniperor, 
9nd  the  pope  against  France.       By  invading  the 
dominions  of  Louis,  he  had  been  macle  .subsefrvient 
tQ  the  designs  of  the  pontiff  against  th^  Frenph  do- 
minions of  Italy;  and  to  those  of  Ferdinanfl,   by 
enabling  him  to  ppnquer  the  Kingdom  of  l^ayarre. 
Wojseyi  by  flattering  his  follies,  and  providing  :  for 
his  dleasijres,  had  entirely  possesse4  himself  of  his 
conn^ence  and  affeption.     Encouraged  by  the  flat- 
teries ojf  this  minister,  he  determined,  bylii^  single 
gower  to  carry  on  the  war  against  both  Fr4|0ce  and 
.  cotland.     The  victory  of  Guinegate  gained   by 
Henry  in  person,  and  that  qf  .Flqu^P^.by, the  earl 
of  Surrey,  bad  en^amcfl  his  pride  without  advanc- 
ing his  interi^sts..    Proyoked  pit  t|)erepefiteid[  perfidy 
of  Ferdinand,  »nd   enraged  c^t    tbq-  d^e^tipn^  of 
Maximilian,  who,  with  extravagance  of  ad  ulatipn, 
^ad  de^eei^d^fl  to  serve  in  his  army,  an^^to  r^ceivq 
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his  pay^  be  made  an  accommodation  with  Louis, 
cemented  by  the  marriage  of  his  sister  Mary  prin-         ^   • 
cess  of  England. 

In  the  mean  time  the  neglected  state  «f  Ireland  a«D. 
was  left  to  the  guidance  of  those  ministers  who  had  I609. 
been  appointed  by  the  late  king.  The  earl  of  Kil-Holingsh.- 
dare  was  continued  in  his  governments  and  acted  Ware, 
with  his  usual  vigor  in  repelling  insurgents,  quiet* 
ing  commotions,  and  deciding  contests  in  difierent' 
Quarters  of  the  island.  He  was  assistant  to  some  of 
the  family  of  O'Nial  in  subduing  their  northern 
rivals;  and  in  return,  these  chieftains  and  their 
adherents  united  with  him  in  an  expedition  into 
Munster,  where  he  was  to  oppose  a  confederacy 
formed  against  him  by  O'Brien,  some  of  the  family 
of  Desmond,  and  a  degenerate  sept  of  de  Burgo. 
The  strength  and  address  of  the  enemy  here  reduc* 
ed  him  to  some  difficulty,  and  obliged  him  to  an 
immediate,  though  not  a  disorderly  retreat.  This 
check,  however,  was  not  considerable  enough  to 
abate  his  vigor,  or  to  control  his  operations.  Hi<9 
perpetual  excursions,  either  from  public  or  personal 
ipotives^  were  of  singular  use  in  mtimidating  a  dis- 
ordered people,  who  were  to  be  restrained  from  mis- 
chief^ only  by  being  kept  in  continual  alarm.  By 
encreasing  his  rentiwn  (ror  in  his  contracted  sphere 
he  bad  acquired  renown)  they  gave  weight  and  con- 
sequence to  his  government.  And  those  exploits, 
which  are  far -too  ntinilte  to  be  recorded,  were  yet 
deemed,  of  suth  consequence  in  Ireland,  that  the 
sudden  sickness  and  death  of  this  earl  in  the  year 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen,  produced 
a  general  consternation  among  the  friends,  and  a 
dangerous  commotion  among  the  enemies  of  Eng- 
lish government  The  army,  which  he  was  prepar- 
ing to  employ,  suddenly  dispersed  in  confusion ;  and 
the  English  interest  seen^ed  abandoned,  without  de**  » 

fence  or  resource. 

In  this  critical  emergency,  the  cofincil  and  no- 
bles elected  Gerald^  son  to  the  iHte  earl,  Ibtd  deputy ; 
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a  fioniinatioii  afterwartlH  approved  aod  confirmcil 
in  iBncIand.     This  lord  inherited  all  the  spirit  of 
hiji  iathf r^  and  bad  been  frequently  disting^itkhed  in 
|ip^  wi^f%.    The  name  of  Kiidare  served  to  coUect 
the  9CfitUsred  troaps^  and  to  check  the  sudden  out- 
r^w  of  the  enemy.     He  marched  out  to  the  in- 
fetted  quarters^  routed  the  insurs^ents^  find  pursued 
theiH  iirith  considerable  execution.    Thns  in  one 
summer  the  disorders  raised  by  his  father^s  death 
nvore  composed ;  and  he  was  left  at  leisure  to  repair 
to  England,  to  confer  with  Henry  and  his  ministry, 
aiid  to  receive  directions  for  his  future  conduct.    He 
rotorned  after  a  short  intenral,  in  which  the  reins  of 
government  were  entrusted  to  lord  Gormanston, 
2H^®J*and  convened  ^  parliament.    The  bills  d^enied  ne- 
KiidanL   ^^^^^^  ^  ^  passed  wf  rr  transmitted  with  an  exact 
MS.        restriction,  that  these  and  these  only  should  be  dis- 
cussed and  enacted.     A  sulx^idy  of  thirteen  shillings 
afid  four  pence  upon  every  plow-land  was  graqteil 
to  the  king  for  ten  years^  which  now  seeiris  to  have 
become  the  ordinary  supply  for  the  mahitepance  of 
government.     This  was  attended  with  a  revival  of 
toe  law  aj^inst  absentees,  which  vested  two-tbirds 
of  their  Irish  revenues  in  the  king^  for  tbe  purposes 
€jf  the  state.     It  was  ordained  by  an  equitable  sta* 
(ute,  that  no  man  should  be  compelled^  by  privy* 
seal,  to  answer  any  complaint  in  England,  until  the 
^pcuser  enter  into  recognizanpe  in  the  Cbancery  pf 
Ireland^  to  pay  costs  and  damages  if  the  defendant 
be  acquitted.    Some  other  (regulations  were  made 
respecting  both  the  commerce  and  military  strength 
of  tlie  state ;  the  use  of  arcliery  was  particularly  en- 
6)rced ;  ^nd  the  acts  pf  this  immaterial  session  con- 
cluded with  a  formal  confirmation  to  the  present 
^€to.rl  of  Kiidare  of  the  honors^  privilegesj^  and  pos- 
^1^       aesMoes^  which  his  ancestors  enjoyed. 
1517*  From  the  senate,  Kiidare  was  immediately  called 

Wai^     Mt  to  thejfield.    The  superstitious  Irish  had  be^n 
jlycrsaaded  by  some  prophecy^  that  tiie  present  time, 
ilrat  appoiaittd  hgr  Providence  for  tbe  restoration  of 

their 
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their  ancient  power  and  splendor;  and* with  this 
i^orant  prepossession^  they  grew  remarkably  vio- 
lent and  tumultuous.  They  rose  in  arms  even  inCoz, 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin;  and  by^the  vigor 
of  Kildare  suffered  the  punishment  due  to  their  te« 
meritv.  Their  turbulent  chieftain^  (yTpole,  wad 
killecC  and  his  bead  borne  in  triumph  to  the  eapi« 
tal.  The  chief  governor  still  continued  his  opera« 
tions;  and  in. the  northern  and  southern  districts 
apread  the  terror  of  his  arma^  and  enforc*ed  the  au«- 
thority  of  government. 

But  thi$  successful  progress  was  quickly  checked 
by  those  family  feuds,  which  ever  sulisisted  among 
the  noble  houses  of  Ireland,  even  to  a  degree  of  in- 
&tuated  rancor.  By  the  death  of  Thomas,  eari 
of  Ormond,  one  of  the  most  &vored  and  richetjt 
subjects  of  England,  the  power  and  consequence  of 
bis  noble  famuy  devolvea,  with  the  title,  on  Peter^ 
^or  Piers  Butler,  as  he  is  called,  whose  ambition 
]m>mpted  him  to  suppoK  the  honor  of  his  honsa, 
(whtcn  had  for  some  time  been  reduced  to  a  state 
of  inferiority)  and  who  was  still  further  instigated 
by  the  aspiring  temper  of  his  wife,  to  give  a  vfgor«*  i 

ous  opposition  to  her  kinsmen,  the  G^i^^idines^ 
They  saw  with  impatience  the  present  greatness  of***"**^- 
Kildare ;  and,  stung  with  the  depression  of  ^eir  own 
fimnil^,  determined  to  employ  every  meaas  of  sop* 
planting  him.  Ormond  was  sensible  that  he  epirid 
not  contend  with  the  deputy  in  the  iield.  His  envy 
was  of  consequence  the  more  enflamed  ;  and  he  re* 
doubled  his  assiduity  in  the  only  measure  which  re* 
mained  to  bepursued,  tliat  of  practising  secrotl)[  at 
the  court  of  England . 

Tup  pride  and  inexperience  of  Kildare,  oonaeH 
ous  both  of  the  nohihty  of  his  birth,  and  tha  iBf«. 

S^rtance  of  his  services,  had  prevented  him  from 
at  obs^uious  attention  to  the  Engliiih  minister^ 
which  the  intoxicated  ant^ance  of  Wolsey  expect- 
ed and  demaa^MI.    Ormond,  on  the  contrary,  widi 
gtealar  polisr#  li^QKd  to  nfioaoMnd  himself  to 
*^  the 
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the  prelate  by  every  method  of  insinuation ;  and 
having  ^ined  his  favor  and  confidence^  easily  pre- 
possessed him  against  a  rivals  who  took  no  pains  to 
counteract  this  artificei  It  was  repeatedly  insinu- 
ated to  Wolsey,  that  all  those  apparent  advantages 
Vfhich  Kildare  boasted,  had  really  been  purchased 
by  a  total  alienation  of  the  king's  revenue,  which, 
without  account  or  any  decent  reserve,  had  been 
rapaciously  collected  and  diverted  to  his  own  emo- 
lument^ and  that  of  his  adherents:  that  his  con- 
sequence arose  from  his  connexions^  with  the  enemy, 
^ith'  whom  he  maintained  a  traitorous  correspond- 
ence, and  by  whom  he  was  supported  in  all  his 
measures,  however  injurious  to  the  throni^,  or  op- 
pressive to  the  subjects.  Such  suggestions  Vere  re- 
ceived with  favon  Kildare  was  summoned  into 
England  to  answer  to  the  charj^es  brought  by  his 
enemies;  .and  by  the  royal  permission  entrusted  the 
reins;  of  government  to  Sir  Thomas  Fitz-Gerald  of 
I^ckagh,  a  knight  of  his  own  family. 

Vague  assertions,  and  general  suspicion^  could 
not,  with  the  least  appearance  of  justice,  essentially 
affect  him;  but  the  .purpose  of  his  rivals  was,  in  a 
gresit  measure,  effected,  by  removing  him  from  the 
govdmment  of  Ireland.    As  he  could  not  be  cpn- 
uemiled,  so  neither  was  sentence  definitively  pro- 
tlotingBh.  nounced  in  his  favor;    but  he  was  detained  until 
the  king  and  his  ministers  should  have  leisure  to  de- 
cide, vvhether  be  were  to  be  restored  to  his  station 
or  no.     .Happily  he  improved   this  interval,    by 
marrying  Elizabeth  Grey,  daughter  to  the  marquis 
of  Dorset;  an  alliance  which  encreased  his  conse-. 
quence,  and  determined  Wolsey  to  act  with  greater- 
eirelimspection  in*  his- attempts  against  him.     Henry 
hsd  concluded  his  treaty  with  Frauee.    Louis  had, 
been  succeeded  by  Francis  the  first ;  he  had  made 
himself  illustrious  by  the  victory  of  Marigiian; 
Charles  the  fifth  had  not  only  succeeded  to  the. 
crown  of  Spain,  •  bot  was  advanced  to^,  t^he  imperial^ 
dignity.  ,  Henry  was  courted  by  these  great  rivals ; 

but 
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but  had  as  yet  takeii  no  decisive;  part,  in  favor  of 
either.  He  Jbad  the  honor  of  being  re^rdeda^ 
the  aibiter  of  Europe  i  the  kiagdap  at  EngUnd 
fvasinfirafound.  tranquillity.  In  this  intervaiy  tb^ 
crafty  cardinal  found  occasion  to  r^pre^ent^  that  he 
had  been  too  long  diverted  fnom  the  attention  ncr 
cessarily  due  to  the  disordered  state  of  Ireland :  that 
tlie  restless  feuds  and  factions  which  ever  subsistcyl 
aaaong  his  subjects  of  this  country,  but  tooQvident)|r 
demonstrated  the  Jfnpropriety  of  conlmitting  hfs 
government  to  any  person  of  the  Iri^h  i^e.;  \1^  ,hp  ^  . 
was  to  seek  an  active  and  prudent  loiid  of  Engr 
landj  to  yfhom  the  administration  ini^ht  be  ei|- 
trusted ;  utterly  iinconnected  with  the  factions  Aiui 
competitions  ci  Ireland,,  and  indifferent  to  all  pon* 
tending  parties;,  who  i^ight  unite  those  discordant 
powers  which  had  been  ^a$t#d  in  uunaturid  attempta 
against  each  other,  and  lead  them  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,  so  as  to  effect  the  speedy  reduction  and 
regulation  of  the  whole  island.  The  advice  wm 
fair  and  plausible,  whatever  motives  f^i^e  assigned 
for  it.  Thomas,  earl  of  Surrey,  ^on  to  t|iat  earl 
who  had  conquered  at  Plouden,  and  been  r^irarded 
with  the  dukedom  of  Norfolk^  was  now.  created  loud 
lieutenant  of  Iceland,  and  $eut  to  his  goyernmei^t 
with  one  hundred  guards,  and  one  thousand  forces 
of  inferior  rank. 

Br  this  appointment  jve  are  told  the  pardinal^^ 
gained  a  double  advantage,  that  of  removing  a  ^^vo- 15^ 
rite  from  court,  by  whom  he  had  heen  particu- 
larly offendfed,  and  ishose  influence  l^e  began  tp 
flread;  and    that   of   preventing  I^ildare,  against 
whpni  also: he. had  conceived  unfavorable  prejii-     -  '^' 
dices,. from  being. restooed  to  his  government,   Thia^        ; 
lord,  however,  was  pronoun wd  ^cie^F  of:pvery  itw-  '  ^    \ 
putiitibn,  and  regainiid  hhi .  liberiy )    Bat  instiead  ^f 
vetmtnnf  to  his  own  eonbUryi  wll^rp  hiscanijequenQe 
waa  dimmiftbedj  be  Vilely  connived'  toxecommeivl 
himself  to:  tha  reyal  favor>  by.;fitteD4l%  *W  fciqg 
^  Calais^  and  contributing^  to  the  parade  and  splen- 
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4ottr  of  that  iuUtvhtr,  which  this  vtuki-gloitow  {irinoe 
held  with  the  kin|^  of  France. 

Jm  the  jpean  tioM  ithe  earl  of  Suitey  proceeded 
to  a  spirited  a>id  vigorom  adMittistrajtioff  of  bit 
goTermueQt.  A  few  daya  had  elapMd  aioea  h»  ar^ 
rival  IB  Ireland;  when  intelligence  was  received  that 
Cron  O'Nial,  ehiefijtin  of  his  sept,  and  distinffubhed 
by  the  title  of  Qooca^rfi^'^ir  the  Limper,  had  taken 
arms,  and  invaded  IMeaih.  Surrey  led  out  his 
fbrces;  and  whatever  h&^  O'Nial  had  conei^ved 
fironi  the  sidh^Rie  cf  anrpriBing  a  goTernmeaft  not  yet 
provided  ^t  defence^  lie  had  too  just  siispicidns  of 
thie  fidelity  of  his  own  tumubuoua  numbers^  and  too 
iii«ch  tenwrof  atl  Bnglish  army,  to  encounter  tfae 
lord  lieutenant  in  the  iie)d.  He  retired  towards  the 
North ;  xn^r  did  the  enem«^  pursue  him.  Surrey  was 
not  provided  for  the  maratenanoe  of  his  army  in 
an  expedition  through  a  Strang  aipd  hostijie  (Country, 
and  therefore  retiirndl  to  l>ublin.  Hen  he  was 
agreeably  sarprized  foy  an  embassy  from  his  nor- 
thern enemy.  O'Ni^l  utterlv  disavowed  all  intentj- 
pns  of  hostility ;  promised  tnat  his  Aiture  conduitt 
shoold  folly  prove  the  sinpeiity  6f  his  attadunent  to 
the  crown ;  d^slHng  to  be  rep^yed  into  fitvor  and 
protection,  $»  a  weft-affec|tef),  and  peaceable  chief* 
tain,  known  to  have  supnorted  goi^^emment  in  former 
.  l!kdministrations,  and  still  vehdy  to  do  servipes  to  the 
present  govemof,  '  fiis  appfiti^tion  was  &vMabl]r 
received ;  and  the  Mbmission  ojf  thfs  chie^ajfi  was 
imrtandy  communicated  to  the  court  iof  iEqgiatid,  m 
an  event  higf^hly  interesting,  and  which  pnaiiiisad  the 
most  {important  consequences,  It  seemed  a  prenge 
}^  of  the  general  reibrmation  0f  the  whble  {s|aad ;  sn 
jj^O^  object  to  which  the  king  now  gave  aotn«  traasaeot 
attention ;  and  had  the  diaeemtnenl  and  ingeliiioini^ 
ness  to  declare  his  opinion  Hhat  i^  tikmt  ooilU  ha 
efKtied,  wtitil  all  the  itthabitpnls  wepe  admitted  to 
thebeneflteof  fheSrtglish  law^  without  any  odious 
«nd  ft|eqaltali|e  ^ifUmctiim^     |i^  th«  mean  tsiae 
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Surrey  was  empowered  and  directed  toeonfer  the  ho- 
nor of  knightnood  on  the  well-affected  northern 
chieftains.  A  collar  of  gold  was^  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  presented  to  0'>aal;  and  the  lieutenant  was 
instructed  t^  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  visit  the  court  of  England,  so  as  to 
correct  the  rudeness  of  manners  in  which  he  had 
been  trained,  and  to  inure  him  to  civility  and  re-* 
finement. 

The  admmistration  of  this  earl  was  one  continued 
course  of  military  service,  except  a  short  interval  of 
holding  a  parliament,  in  which  some  laws  were  en- 
acted of  too  little  moment  to  be  recorded.  He 
reconciled  contending  lords,  and  repelled  insurgents. 
But  such  exploits  are  so  little  diversified,  and  are  so 
devoid  of  any  striking  incidents,  that  they  elude 
every  attempt  to  exhibit  them  in  any  circumstantial 
detail.  A  turbulent  sept  called  O'Moore^  founded 
and  settled  in  Leix,  created  most  uneasiness  to  the 
governor  and  brought  his  valor  to  the  severest 
test.  Fn  one  skirmish  his  person  was  exposed  to 
imminent  danger.*  But  these  tumultuary  enemies 
could  not  long  support  a  contest  against  troops 
more  regularly  formed,  trained  and  armed.  They 
escaped  indeed  to  their  fastnesses ;  but  when  closely 
pursued,  and  cooped  up,  they  were  at  once  exposeci 
to  all  the  misenes  ot  famine.  Their  precipitate 
attempts  ended,  of  course,  in  a  submission;  and 
they  made  peace  (as  Surrey  expressed  it)  with  the 
king  and  his  lieutenant. 

It  was  now  become  in  some  sort  reputable  for  the 
Irish  chieftains  to  affect  a  connexion  with  English 
government.  O'Donnel,  one  of  the  lords  of  the 
North,  had  been  lately  at  Rome,*and  returned  with 
the  most  zealous  professions  of  attachment  to  the 
deputy,  joined  witn  a  pompous  display  of  his  own 
great  power  and  consequence/  Surrey  was  so  cap- 
tivatea  by  his  promises  of  submission,  that  in  his 
letters  to  the  court  of  England^  he  represented  his 
affection  to  the  crown,  and  his  own  address  in  gaiii- 
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ing  such  a  frieud,  with  equal  wai-mth  ;  but  had  soon 
the  mortification  to  ffna  O'Dounel  degfcnerating 
into  the  old  tbllies  and  excesses  of  bis  countrymen, 
and  more  intent  on  making  war  against  his  rival 
O'Nial,  than  performing  any  sevvkres  to  the  king  of 
England. 

But  howerer  nnaffecting  the  particnhir  incidents 
^f  this  administration  may  appear,  the  general 
spirit  of  Surrey's  government  was  such  as  merits 
the  most  honorabfe  remembrance.  His  justice  and 
equity  commanded  tiie  love  and  admiration  of  the 
people  wliom  he  ruled  f  his  moderation  disarmed 
an  opposition  and  animosity  ;  and  the  magnificent 
hospitality  of  his  court,  supported  withont  oppressi- 
on, or  any  illiberal  pursuit  of  priratie  einoiument, 
yvus  particularly  captivating  to  a  generous  and  un- 
refined peopVe.  Tb  these  popular  virtlies,  he  added 
a  zealous  solicitude  for  tne  interests  of  his  royal 
master,  and  a  vigilant  attention  to  tbe  ciretrmstanccs 
of  the  country  m  which  he  was  stationed.  In  tlie 
advice  which  he  transmitted  to  the  king,  we  cannot 
but  acknowledge  the  soundness  of  his  policy.  Sen- 
sible of  the  pride,  insincerity,  and  fickleness  of  the 
old  natives,  he  declares  against  any  reliance  on  their 
Fight  submissions ;  that  to  reduce  and  to  reform  the 
MSS.  country,  it  was  necessary  to  gu'en  the  enemies  of 
l^n^n  English  government  by  a  new  conquest;  that  to 
subdtie  the  oM  natives  of  each  province  separately, 
would  indeed  require  but  a  small  force,  but  would 
render  the  complete  reduction  of  fhe  island,  the 
business  of  a  long  series  of  years;  that  to  prercni 
confederacies,  the  enemy  was  to  be  attacked  at  once 
in  several  districts,  which  would  require  an  army  of 
about  six  thousand  men,  sent,  and  supported,  Irom 
England  :  and  that  the  final  coaquest  must  be  suc- 
ceeded by  a.  new  colony  of  Ehglish  itiharbitatits — 
'*  for,  do  what  we  can,  the  Irish  will  rehipse/' 

It  was  the  peculiar  unhappiness  of  Irelknd,  that 
an  English  governor,  who  had  abilities  lo  pursue 
any  deliberate  scheme  of  reformation^  ^aa  j^enetally 
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fia  aeeessary  to  ike  HMMre  urgent  interesls  of  tht 
crown^  that  he  could  not  iong  be  spared  to  this  ser- 
vice, er  so  iSl  supported  and  supplied  &om  England, 
that  he  could  not  eontiane  in  it  \vith  honor  and 
advantage.  Surrey  had  received  but  irregular  and 
scanty  remittances,  and  therefore  eii^pressed  his  desire 
to  he  recalled ;  and  as  Heqry,  seduced  by  the  arti- 
fice ef  the  emperor  Charles,  had  once  more  de^* 
dared  war  against  France,  he  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  liMPces  destined  to  invade  that  kingdom. 
After  a  ^vemment  of  two  years,  he  returned  to 
Enghmd  with  the  prayers  and  acclamations  of  aU 
the  Irish  subjects.  The  less  discerning  paid  this 
tribute  to  his  equity  and  generosity ;  those  more 
sag^acious  and  politic  had  good  reason  to  lament  his 
departure,  which  exposed  their  country  once  more 
to  the  factious  eontests  of  their  own  rival  lords» 
and  removed  the  only  restraint  which  could  prevent 
the  fickle  and  turbulent  race  of  Irish  natives  from 
renouncing  their  subimssion^  aad  relapsing  into  their 
usual  disodlers. 

This  lord,  during  his  residence  in  Ireland,  had,  MSS. 
conceived     unfavorable     sentiments    of    Kiklare^Lamb.- 
whos^  enemies  in  his  absence  gained  full  possession   •  ^'  ^* 
of  the  governor.     Some  of   the  Irish  msurgents 
had  even  pleaded  in  excuse  for  their  hostilities,  that 
they  had  been  seduced  by  the  secret  practices  of  this 
\&rA,    and  although  there  appeared  no  sufficient 
ground  to  support  this  charge,  yet  such  was  the 
effect  of  repeated  clamor  and   artful  insinuation, 
that  Surrey  had  represented  the  earl  of  Kildare  to 
Wolsey  as  a  man  utterly  unfit  to  be  entrusted,    and 
one  whose  influence  in  Ireland  was  too  extensive 
and  alarming,  and  who  slioukl  by  no  means  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  his  own  country  ♦.     The  cardi- 
nal was  prepared  to  receive  suoh  impressions^  ami  so 

far 

«  An  IHsk  loid,  cidled  Dooougk  O'Carrol,  fomSshed  Surrey  with  a 
proof  of  these  his  allegations,  in  a  stiPTt  letlar  which  he  dopoeed  to  have 
reoeiTed  from  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and  which  was  tran^itted  into  Kng» 
UimL    I  trans^ibed  it  from  the  original  letter  of  tiie  earl  of  Surrejr,  * 


1st  HISTORY  OP  IRELAND.  B-III- 

far  had  they  prevailed  on  the  king,  that  Surrey  was 
commanded,  at  his  departure,  to  commit  the  go- 
vernment to  his  chief  friend  and  counsellor.  Pierce, 
earl  of  Ormond,  the  known  rival  and  inveterate 
enemy  of  Kildare. 

Tiiis  lord,  who  had  not  the  same  extensive  views 
of  policy  with  his  predecessor,  deemed  it  sufficient 
to  make  the  best  provision  in  his  power  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  pale ;  and  as  &  considerable  body  of 
forces  had  been  withdrawn  on  the  departure  of  Sur- 
Ware,  rey,  he  solicited  from  the  court  of  England  a  few 
A.  p.  ships  of  war  to  be  stationed  in  the  channel,  so  as  to 
^^^^*  intimidate  the  suspected  Irish,  and  to  prevent  the 
Scottish  rovers  from  pouring  into  Ireland,  and  in* 
festing  the  English  settlements.  But  he  was  more 
indebted  for  the  security  of  his  government,  to  the 
mutual  (|uarrels  which  raged  among  the  great  lords 
of  the  Irish  race,  than  to  any  provisions  which  he 
could  make,  or  which  the  court  of  England  could 
spare  from  Henry's  foreign  concerns.  The  ease  and 
precipitation  with  which  those  chiefs  who  had  but 
now  made  formal  submissions  to  the  crown,  took 
l^rms  on  any  slight  pretence^  of  quarrel  with  their 
neighbours,  shew  their  disregard  to  the  present  go- 
vernor and  his  power.  Tne  king's  deputy  had 
for  some  time  been  used  to  interfere  in  their  Ipcsil 
quarrels,  to  act  as  umpire  between  contending  chief- 
tains, and  even  to  enrorce  a  strict  obedience  to  his 
decisions.     Several  pf  tfiese  nijttiv^  lords  now  made 

peace 

ainon^  tbe  manuscripts  of  I^ambath,  No  601.  CCC.  pfige64.  Iti| 
concaved  in  th^  foilowing  terms. 

^*  Life -and  health  to  0*CaiTol  from  the  earl  of  Kildare, 
*'  Theie  is  no  Irishman  in  Ireland  that  I  ani  better  content  with  than 
'  '*  you  ;'  and  whenever  1  come  into  Ireland,  I  will  doo  you  eoc4 
''  for  any  thing  y9  shall  dop  fof  me.  And  any  displeasure  that  I  haye 
**  doon  to  TOtt,  I  shal)  make  you  amends  therefor;  desyiring  you  to 
**  kepegooci  peace  to  JSndyshmen,  tyll  an  Englysh  deputy  oonoie  there ; 
**  and  when  any  Eiiglysh  deputy  snail  come  thydder,  doo  your  best  tc{ 
**  make  war  ujpon'  En^ysbmen  there,  ejiuept  suche  as  be,  towards  mew 
♦•  Tvhom  you  kuow  well  youreelf/' 
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peace  in  form  with  the  king  and  his  lieutenant ;  1>ut  * 
it  required  a  vigorous  and  respectable  government 
to  bring  them  even  to  the  appearance  of  making 
peace  with  each  other :  nor  could  the  lowest  dynast 
part  with  his  favorite  ideas  of  importance  and  in- 
dependance.  Of  this  we  Qnd  a  notable  instance  in 
the  present  period.  Mac-Gillapatrick^  the  Irish 
chieftain  of  Ossory^  had  received  some  injury  from 
the  earl  of  Ormond»  or  at  least  found  some  pretence 
of  complaint  a£^ainst  the  present  deputy,  better 
known  among  the  Irish  by  the  name  of  Piers  the 
Red.  In  all  the  dignity  of  oflfended  grandeur,  he 
determhied  to  apply  to  the  king  of  England  forMSS. 
rc^dress;  but  not  with  the  humility  of  a  suppliantLamb.H.^ 
or  a  subject  His  ambassador  was  sent  to  the  <^ourt^- £' 
of  England,  to  obtain  justice,  or  else  to  denounce 
the  vengeance  of  an  injured  potentate.  He  ap- 
peared at  the  chapel  door,  when  the  king  was  going 
to  his  devotions,  and  advancing  with  a  composed 
and  undismayed  gravity  of  deportment,  delivered 
his  commission  in  these  YfordH.-^Sta  pedibus  !  Do- 
mine  Rex  l—^Dominusmeus  Gillapatricius  memisUad 
te  etjuasit  dicere,  quod  sinon  vis  castigare  Petrum 
Rufum,  ipse  faciei  bellum  contra  te.  We  are  not  in- 
formed whether  Henry  was  amused  or  provoked  at 
this  incident,  or  whether  the  importance  of  the 
Irish  ambassador  received  the  mortincationof  a  total 
neglect.  Piers  the  Red,  it  is  certain,  was  not  cor- 
rected, and  the  hostiliiies  of  Mac-Gillapatrick  were 
not  found  to  have  a  very  extensive  or  severe  effect 

The  discontent  and  opposition  to  the  government  War^i 
of  Ormond,  were  encreased  by  the  return  of  the 
earl  of  Kildare,  who,  though  he  at  first  affected  to 
co-operate  with  the  king's  deputy,  and  hi  his  zeal 
to  suppress  the  Irish  insurgents  had  fallen  into  an 
ambush,  and  been  exposed  to  imminent  danger,  yet 
really  hated  his  old  rival,  practised  secretly  to  raise 
a  factious  opposition  to  government,  reviled  and 
vilified  the  administration,  and  gradually  avowed 
|)is  enmity  to  Ormond  w|th  less  and  ies3  reserve^ 
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A  faTcwite  attendant  of  thiB  earl  bad  been  slaia  in 
a  peit]^  brawl  with  one  of  the  fitmily  of  Kildare, 
an  incident  which  gs^ve  free  course  to  the  aiiitual 
animosities  of  these  lords.  Each  remonstrated 
warmly  at  the  court  of  England  against  the  conduct 
and  designs  of  his  rival.  Commissioners  were  ap<» 
pointed  to  repair  to  Ireland^  and  there  to  examine 
into  the  allegations  of  each  party.  The  earl  of 
Kildare^  notwithstanding  any  former  proofs  of  his 
disaffection  and  dangerous  practices^  was  supported 
in  this  contest  by  his  powerful  connexions  m  Eng* 
land.  Sentence  was  readily  pronounced  in  his  m« 
vor;  and,  to  complete  his  present  triumph^  be  was 
appointed  successor  to  Ormond,  to  the  entire  satis* 
faction  of  his  numerous  adherents  of  the  Irish  race, 
of  whom  Con  O'Nial,  the  most  powerful^  now  af«> 
fected  an  entire  attachment  to  the  throne ;  attended 
on  the  government  in  Dublin,  and  was  there  seen 
bearing  the  sword  of  state  before  the  new  deputy, 
his  kinsman. 

KiLDARE  had  not  lohg  enjoyed  his  high  bonor, 
when  the  ambition  of  his  kinsman  Desmond  threat** 
ened  to  involve  him  in  disgrace  and  danger.  The 
lord  of  this  name  continued,  like  his  predecessors, 
to  live  in  the  rude  magnificence  of  his  claim* 
ing  the  privileges  of  absenting  himself  from  par*- 
liament,  and  never  on  any  summons  or  demand 
being  obliged  to  come  witliin  the  walls  of  a  for* 
tified  town*.  The  slender  fibre  of  allegiance, 
f^hich  still  remained  unsevered^    was  easily  torn 

away 

*  The  reason  or  firH  origin  of  claiming  this  Utter  privilege  I  do  not 
find  distinctly  specitied  :  but  it  seems  to  Ba;ire  been  suggested  by  the 
fatal  rashness  ot  the  ead  of  Desmond,  who,  in  the  rei^n  of  Edward 
'  the  fourth,  resigned  himself  up  to  the  lord  deputy  Tiptoft  in  Drogheda, 
end  being  thus  separated  from  his  rude  followers,  was  forced  to  submit 
to  the  sentenee  of  the  Uw,  To  confirm  this  conjecturop  I  find» 
«mongtheMS6.«of  Lambeth,  a  third  privilege  claimed  by  this  great 
family,  that  of  being  for  ever  exempt  from  attending  on  a  chief  govef* 
lior,  in  any  place,  or  oi|  any  occpsion  whatever* 
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away  by  ^e  slightest  effort.     Henry  had  again  been  Cox. 
seducecl  by  the   emperor   to   declare  war  against^- ^' 
France;     to    embarraiss    his    operations,    Francis 
the  first  determined  to  raise  some  commotion  in 
Ireland ;  and  for  this  purpose  a   negocration  was 
opened  with  the  earl  of  Desmond.     The  monarch 
flattered  the  vanity  of  this  unexperienced  lord,  by 
affecting  to  regard  him  as  an  independent  prmce : 
their  treaty  was  conducted  on  each  side  in  aH  the 
forms  of  sovereign  dignity:  Desmond  bound   him- 
self in  tlie  stVictest  bands  of  amity  to  his  good  ally 
of  Prance:  the  king  with   the  same  solemnity  en- 
gaged in  an  offensive  and  defensive  league  with  Des- 
mond.    The  fatal  action  of  Pavia  prevented  Fran- 
cis firom  employing  his  new  ally  to  any  important 
pnrpose;  and  the  discovery  of  this  transaction  en- 
raged Henry  to  the  utmost  against  the  Irish  earl  and 
his  presumptuous  treason.      Orders  were  immedi- 
ately dispatched  to  the  lord  deputy  to  seize  the  earl 
of  Ijesmond ;  but  these  orders  were  evaded  with  a 
manifest  partiality  to  his  kinsman.     Kildare  indeed  A.  D. 
led  his  forces  into  Muiister;  Desmond  retired,  and  ^^^• 
was  not  pursued.    The  Irish  leaders  of  the  North 
grew  restless  and  turbulent.     Kildare  was  more  sq- 
licitous  to  espouse  the  cause  of  his  friend  and  kins- 
man Con  O'Nial,  than  to  take  Desmond  prisoner. 
His  enemies,  who  watched  arid  interpreted  his  mo- 
tions with  severity,  inveighed  against  this  duplicity^ 
and  accused  him  at  the  court  of  London,  as  hav- 
ing formed  traitorous  connexions  with  the  kingli 
enemies,  conspired  against  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
the  late  lord  deputy,  encouraged  the  Irish  to  assist 
/the  earl  of  Desmond,  and  instead  of  reducing  this 
delinquent,  favoring  and  secretly  supporting  him. 
It  was  even  alleged  that  his  letters  had  been  inter-         ^ 
ceptfed,  in  which  he  clandestinely  invited  Desmond 
to  an  interview,  tibat  they  might  concert  the  m€a- 
sares  necessary  for  their  common  interests ;  and  such^-^-  . 
was  the  efffect  of  these  representations  that  Kildare^ 
was  cafled  into  England;  summ^ed  to  ftnswer  to 
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the  charges  urged  against  him^  and  after  a  long  con- 
finement^  with  difficulty  released  by  the  interposi- 
tion of  his  English  friends^  of  whom  a  large  and  re- 
spectable body  became  sureties  for  his  future  faith 
and  allegiance. 

Ireland  in  this  interval  was  exposed  to  all  the 
evils  of  short-lived,  feeble,  and  disorderly  adminis- 
trations. While  the  attention  of  Henry  was  totally 
absorbed  by  the  brilliant  and  important  affairs  of 
his  reign,  the  royal  hitcrests  in  this  country  were 
abandoned  to  the  direction  of  any  loid,  either  of 
Irish  or  English  birth,  who  could  with  decency  be 
entrusted  with  the  administration.  The  baron  of 
Delvin  first  engaged  in  it,  was  despised  and  invaded 
by  the  Irish ;  and  at  a  parley,  to  which  he  had  been 
seduced  by  O'Connor,  chieftain  of  O'Pally,  was 
seized  and  confined  in  prison.  Piera,  earl  of  Os- 
sory,  (for  he  had  resigned  the  title  of  Ormond  to 
Sir  Thomas  Bullen)  was  substituted  in  his  place,  by 
authority  of  the  council,  until  the  royal  pleasure 
should  be  know;  but  neither  his  strength  nor  in- 
fluence was  sufficient  to  procure  the  enlargement  of 
lord  Delvin.  Kildare,  though  at  a  distance,  ha- 
rassed him  with  an  implacable  enmity.  His  daugh- 
ter, wife  to  lord  Slane,  a  lady  of  an  active  and  en- 
terprizing  spirit,  was  dispatched  from  England^  to 
raise  a  faction  against  Ossory,  under  pretence  of  sup- 
porting the  interests  of  her  house ;  and  soon  con- 
trived to  involve  him  in  different  contests  with  her 
partizans  of  the  Irish  race.  The  whole  land  seemed 
on  the  point  of  consummate  anarchy,  nor  were  the 
foreign  enemies  of  Henry  inattentive  to  foment  the 
disorders,  or  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  dis- 
positions of  the  leading  chieftains  of  Ireland.  Dur- 
mg  the  violence  of  the  process  against  Catharine  of 
Arragon,  when  France  and  En^^and  declared  war 
against  the  emperor,  Charles,  n\  the  bitterness  of 
resentment,  laboured  to  raise  an  insurrection  in  Ire- 
land, and  for  this  purpose  entered  into  a  formal  ne- 
gociatiou  with  tiie  earl  of  Desmond;  but  this 
-  treaty. 
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treaiy,  as  well  m  that  of  Francis  the  first,  mtm  re»  A.  D. 
deredf  ineflfectiud  by  the  death  of  the  earl^  as  it  is  ^^^ 
^nerally  representedL 

NoA  did  the  state  af  Ireland  receive  any  con^-»  Cos. 
derabie  alteration  from  the  appointment  of  Sir  Wil-^ 
iiam  Skeffiaj^n,  an  English  knight,  to  the  govern-* 
ment^  as  deputy  to  the  duke  of  Richmond^  the 
kasijg's  natural  soti^  who  was  created  lord  lieutenant: 
If  we  may  judge  by  the  instructions  he  received,  no 
greai  hopes  were  formed  from  his  administration  ; 
except  perhaps  from  his  address  and.  policy ;  for 
while  be  was  commissioned  to  hold  a  parliament,  at 
the  same  time  he  received  it  in  charge^  if  possible^ 
tiT  procure  a  subsidy  previous  to  its  meeting.  But 
as  to  military  affairs,  be  was  directed  to  act  entirely 
on  the  defensive^  ami  to  engage  in  no  expedition 
a^nst  the  Irish,  unless  expressly  authorized  by  adr 
vice  of  the  privy  counciL  He  was  instructed  to  re- 
paid the  earl  of  Kildare,  now  a^in  restored  to  the 
Eeight  of  favor^  as  his  chief  director,  to  support 
this  nobleman  in  all  his  enterprizes ;  but  still  with 
a  cautious  and  conciliating  management  to  prevent 
all  feuds  between  the  Geraldines  and  the  family  of 
Butler. 

Kii«DARE  at  6rst  affected  the  most  cordial  zeal  in  Ware, 
co-operating  with  this  new  deputy,  who,  by  his  as* 
sistance  and  direction,  had  the  credit  of  successfully 
repelling  some  Irish  insui^ents,.  and  reducing  their 
chieftains  to  a  submission.  But  a  lord  of  sudh  ex* 
ten^ve  influence,  accustomed  to  govern,  ^iflamed 
with  pride,  and  flattered  by  his  followers,  could  npt 
long  siii^port  the  mortification  of  acting  an  inferior 
part  to  an  English  knight.  He  sought  causes  oi 
eomplaint,  and  fofind  various  opportunities  of  disr 
tressmg  and  opposing  the  deputy,  Intelligence  of 
the  di^race  and  death  of  Wolsey  was  brought  inta 
Ireland,  and  received  by  Kildare  with  the  utmost 
joy..  The  apprehensions  from  his  old  and  power- 
ful enemy  beiuff  once  removed^  he  proceeded  with* 
Voi.,«.       ^  S  out 
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Atit  reserve.  He  made  the  most  unfayoraUe  re- 
presentations of  Skeffingtbn  aad  his  conduct  at  the 
court  of  England  ^-  and  by  tlie  unceasing  assiduity 
of  his  emissarie^i,  their  plausible  representations^  and 
the  power  pf  his  friends  in  England  ;  prevailed  with 
the  king  to  recaf  his  deputy,  and  once  more  to  en- 
trust the  rein^  of  Irish  goyeniment  to  his  own  hands. 
To  preserve  an  appearance  of  impartjaljty  towards 
the  great  factions  of  the  kingdom,  lord  Butler^  son 
tothe earl  of  Ossory,  was  made  lord  high-treasurer; 
hut  this  appointment  could  have  little  weight  iii 
forming  a  balance  against  the  power  of  Kildarej 
A.  p,  yvhen  ne  contrived  at  the  same  time  to  have  Alan^ 
lisii  archbish6p  of  Dublin,  a  favprite  of  cardinal  Wol- 
sey,  deprived  of  his  office  of  chancellor^  and  th^ 
seals  committed  to  his  dwn  creature.  Gromer,  pri- 

mateqfArmajrh.  ^    '  ,,...,  F- 

The  exaltation  of  this  earl  seemed  now  confirm- 
ed beyond  the  power  of  opposition  ;  and  he  used  it 
Ware,      without  nfibderation  or  reserve.     Instead  of  the  state 
and  dignity  of  a  vice-gerent,  he  affected  tlie  nide 
gnndeixT  of  an  Irish  chief]tain,  and  stood  at  the  head 
of  a  wild  and  rapacious  multitude  of  followers,  '\6 
the  annoyance  and  terror  of  those  whom  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  protect.     Those  lords  of  the  old  Irish 
racQ,  who  had  ever  appeared  the  most  unfriendly' to 
English  government,  crowded  round  him,  and  wewi 
received  as  his  kpisfnen  and  associates.    Two  of  his 
daughters  were  given  in  marriage  to  O'Goniipr  of 
O'Pally,   and  O'Carrol,    two  powerful  chieftains'. 
The  laws  which  forbad  such  connexions  were  treat-f 
ed  with  scorn  ;  nor  was  the  ac|ministration  of  go- 
vernment at  all  regarded,  but  as  \t  contributed  tq 
establish  his  own  personal  influence  and  authority, 
«^ttended  by  an  arrped  rabble,  he  could  9^1  any  time- 
execute  his  revenge,  under  pretence  of  maintaining 
the  royal  service!    Ossory  and  all  his  friends  were 
treated  as  enemies  to  the  state ;  their  lands  invaded 
and  ravaged  v(ithout  mercys  ^nd  all  but  the  parti- 
sans of  Kildare  secured  tq  be  excluded  fi'on^  pro- 
'       "  '  tectioii^ 
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iection.  A  wound  in  the  head  which  the  deputy 
receive4^  b^  engaging  in  the  private  quarrel  of  one 
of  bis  soQs-iii*law^  was  thought  to  have  disordered 
bis  intellects,  and  encreased  his  extravagance.  The 
enemies  of  bi$  house  were  euflamed  with  indi^nali* 
on ;  the  officers  of  state^  and  all  those  more  imme- 
diately dependent  upon  English  government,  were 
justly  terrified  at  a  conduct  which  threatened  utter 
subversion  fo  the  interests  of  the  crown  < 

GOVERNMENT  and  politics  had  for  some  time  be- 
come an  interesting  subject  of  disquisition,  and  were 
one  of  the  first  studies  resumed  on  the  revival  of 
letters.  Men  began  to  trace  the  rise,  progress,  and 
declension  of  states,  the  defects  and  the  corruptions 
of  administrations,  the  sources  of  civil  happiness, 
and  the  correction  of  public  evils.  Those  English- 
men who  had  left  their  native  country,  and  by  be- 
ing employed  in  the  service  of  the  crown,  had  ac- 
quired permanent  settlements,  and  established  fitmi- 
lies  iu  Ireland,  soon  found  these  subjects  of  specutar 
tion  peculiarly  necessary  to  be  pursued ;  and  the 
mo^t  penetrating  among  them  were  led,  by  the  dis- 
orders of  their  new  residence,  to  enquire  minutely 
into  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  English  power  in 
4his  still  distracted  island,  the  causes  of  the  calami- 
ties they  observed,  the  relaxation  of  government, 
and  the  declension  of  the  English  interest.  To  this 
we  owe  the  memorials  composed  by  Finglass,  baron 
of  the  Irish  Exchequer,  and  other  writers  of  this  pe- 
riod^ still  remaining  in  the  repositories  of  curious 
papers. 

Such  men  could  not  behold  the  present  conduct 
of  Kildare,  without  the  most  melancholy  presages. 
They  held  their  meetings,  and  were  readily  joined 
by  fai»  personal  enemies.  They  communicated  their 
apprehensions,' and  foimd  a  ready  concurrence  of 
sentiments*  They  considered  the  disorders  of  the 
resdin  minutely,  and  miaQimousW  resolved  to  la^y 
them  before  the  throne.  IJan,  archbishop  of  Dublin^ 
-  the 
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the  derived  chancellor^  took  the  lead  ki  tViose  se- 
cret eon8ultatioii».  He  had  been  trained  in  the  scene 
BerWi  ^^  political  iiitrigoe  by  his  patron  Wolsey ;  be  bad 
serred  bim  as  judge  in  his  legantine  conrt^  with  an 
attention  and  assioaity  neither  upright  nor  honors- 
ble;.  and  though  accused  of  misoemeanor^  and  dis^ 
missed  from  this  office^  be  was  still  iNroteeted  by  tbe 
cardinal,  Md  prored  an  useful  ana  active  agent  in 
his  favorite  scheme  of  the  suppression  of  monaste- 
Raoik  riest.  The  jealousy  which  Gardiner  conceived  of 
this  fiivorite  is  said  to  have  been  the  occasion  of  bis 
removal  to  Ireland,  where  be  adopted  tbe  prejudices 
of  his  patron  agtunst  the  Geraldines.  On  tbe  pre- 
sent occasion  he  was  assisted  by  the  earl  of  Ossory 
and  Sir  William  Sheffington,  no  less  from  revenge 
and  personal  animosity,  than  from  a  regard  to  tne 
public  service,  and  by  ttieir  united  zeal  and  activity, 
the  design  was  soon  brought  to  maturity.  It  was 
resolved  to  make  the  master  of  tbe  rolls  tneir  agent 
at  tbe  court  of  England,  and  to  commission  bim  in 
the  name  of  the  lords  of  tbe  council  (for  0ie  major 
part  bad  concurred  in  this  scheme)  to  lay  tbe  pn&- 
sent  state  of  Ireland  before  the  king,  and  to  implore 
bos  timely  interposition. 
Cbx,  ex  Instead  of  confining  themselves  to  the  manifest 
**^- „  irregularities  of  tbe  earl  of  Kildare,  they  entered 
^^  into  a  detail  of  all  the  grievances  of  tbe  sumect,  and 
the  weakness  and  disorders  of  tbe  state.  They  re* 
wesented  to  king  Henry  the  confined  eisient  or  the 
Englifiii  laws,  manners,  language,  and  habit,  at 
length  reduced  to  the  narrow  compass  of  twenty 
miles:  tbe  melancholy  consequence  of  those  iHegaJ 
exactions  and  oppressions,  by  which  the  j^nglisb  te^ 
nantry  bad  been  driven  from  their  settlements;  tiie 
.crievous  tribute  that  tbe  remains  of  these  loyal'sub^ 
jects  were  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Irish  lords  for  a 
precarious  protection:  the  enormous  jurisdictions 
granted  to  lords  of  the  English  race,  which  fiiiror- 
ed  tbeir  oppressions^  ubA  stopped  the  courte  of 

justice; 
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jiMtiot;  the  rabble  of  disaiibcted  Irish  settled  par- 
poaedly  iflii  their  lands^  whom  they  oppressed  wiHi 
mtpuQity^  and  whom  they  found  their  readiest  in<* 
straments  for  opposing  others;  the  negligence  of 
the  king's  officers  in  keeping  the  records;  their  un« 
skilful  conduct  in  the  Exchequer;  butaboyeall,  the 
alienation  of  the  crown  lands^  which  reduced  the 
revenue  to  a  state  of  dangerous  insufficiency^  and 
left  the  realm  without  succour  or  resource.  Many 
of  the  public  disorders  they  ascribed  to  a  too  fre- 
quent change  of  chief  governors ;  entreating  the 
khig*s  hiffhness  that  for  the  future  he  would  b.e  gra^ 
eiously  pleased  to  entrust  the  charge  of  his  Irish  go- 
vernment to  some  loyal  subject  sent  from  his  reium 
of  England^  whose  sole  object  should  be  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  crown^  unconnected  with  Irish 
fecftions,  and  uninfluenceid  by  partial  favor  or 
aversion. 

This  application  was  too  interesting^  and  too  well 
supportea^  to  be  received  with  indiffinnence;  andscanih. 
the  violence  of  the  king's  temper  readily  fixed  on 
the  earl  of  Kildare  as  the  proper  object  of  his  re^ 
sentment,  even  in  those  points  which  were  not  di- 
rectly charged  as  his  particular  misdemeanors.  He  Warn 
received  the  royal  mandate  to  commit  the  govern- 
ment to  some  person  for  whose  conduct  he  could 
be  responsible^  and  to  repair  to  die  kin^  without 
delay^  The  earl^  conscious  of  his  oii^n  irregularis 
ties^  and  awakened  to  an  alarming  sense  of  Uie  se* 
eret  practices  of  his  enemies^  laboured^  by  every 
artifice^  to  evade  this  order;  pleaded  the  situation 
of  his  government^  and  the  insurrections  of  the 
Irisb^  which  rendered  his  absence  highly  inconveni-* 
ent  to  the  king's  service ;  his  wife  was  dispatched 
hito  England  to  prevail  upon  her  firiends  to  enforce 
and  support  these  allegations;  but  to  no  purpose; 
the  kittg  was  inQexible^  and  the  earl  had  no  course 
left  but  to  obey.  As  he  had  but  too  good  reason 
to  dread  that  nis  own  outrages  on  the  possessiona 
oC  las  rivals  would  be  aeverely  retaliatedf  in  his  ab« 

sence. 
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Mftice^  k  was  his  first  cure  to  supply  his  cafttles  with 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  king's  stoies^  with- 
out re|(ard  to  the  hauffhty  mandate^  delivered  in. 
tJie  king's  name^  forbiddmg  this  .measure;  and 
thus  he  unhappily  raised  suspicion  of  some  attempt 
A«D.  to  be  made  against  the  crown.  But  the  step  stiU 
1534«  mprefatal^  was  that  of  Entrusting  the  administration 
of  government^  on  his  departure,  to  his  son  Tho« 
mas  a  youth  scarcely  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty^ 
one  years*^ 
Sunib.  .  LoR0  Tboinas  was  of  a  captivating  person,  aad 
of  endowments  sufficiently  amiable  in  the  public  eye^ 
w.hicb  looks  with  indulgence  and  partiality  on  a 
youth  of  noble  birth:  but  to  the  rashness  of  youths 
and  a  natural  violence  of  temper,  he  joined  an  ex-, 
traordinary  portion  of  the  pride  of  family,  an  inso- 
lent contempt  of  the  rivals  of  his  house^  and  a  boyish 
confidence  in  the  power  of  the  Geraldines,  wiiich  he 
conceived  that  no  force  in  Ireland  could  withstand. 
He  treated  the  lords  of  the  council  with  petulance ; 
was  obstinate,  credulous,  and  precipitate;  and  thus 
at  once  exposed  to  the  artifice  of  his  enemies^  and 
the  adulation  of  his  friends..  His  father^  it  was 
«.  known,  had  been  committed  to  the  Tower;  but  at 
a  time  when  no  regular  intercourse  was  established 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  any  certain  intelligence 
was  ditficult  to  be  obtained ;  conjectures  were  care- 
lessly fornried,  and  rumours  spread  abroad,  that  the 
earl  bad  been  executed,  and  that  his  whole  family 
was  threatened  with  the  royal  vengeance. .  The« 
partizans  of  the  house  of  Butler,  and  the  dependent^^ 
of  Skeffington,  received  these  reports  with  eager-. 
uesSs  and  conveyed  them  to  their  associates  with  the 
fitmost  exulta.tion.  Home  of  their  letters  on  this  oc^ 
casion  were  casually  interciepted,  and  brought  to  the 
lord  deputy^  who  was  thu&  confirmed  in  the  persua- 
sion that  his  father  had  been  put  to  death.  .  He 
consulted  with  his  Irish  associates ;  they  advised  hin^ 
to  revenge  the  injuries  of  his  &mjly ;  they  proirus-: 
ed  assistance;  and  lord  Thomsui  was  at  once  plung-^ 
od.  iu  a  desperate  rebellion. 

ATTfiNPfill' 
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Atteni|£D  ty  at  body  of  one^  hundred  and  forty9taiiili. 
wen  armed  cavalry*  he  entered  the  city  of  publin, 
and  rushed  tumuituously  Into  tlie  council  then  as- 
sembled in  Saint  Mary*s  Abbey,  with  all  his  rude 
and  disorderly  followers.  The  lords  were  alarmed ;  ' 
but  Thomas  soon  quieted  their  apprehensions.  He 
assured  them,  -that  however  injuriously  his  family 
Jiad  been  treated,  and  however  he  wns  now  obliged 
to  take  arms  for  avenging  his  father's  deaths  and 
defending  himself  from  cruelty  and  tyranny,  he  yet 
determined  to  proceed  with  the  generosity  of  a  solr 
dier^  and  to  denouncp  a  fair  and  open  war;  that  he 
resigned  the  sword  of  state,  and  was  determined  to 
depend  upon  his  own  weapon  ;  he  warned  them  to 
avoid  him  as  an  enemy ;  for  that  he  was  no  longer 
the  deputy  of  king  Henry,  but  his  mortal  foe. 

Th£  lords,  ^ho  had  no  previous  intitnation  of 
this  wild  desf^n,  were  confounded  and  astonished, 
Cronricr,  the  primate  and  chancellor,  had  been  in^ 
fonned  of  it;  arid  iifith  great  composure  took  the 
young  lord  by  the  hand,  and  requested  to  be  heard 
In  a  few  ^ords.  He  pathet|ca))y  represented  the 
rashness,  >veakness,  and  iniquity  pf  his  pre^eilt  at- 
tempt, grounded  on  uncertain  rumour,  and  utterly 
unwarrantable,  even  if  this  rumour  should  be  cony 
finned  ;  the  extrenie  weakness  pf  supposing  that  ^, 
whole  kingdom  coiijd  bo  reduced  by  nis  force  ;  or, 
if  reduced,  that  it  would  not  instantly  be  recovered 
by  the  king ;  th^  we|l  known  fickleness  of  his  pre- 
sent followers.  Who,  on  the  veiy  first  alarm  or  acci- 
dent, would  fall  away  at  once,  and  leave  their  leader 
to  the  vengeance  qf  a  ppwerful  and  incensed  mo- 
narch; the  litter  ruin  and  dishonor  in  which  he 
now  threatened  to  involve  his  whole  family  ;  the  ca- 
lamities yrhich  |ie  was  preparing  for  his  country; 
the  desolation  and  cq.rAagq,  which  yvould  render  him 
the  general  ez^ecratibn  of  his  fellow-pitizens,  and 
send  him  to  the  diviqe  tribunal  covered  with  the 
guilt  of  jnnocent  blood.  He  conjured  him  to  con- 
"'  •  "'  '    '     "  '  w^ef 
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dder  tbe  duty  he  owed  to  hiodsdif^  to  hk  (amily,  to 
hisoountry,  to  his  king,  aod  to  his  God;  .and  to 
desisty  before  his  oflfence  should  become  too  eoor- 
mous  for  the  royal  clemeucy  to  pardon, 
ftmlv        His  speech,  aelivered  with  emotion,  was  received 
with  a  stare  of  ignorant  surprize  by  the  Irish  follow- 
ers of  lord  Thomas,  who  werp  strangers  to  the  lan- 
guage in  which  it  was  delivered,  and  interpreted  it 
according  to  their  own  rude  ideas.    They  conceived 
that  the  prelate  encouraged  him  to  his  enterprize, 
and  was  pronouncing  a  passionate  encomium  on  the 
brave  and  noble  youth.    One  of  their  native  bards, 
who  attended  in  his  train,  that  he  misht  not  be 
outdone  in  his  own  profession,  instantly  be^^  to 
l^haunt  out  the  praises  of  young  Thomas  m  bis 
country  rhymes,  the  pliant  sili^en  lord,  (for  so  he 
stiled  nim,  from  the  richness  of  his  dress,  capari- 
sons, and  attendants)  extolling^  his  greatness,  mag- 
nificence and  valor,  chiding  his  de&y>  and  calling 
him  to  the  ^eld  ;  and  the  emisions  of  an  ignorant 
rhapsodist  had  unhappily  a  greater  influence  than 
the  sage  counsels  of  the  prelate.     The  young  Ge** 
raldine  rushed  forth  fut  the  head  of  his  Irish  train. 
As  the  men  of  Dublin  were  not  provided  to  oppose 
l|im,  and  had  been  lately  weakened  by  the  plague, 
he  hovered  about  the  city  unmolested,  coUeqtiqg  his 
followers,  and. concerting  his  operations;    ana  as 
the  Iri^h  septs  readily  joined  his  standard,  he  was 
soon  enabled  to  traverse  the  pale  with  bis  tumiUtuary 
army,  exacting  an  oath  of  fidelity  of  the  inhabi- 
tants I  and  seizing  and  impisoning  those  who  re- 
fused to  concur  in  his  rebelllone    At  the  same  time 
his  emissaries  were  dispatched  both  to  the  pope  and 
to  the  emperor  Charles,  from  a  vaii)  e](:pectation 
of  receiving  foreign  succours. 
Ibid.  ^^^  devastation  of  that  district  called  Fingal^ 

^^  the  granary  of  Dublin,  obliged  the  citizens  to  make 
some  effort  to  oppose  this  insurrection ;  and  an  uui- 
W^e^sAii  sl^irmish  with  »  detaohoient  of  the  Irish 
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army^  senredl  to  encrease  their  insolence.  Lord 
Thomas  appeared  before  the  gates  of  Dublin* 
threaten tnff  to  destroy  the  whole  city  with  fire  and 
sword^  unless  the  citizens  should  consent  to  permit 
his  men^  without  molestation  to  lay  siege  to  the 
castle.  To  this  place  archbishop  Alan^  the  known 
enemy  of  the  Gerald  ines,  and  other  lords  and  of^- 
ficers  of  state^  had  fled  for  shelter.  The  constable 
collected  his  stores  and  provisions  from  the  city ; 
and  relying  upon  his  strength^  and  the  insufficient 
attemptsof  the  enemy,  consented  that  the  citizens 
shoula  save  their  habitations  from  the  havock  of  a 
barbarous  army^  by  treating  with  lord  Thomas  upoti 
his  own  terms.  Alan,  more  timorous,  ajid  reflect*- 
in^  that  he  of  all  others  was  most  obnoxious  to  the 
rebebj  as  he  had  been  the  chief  instrument  in  the 
disgrace  of  the  earl  of  Kildare,  determined^  without 
waiting  the  precarious  event  of  war,  to  seek  refiige 
in  England.  A  vessel  was  provided  with  the  nt^ . 
most  secrecy,  and  the  prelate  embarked ;  but  whe- 
ther by  the  perfidy  or  unskil fulness  of  the  pilot  (a 
Fitz-Gerald)  the'  ship  was  stranded  near  Clontarjf, 
and  Alan  soon  discovered  by  the  enemy  in  an  ad «> 
jacent  village.  They  dragged  him  from  his  bed 
in  barbarous  triumph,  and  led  him,  nake<l  as  he 
was,  to  their  captain.  The  prelate  fell  on  his  knees 
before  him^  imploring  mercy  for  a  Christian  and  a 
churchman.  The  young  lord  without  deigning  to 
reply^  turned  his  horse  and  exclaimed  in  the  Irish 
language^  ''Away  with  the  churl!*'  His  caitiffs, 
interpreting  the  expression  in  the  most  malignarit  \ 

sense,  while  the  wretched  suppliant  still  liftra  his 
hands  for  mercy,  assailed^  and  newed  him  to  pieces. 
It  is  not  reasonable  to  imagine  that  this  act  of 
barbarity  had  been  intended  by  lord  Thomas.  Hi.«i 
bitterest  opposers,  when  they  fell  into  bis  hands, 
were  only  detained  prisoners;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  deadly  feuds  which  had  sulisisted  between  his 
fiimily  and  the  house  of  Butler,  he  now  sent  a  mes- 
Vol.  II.  T  senger 
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Sumjii.  Mngev  to  the  earl  of  Ossory,  reminding  bim  of  their 
connexion  and  affinity,  entreating  (hat  all  formrer 
complaints  should  be  buried  in  oblivion,  inviting 
-  him  to  onite  with  his  kinsmen  and  coontrymen  in 
•  the  common  cause  of  liberty,  and  to  share  the  glory 
and  the  advantages  of  rescuing  the  land  from  ty^ 
rannical  oppression.  He  even  proposed  in  express 
terms,  that  Ireland,  now  to  be  reduced  by  their  unit- 
ed powers,  should  be  equally  divided  between  them ; 
but  the  proposal  was  received  with  a  disdain  and  de- 
'  fiance,  intolerable  to  the  spirit  of  the  young  leader ; 
and  determining  to  chastize  the  earl  tie  committed 
the  siege  of  Dublin  castle  to  a  detachment  com- 
manded by  some,  of  his  favorite  adherents,  and 
marched  with  his  nmin  body  into  the  demesnes  of 
Ossory.  A  weak  effort  made  to  oppose  him  by  the 
son  of  this  earl  ended  in  his  defeat.  The  whole 
princely  extent  of  the  earl's  lands  were  at  once  for- 
saken by  the  inhabitants,  and  exposed  to  the  ravages 
of  a  triumphant  enemy,  who  rioted  in  full  security, 
without  any  reasonable  or  well  concerted  scheme  of 
war,  or  any  immediate  oliject  but  that  of  excess 
and  plunder. 

But  from  this  state  of  security  they  were  soon  re- 
called by  intelligence  received  from  Dublin.  One 
of  the  magistrates  had  been  dispatched  to>he  court 
of  England,  to  inform  the  king  of  the  rebellion 
raised  by  young  Pitz-Gerald,  and  to  request  such 
succors  as  might  enable  his  loyal  subjects  to  subdue 
him,  and  restore  the  tranquillity  of  the  state.  The 
njessenger  was  now  returned  with  letters  from  Hen- 

lUd.  'y^  commending  the  conduct  of  the  citizens,  en- 
couraging them  to  oppose  the  rebels  with  the  ut- 
most vigor>  and  assunng  them  of  an  immediate 
and  effectual  support.  The  inhabitants,  animated 
by  this  intelligence^  were  readily  persuaded  that  no 
faith  or  truce  was  to  be  kept  with  traitors.  They 
suddenly  shut  their  gates;  and  the  party  who  bad 
by  compact  been  admitted  to  batter  the  castle,  were 
cooped  up,  and  destined  to  destruction.     Some  few 

con- 
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contrired,  in  the  first  confusion^  to  plunge  into  the 
river,  and  escape  by  swimming ;  far  the  greater  part 
were  overpowered  and  made  prisoners.  Lord  Tho- 
mas aflfeetcd  the  utmost  indignation  at  this  treachery 
of  the  Dublinians,  threatened  the  severest  venge-* 
ance^  summoned  all  his  adherents  of  the  pale  to  at- 
tend him  before  the  walls  of  Dublin,  where  he 
himself  appeared,  and  demanded  that  his  men 
should  be  released.  As  this  was  peremptorily  re- 
fused, he  formed  the  siege,  for  which  his  disordered* 
nimibers  had  neither  sutiicient  skill,  nor  necessary 
provisions. 

The  repeated  ill  success  of  his  most  vigorous 
assaults,  rendered  his  cause  everyday  more  and  more 
desperate.   The  citizens  were  animated  still  furtherStaoih. 
by  receiving  a  convincing  proof  that  many  of  his 
followei-s  had  been  compelled  to  join  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  were  secretly  well  affected  to  the  interests 
of  the  crown.    Great  numbers  of  the  arrows  shot 
over  the  walls,  were  found  to  be  headless,  and  sere- 
ral  of  them  conveyed  letters  of  intelligence  to  the 
besieged.    Just   at   the  moment,   when,  with  an 
effort  of  desperation,  the  furious  Irish  had  set  fire 
to  one  of  their  gates,  the  citizens  rushed  out,  ex- 
claiming that  the  royal  army  was  arrived,  dispersed 
and  pursu^  them  with  considerable  slaughter,  and 
had  well  nigh  taken  their  captain.     The  pride  of 
lonl  Thomas  was  thus  severely  mortified:  serious 
and  melancholy  reflections  on  his  present  dangerous 
situation  sticceeded  to  his  wild  dreams  of  conquest 
and  dominion.     He  proposed   to  raise  the  siege, 
provided  that  his  men  were  released,   that  the  citi- 
zens should  supply  hiTn  with  money,  ammunition,  and 
artillery,  and  that  they  should  use  their  good  offices' 
with  the  king  to  grant  full  pardon  to  him  and  his' 
confederates.     The  demand   of  money  and  stores 
was  r^ected  with  disdain ;  but  as  he  had  seized  a 
number  of  the  children  of  citizens  who  had  beoa 
removed  from  Dublin  during  the  plague,  they  €on^ 

s  Wte«l 
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sented  that  his  soldiers  should  be  etchmged  for 
these.  They  also  promised  to  use  their  best  ofiicea 
with  the  king  that  he  might  obtain  mercy ;  and  lord 
Thomas^  in  his  present  dejection,  accepted  these 
conditions,  and  drew  off*  his  army. 

The  next  attempt  of  this  desperate  leader  was 
to  oppose  the  forces  sent  from  England,  and  whose 
transports  now  appeared  in  the  harbour.  By  going 
to  review  the  state  of  his  garrison  at  Maynooth,  the 
strongest  of  his  castles,  he  had  already  suffered  one 
detachment  to  make  good  their  landing  on  the 
northern  shore,  but  before  they  had  gained  the  city, 
be  encountered  them  vigorously,  aM  was  received 
with  equal  vigor.  The  contest  euded  in  the  total 
discomfiture  of  the  English  party,  notwithstanding 
all  the  brave  efforts  of  their  commander,  who  had 
the  honor  of  encountering  and  wounding  lord  Tho*» 
mas.  His  whole  number  was  either  killed  or  made 
prisoners;  and  the  rebels,  eWated  with  their  vic« 
tory,  planted  their  artillery  upon  the  promontory  of 
Howtti,  and  thundered  up<m  the  vessels  at  anchor, 
and  others  advancing  towards  the  shore  with  fresh 
supplies.  But  although  he  obliged  these  to  bear 
away  to  sea,  and  that  a  vessel  laden  with  horses  for 
mounting  the  cavalry  was  taken  by  one  of  his  active 
partizans,  yet  Sir  William  Brereton,  a  brave  English 
knight,  with  about  five  hundred  men,  contrived  to 
land  on  the  opposite  coast,  and  entered  the  city.  He 
was  followed  d^  Sir  William  Skeffington,  appointed 
lord  deputy,  with  another  troop,  and  several  gallant 
oflScers,  sent  by  the  king  to  assist  him  in  this  emer- 
gency. The  public  rejoicings  in  the  city,  were 
neani  in  the  enemy's  quarters:  and  lord  Thomas 
had  now  no  measure  to  pursue,  but  that  of  a  speedy 
retreat  into  Connaught,  to  practise  with  the  Irish 
chieftains,  and,  if  possible,  to  procure  such  a  force 
as  might  enable  him  (o  meet  the  new  governor  in 
Icefield. 
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The  approaching  seyerity  of  nvioter  prevented  Stanih. 
Skeffington  from  pursuing  him,  or  extending  his 
operations  into  the  distant  quarters  of  the  isJand. 
Nor  was  liie  temper  of  this,  governor  iitted  for  a 
vigorous  pursuit  of  \%ar.  He  marched  as  far  as  to 
Drogheda^  from  an  apprehension  that  lord  Thomas 
inteiided  to  invest  this  city;  and  finding  that  he 
had  retired  into  the  West,  returned  to  the  seat  of 
government.  The  rebellion  seemed  to  have  been 
forgotten;  it  was  even  reported  that  the  deputy 
had  consented  to  a  cessation  of  arms.  Lord  Thomas 
in  the  mean  time  received  assurances,  of  support 
from  O'Nial  and  O'Connor ;  he  was  still  master  of 
several  castles^  strongly  garrisoned  and  well-provid- 
ed^ so  as  to  be  enabied  to  distress  the  English  go- 
vernment essentially^  unless  he  were  opposed  with 
alacrity  and  vigor.  The  military  officers  repre- 
sented the  necessity  of  a  spirited  conduct;  and 
grew  dissatisfied  with  a  governor,  whose  bodily  in- 
firmities encreased  the  languor  and  relaxation  of  his 
mind.  In  the  ensuing  spring  it  was  at  length  de- 
tenoinod  to  invest  the  castle  of  Maynooth ;  ^and  this 
service  was  entrusted  to  the  conduct  of  Sir  William 
Brereton.  • 

To  his  summons  the  garrison  returned  an  iuso-  lU^ 
lent  defiance;  and  such  was  the  strength  of  this 
place,  or  such  the  unskilfulness  of  the  besiegers, 
that  fourteen  days  were  wasted  without  any  effector 
impression^  nor  did  the  besieged  se^n  to  entertain 
any  doubt  of  being  able  to  defend  a  place  so  well 
provided^  until  lord  Thomas  should^  come  to  their 
relief.  But  the  treachery  of  one  of  their  own  partjr 
defeated  thesoy,  expectations.  The  foster-brother  5f 
lord  Thomas^  called  Pacese^  the  man  wbo^^  by  virtue 
of  this  relation^  should  have  adhered  with  an  exem- 
plary fidelity  to  his  interests^  entered  into  a  secret 
treaty  with  the  English  commander^  and  betrayed 
the  casUe  for  a  stipulated  reward*  As  he  had  ne- 
glected to  make  any  conditions  for  the  securilv  of 
%i»  p^fSQii^  the  |[rish  (annalists  inform  ys  that  Skef- 
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iin^n^  on  entering  the  fort^  first  paid  him  the  price 
of  his  perfidy^  and  then  oidered  him  to  immediate 
execution. 

The  youngs  Geraldine  in  the  mean  time  led  a 
tumultuary  army  from  the  provinces  of  Ulster  and 
Connaught  to  the  relief  of  his  castle^  which,  when 
the  numbers  only  were  considered,    seemed  truly 
Buntfa.     formidable.     But  no  sooner  had  they  been  informed 
of  the  taking  of  Maynooth,  than  with  an  utter 
disrenrard  of  their  leader,  whose  merit  and  dignity 
were  measured  by  his  success,  they  deserted  in  great 
numbers.     With  the  remains  of  his  faithless  army, 
which  at  first  amounted  to  seven  thousand  men,  lord 
Thomas  still  ventured  to  seek  the  deputy  in  the  field. 
One  hundred  and  forty  of  his  Gallowglasses  had  tlie 
misfortune  to  be  intercepted  and  made  prisoners; 
and  as  intelligence  was  received  that  the  rebels  ad* 
vanced  and  prepared  to  give  battle,  Skeffington, 
with  a  barbarous  precaution,  ordered  these  wretches 
to  be  slaughtered ;  an  order  so  effectually  executed 
that  but  one  of  all  the  number  escaped  the  carnage. 
It  soon  appeared  that  even  the  melancholy  plea  of 
necessity  was  wanting  to  palliate  this  horrid  cruelty. 
*      The  inconsiderate  Irish,  who  had  not  abandoned 
lord  Thomas  shrunk  at  the  first  discharge  of  the 
English  artillery:  they  had  marched  in  obedience 
to  their  chieftains;  but^  on  the  first  appearance  of 
danger,  fled  from  a  contest,  in  which  they  deemed 
neither  their  interest  qor  their  honor  in  the  least 
concerned. 

From  a  daring  rebel  at  the  head  of  a  formida-^ 
ble  army,  the  unhappy  young  lord  now  found  him* 
self  reduced  by  his  folly  to  a  wretched  out-law,  at- 
tended only  by  some  partizans  of  his  family,  and 
able  but  to  make  a  few  predatory  excursions  from 
his  miserable  retreats.  Some  trivial  advantages 
which  he  obtained^  served  not  so  much'to  distress  Uie 
governor,  as  to  insult  his  infirmity.  Driven  from 
,  pr^e  scene  of  wretchedness  to  fmother^  he  at  length 

contrived 
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contrived  to  escape  into  Muns(ar.     It  seems  not 
improbable  by  this  motion^  that  the   unfortunate 
lora  conceived  some  hopes  of  assistance  from  his 
kinsmen  of  the  house  of  Desmond.     But  elBfectual 
care  had  been  already  taken  to  prevent  it.     The^-^™- 
earl  of  that  name  had  lately  died,  and  the  right  of^"^'^"*^ 
succession  was  contested  between  his  son  and  one  of 
the  family  called  Sir  John  Desmond,  who  contrived 
to  get  possession  of  the  lands ;  with  this  Sir  John, 
Henry  deigned  to  enter  into  a  correspondence ;  and 
in  a  series  of  letters,  partly  by  promises,  and  partly 
by  menacing,  prevented   him   from  giving  any  ef- 
fectual assistance  to  Fitz-Gerald,  who  was  soon  follow- 
ed into  M unster  by  lord   Leonard  Grey,  h]»  kins- 
man, one  of  the  most  active  and  warlike  attendants 
on    the    lord    deputy.     Inconsiderable  skirmishes, 
fought  without  any  decisive  advantage  on  either  side, 
served  to  alarm  the  English  forces  with  the  danger 
of  an  expedition  in  an  unknown  country,  against  an 
enemy  whose  real  strength  was  not  discoverable  and 
at  the  same  time  to  render  the  situation  of  Fitz- 
gerald  more  and  more  desperate.      The  English 
officers  were  urgent  with  lord  Grey  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  the  rebel  leader,  and,  if  possible,  to  in- 
duce him  to  a  peaceable  submission.     Overtures 
were  proposed,  and  readily  accepted  on  the  part  of 
Fitz-Gerald.     Some  of  his  most  zealous  adherents 
had  been  seized  and  suffered  death  for  their  con-* 
currence  in  his  scheme  of  wild  and  weak  rebellion  ; 
he  was  abandoned  by  those  on  whom  he  chiefly  re« 
lied ;  even  O'Nial  and  O'Connor  were  preparing  to 
make  their  peace :  nothing  remained  for  this  hope- 
less young  lord/ but  a  submission.     Stanihurst  is 
positive  that  he  stipulated  expressly  for  the  security 
of  his  person;  that  he  received   tne  lord   deputy's 
faithful  promise  of  a  pardon  ;  and  that  their  cove* 
nants  were  sealed  by  a  public  and  solemn  participa- 
tion of  the  sacrament.     However  this  may  be;  he 
certainly  received  such  assurances  of  favor,  and  at 
least  of  a  powerful  recommendation  to  the  king, 

that 
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that  he  consentei  to  dismiss  his  troc^^  and  to  at«> 
tend  lord  Grey  to  Dublin. 

The  suppressing  this  rebellion,  and  receiving  the 
submissions  of  O'Nial  and  0'Ck>nnor,  closed  the 
administration  of  Skeffington,  who  in  these  trans-^ 
actions  had  no  great  personal  merits  at  least  was  re^ 
presented  to  the  king's  English  ministry  aa  an  inac-* 
tive  and  insufficient  governor.  The  officers  of 
Cox.  ex  state  transmitted  the  most  aflfecting  representations 
**^-  of  the  miserv  and  desolation  of  the  pale,  assured 
iJ^  lord  Cromwel,  to  whom  they  addressed  their  letters, 
that  the  rebel  Pitz-Gerald  had  frequently  escaped 
by  the  indolence  of  the  governor ;  that  as  he  lay 
at  Maynooth,  he  suffered  the  rebels  to  insult  him, 
even  under  the  very  walls  of  his  castle ;  that  his 
transactions  with  the  Irish  chieftains  were  futile  and 
.  nugatory,  for  he  bad  accepted  their  &ir  promises, 
without  demanding  hostages,  or  any  security  for  their 
adherence;  that  the  whole  state  of  Ireland  niust 
have  fallen  to  utter  ruin,  but  for  the  services  of  Sir 
William  Brabazon,  who  had  been  sent  thither  with 
the  title  of  vice- treasurer,  and  those  of  lord  Leonard 
Grey,  whom  the  king^s  service  absolutely  I'equired 
to  be  appointed  lord  deputy  in  the  place  of  Skeffing- 
ton,  with  a  power  of  convening  an  Irish  parliament. 
•  And  their  desires  were  speedily  gratified.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Skeffington  ended  his  days  near  Dublin  ;  lord 
Grey  on  his  decease  was  chosen  deputy  by  the 
council,  until  the  royal  pleasure  should  be  known 
and  their  nomination  was  soon  afier  approved  and 
confirmed  by  the  king. 

In  the  mean  time  lord  Thomas,  the  unhappy 
author  of  the  late  disorders,  was  sent  into  England, 
and  prepared  to  cast  himself  at  the  king's  feet,  in 
full  confidence  of  pardon.  But  whatever  were  the 
protnises  of  the  Irish  deputy,  or  hcJwerer  favor- 
able the  reconmiendation  of  the  Irish  council, 
the  king  was  too  violent  in  his  temper,  too  griev- 
ously provoked,  and  too  much  prepossess^  by 
the    enemies    of  the   house    of  Fitz-Gerald,     to 

think 
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thank  of  loenBy.  -Tbe  yoiiog  lord^was  arr^ed  oa 
his  way  ^  to  Windsor,  aod  conveyed  to  the  Tower^ 
H^  Jiad  noW'tbe  aevere  mortification  of  discovering 
that  he  had  (leen  driven  to  all  his  extravagances,  by: 
rash  suggestions  and  lying  rumors ;  that  iiis  father 
had. not  been  ^t  to, deaths  but  had  lived  to  hear  of 
the  rebelliou  of  his  son^  and  sunk  under  the  severe 
impressioQ  of  anguish  which  thi^  intelligence  ha^ 
occasioned.  He  was  for  a  whi}e  left  to  the  torment- 
ing sejise  of  bis  foUy ;  for  the  vengeance  of  si^ch  a  ^ 
pmice  as  lieni^  was  not  to  be  appeased  by  a  single 
victim.  He  affected  to  consider  the  suppression  o^^^^ 
the  late  rebellion  as  a  new  conquest  of  Ireland  ;^Qr7^ 
and  proposed  it  aa  a  question  to  W  debated  in  hi^ 
councili  wbetber  he  had.  not  now  ^auirea  aright 
to  seize  at  once  on  all  the  estates  of  this  kingdom^ 
roiritual  and  temporal.  But  above  all^  he  breathed 
the  most  furious  revenger  against  the  whole  lineage 
of  Kildare.  The  new  lora  deputy  received  orders 
to  seize  five  uncles  of  lord  Tnomas^  and  to  send 
them  prisoners  to  London.  Of  these,  three  wereSumilu 
known  to  have  entirely  disapproved  and  opposed  th^ 
insurrection  of  their  nephew,  and  the  whole  number 
had  reason  to  expect  impunity,  from  the  treaty 
made  with  the  rebels.  But  this  confidence  proved 
their  snare.  They  accepted  the  invitation  of  lord 
Grev  to  a  banquet,  an  insidious  and  dishonorable 
artifice  of  this  lord  to  get  them  into  his  power;  they 
were  first  feasted  with  all  the  appearance  of  amity 
then  made  prisoners,  and  conveyed  to  London. 
The  uncles  and  the  nephew  were  condemned,  and 
suffered  the  punishment  of  high -treason.  The  emis* 
sary,  which  the  vain  young  lord  had  sent  to  Charles 
the  fifth,,  arrived  when  the  intelligence  of  this  fatal 
catastrophe  had  already  been  conveyed  to  the  em- 
peror's court. 

There  was  a  younger  branch  of  the  family  of 
Kildare,  Gerald,  a  youth  of  about  twelve  years, 
brother  to  lord  Thomas ;  and  the  vengeance  of  the 
king.pursued  even  this  helpless  ftnd  guiltless  infant. 

Vol.  n.  V  Biit 
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various  errors  which  had  orerspread  religion  in 
times  of  darkness  ;  was  for  a  while  weakly  opfK>sed, 
was  strenuously  supported^  and,  boldly  striking  at 
the  foundation  of  tne  whole  pernicious  system,  in« 
Teighed  against  the  domination  of  the  pope,  denied 
his  in&llibftity,  and  taught  his  disciples  to  renounce 
all  human  authority,  and  to  n.sort  to  the  woid  of 
God,  as  the  time  standard  of  christian  fakh  and 
duty.  Several  circumstances  coiispired  to  favor 
the  reception  of  these  doctrines.  They  were  em- 
braced with  ardor,  and  propagated  with  indeiati- 
Sable  zeal ;  and  the  papal  power  had  received  its 
eadiy  wounds  even  before  the  danger  had  been  at* 
tentively  considered. 

In  England,  which  had  tasted  the  bitternesas  of 
ciencul  usurpation,  the  minds  of  men  were  not  un- 
prepared for  the  Lutheran  docti'ine:  and  Henry 
nimself,  though  he  had  deigned  to  enter  the  lists  of 
theological  coutrovei*sy,  and  published  a  book  against 
the  irniovations  of  Luther,  became  an  instrument  of 
Providence,  to  introduce  the  first  beginnings  of  Re- 
formation into  his  kingdom.  A  minute  detail  of 
the  occasion,  circumstances,  and  progress  of  this 
important  event,  seems  not  properly  to  belong  to 
this  present  work.  Let  it  be  suflicicnt  to  observe, 
that  Henry,  impatient  of  the  delays  given  to  his 
inteuded  divorce,  and  provoked  at  the  duplicity  of 
pope  Clement,  openly  renounced  the  papal  autho- 
rity. His  marriage  with  Ann  Boleyn  wa^  declared, 
and  a  lady,  possessed  with  ikvorabie  dispositions  to 
the  new  doctrine,  seated  in  all  solemnity  on  the 
throne.  The  invalidity  of  his  former  marriage  with 
Catharine,  his  brother's  widow,  and  the  lawfulness 
of  his  present  engagement,  were  definitively  pro- 
nonnced  b^  his  own  clergy ;  and  the  intemperate 
ahd  precipitate  conduct  of  Clement  finally  confirm- 
ed the  separation  from  Rome.  The  English  con- 
vocation had  reluctantly  acknowledged  the  king  to 
be  supreme  head,  on  earth,  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land.   The  parliament  with  greater  alacrity  vested 

him 
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liini  BOt  only  with  the  title^  but  with  all^the  powen 
annexed  to  this  supremacy.  A  way  was  thus  open- 
«d  for  the  suppression  ot  monasteries^  Henry's  ik- 
Torite  object^  for  removing  the  instruments^  and 
restraining  the  enormities  of  popular  i^perstitioo^ 
and  for  communicating  the  scriptures  to  the  laity 
in  the  vulgar  tongue.  Thus  £ar  was  the  king  de- 
termined to  proceed,  and  even  to  drive  those  of  his 
subjects  who  were  still  attached  to  the  Romish  com*- 
munion ;  while  numbers  of  them  were  impatient  to 
proceed  yet  further,  in  despite  of  the  royal  venge- 
ance launched  against  those  who  refused  to  accom- 
modate  their  religious  sentiments  to  the  model  of  an 
impious  and  self-sufficient  prince. 

While  Henry  was  elated  at  the  general  and 
prompt  compliance  with  his  scheme  of  reformation 
HI  England,  he  resolved  to  extend  it  yet  forther, 
and  to  gain  a  reception  for  the  new  doctrines  in  Ire* 
land.    George  Browne,  a  provincial  of  the  Friars  ofUshec 
Saint  Augustine,  had  been  noted  in  London  for  sin-  ^V^^^ 
cerity  and  simplicity  of  conduct,  for  charity  arvl  be- 
Bcvolence,  as  well  as  a  freedom  and  liberality  of 
religious  sentiments.  He  frequently  preached  against 
the  futility  of  pilgrimages  and  penances;  dissuaded 
bis  hearers  from  a  vain  depenaence  on  the'  merits 
Iknd  intercession  of  departea  saints;  exhorting  them 
to  rdy  solely  on  the  mediation  of  our  Lord,  and  to 
address  their  prayers  immediately  to  God.     Lord 
Cromwel,  who^  on  the  death  of  Wolsey,  had  be- 
come a  favorite,  and  exercised  all  the  rights  an- 
nexed to  the  king's  supremaoy,  under  the  title  of 
.  Ticar-general  of  England^  fouad  tittle  difficulty  in 
procuring  the  zealous  preacher  of  such  doctrines  to 
be  promoted  in  Ireland.    On  tha  death  of  the  un- 
happy Alan^  he  was  advanced  to  the  see  of  Dublin ; 
and  with  other  commissioners^  appointed  to  confer 
xWith  the  clergy  and  nobility,  and  to  procure  a  ge- 
neral acknowledgment  of  the  king's^  supremacy. 
But  the  task  was  found  more  difficult  than  the  »»• 
petuosity  of  the  king,  or  the  fastidioi||  contempt 

which 
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whidi  the  English  miaiBter  eatetftained  ef  thk  ooQfi-» 
try,  permittad  them  to  suspect 

The  spirit  of  reli|^ous  disquisition  had  indeed 
ibrced  its  way  into  Ireland,  with  the  succession  of 
Enj^^lish  settlers.  So  that  in  the  famous  parliament 
of  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  the  seventh^  laws  had 
been  revived  to  prevent  the  growth  of  LoUardi«n 
and  heresy.  But  such  seeds  of  reformation  found 
an  un&vorable  soU,  and  oould  scarcely  spring  up^ 
with  any  considerable  degree  of  exteni  and  vigor. 
Ireland  was  not  a  place  for  those  circumstances  to 
operate,  which  favored  the  first  reformers  in  other 
parts  of  Europe.  A  people  not  connected  by  one 
and  the  same  system  of  polity,  and  for  the  most  part 
strangers  to  the  refinements  «md  advantages  of  po- 
liticalunion;  harassed  by  a  perpetual  succession  of 
petty  wars,  distracted  by  mutual  jealousy,  and  the 
most  civilized  among  them  living  in  continual 
alarm,  and  daily  callM  out  to  repel  mvasion>  oould 
have  little  leisure  foi*  speculation,  and  little  disposi- 
tion for  those  enquiries  which  were  pursued  with 
«mch  avidity  in  countries  more  composed.  The  peo- 
fle  had  severely  felt  the  oppression  of  the  clergy ; 
nut  what  in  other  countnes  appeared  the  capital 
and  leading  grievance,  was  but  one  of  those  oppres* 
sions  which  this  land  experienced.  Others  were 
even  more  grievous,  and  required  more  immediate 
redress.  When  Europe  had  declared  almost  unani- 
mously against  the  yoke  of  ecclesiastical  power,  a 
slight  attempt  made  in  one  province  of  Ireland  to 
circumscribe  the  privil^^  of  the  clergy,  raised  a 
most  violent  and  insolent  clamor  amoiu;  the  order; 
Ware,  although  it  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  eoipow- 
A.  D.  eririg  the  civil  magistrate  to  imprison  ecclesiastical 
!«»•      debtors. 

Had  the  generous  policy  prevailed  of  collecting 
ail  the  inhabitants  into  one  body  of  English  subjects, 
an  union  and  pacification  of  a^pes  must  have  pre- 
pared the  people  for  the  reformation  now  proposed ; 
but  among  the  fatal  consequences  of  excluding  the 

old 
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•Id  ttttUreft  froin  the  pale  of  Enfflish  law^  bliodness 
mod  Ugotry  proved  the  natunu-concomitants  of  a 
disquieted^  uncivilized,  and  dissolute  coHrse  of  )iv« 
ing^.  And  the  irregularities  in  the  ecclestasticai  con* 
stitutionof  Ireland,  naturally  resulting  from  the  odi- 
om  and  absurd  distinction  of  its  inhabitants^  contri* 
buted  in  no  small  degree  to  confirm  the  people  in 
the  grossest  ignorance,  and  of  consequence  m  the 
momest  superstition.    In  the  dioceses  where  law  aud 
tiviHty  wen  most  prevalent,  the  prelates  found  it 
impossible  to  extend  their  pastoral  care  or  jurisdicti- 
on to   the  districts  occupied  by  the  old  natives. 
Their  syncNls  were  held  (as  the  records  express  it) 
inter  AngKcoa ;  the  Irish  clergy,  when  summoned  to^s.  ^ 
obey  their  ordinary,  were  refractory  and  contuma-Miir*. 
cious;    and  were  excluded  from  the  assemblies, '^i^*''^ 
where  they  claimed  a  right  to  be  present  as  assessors 
and  co^amutors.    In  the  districts  more  remote  from  vnikbrn. 
the  seat  of  English  government,  where  war  and  con- Cone.  T. 
fusion  chiefly  raged,  the  appointment  of  prelateij'^P- 
andpastors  was  sometimes  totally  neglected.  Bishops 
intruded  surreptitiously,  or  seized  the  sees  by  vio-Wnr.^ 
lence,  were  little  known,  reverenced,  or  obeyed  ;Pr«»^1^ 
sometimes  enjoyed  no  more  than  an  empty  title ; 
sometimes  were  driven  by  the  public  disorders  to  the 
dischai^e  of  some   inferior  pastoral  function,    in 
places  of  retirement  and  securitv.    The  very  names 
and  succession  of  several  Irish  oishops,  in  the  first 
beginnings  of  the  reformation,  were  so  soon  forgot- 
ten, that  the  laborious  researches  of  Sir  James  Ware 
could  obtain  no  memorials  of  them.  Prelates  of  the 
more  eminent  dioceses  slept  in  monastic  tranquillity, 
while  all  Europe  resounded  with  the  tumult  of  the- 
ological dispute.     It  is  ridiculous  to  find  an  Irish 
bishop  renowned  for  the  composition  of  an  hymn 
in  barbarous  Latin  rhymes,  in  praise  of  a  saint  Ma* 
cartin,  while  his  brethren  in  other  countries  were 
engaged  in  discussion  of  the  most  important  points 
of  religion ;  or  others  depending  for  salvation,  on 
being  wrapt^  at  their  dying  hour,  in  the  cowl  of 

saint 
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gftint  Frdncis,  Mrhen  Rome  herself  had  confesed  with 
shame  the  foUies  and  enormities  which  had  disgraced 
her  eommtmion. 

A  ctERGY  without  discipline  or  knowledge,  and 
a  laity  without  instruction^  were,  in  proportion  to 
4beir  ignorance,  abjectly  attached  to  the  papal  au- 
thority ;  the  only  authority  in  religion  which  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  reverence;-  and  which,  for 
the  first  lime,  they  now  keatd  impeached  with  asto- 
nnhment  and  honor.  And  one  peculiar  preiudjce 
there  was  in  fiivor  of  the  see  of  Kome^  which  ope^ 
fated  equally  on  the  Irish^  and  even  on  the  moipe 
enlightened  of  the  English  race.  Ireland  had  been 
forkses  considered,  and  industriously  represented  as 
a  fief  of  the  pope,  in  right  of  the  church  of  saint 
Peter.  By  virtue  of.  this  imaginary  right,  the 
seignory  of  this  kingdom,  it  was  well  known,  bad 
^"^^^  been  oonfet red  on  Henry  the  second.  The  Irisji 
j^^'  pacliament  had  occasionally  acknowledge  this  to 
be  the  only  legitimate  foundation  of  the  authority 
of  the  crown  of  England.  It  was  therefore  account- 
ed more  especially  profane  and  damnable  to  deny 
.  tlie  authority  of  the  pope,  even  in  his  own  inheri- 
tani^e*  and  that  a  prince  entrusted  with  this  inheri- 
tance for  the  protection  of  religion,  should  disctaim 
krs  father  and  bis  sovereign,  and  impiously  violate 
the  stipulations  of  his  ancestor,  by  which  alone  be 
was  eiirtitled  to  §ny  authority  Qf  pre-emiqence  in 
Ireland.  '^        f 

As  these  ciFcumstances  assisted  the  general  pre* 
possession  in  favor  of  antient  establishments,  so 
were  the  dispositions  of  the  people  expressed  with 
less  restraint,  as. their  distant  situation  rendered  the 
inflexible  severity  of  Henry  less  formidable,  and  al- 
lowed them  to  counteract  his  views  with  greater 
Ardtb.v .  freedom.    No  sooner  had  the  coi|)missioners  fkp- 
8rown*8  pointed  by  the  king  explained  their  instructions,  and 
^^^*     demanded  an  acknowtedgnfent  of  his  supremacy, 
than  Cromer,  primate  of  Armagh,  an  Englishinan 
by  birth^  and  who  had  some  time  held  (b(&  ofBpe  of 
X  chan« 
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chancellbr^  openly  and  boldly  declared  a^inst  an 
attempt  so  impious.  Disgust  at  being  removed  from 
bis  office^  and  resentment  at  the  severity  exercised 
afrainst  the  family  of  Kildare,  his  friends  and  pa- 
trons^ might  be  supposed  to  have  had  some  share 
in  ibis  opposition^  were  it  necessary  to  recur  to 
worldly  motives  to  explain  it.  He  summoned  the 
sufiragans  and  clergy  of  his  province ;  and  to  those 
whom  he  could  collect,  he  pathetically  represented 
the  danger  which  now  threatened  the  religion  of 
their  ancestors ;  exhorting  them  to  adhere  inviola- 
bly to  the  apostolic  chair,  by  such  arguments  and 
motives  as  were  suited  to  their  understandings.  He 
reminded  them  that  their  country  had  been  called 
in  the  earliest  ages  the  Holy  Island ;  a  convincing 
proof  that  it  ever  was/  and  is,  the  peculiar  pro- 

E8rty  of  the  Holy  See,  from  which  the  kings  of 
ngland  derive  their  lordship.  He  enjoined  them 
by  his  spiritual  authority  to  resist  all  innovation,  as 
they  tendered  their  everlasting  felicity:  and  pro- 
nounced a  tremendous  curse  against  all  those  who 
should  sacrilegiously  acknowledge  the  king's  supre- 
macy. In  the  mean  time  he  dispatched  two  emis- 
saries to  Rome  to  representthe  danger  of  the  church, 
and  to  entreat  the  interposition  of  the  pontiflf  in  de- 
fence of  his  own  rights  and  interests  in  Ireland. 

This  spirited  opposition  of  the  most  eminent 
among  the  Irish  prelates  enlivened  the  zeal  and  vi- 
gor of  the  friends  of  Rome.  Henry  istnd  his  mi- 
nister seem  to  have  imagined  that  no  one  could  have 
presumed  to  attempt  the  least  resistance  to  his  royal 

.  will,  and,  in  a  pomt  which   had  been  already  so- 
lemnly decided,  and  established  in  England.     His 

.  agents  were  probably  possessed  with  the  same  idea. 
But,  to  their  utter  mortification,  the  king's  com- 
mission was  treated  with  indifference  and  neglect ; 
and  his  vicar,  on  account  of  the  meanness  of  his 
birth,  became  even  a  subject  of  popular  ridicule  *. 
Vol.  II.  X  Arch- 

*  Archbishop  Browne,  ia  one  of  his  letters  to  lord  Cromwel  tells  him 
with  in  awkward  and  uhcounly  siaiplicity,  *'  The  country-folk  here 

much 
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Archbishop  Bro^nfe,  with  (he  assistance  of  some  of 
his  suffragans,  laboured  in  siipMrt  of  the  tommis^ 
«non ;  but  he  was  treated  not  oniy  with  disdain  but 
outrage,  and  bis  life  exposed  to  danger  from  the 
ieafots  of  the  popish  party.  Such  at  least  were  the 
ilpprehertsions  he  expressed.  He  irtformed  lord 
Cromwel  of  his  bad  success,  and  the  opposifionr  of 
Cromer;  represented  the  melancholy  situation  of 
ecclesiastical  affairs  in  Ireland ;  the  extreme  fgha- 
ranee  of  the  clergy,  incapable  of  perfcwriirng  even 
the  comfnon  offices,  and  utter  strangers  eren  to  the 
Mhguage  hi  which  thiey  celebrated  their  mass;  and 
the  furious  zeal  of  the  people,  whose  blind  attach- 
ment to  Rome  was  as  detemiined  as  the  constancy  o( 
Ihe  most  enlightened  martyrs  to  true  religion^  Who 
exulted  in  expectation  of  efleetui^l  support  frdm  the 
pope,,  arid  that  he  would  engage  some  of  thfe  old 
Irish  cbieffains,  and  particularly  O'Niat,  the  great 
dynas(t  of  the  North,  to  rise  in  defence  of  religion. 
lie  recommertdfed  as  the  most  tigoroiis  ind  ef- 
fectual method  of  prtxredtire,  that  jkn  Irish  pariia^ 
ment  should  be  assembled  i/trjthout  dielay,  which, 
like  the  En^Hsh  legislatute,  mi^ht  by  law  enforce  a 
general  acknowleogment  of  the  king's  supbemacy, 
io  as  to  terrify  the  refractory,  And  to  silence  kheir 
opposition. 

Tbis  advice  was  approved;  and  tcnrd  Leonard 
Grey,  now  engaged  m  snppresi^ng  the  remains  of 
the  Geraldine   rebellion,    received  commission  to 
summon  a  partiament,  which  acfcordingly  was  (con- 
vened at  Dublin  on  the  first  day  of  May  one  thon- 
sand  five  hundred  and  thirty-Sdx.     Whether  the  af- 
fairs of  England  gave  the  kmg  no  leisure  to  attend 
minutely  to  the  l»ws  necessary  to  be  passed  in  tttis 
assembly,  or  whether  the  apprebetision  of  sotnenew 
Ir»h  Stat  disorders  in  Ireland,  on  account   of  religion,  de- 
??fif'      termined  him   to  cut  off  all  delay,   the  previons 
^"^-  ccrtlfick. 

^'much  hate  your  lordship^  and  despheMIj  call  yott,  in  their  Idsh 

;  ^*  tongue,  tbeBlacksmitb'tBOD. 
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certificajtipii  jaiid  tniQ^nuss^  of  bills  .^leeajilplyt^ 
the  1^^  of  p.oy^nfgA,  were  on  this  occasion  omitted^ 
and  Xhe  law  declitrcd  to  be  suspieajded  by  assent  of 
the  l^i^-  T^^  Xransactipns  of  a  late  parliain,ent  at 
Wei^mmster  sufficienly  informed  Jtheln^h  subject^ 
what  acts  would  be  most  acceptable  tp  the  king^  and 
were  made  the  model  of  their  present  ordinances. 
Lefft  1^  the  dii^tipn  of  their  oM^n  loyal  ^eal,  they 
proceeded  not  ipeifely  to  provide  for  the  internal  re- 
g^ulatipn  fmd  Ipcfil  jiecessiiies  of  the  pale^  but  to  de- 
eide  on  points  equally  pertaining  to  tl^e  realm  o^ 
EWlaad^  ^nd  to  the  land  of  Irelaqd  (appending 
m]4:belonging  to  the  imperial  cro^  of  that  realm, 
as  they  e^spress  it)  and  to  the  uni^y,p£i^ce,w[t4  tcealtji^ 
of  bothland^. 

Raying  first  .passed  an  act  of  fi^ttfund^r  agpnst 
the  late  earl  ofKildare^  aod  tl^e  associates  of  his  re- 
bellious son,  t^ey  proceeded  to  adjust  the  rig^ht  of 
fiucces^iofii  to  the  crown  of  England,  add  Jlordship  of 
Iceland.  They  pronounce  the  loarriage  ^f  the  king 
with  Catharine  of  ^rragon  to  l^e  null  and  void^  and 
the  sentence  of  separation  by  the  archbishop  of  Can* 
terbMry  to  be  .good  and  efiect^al.  They,  declare  the 
iiUieritance  of  the  crown  to  be  in  ,the  king  and  his 
heirs  by  queen  Anne ;  prppounce  it  high-treason  to 
oppose  th{s  succession,  misprision  of  treason  (p  slan- 
der it;  ^nd  appoint  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  be 
taken  >  by  the  subjects  of  Ireiand  for  the  sure  esta- 
i3Ushment  of  it,  ^qder  the  penalties  of  misprision  of 
tjcefison.  But  scjarcely  had.  this  actbeen  passed,  when  Jr.  State. 
intelligence  arrived  of  the.conde(nnationapd  death ^^  Hen. 
of  Anne  Boleyn,  and  the  marriage  of  tj)e  king  with^f^K?^^ 
the  lady, Jane  Seymour.  With  the  same  ea^e. and '^'^"* 
cpmpliauce  with  Henry's  wisiies,  which  had  been 
e^s^pre^sed  in  the  English  parliaipent,  they  instantly 
rape^led  their  .act;  and,  by  another  law,  seqtencie  pf 
aft^^idler  passed  on.  the  late  qu^en,  George  Boleyn, 
lord  Rochfort,  .Henry  Norns  ,  esquire.  Sir  Pi;ancis 
Wes^n,  >yilliam  Preceton  and  Mark  .Sm.^jton, 
f^  ;|)ad  been  accused  as  accomplices  in  the  sup* 
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posed  guilt  of  tHis  unhuppy  lady.    Both  the  former 
marriages  were  by  this  act  dcGiared  null  and  void  ; 
the  succession  confirmed  a-new  to  the  heirs  of  the 
king  by  queen  Jane  ;  and,  in  default  of  sncfe  heirs. 
Henry  was  empowered  to  dispose  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  crown  of  England  and   lordship  of  Ireland^ 
by  letters  patent  or  by  will. 
Ir.  Stat,        With  respect  to  the  scheme  of  Reformation,  the 
VIIl'*'   ^''^^  ^^^  declared  supreme  head,  on  earth,  of  the 
church  of  Ireland ;  all  appeals  to  Rome  in  spiritual 
causes  were  taken  away ;  the  English  law  against 
slandering  the  king,  in  consequence  of  these  inno- 
vations^ was  enacted  and  confirmed  in  Ireland  ;  to- 
gether with  the  provisions  made  in  England  for  the 
payment  of  fii*st-fruits  to  the  king :  by  another  $ict 
he  was  invested  not  only  with  the  first-fi-uits  of  bi- 
shoprics and  other  secular  promotions  in  the  church 
of  Ireland ;  but  with  those  of  abbeys,  priories,  col- 
leges, and  hospitals.     By  another,  the  authority  of 
the  bishop  of  Rome  was  more  solemnly  renounced; 
and  the  maintainers  of  it,  in  Ireland,  made  subject 
to  premunire.     All  officers  of  every  kind   and  de- 
gree, were  directed  to  take  the  oth  of  supremacy  ; 
and  every  person  who  should  refuse  it  declared,  a^ 
in  Englana,  to  be  guilty  of  high-treason.     ^11  pay- 
ment of  pensions  and  suing  for  dispensations  and  fa- 
culties to  Rome,  were  utterly  prohibited,  by  adopt* 
ing  the  English    law,    made  for  this  purpose,   anc) 
accommodating  it  to  Ireland.     By  one  act,  twelve 
religious  houses  were  suppressed  ;  by  another,  th^ 
priory  of  Saint  Wolstan'sin  particular,  and  the  de* 
mesnes  of  all  vested  for  ever  in  the  crown. 

Other  acts  were  made  for  •  the  eiicrease  of  the 
king's  revenue,  and  the  internal  regulation  of  the 
pale.  The  usual  subsidy  of  thirteen  shilling  and 
four-pence  on  every  plow-l£|.nd,  was  granted  for  ten 
'years.  The  lands  and  honors  possessed  in  Ireland 
by  the  duke  of  Norfolk  and  other  absentees,  were 
yeslcd   in  the  king ;  and  the  twentieth  part  of  the 

annual 
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annual  profits  of  all  .spiritual  promotions,  a  dona- 
tion no  Ldss  acceptable,  M^as  granted  to  hirn  for  ever. 
All  pensions  paid  by  subjects  to  any  Irish  sept  were 
utterly  abolisned,  as  the  king*s  forces  were  declared 
to  be  sufficient  for  their  protection  ;  the  antient 
laws  against  marry in<^  and  fostering  with  the  Irish 
were  revived  in  all  tneir  severity ;  and  the  use  of 
the  English  order,  habit,  and  language  strictly  en* 
forced  throughout  the  pale.  It  was  provided,  that 
no  ecclesiastical  preferment  in  the  gitl  of  a  subject 
should  be  conferred  on  any  but  those  who  spake  the 
English  language,  unless,  upon  n^peated  proclama- 
tion, nonesuch  could  be  found  ;  that  English  schools 
should  be  kept^n  every  parish,  and  that  such  as 
could  not  pay  for  the  education  of  their  children  in 
these  schools,  should  be  obliged  to  employ  them, 
at  the  age  often  years,  in  trade  or  husbandry.  To 
prevent  waste  of  lands,  either  by  the  suppression  of 
monasteries  or  attainder  of  rebels,  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  make  leases  of  all  such  lands  as 
had  devolved  to  the  crown.  Another  commission 
granted  by  the  king  to  the  lord  deputy  and  others, 
for  pardoning  those  who  had  been  involved  in  the 
,  late  rebellion,  received  the  sanction  of  parliament, 
and  their  compositions  and  pardons  were  ratified  to 
all  who  should  submit  within  a  limited  time,  except 
those  who  had  been  attainted  by  name. 

The  laws  for  reo^ulation  of  the  pale,  and  even 
those  which  declared  the  right  of  succession  to  the 
throne,  were  received  without  opposition.   But  those 
relative   to   ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  had  all  the 
violence  of  bigotry  to  encounter.      The  Romish 
party  had  collected  their  adherents,  antl  Mere  pre- 
pared for  a  vigorous  contention..    The  two  proctors Ir.  Stat. 
from  each  diocese,  who  had  usually  been  summoned  ^jjj-  ^ 
to  parliament,  composed  a  formidable  body  of  ec-  x^^ 
clesiastics,  avowed  adherents  of  the  holy  see.     They 
claimed  to  be  a  member  of  the  legislative  body,  and 
|o  have  a  full  ri^j^ht  of  suffrage  in  every  publie 
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({ttestion ;  k  therefore  becw^e  nefiesmry,  before  the 
Wi  of  supremacy  should  be  proposed^  toile$ue  their 
rights,  it  was  declared  by  a  previous  act^  that 
their  claim  vras  presumptuous  aod  grouodjiess ;  that 
they  were  summoned  merely  fts  counsellors  aud  a^* 
sisUA^ts/  (as  the  king's  judges  and  other  iea,rned  men 
bad  decided)  a^d  that  from  the  first  day  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament,  they  should  he  accepted  and  taken 
us  counsellors  and  assista,nts  only,  whose  absent  aud 
eoi^urreiice  were  by  no  means  necessary  tQ  any  par- 
liamentary iransactioo. 

But  although  the  partisans  of  Rome  were  thus 
deprive  of  the  assistance  of  «o  powerful  a  body,  yet 
^  when  4he  act  of  supremacy  came  to  be  pro{K>sed, 
lords  and  commons  joined  in  expressing  their  ab- 
borrenoe  of  the  spiritual  authority  assumed  by  the 
king:  while  the  ministers  fu^d  royid  party  were 
equally  determined  in  defence  of  it.  Archbishop 
Life  of  J^rowne  took  the  first  part  in  supporting  the  propi;i- 
^j^  ety  o£  this  act,  by  sucn  argumeivts  as  probably  had 
Uroime,  ii^^iy  weight  upon  his  own  mind,  and  were  more 
likely  to  influence  his  hearers,  than  those  of  greater 
real  force  and  iK>lidity.  He  pleaded  the  authority 
of  the  popes  themselves  agamst  the  usurpatipn  of 
Rome.  They  had  acknowledged  emperor^,  kings 
and  princes  (he  observed)  to  be  supreme  in  their 
own  dominions,  and  even  Ghriet's  own  yicars.  Sp 
that,  in  asserting  the  king's  supremacy,  he  claimed 
•  -  no  more  than  what  Eleutherius  oishop  of  Rome,  had 
granted  to  Lucius,  first  christian  king  of  the  Britops, 
He  therefore  declared,  that  he  freely  and  consci* 
enttously  accepted  the  king's  highness  i^. supreme  in 
both  realms,  in  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil  ^fl^irs; 
and,  concluding  with  an  argument  still  more.con-^ 
founding,  pronounced  those,  who  made  .any  diffi* 
Gulty  or  concurring  with  ;him,  to  have  no  right  to 
be  regarded. or  treated  as* loyal. subjects. 

Fi^R  served  to  allay  .the  xviolencecf  tbwe  M^ho 
#oald,nqt  be  peisiiadedj'SO  thatth^most  det^rmin«d 

parti^aoi 
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partizanst  of  Rome  were  obKged  to  refierre  them- 
selves for  a  clandestine  opposition  to  the  execution 
of  a  law^  which  thej  eoakd  not  prevent  from  beings 
enacted :  and^  whicb^  in  despite  of  the  legislative 
authority^  they  still  opposed  with  indefatigable  zeal. 
With  an  ingenuity  not  unworthy  of  the  ablest  dis- 
ciples of  Loyola^  they  devised  a  pretence  for  im* 
peaching  the  authority  of  the  parliament,  and  per« 
suading  the  people  that  the  offensive  lawg^  enacted 
ill  its  first  sessions^  were  utterly  invalid.     The  act 
for  the  suspension  of  the  law  of  Poynings  contained 
aprovision,  that  no  statutes  should  be  ordained  in 
the  pj^esent  parliament,  prejudical  to  the  grants.  In  Stat 
liberties,  customs,  or  commodites  of  the  crown, J^J?*^ 
but  such  only  as  should  be  deemed  expedient  for,  4,    * 
''  the  king'6  honor,  the  encrease  of  his  revenue, 
"  and  the  common  weal  of  his  land  and  dominion 
'*  of  Ireland."    The  friends  of  Rome  took  advan- 
tage  of  this  mode  of  expression ;  they  insisted  that 
the  parliament  had  na  power  of  enactmg  any  law  in 
which  these  several  circumstances  did  not  all  concur. 
And  that  whatever  laws  they  should  enact,  which 
were  not  at  once  conducive  to  the  honor  of  the 
king,  the  advancement  of  his  revenue,  and  the  com- 
mon weal  of  Ireland,  must  be  in  themselves  devoid 
of  force  or  authority.    But  the  zeal  of  these  refiners 
was  so  precipitate,  that,  without  waiting  the  disso- 
lution of  this  assembly,  they  suggested  and  propa* 
fjatcd  their  favorite  objection,  during  the  proroga- 
tions of  parliament ;  and  thus  gare  occasion,  in  the 
iMer  sessions,  to  explain  the  supposed  ambiguity ; 
to  declare  the  validity  of  all  laws  of  the  present  par- 
liament, enacted  for  any  one  of  these  purposes,  and 
to  denounce  those  guilty  of  felony  who  should  at- 
tempt to  invalidate  any  of  such  laws. 

To  these  vigorous  counsels  and  decisions  of  the 
legi^ature,  it  was  at  this  time  peculiarly  necessary 
to  add  ati  extraordinary  viffilance  and  activity  in  the  . 
field.    Il  was  obvious  to  foresee  that  religious  con- 
troversy must  aggravate  and  protract  the  disorders 

so 
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so  long  and  so  grievously  experienced  in  this  coun* 
try ;  that  the  question  of  the  pope's  authority  threat- 
ened to  divide  those  who  had  hitherto  been  most 
united ;  that  while  the  king's  subjects,  who  disa|>- 
proved  the  late  reguUitions,  were  in  danger  of  be- 
ing seduced  from  their  allegiauce^  at  the  same  time 
a  new  band  of  union  was  formed  among  the  old  Irish 
chieftains.    Their  petty  septs  were  called  their  na- 
tions, and  to  these  their  views  were  principally  con- 
fined:  their  temporal  interests  were  separate^  and 
theii*  mutual  enmities  frequently  fierce  and  rancour- 
ous.     But  the  defence  of  the  ancient  religion  was 
inculcated   as  the  cause  of  all,  and  afforded  a  new 
pretence  for  insurrection.     Nor  was  lord  Leonard 
Grey  inattentive   to  prevent  these  consequences. 
During  the  interval  of  parliament,  he  traversed  the 
province  of  Loinster  and  the  adjacent  districts;  ter- 
rified the  refractory  or  suspected  chieftains ;  and  ob- 
liged them  to  renew  their  engagements  to  English 
government  by  formal  indentures  of  peace  and  sub- 
2?^^?;  mission.     In  these  indentures  we  find,  among  the 
«9  Hen.  ^'oyal  titles,  that  of  supreme  head  of  the  church  of 
VIII.     Ireland,  but  as  yet  no  -more  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  supremacy.  Nor  are  the  stipulations  on 
the  part  of  the  Irish  lords  uniformly  the  same  in  all. 
Some  agree  to  keep  the  peace  with  the  king's  sub- 
jects,  not  to  harbour  rebels,   to  allow  the  king's 
troops  a  free  passage  through  their  demesnes ;  some 
bind  themselves  still  further  to  attend  the  royal  stan- 
dard, on  what  was  called  a  general  hosting,  tor  a  cer- 
tain time^  and  with  a  certain  number  of  men.    Some 
agree  to  a  submission  provided  they  be  acknow- 
ledged captain  of  their  nation,  or  vest  the  nomina- 
tion of  their  chieftain  in  the  lord  deputy.  Others  pro- 
mise to  be  true  and  faithful  subjects  to  the  kmg;  Mac* 
Mui^ough,  the  great  Leinster  chieftain,  in  particu- 
lar, engages,  in  the  strongest  terms  of  loyalty  to  sup- 
.   port  his  liege  lord,  king  Henry,  against  the  whole 
world  :  and,  in  return,  the  pension  paid  to  his  family 


G«.T.  HENRY   VIII.  160 

continued^  and  he  is  constituted  g;ovemor  for  the 
king  of  the  easde  of  Ferns.  On  the  dissolution  of  par- 
liament^ Gmy  was  enabled  to  extend  his  excursions 
still  further.  Several  Irish  chieftains^  in  the  other 
(^rovinees,  as  well  as  the  heads  of  several  degene-  >yara 
rate  En<^lish  clans,  were  compelled  to  treat  and  sub^ 
mit.  Of  this  latter  class,  the  earl  of  Desmond 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  brought  to  treat  with 
commissioners  appointed  by  Grey;  and  although 
be  insisted  on  the  old  privilege  of  not  entering  a 
fortified  town,  and  obliged  the  commissioners  to  at- 
tend him  in  his  own  camp,  yet  he  at  length  cdnsented 
to  swear  allegiance,  and  delivered  hisnatui^al  son  as 
^n  hostage  for  his  fidelity, 

This  condition  of  delivering  hostages,  Grey  had  Cox.  ex. 
been  lately  instructed  to  enforce.  The  king,  m  re-^^^^- 
turn  to  the  advices  received  of  his  success,  had  cold-Q  q  q     . 
ly  replied,  that  the  oaths  and  indentures  of  the  Irish 
were  of  no  value,  since  they  had  not  given  an  addi- 
tional security  for  their  peaceable  submission  and 
fidelity:    an  ungracious  return  to  the  services  of 
this  active  deputy,  which  seems  to  have  arisen  not 
only  from  the  proud  and*  intemperate  spirit  of  the 
king,    but  fi»om  the  malignant  representations  of 
those   enemies  lord  Leonard  Grey  had   created  in 
Ireland.     The  family  of  Butler,    now  confessedly 
the  first  among  the  Irish  subjects,  still  continued, 
with  the  usual  turbuleice  of  such  families,  to  oppose 
the  administration  of  government  when  entrusted 
to  any  hands  but  their  own.     Pierce,  earl  of  Or- 
mond  and  Ossory^  and  lord  James  Butler  his  son, 
the  treasurer  8f  Ireland,  had  not  only  given  indireet 
opposition  to  the  meteures  of  government,  but  on 
some  pretence  had  refused  to  attend   the  deputy  in 
his  military  progress.     Grey  resolved  to  interpret 
this  refusal  in  the  most  oflfensive  manner,  treated 
them  as  revolters,  and  detached  a  body  of  troops  to 
ravage  their  demesnes.     Their  mutual  complaints MS-OVm. 
were  submitted  to  th^  throne,  and  the  cause  referred ^^^^^'** 
Vov  II,  Y  to 


170  HISTORY  OriRELAKD.  B.III. 

to  tlye  council  of  Ireland.  H^re  the  conteodinir 
parties  were  broug^kt  to  a  formal  reconciKattoti,  and 
pteparated  in  apparent  fiiendshipj  but  MlHh  al}  their 
mutual  animosities  Mill  rankhng  in  their  breaatSi 
The  Butlers  in  particular  waited  but  the  favorable 
moment  for  eKecuting  their  revenge;  and,  in  this 
their  enmity  to  the  governor,  had  the  address  to 
finite  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  Allen  master  oi 
the  rollsj  and  other  men  of  power.  The  party  was 
still  further  strengthened  by  numbers  of  the  friends 
of  Rome,  who  had  conceived  implacable  rebutment 
from  the  zeal  of  the  lord  deputy,  in  l^moving  and 
destrovin|g^  the  instrutnents  of  superstition^  and 
what  tney  called  the  demolition  of  their  churches. 
80  that  the  faithful  services  of  lord  Leonard  Grey 
pould  not  preserve  him  from  that  popular  odium 
which  his  vigilant  and  powerful  enemies  found  vari* 
ous  opoasions  of  exciting  and  enflaming. 
A-  ^*  Iv  the  mean  time^  his  government  was  threatened 
▲1^  with  new  inquietudes  from  religious  controversy. 
B^D«.  Archbishop  Browne^  the  great  agent  of  the  Irish 
lifltty  '  Refopmation,  found  the  utmost  oifSculty  even  in 
the  seat  of  government^  to  counteract  the  secret 

{practices  of  Cromer  and  his  party.  They  clergy  of 
lis  cathedrals  opposed  his  attempt  to  remove  their 
images  and  reliques^  and  had  sent  a  special  emissary 
to  Rome,  to  express  their  devotion  to  the  holy 
father,  and  to  implore  his  interposition^  in  tepport 
pf  his  spiritual  authority  in  Ireland.  80  ignorant 
^ere  the  Romish  partizans  of  the  inflexiUe  and 
determined  spirit  of^  |(ing  Henry^  that  they  address* 
fd  themselves  to  the  duKe  of  Pforfotk^  and  hoped^ 
\}y  h}9  mediation^  to  divert  the  king  from  lus 
scheme  pf  flefo^mation  in  Ireland,  peveral  in-i 
cumbents  of  the  diopese  of  Dublin  chose  to  resign 
llleic  beqeiqesj  vather  than  acknowledge  the  |cifig*s 
(upremacy/  And  ^o  formidable,  or  at  least  sq  ^nr 
$iderable  was  this  party,  that  the  prelate  would  no^ 
venture  to  fill  up  their  benefices  until  he  liad  cw^ 
BV(lt^  jiis  patron^  lofd  Croiqwel    ffe  ftbeated  his 
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eonplaiiita  to  thi^  minirter  of  the  dtfficuUies  lie 
eaipefienGed  from  the  ignorance  and  obstinacy  of 
tbeclergy>  with  an  inainuation  that  he  was  not  as 
strenuously  supported  by  the  governor,  as  the  cri- 
tical occasion  required.  In  one  of  his  letters  be 
rentures  yet  further.  ''  The  vice-roy/'  saith  be^ 
''  is  of  little  or  no  power  with  the  old  natives;^ 
^'  tberafore  your  kmlship  will  expect  of  me  no 
''  more  than  I  am  able."  But  above  all  things^ 
he  expresses  bis  apprehensions  of  the  agents  from 
Bome,  and  their  dangerous  influence.  Ever  since 
th^  iirst  settbment  of  the  English  in  Ireland^  th0 
old  natives,  he  declares,  have  always  been  desirous 
of  some  foreign  power  to  support  and  govern  them ; 
-and  now^  both  English  and  Irish,  sacrifice  their  pri** 
Tate  quarrels  to  the  cause  of  religion,  and  seem  on 
tba  point  of  forming  a  dangerous  coufederacy,  which 
aome  foreigoer  may  be  soon  invited  to  lead  against 
the  English  government. 

Nor  were  the  fears  of  tliis  zealous  prelate  entire- 
ly groundless.    It  was  immediately  discovered  that 
a  privftte  commission  had  arrived  from  Rome  to 
Cromer  and  his  associates,  enjoining  them  to  perse- 
vere boldly  in  support  of  the  papal  authority.   They  Abp. 
were  empowered  to  absolve  tnose  from  their  oatb>  ^ro^^^>>* 
who  had  been  persuaded  to  acknowledge  the  king^s^^^ 
supremacy ;  and  directed  to  command  them,  under 
the  penalty  of  the  severesjt  ecclesiastical  censures,  to 
make  confession  of  their  guilt  within  forty  days ; 
and  to  make  4  new  engagement,  composed  with 

great  solemnity,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  th^ 
olysee^  to  oppose  heretics,  Xo  resist  their  edictf, 
issued  against  the  church  of  Rome,  and  to  declare 
all  tho^e  accurst  who  shall  ho}d  any  power,  either 
ecclesiai^tical  or  civile  superior  to  that  of  the  holy 
mother  church. 

Whiw  thp  head  of  the  Northern  clergy  em- 
ployed all  his  jnQuence  in  discharge  of  this  commit: 
jiion>  the  agents  of  Roipe  were  eoually  assiduous  ii^  • 

m^tivg  the  Usb  cbiefiiwiis  of  tue  North  to  take 

arms 
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arms  in  defence  of  the  ancient  rdi^on.  A  Fran- 
ciscan friar,  employed  for  this  purpose,  ^ras  detected 
and  seized,  in  Dublin,  with  all  his  papers,  which 
fully  proved  his  treasonable  intent.  The  deputy 
was  at  first  contented  with  exposing^  him  on  a  pillo- 
ry,  and  confining  him  in  prison;  but  on  communi* 
eating  the  incident  to  lord  Cromwel,  was  directed 
to  send  him  prisoner  into  England.  The  wretched 
man  considered .  this  as  a  sentence  of  death  ;  and 
terrified  probably  with  dreadful  representations  of 
the  king's  cruelty^  and  the  tortures  prepared  for 
him,  in  an  agony  of  horror  and  distraction^  put 
an  end  to  his  own  life.  The  most  obnoxious  and 
alarming  of  his  papers^  was  a  letter  written  by  the 
bishop  of  M etz,  in  the  name  of  the  council  of  car- 
dinals, to  O'Nial ;  exciting  him  to  draw  tlie  sword 
against  the  heretical  opposers  of  the  pope.  It  was 
conceived  in  the  following  terms  of  absurdity  and 
folly.     • 

''  My  son  O'Nial 

''  1  HOU  and  thy  fathers  were  ever  faithful 
'^  to  the  mother  church  of  Rome.  His  holiness 
"  Paul,  the  present  pope,  and  his  council  of  holy 
'^  lathers,'  have  lately  round  an  ancient  prophecy 
*'  of  one  Saint  Lazerianus,  an  Irish  archbishop 
"  of  Cashel.  It  saith^  that  the  church  of  Rome 
''  shall  surely  fall  when  the  catholic  faith  is  once 
"  overthrown  in  Ireland.  Therefore  for  the  glory 
"  of  the  mother  church,  the  honor  of  Saint  Peter, 
^^  and  your  own  security,  suppress  heresy,  and 
"  oppose  the  enemies  of  his  holiness.  You  see, 
"  that  when  the  Roman  faith  perisheth  in  Ire- 
"  land,  the  see  of  Rome  is  fated  to  utter  destruc- 
*'  tion.  The  council  of  cardinals,  have  therefore 
'''.  thought  it  necessary  to  animate  the  people  of  the 
"  Holy  Island  in  this  pious  cause :  being  assured 
''  that  while  the  mother  church  hath  sons  of  such 
^'  worth  as  you,  and  those  who  shall  unite  with 

^  ''  you. 
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'^  you^  she  shall  not  fallj  but  preYail  for  ever^  ii^ 
"  some  degree  at  leasts  in  Britain.  Having  thus 
''  obeyed  the  order  of  the  sacred  council^  we  recom- 
"  mend  your  princely  person  to  the  protection  of 
"  the  Holy  Trinity^  of  the  blessed  Virgin^  of  Saint 
''  Peter^  Saint  Paul^  and  all  the  Host  of  Heaven. 
"  Amen/' 

But  the  detection  of  this  unhappy  iriar  vras  of 
little  consequence.     The  emissaries  of  Rome  were 
numerous^  as  well  as  vigilant ;  nor  did  they  want 
their  ancient  prophecies^  and  such  like  futile  means 
of  seduction^  accommodated  to  the  ignorance  and    , 
vanity  of  O'Niai.     He  readily  yielded  to  the  flat- 
tering persuasion^  that  the  defence  of  the  holy  church 
resAra  solely  on   his  invincible  arm^  and   eagerly 
embraced  the  occasion  of  resuming  the  ancient  con- 
sequence of  his  family.     The  clergy  flew  through 
the  whole  Northern  province^  harangued  the  Irish 
chieftains^  enflamed  their  zeal^  and  conjured  and 
commanded  them  to  unite  in  the  glorious  cause  of 
religion.     A  confederacy  was  thus  quickly  formed 
for  the  suppression  of  heresy;    and  the  pride  of 
O'Niai  was  still  more  enflamed  by  his  appearing 
once  again  at  the  head  of  his  associate  chieftains^ 
the  acknowledged  lord  and  leader  of  the  Northern 
Irish.     He  declared  war  against  the  invaders  of  the  A.  D. 
papal  rights^  led  his  forces  through  the  territories^^^?- 
of  Meath^  denouncing '  the  terrors  of  his  princely  ^'"  ' 
vengeance  against  all  the  enemies  of  religion,  and 
committing   various   excesses   without    control   or 
resistance ;  and  advancing  to  Tarah^  he  reviewed  his 
troops^  with  an  ostentatiousdisplay  of  their  numbers 
and  prowess.     But  these  champions  of  the  church  ^ 
exhausted  all  their  zeal  in  this  vain-glorious  defiance 
of  English  government.     Instead  of  proceeding  in 
any  well-concerted  scheme  of  hostilities,  they  seemed 
contented  with  the  havock  they  had  made^  and  the 
prey  they  had  collected,  and  marched  back  in  trfc- 
Hniph  towards  4heir  own  settlements.  ^ 

The 
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BunilL  Tms  lowi  deputy  had  fbretaen  Ibe  9t0riii;  and 
although  he  had  not  force  raflicient  to  prevent  tliis 
inTasioa^  he  now  colLecled  hia  troops,  and  was  pre- 
pared to  repel  it.  The  citizens  of  Dublin  and  of 
Dro^^heda  had  zealously  attended  his  standard ;  and 
at  his  instances  Sir  William  Brereton  had  been  dis- 
patched from  England  with  a  small  troop  collected 
m  Cheshire,  a  remforcement  highly  acceptable  in 
the  present  emergency.  And.  so  zealons  was  this 
knight  for  his  master's  service,  that  although  he  had 
(he  misfortune  to  fracture  his  thigh,  as  he  was  exer* 
cising  bb  men  upon  the  Enrlisb  shore,  he  ^et  insist- 
ed on  being  raised  by  puUies  into  his  ship,  rather 
than  give  1&  least  delay  to  the  embarkation.  The 
insolence  and  perfidy  of  the  ncNrthem  insurrection 
provoked  the  niends  of  eovemment;  the  sudden 
retreat  af  O'Nial  revived  ue  courage  even  of  those 
who  bad  been  most  alarmed ;  the  deputv  had  leam<- 
ed,  by  experience,  the  importance  or  vigorously 
pressing  on  the  Irish  insurgents,  and  pursuing  them 
to  their  most  distant  retreats:  He  boldly  fed  hit 
fences  in  pursuit  of  the  invaders ;  and,  by  forced 
marches,  arrived  at  a  place  called  Bellaboe,  on  the 
borders  of  Meath,  where  a  considerable  party, 
detached  from  the  Irish  army,  maintained  an  ad* 
vantageous  post,  with  a  river  in  their  front,  and  were 
prepared  to  oppose  his  passa^.  Their  appearance 
was  formidable ;  but  the  spirits  of  the  English  were 
elevated  and  deterraiued.  The  annalists  who  lived 
nearest  to  this  oeriod,  dwell  on  every  circumstance 
of  the  attack :  tney  tell  us  of  the  bravery  of  Flem« 
ing,  haDon  of  Slaiie,  who  requested  to  have  the 
glory  of  leading  the  vanguard,  of  the  shameful 
timidity  of  his  standard -Marer  who  refused  to  at- 
tend faun,  of  the  gallantry  pf  that  officer  who  desired 
to  supply  Ins  .place,  of  the  glorious  igsiU  of  Mabe, 
li  VAliant  Meathian,  who  became  the  victim  of  his 
own  ardor,  in  forcing  a  passage  through  the  river. 
Nor  do  thev  ffive  less  honor  to  the  valor  and  acti- 
vity of  lord  Leonard  Grey,  who,  on  iMs  critical 
pccasion^  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  attention  and 

courtesy 
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eottitesy  to  his  soldiers.    HThe  attack  waa  T{goroii% 
and  the.  resistance  of  the  Irish  for  some  lime  obsti- 
nate.    But  stiil  prosed  by  the  number  and  valor 
of  their  assailants^  unsupported  by  their  associates^ 
and  dispirited  by  the  fall  of  their  commander,  they 
ivere  at  length  oroken,  and  flying^  in  dismay,  com* 
municated  the  panic  to  the  main  body,  which  lay  at 
some  distancCi  with  an  apparent  indifference  to  the 
danger  of  their  companions,  arising  from  a  want  of 
cordial  union  and  due  subordination  among  the  Irish 
septs.     In  an  instant  the  whole  fbrmidiuble  body 
dispersed,  and  fled  precipitately  to  their  different 
haunts.    So  rapid  was  their  .fligfalt,  that  four  hundred 
only  were  slain,  in  a  battle  obstinately  maintained, 
and  a  pursuit  ending  only  with  the  day. 

Thb  victory  of  Bellaboe,  which  broke  the  powerStaniL 
of  the  Northern  Irish,  and  struck  the  most  turbu- 
lent chieftains  with  a  violent  and  lasting  terror, 
closed  the  services  of  lord  Leonard  Grey.    He  was 
immediately  recalled  to  England :   and  though  at 
first  graciously  received,  yet  the  malice  of  his  ene* 
mtes,  encouraged  by  his  rentoval  from  the  govern- 
ment,    pursued  hire  implacably    to    the    English 
court.      His  sudden  recal  wa9  probably  owing  to 
the  secret  practices  of  Ormond  and  his  partizans :. 
and  they  now  presented  themselves  before  the  kin^, 
with  various  articles  of  impeachment  against  his 
late  deputy  of  Ireland.    Among  other  points,  too 
frivolous  to  bear  recital,  he  was  charged  with  be- 
traying lord  Thomas  Fitz-Gerald  into  a  submission, 
by  a  promise  of  pardon,  which  he  was  neither  em«- 
powered  to  give,  nor  to  (iilfil,  and  this  with  a  clan* 
destine  purpose  of  destroying  him;   with  favoring 
the  escape  of  the  younger  brother  of  this  family, 
his  nephew  and  fitvoiite ;  with  oppression,  bribery, 
correspondence  with^  the  king's  enemies,  and  the 
siMirilegious  destruction  of  churches.      Witnessca* 
>i^ere  examfaied  in  Ireland  to  these  several  artides ; 
(H^yi  who  )wd  be^u  committed  to  t)ie  Tower,  wa^ 
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brought  to  bis  trial  for  high-treason.  He  might 
have  pointed  out  the  meanness  and  malignity  of  his 
accusers  in  several  of  the  articles  alleged  againt 
him.  If  he  coutd  not  deny^  he  might  at  least  have 
palliated  the  guilt  of  othei-s.  He  might  have 
pleaded  the  merit  of  his  services  against  any  incon- 
siderable or  accidental  errors  of  his  administration. 
But  he  Mras  unhappily  possessed  with  dreadful  ap« 
prehensions  of  the  kmg's  rigor  and  severity.  In- 
stead of  abiding  the  decision  of  his  tribunal,  he 
sought  mercy  by  an  abject  resignation  of  his  life 
mid  honor,  to  a  prince  incapable  of  mercy.  He 
pleaded  guilty  to  his  indictment^  and  was  beheaded 
on  a  scaffold. 

The  removal  of  this  unhappy  lord  gave  new 
courage  to  the  enemies  of  government  and  the  par- 
lizans  of  Rome.  The  Irish  chieftains  of  Ulster 
recovered  from  their  consternation,  and  once  more 
resolved  to  draw  the  sword  against  heresy.  Mor- 
rough  O'Brien,  a  lord  who  had  just  now  succeeded 
to  the  Irish  sovereignty  of  Thomond,  was  persuad- 
Ware.  ed  to  unite  with  them.  And  had  the  intervention 
of  the  clergy  been  employed  to  form  a  scheme 
of  assailing  X\\e  English  settlements  at  once  from 
different  quarters  orthe  island,    the  forces  of  go- 

•  vernment  might  have  been  fatally  distracted  by  two 
diff*erent  invasions.  But  these  schemes  of  insurrec* 
tion,  however  formidable  they  at  first  appeared, 
from  the  number  of  confederates,  had  moreofost 

•  tentation  than  real  force  j  and  whatever  were  the 
professed  objects  of  the  leaders,  those  of  their  ilU 
governed  followers  were  plunder  and  prey.     The 

'  Irish  chieftains  assembled  in  the  Western  part  of 
Meath,  and  prepared  for  another  desperate  irrup- 
tion. But  Sir  William  Brereton,  to  whom  Grey 
had  committed  the  rejns  of  government  on  his  de- 
parture, wisely  imitating  the  conduct  of  his  prede- 

•  cessor,  marched  out  with  such  alacrity,  and  such 
apparent  contempt  of  the  enemy,  as  at  once  con- 

"  founded  their  tumultuary   numbers.     Utterly  ap- 

m^lhd  t$^e  thought  of  encountering^  those  whose 

•      ,  valor 
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valor  had  but  just  now  been  severely  experienced^ 
they  shrunk  from  their  leaders,  and  fled  into  differ- 
ent woods  and  other  inaccessible  retreats. 

A  GENERAL  despoiidency   amon^  (he  disaffected 
Irish  was  the  natural  consequence  of  these  repeated 
disgraces;  and  the  cause  of  the  pope  grew  every 
day  more  and  more  desperate.     Numbers  of  mo- Arch, 
nasteries  were  resigned  into  the  king's  hands ;   andCath. 
even  the  refractory  prior  of  Christ-church,  in  Dub-^-®- 
lin,  lost  all  hopes  from  his  secret  practices  at  Rome,  j)"^* 
and  submitted  to  a  change  of  his  community  into 
that  of  a  dean  and  chapter.     Those  champions  of 
popery^  who  had  breathed  such  desperate  vengeance 
against  its  adversaries^  were  covered  with  shame  and 
dishonor;  and  several  of  the  most  active  insurgents 
became  solicitous  to  make  their  peace.     O'Brien  in 
particular  sought  to  atone  for  his  precipitate  revolt, 
by  a  submission.     Those  who  had  not  openly  en- 
gaged in  rebellion,  but  by  their  conduct  or  situati- 
on were  suspected,  appeared  earnest  to  express  their 
attachnnent  to  the  crown,  whose  administration  in 
Ireland  was  become  respectable  and  formidable.  The  Cox,  ex  . 
earl  of  Desmond  renounced  the  fantastical  privileges^^sa 
claimed  by  his  familv ;   consented  to  obey  the  writs     "*  •   . 
of  summons  to  parliament;   abjured  the  authority 
of  the  pope ;  resigned   his  favorite   son   into  ,  the 
hands   of  the  lord  deputy,  to  be  educated  in  the 
English  manner ;  and  eno^aged  to  perform  the  same 
services  to  government  with  the  earl  of  Ormond,  or 
any  other  of  the  most  distinguished  subjects  of  the 
crown.     Some  other  lords  of  the  English  race,  who 
had  been  estranged  from  the  ipnglish  interest,   fol- 
lowed this  example,   and   returned   to  their  allegi- 
ance:    So  that  Sir  Anthony  Saiiitleger,  to  whom 
the  king  had  entnisted  the  administration  of  his  go-    • 
vemment,  assumed  his  charge  at  a  period, which 
afforded  the  fairest  presages  of  tranquillity  and  pub- 
lic happiness. 
Vol  11.  Z  To 
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To  second  the  dispositions  of  the  Irish,  apparent- 
ly so  favorable  to  peace,   and  to  gire  weight  and 
.  brilliancy  to  the  English  government,   it  was  resolv- 
ed to  change  the  style  of  Lord  of  Ireland,    with 
which  the  crown  of  England  had  hitherto  been  con- 
tented, to  that  of  King.     Politics,   next  la  religion, 
was  now  the  favorite  object  of  refined  and  specula- 
tive men.     The  commotions  of  Ireland  had  prompt- 
ed them  to  devise  various  i-emedies  for  its  disorders ; 
and,   among  other  particulars,  the  force  with  which 
names  and  titles  operate  upon  the  vulgar,   and  in- 
experienced, were  duly  weighed.     It  was  resolved 
hi   the  English  cabinet,   that  an   Irish  parlianaent 
should  confer  the  title  of  King  of  Ireland    upon 
Rymtn    Henry  and  his  heirs.     Saintleger  was  commissioned 
to  summon  this  parliament,  in  which  it  was  imme- 
diately enacted,  that,   forasmuch  as  the  king  and 
his  progenitors  ever  rightfully  enjoyed  all  authority 
royal,  by  the  name  of  lords  of  Ireland,  but  for  lack 
Ir.Sbt:    of  the  title  of  kin^  had  not  been  duly  obeyed,   his 
VIII*       highness  and  his  neirs  for  ever  shall  have  the  style 
and  honor  of  King  of  Ireland/  and  that  it  should 
be  deemed  high-treason  to  impeach  this  title^  or  to 
A.  D.       opf>ose  the  royal  authority.    The  act  was  announced 
154K      ^jjij^  jj^  utmost  joy  and  solemnity,     as   an    event 
^    higlily  interesting  to  the  people^  and  honorable  to^ 
the  sovereign.*  This 

*  The  (bnbwing  ig  th^  from  of  theproclamstkm  made  on  this  oooBsion. 

**  Forasmuch  as  die  hearts  oPall  godly,  natural,  reasonable,  and  civil 
^  creatures,  be  kindled  with  love  and  joy,  when  tliey  hear  of  the  pros- 
**  perity,  triumph,  and  advancement  of  their  natural  sovereign  liege  lord, 
**  tionorable  asserabiy,  ye  shall  understand,  that  the  tiiumph  shewed 
**  here  this  day,  i&doB&priacipally  to  give  thanks  to  God,  for  bia  great 
**  benefits  shewed  to  our  noble  and  victorious  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
.  **  and  to  deliver  our  own  dadness  and  joy  that  his  majesty  is  now,  as 
**  he  hath  always  of  right  been,  acknowledged  by  the  nobility  and  com- 
**  monsof  this  bis  realm  of  Ireland,  to  be  King  of  the  same,  and  he  and 
**  his  heirs  to  be  named,  reputed,,  M&d  taken  for  evermore  Kingfr  of  I  re* 
*'  land,  most  worthy  under  Qod.  And  for  manifestation,  partly  of  the 
•<  gladness  of  the  liability  here  asBsmbfed,  itia  agrwd  by  the  king's 

'*  deputy 
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This  ordinanee  wa«  undoubtedly  deriaed  witl^ 
flufficieot  judgment,  and  good  policy^  yet  it  seema 
not  reasonable  to  assign  it  as  the  sole  cause  of  that 
general  submission  ot  the  revolters  whieh  immedi^ 
ately  ensued.  The  English  annalists  confine  them- 
aelVes  to  those  events  which  affected  the  government 
of  Ireland ;  the  Irish  crudely  detail  the  incidents  of 
particular  districts^  of  little  moment  in  themselves^ 
and  very  imperfectly  explained.  Were  we  inform* 
ed  of  the  compacts^  transactions^  jealousies^  contests^ 
and  mutual  complaints  of  the  Irish  chieftains,  t\\e 
pride  of  some^  the  treachery  of  others,  andtfad 
operation  of  all  those  passions,  which  break  out 
with  greatest  violence  among  the  uncivilized,  we 
might  possibly  find  their  conduct  not  to  have  been 
the  pure  effbct  of  terror,  fickleness,  or  duplicity; 
we  might  find  their  great  leaders  contending  in  a 
cause  whieh  they  deemed  rightful  and  laudable,  not 
only  with  the  forces  of  their  enemies,  but  the  in* 
tractable  dispositions  of  associates,  and  the  mutinous 
turbulence  of  inferiors;  deceived  by  &lse  assure 
ances,  and  wearied  by  disappcHntment;  their  confi- 
dence abused,  and  their  resentments  irritated ;  so 
that  the  despair  of  some,  and  the  revenge  of  othersy 
the  sense  or  injury,  and  the  fear  of  treachery,  with 
other  latent  motives  might  have  conspired  to  break 
a  confederacy  which  but  now  appeared  so  ft>rmida«- 
ble.    At  present  we  are  only  informed  that  O'Nial 

made 


"  dq>iii¥»  and  the  lords  gpiritital  apd  temporal,  ud  the  oommonB  air 
'*  seinbMNl  in  this  parliameDt,  that  all  prisoners  of  whatever  estate, 
'*  degree,  or  condition,  however  they  be  detained  for  murder,  felony, 
**'  or  other  oflboee,  which  the  said  lord  deputy  mav  pardon  (trec»on, 
**  wilfid  mu^er,  rape^  and  debt,  only  except^)  shaU  be  dearly  deli* 
"  verad  out  of  prison* or  prisons,  though  herein  they  may  or  any  of 
'*  them  be  detained,  and  all  such  prisoners  as  so  shall  be  delivered  shall 
'*  have  their  pardons  frank  and  free,  rec^uiring  the  same  accordingly. 
^  And  Clod  save  the  king's  majesty,  king  Henry  the  eighth,  king  of 
**  England,  Ir^aod,  and  France,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  in  eartb 
*^  supreme  hwi  of  Ae  church  of  Bngbind  and  Ireland." 
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madeliifi-peace^  by  the  fullest  renunciation  of  ifie 
papal  authority^  and  submission  to  the  throne :  and 
his  example  f^as  immediately  followed  by  numbers 
of  the  Northern  chieftains.  Fi-om  Connaught, 
fi'om  Meath,  from  Munster,  all  the  most  turbulent 
Irish  lords,  all  those  of  the  old  English  race,  who 
had  adopted  Irish  manners^  and  *  lived  forages  in  a 
state  of  independence,  vied  with  each  other  in.  the 
most  zealous  professions  of  reconciliation  to  the 
king's  government,  and  executed  their  indentures 

Ware,  in  Uie  amplest  forms  of  submission.  The  earl  of 
Desmond  was  seen  attending  in  parliament,  and  act- 
ing in  his  proper  character  of  a  peer  of  the  realm  ; 
and  probaniy  his  example  had  some  influence  upon 
his  great  neiglibours  of  the  South.  The  graces 
shewn  to  some  loyal  Irish,  and  some  English  sub- 
jects were  also  not  without  effect,  f  Peerages  and 
promotions  were  granted  with  unusual  favor;  and 
it  was  declared  in  parliament  to  be  the  king's  inten- 
tion to  confer  still  more.  They,  who  hoped  to 
obtain,  ^ere  zealous  to  deserve  such  honors.  It 
grew  fashionable  to  affect  a  zeal  for  government ; 
the  power  and  the  clemency  of  the  king  were  every 
where  industriously  echoed  ;  so  that  various  mo- 
tives, and  various  causes,  conspired  to  swell  the 
numbers  of  those  who  crowded  from  all  quarters  to 
receive  law  from  the  throne. 

Davia.  The  deputy  had  no\y  only  to   concert  measures 

for  governing  the  new  subjects.  In  Mimster  and 
Connaught,  which  had  formerly  been  divided  intq 
shires,  and  inhabited  in  a  great  part  by  English  set- 
tlers, but  where  the  laws  of  England  had  been  dis- 
used for  two  hundred  year^  the  authority  of  go- 
vernment was  imm^iately  exerted.  Some  ordi7 
nances  of  state  were  made  by  parliament  for  the 

regu-* 

^  +  Edmund  Butler  was  created  baron  of  Dunboyne,  Bernard  Fitz- 
Patrick,  baron  of  Upper-Ossory.  Sir  Oliver  PJunket,'  baron  of  Louth. 
William  Bermingham,  baron  of  Carbry.  Hawson,  late  prior  of  KiU 
jnaiubam,  visoount  ClontarfiK^.  Thomas  Eusttace,  viscount  Baltinglak^ 


Cox. 


CH.r.  HBNlty    YtIL  181 

ragulation  of  these  districts^  not  entirdy  conso-r 
nant  to  the  English  law,  but  such  ^  might  tend  to 
the  gradual  Fe^rmation  of  those,  who,  (fis  the  pre* 
amble  of  the^e  ordinances  express  it)  ''  werf^  not  so 
''  perfectly  acquainted  wjth  the  laws,  that  they 
''  could  at  once  live  ^nd  be  governed  by  them." 
And  although  no  attempts  were  as  yet  made  to  in* 
troduce  any  new  system  of  jurisprudepce  into  other 
quarters  ot  the  island,  yet  a  number  of  cpmmissi- 
oners  were  appointed  for  each  province,  who  wert 
to  exercise  the  officp  of  the  antient  Brehqns,  to  hear 
and  decide  occasional'  controversies,  or  to  refer  then) 
to  the  deputy  and  council,  where  the  cause  \yas 
perplexed  or  t)ie  parties  obstinate.    At  the  sam^ 

tijne. 


t  Of  these  the  most  material  were, 
That  Henry  should  be  acknowledged  king  of  Ireland. 
That  bishops  should  be  allowed  to  exercise  their  jarisdiction. 
That  laymen  and  boys  should  not  be  admitted  to  ecclesiasrieal  i 
ferments.     (Whicl^  last  ordioanpes  shew  thp  niisprable  4X>Hditioa  ot  the 
church  of  Ireland  at  this  period.) 

That  murder  and  robbery  be  punished  by  a  fine,  half  of  which 
shoidd  be  paid  to  the  king,  and  half  to  the  ohieftain  of  the  district 
But  ^ 

^     That  rape  and  wilful  murder  be  punished  i^apitally. 

That  no  Coyne  or  Livery  be  taken,  except  by  command  of  the  de- 
puty; but  that  nevertheless  ^e  captain  of  the  dintiict  must  have  his 
usual  contribution. 
That  idle  followers  and  retainers  be  discourfiged. 
That  noblemen  be  allowed  no  more  than  twenty  cubits,  qr  bandies  of 
linen  in  their  shirts.  And  tliat  inferior  persons  be  proportianably  con- 
fined in  this  article  of  Irish  magnificence. 

That  none  be  allowed  to  dye  their  shirty  with  saffron  aocording  to 
the  custom  of  the  old  natjves,  op  pain  of  twenty  shilling9,  to  be  levied 
on  the  offender. 

That  tythes  be  di^ly  paid,  and  no  molestation  given  to  any  ecclesr- 
aslical  officers. 

That  those,  into  yrhose  ooi^ntry  a  theft  is  traced,  must  trace  it  tl^enc^ 
or  make  restitution. 

That  the  earl  of  Qrmond,  in  the  counties  of  Waterford,  Tipperary^ 
and  Kilkenny,  and  (he  earl  of  Desmond  in  the  rest  of  Munster,  be 
6<iardian8  and  executors  of  the^e  ordinances,  with  the  assistance  of  t^ 
ychbisljop  of  Cashel. 
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time,  and  for  the  same  purpose  of  introdneing  ttie 
first  be^^nning^  of  freeoora  and  civility  among  the 
Irish  districts^  it  became  a  favorite  object  of  the 
policy  of  English  government^  to  break  the  depen- 
dences of  inferior  chieftains  and  their  sepls.  They 
were  encouraged  to  submit  their  complaints  of  in* 
jury  and  oppression  to  the  lord  deputy^  to  resort  to 
his  government  as  their  certain  resource ;  they  were 
tanght  to  depend  only  on  the  king,  and  assured  that 
their  most  effectual  defence  and  protection  would  l>e 
ever  foimd  in  his  equity,  and  their  own  faithful  and 
peaceable  attachment. 

Hburt,  who  regarded  this  progress  in  the  refor- 
mation of  Ireland  as  the  effect  of  his  own  wisdom 
and  policy,  was  still  further  flattered  by  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  most  distinguished  of  his  new  Irish 
subjects  at  the  court  of  England.     The  lord  deputy 
had  been  instructed  to  persuade  them  to  confer  per- 
sonally with  the  king,  as  the  most  effectual  means 
Payia.      of  conciliating  their  reverence  and  affection^    The 
CojE,       earl  of  Desmond  presented  himself  before  his  sove* 
reiopn,  and  renewed   his  declarations  of  obedience 
and  loyalty.       He  was  received   with   favor,   and 
dismissed  with  an  order  to  be  admitted  into  the  Irisli 
council.  -  Uliac  De  Burgo,  known  by  the  name  of 
]Vfac-WilIiamj  lord  of  an  extensive  district  in  Con- 
naught,  which  his  family  had  long  maintained  inr 
dependent  of  the  English  government,  was  also  re- 
ceived by  the  king  with  every  mark  of  reconciliati** 
on,  and  the  honor  due  to  his  noble  descent.     He 
was  accompanied  by  Murrough  O'Brien,  head  of 
the  royal  house  of  Thomond,  whose  submissions 
Hjrroer,    were  accepted  with  equal  grace,     The  former  re- 
V<J' *'^-  ceived  the  titles  of  earl  of  Clanricarde  and  baron  of 
g|)Q    '     Dunkellen ;  the  latter  was  created  earl  of  Thomond 
and  bason  of  Inchequin.     His  son  Connor,  to  whom 
the  eaiidom  was  limited,  by  another  patent  was 
created  bfuron  of  Ibracken. 

T«B81 
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Thcsc  and  other  lords  bad  been  particularly  en-A.D. 
couraged  to  repair  to  the  court  of  England,  by  the*^*- 
exannple  of   O'Nial,    and  the  attention  paid  to  a 
chieftain  whose  femily  had  for  ages  maintained  the 
part  of  sovereign  pnnces,  and  proved  no  inconsi- 
derable rivals  to  the  English  power.     He  had  at* 
tended  on  the  king^   and  repeated  his  submissions 
and  eng'agements.     He  consented  to  renounce  the 
style  and  name  of  O'Nial,  and  promised  for  himself, 
his  family,  and  followers,  to  assume  the  English  ha-Rymec, 
bit  and  language,  to  conform  to  English  manners.  Vol  xv. 
and  to  obey  the  English  law.     His  overtures  wereP-  ^* 
receiYCH]  with  peculiar  marks  of  favor.     He  was 
created    a  peer  of  the  realm  of  Ii^land  by  the  title 
of  earl  of  Tyrowen ;  and  by  the  same  patent,  his 
son  Matthew,  to  whom  the  earldom  was  to  descend, 
was  created  baron  of  Dungannon.     The  honor  of 
knighthood  was  conferred  on  two  gentlemen  of  his 
retinue ;   and  another  of  his  attendants,  a  clergy- 
man,   who  had  been  appointed  by  the  pope  to  th^ 
bishopric  of  Clogher,    on  resigning  his  bulls,  and 
renouncing  the  authority  of  Rome,   was  confirmed 
in  his  see.     Presents  were  given  to  all ;  and  a  chain 
of  gold,   received  by  the  new  earl  from  the  king's 
hand,  confirmed  and  perfected  the  reconciliation. 

These  lords,    thus  constituted  peers  of  parlia- 
nient  and  members  of  the  Irish  council,  were  to  be 
allured  to'  an  intercourse  with  the  king's  servants, 
and  habituated  to  an  attendance  on  the  state,  so  as 
to  preserve  their  attachment,  and  to  reconcile  them 
to  English  government.     For  this  purpose,  the  king  Wai«u 
now  granted   to  each  of  the  new  earls  a  house  and 
lands  near  Dublin,  for  their  more  convenient  at- 
tendance on  the  deputy  and  parliament.     All  their 
hereditary  possessions  were  confirmed  to  them  by- 
patent,   to  be  held  of  the  king  by  military  service. 
But  as  Henry  was  entirely  directed  in  these  graces  Rot  C^a, 
by  his  Irish  ministers,  and  as  they  had  not  ventured  ^i^-  '^ 
^  to  advise  sudi  grants  to  be  made  to  the  ioferior^*  ^™* 
ekieftainSj  th^se  were  still  left  in  that  state  of  de- 

jpendence 
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pend^nce  on  their  more  powerful  neighbours,  from 
which  it  was  the  professed  intention  of  government 
to  relieve    them.     They  were  left  to  their  former 
tenures  and  to  defend  their  possessions  as  they  might. 
Hence  the  old  Irish  vassalage,   that  source  of  local 
contests  and  disorders,   and  the  Brehon  jurisdiction 
accommodated  to  this  state,  were  in  effect  still  con- 
jjavia.      tinued.      So  little  did  the  new-created  earls  appre- 
hend that  their  present  engagements  should  produce 
any  essential  regulation  of  tlieir  territories,  that  they 
still  governed  their  followers  by  the  usual  course  of 
Brehon  law.     Any  other  system  of  jurisdiction  had 
either  been  totally  forgotten,   or  never  known  with- 
in their  territories.     And  such  was  the  timid  or  il- 
liberal policy  which  at  this  time  prevailed  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,   that  (he  peti- 
tions of  the  old  natives,  to  be  governed  by  the  Eng- 
Hsh  laws,  were  in  some  instances  neglected  or  de- 
^^^     nied.     The  chieftain   O'Byrne,  whose  sept  had  for 
many  ages  harassed  even  the  capital  of  the  king* 
dom,  but  who  had  lately  sworn  allegiance,  earnestly 
desired  that  his  territory  should  be  converted  into 
an  English  county  by  the  name  of  Wicklow ;   but 
could  not  by  the  merit  of  his  submission  obtain  at- 
tention to  a  request,  apparently  so  reasonable.     A 
Rot.CaD.  proposition  made  for  converting  the  Annaly,   pos- 
^*^-^,,  sessed  by  an  Irish  chieftain  called  O'Ferghal,  into 
^*        shire-land    met  the  same  fate,    although  the  kuig 
had  been  consulted,  and  declared  his  acquiescence. 
If.  Stat.    The  only  new  arrangement  which  the  deputy  and 
vrn^r  parliament  ventured  to  establish,  was  that  of  the 
J  division  of  Meath  into  two  counties,  the  Eastern  and 

Western. 
A.D.  From  these  cireumstances  we  may  judge  what 

^^^^-  degree  of  real  and  solid  advantage  was  derived  from 
the  present  general  submission  of  the  Irish  chief- 
tains, with  all  the  pomp  and  brilliancy  of  its  exte- 
rior appearance.  In  Munster,  which  had  once 
been  di\ided  into  counties^  aod  governed  in  a  great 

Iiart 
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part  by  English  law^  the  people  corilitiued  io^norant 
aiul  refi'BCtory.  So  that  no  justice  as  yet  dared  to 
execute  hi.s  commission  arnon^  them.  In  Con- 
naughty  in  Ulster,  and  a  considerable  part  of  Lein- 
8ter,  the  inhabitants  were  entirely  abandoned  to  the 
Irish  polity.  Acts  of  state,  or  laws  of  parliament, 
might  be  ordained,  implying  a  dominion  over  the 
territories  of  those  great  loixis  who  had. submitted  ; 
but  government  was  still  too  weak  or  too  cautious 
to  attempt  the  execution  of  tliem.  Of  this  Sir  John 
Davis  mentions  a  notable  instance.  ''  The  abbiesDaris 
"  and  religious  houses  in  Tirone,  Tirconnel,  and^»sco"» 
''  Fermanagh/'  saith  he,  "  though  they  wereg^^j^l^l^ 
"  dissolved  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  Henry  the 
"  eighth,  were  never  surveied,  nor  reduced  into 
''  charge,  but  were  continually  possessed  by  the 
''  religious  persons:"  and  this  until  the  reign  of 
James  the  first. 

But  however  incffectnal  these  late  transactions 
were  to  the  vigorous  enforcement  and  general  ex- 
tension of  English  govei:nment,  yet  some  progress 
was  at  lenst  made  in  reformation  :  and  for  the  pre- 
sent an  unusual  degree  of  peace  seomed  to  have 
spread  through  the  Island.  Nor  could  the  practice  sSunih. 
of  Francis  the  first,  when  Henry  had  declared  war, 
and  was  preparing  to  invade  his  kingdom,  seduce 
the  Irish  into  a  revolt.  His  emissary  applied  to  the 
chieftain  of  Tirconnel,  whose  family  had  been  known 
both  in  France  and  Rome,    and  were  esteemed  of 

f:reat  influence  and  authority  in  Ireland.  But  the 
rish  lord  either  scrupled  to  violate  his  engagements, 
or  found  it  impracticable  to  form  any  confederacy 
in  favor  of  France.  On  the  other  hand,  Henry 
was  attended  to  Calais  by  a  considerable  bodv  of 
Irish  fprces,  who  distinguished  themselves  by  tlieir 
undaunted  spirit.  The  enemy  were  astonished  at 
seeing  them  traverse  the  country  with  an  agility  to 
which  they  had  been  trained  in  their  own  wars;  and 
were  terrified  at  the  ferocity  of  their  execution,  as 
Vol.  IL  2  A  well 
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well  aalhetr  intrepidKbr.  Again>  when  the  earl  of 
Lenox  had  been  called  from  France^  by  the  factions 
of  Scotland,  and  driven  by  his  dlfsappointmente  to 
sue  for  the  protectioa  of  Uie  king  of  Eueland^  Henry 
aent  him  inta  Ireland^  where  by  the  inmience  of  the 
lord  deputy,  he  procured  three  thousand  mea  to  at- 
4)end  him  oa  his  uruitless  expedition. 

Some  futile  contests,  between'  the  great  Irish 
chieftains  and  their  dependent  lords,  were  the  only 
remaining  cause  of  commotion ;  and  the  chief  enr- 
ployment  of  the  king's-  governor  was  to  <ximpose 
them  by  his  arbitration,  it  can  scarcely  be'^onote^, 
but  that  amidst  the  different  motives  whiek produced 
the  late  submissions,  many  were  solel^f  actuated  by 
terror,  and  still  retained  their  «version^  to  Henry 
and  his  government,  as  well  as  their  affection  for 
the  cause  of  Rome,  which  they  had  been  compelled 
to  renounce.  But  whatever  schemesof  iasurrection 
Aey  might  form,  mutual  suspicion  and  iKsimion 
preventra  their  eieet,  and  rendered  thmr  secret  dis- 
contents less  dangerous,  ^nd  so  outrageous  vfw 
the  spirit  of  loyaliy  in  other  puts  of  fa^and,  that 
Ware,  whenasonof  Fitz-Patrick,  bajtm  of  Upper- Ossory,. 
had  committed  tome  treasonable  offence,  he  was 
delivered  up  ta  public  jjustice  by  the  hands  of  his 
wrafiUher. 
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A. D.        1   HE  civil  affairs  of  Ireland,   during  the  reign 

^*^^-  of  Edward  the  sixth,  afford  little  matter  to  be 
recorded,  unless  we  were  to  copy  the  jejune  and 
frivolous  catilogue  of  petty  incidents  described  by 
the  Irish  annalists,  or  those  English  writei-s  who  have 
copied  their  minuteness.  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger, 
whose  administration  had  been  honorable  to  him- 
self, and  of  essential  service  to  the  crown,  was,^  as 
U!»ual,  exposed  tojealousies  and  discontent,  when  in 
the  latter  part  of  Henry's  reign,   a  suspension  of 

Ware,  hostilities  gave  leisure  for  factions  in  the  state.  The 
exhausted  condition  of  the  exchequer  had  tempted 
him  to  form  some  scheme  of  taxation,  which  Or- 
mond  and  his  partizans  strenuously  opposed,  as  ille- 
gal and  oppressive.  The  contest  grew  violent;  and, 
on  each  side,  was  attended  with  such  offensive  cir- 
cumstances as  afforded  ground  of  mutual  inipeach- 
ment.  Their  complaints  were  brought  before  the 
king ;  and,  by  his  mediation,  quieted  for  the  pre- 
sent; but  ended  finally  with  the  death  of  Ormond, 
who,  either  by  accident,  or  some  undiscoverablc 
treachery,  was  poisoned  at  a  feast  in  Ely-house, 
with  sixteen  persons  of  his  retinue.  Saintloger  was 
reinstated  in  his  government,  and  on  the  accession 
of  Edward  the  sixth,  confirmed  in  it.  The  seals  of 
Ireland  wore  committed  to  the  hands  of  an  En«jlish 
knight.  Sir  Richard  Read ;  as  Allen,  the  late  cnian- 
cellor,  had  appeared  so  culpable,  in  the  contests 
between  the  deputy  and  Ormond.  that  he  was  com- 

Rymer.  milted  prisoner  to  the  Fleet.  Ambn«j  other  .pro- 
motions, the  carl  of  Desmond  was  gratified  with  the 
title  of  lord  hi^h-treasurer,  an  appointment  which 
seems  to  have  been  merely  honorary,  and  not  at- 
tended with  any  trust  or  confidence  ;  for  his  name 
doth  not  appear  among  the  qew  privy-counsellors : 
and  in  the  first  year  of  this  reign,  we  find  the  royal 
commissions  and  instructions  addressed,  not  to  Dcs- 
•  pnond,  but  to  Brabazoii,  the  vice -treasurer,  with  the 
plhcr  officers  of  state. 
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The  death  of  the  late  king,  apd  the  8Ucc<>88ion 
of  his  infant  son,  the  schenieB  of  relig'ious  Refor* 
ination  formed  in  England^  and  destined  also  for 
Ireland^  the  turbulence  of  the  Irish  and  their  pre- 
cipitation in  takiug  arms  on  any  new  incidents  or 
revolutions,  were  circumstances  duly  weiijhed  in 
the  £n<»lish  council.  It  \% as  deemed  a  seasonable  W«m. 
and  necessary  provision  to  send  Beilin^hani^  a  brave 
and  experienced  commander,  w  ith  six  hundred  horse 
and  four  hundred  foot  to  the  support  of  Irish  go-^ 
vernment.  And  the  importance  of  this  reinforce- 
ment was  immediately  experienced ;  for  O'Moore, 
chieftain  of  Leix,  and  O'Connor  of  O'Pally,  on 
pretence  of  some  injuries  received,  had  drawn  the 
sword  and  spread  disorder  through  the  province  of 
Leinsler.  Bellingham  instantly  joined  the  lord  de- 
puty; and  little  difiiculty  was  found,  with  theii; 
\inited  forces,  in  dispersing  the  followers  of  these 
rebellious  lords.  So  terrible  was  the  English  power 
to  their  neighbours,  that  they  could  not  venture  to 
afford  them  even  the  least  supply  of  provisions  in 
I  heir  distress.  Their  lands  were  ravaged,  and  the  Aim. 
old  inhabitants  driven  out;  castles  were  erected  in fj^^ 
places  most  convenient  for  keeping  them  in  perpetu- • 
al  awe;  the  chiefs  themselves  were  proclaimed  trai- 
tors; and  thus  reduced  by  their  folly  to  the  condition 
of  desperate  fugitives. 

In  this  situation  we  are  informed  by  the  Irish  an-ibid. 
nalists^  that  some  English  officers,  who  had  disco- A.  D. 
vered  their  retreats,  proposed  to  make  their  peace.  ^^^^' 
)t  was  ir^sinuated  with  what  clemency  the  Irish  insur- 
gents in  the  late  rejgn  had  been  treated,  pn  their 
submissions;  what  mvors,  and  even   what  honors, 
they  had  received  at  the  court  of  England :  they 
were  advised  to  take  the  same  course,  which  they 
>vere  assured  would  be  attended  with  the  same  suc^ 
cess.    They  embraced  this  counsel,  submitted,  and 
consented  to  attend  Saintleger  into  England.     But 
here. the  only  favor  granted  was,  that  they  were 
not  brought  to  immediate  execution.    They  were 

com- 
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cofntnifted  to  prison,  thetr  lands  declared  forfeit^ 
and  granted 'to  those  by  whose  counsels  they  had 
surrendered.  O'Moore  soon  died  in  his  captivity; 
>  u  finikless  attempt  made  by  his  associate  to  escape^ 
only  served  to  render  his  confinement  the  stricter 
and  more  severe :  thus  the  new  proprietors  of  Leix 
and  C Pally  were  left  to  form  their  settlements  with 
less  interruption  or  control.  Those  kinsmen  or 
followers  of  the  Irish  chieftains  who  were  most  likely 
to  revive  their  claims,  were  persuaded  to  supply 
their  immediate  necessities^  by  repairing  to  England, 
and  engaging  in  the  king's,  army ;  and  the  forces 
of  Bellmffham  easily  intimidated  others,  or  chastised 
their  rash  attempts.    He  hiul   the  sole    honor  of 

Davis,  gaining  two  considerable  districts  to  the  English  ter- 
ritories, and  was  said  to  be  the  first,  for  several  ages, 
who  had  enlarged  the  bonders  of  the  pale. 

W«m.  Bellingh^m  received  for  his  reward  the  honor 

<lf  knighthood,  and  the  government  of  Ireland, 
which  he  exercised  for  some  time  in  a  perpetual  state 
of  agitation ;  guarding  against  attempts  to  inter- 
rupt tiis  new  settlements,  deciding  the  contests  of 
'  Irish  lords,  controling  their  oppressions,  and  eman- 
cipating their  inferiors  from  their  old  vassalage. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  obliged  to  contend  with 
ftictions  formed  against  him  by  the  great  subjects 
of  the  old  English  raee,  who  envied  his  power,  op 
were;  dissatisfied  with  his  administration.  While 
Sir  Francis  Bryan,  who  had  married  the  widow  of 
the  late  earl  of  Ormond,  and  during  the  minority 
of  her  son,  enjoyed  all  the  consequence  of  this 
great  fiimily,  made  the  most  unfavorable  represenr 
tations  of  the  deputy  and  his  conduct,  at  the  court 
of  England,  he  was  employed  in  a  ikithful  and  vi- 
gilant discliarge  of  his  commission^  and  a  wary  atf 
tention  to  the  interests  of  the  crown.  The  ft^iends 
of  Rome  still  continued  their  secret  practices,  and^ 
idarmed  at  the  prospect  of  further  innovations  in  the 
(ecclesiastical  system,  redoubled  their  assiduity ;  and 
^yeq  ia  fke  Engplisb  pale  were  but  too  suceessftil  in 

fomen- 
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(omentins  and  propagating  discontent.  Thej  had 
cootriYed  to  enflame  the  zeal  of  some  young  and 
inexperienced  lords  of  the  family  of  Fitz^ Eustace^ 
who  grew  impatient  ta  distinguish  themselws  as 
champions  of  the  churchy  and  found  means  to  in* 
Tolve  tbeir  father^  the  viscount  Baltinglass^  in  a  wild 
and  indigested  scheme  of  insurrection.  But  before 
they  could  proceed  to  any  outrageous  excesses^  tlie 
vigilance  and  activity  of  the  go\eniM  terrified  (hem 
from  their  puipose ;  and  stifled  a  flame,  which,  if 
neglected,  mignt  have  q>read  to  a  formidable  extent. 
The  offenders  were  readily  pardoned;  and,  by 
their  lenity,  reconciled  to  government*. 

The  same  liberal  policy  of  preventing,  instead  of 
punishing  the  guilt  of  rebellion,  Bellingham  is  said 
to  have  discovered  in  his  conduct  towards  the  earl 
of  Desmond.  On  the  accession  of  the  new  king.Hooiwr. 
this  lord  had  retired  to  his  limds,  and  there  began 
to  resume  his  former  course  of  rude  magniBcence 
and  independence.  The  deputy,  who  was  solicitous 
that  all  suspected  lords  should  reside  at  the  seat  of 
government,  under  his  immediate  and  constant  in- 
spection, summoned  Desmond  to  repair  to  Dublin ; 
and  on  his  refnsal,  pierced  unexpecte4Iy  into  Mun* 
ster  with  a  small  train,  and  sniprised  him  in  his 
house.  Some  gentle  and  conciliating  expostulations 
wrought  upon  the  earl:  he  was  conducted  to  Dub- 
hn^  where  he  consented  to  reside,  and  where  Belitng- 
ham  laboured  to  train  him  to  civility,  and  to  im-  * 
press  his  mind,  by  example  and  instrnction^  with  all 

the 


*  About  t^ia  tnne  k  appears  that  sdme  efbrts  were  madte  by  Heiuy 
tke  second  of  France  to  attach  the  Northern  Irish  to  his  interest,  and 
Id  engage  tiiem  in  an  insurrection  against  the  English  government. 
Montlnc,  bishop  of  Valeaoe,  was  sent  for  this  purpose  to  treat  with 
the  chiefiaiiisi^  Ulster^  CTNial,  Q'DooaeU  and  O'liou^herty,  receiv- 
ed his  overtures  favorably.  But  tlie  tranftaction  was^  not  attended  with 
any  effect  or  consequence.  Melvil,  who  accompanied  Monlluc,  pien* 
tioDs  some  ridiculom  circnnwtaiiees  of  the  conduct  of  this  prelate,  whicb 
Were  mere  noticedby  the  barbarous  Irish  tiiaa  the  purpose  of  his  n»* 
fodatioQ.  «. 
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the  duties  of  social  and  political  life.  This  method 
jo(  forming  a  loyal  subject  and  a  good  citizen  had 
its  full  enect  upon  the  earl.  Touched  with  the 
hap|>y  chsyige  in  his  condition,  he  adhered  to  the 
precepts  he  had  received,  and  expressed  his  grati- 
tude in  daily  prayei-s  for  Ins  benefactor^  by  Ihe  name 
of  ihe  good  Bellingham. 

The  clamors  and  insinuations  of  his  enehiies 
deprived  the  khigdom  of  the  services  of  this  active 
governor;  and  on  the  sudden  death  of  Sir  Francis 
^^  Bryan  his  innnediate  successor^  Brabazon  was  chosen 
deputy  by  the  council,  and  proceeded  for  8onie 
time  in  the  usual  course  of  i|uietin<^  the  discontent* 
cd,  and  reconciling  disaffected  cMiieftains^  >%hose 
pnde  or  injuries  had  prompted  them  to  some  hostile 
attempts.  But  as  the  protector  Somei-set  had  suc- 
cessfully proceeded  in  the  English  Reformation,  and 
was  resolved  that  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng* 
land  lately  established  by  the  legislature,  with  tlie 
other  ordinances  relative  to  religion,  should  be  in- 
troduced into  Ireland,  the  abilities  and  experience  of 
J.  J.  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger  were  deemed  necessary  for 
1550.  t'^>»  service.  He  was  appointed  lord  deputy,  and 
sent  to  Ireland,  with  a  commission  to  convene  a 
parliament  in  that  kingdom. 

In  England,  the  dispositions  of  a  great  part  of 
the  people  concurred  with  those  of  the  crown,  and 
even  ran  before  their  rulers,  in  the  revolt  from 
popery.  In  Ireland,  tlie  Reformation  was  tenderetl 
to  a.  prejudiced  and  a  reluctant  people.  The  avowed 
enemies  of  English  government,  and  the  factious 
opposers  of  administration,  naturally  regarded  every 
new  regulation  in  the  ailairs  of  religion,  as  arbitra- 
ry, oppressive,  and  injurious,  and  seized  the  occa- 
sion of  inveighing  against  such  offensive  exertions 
of  authority.  The  more  peaceable,  who  had  never 
been  accustomed  to  a  serious  discussion  of  the  great 
points  in  controversy,  rested  indolently  upon  the 
an.iqnity  (as  it  was  called)  of  the  former  establish- 
ments^ and,   in  this  relaxed  state  of  mind,   were 

atrickca 
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stricken  vfith  great  terror^  at  the  denunciations  of 
divine  ven^eance^  thundered  by  the  friendn  of 
Rome^  against  heresy  and  innovation.  The  vindic- 
tive  character  of  Henry  the  eighth^  and  the  rigor  of 
his  government,  had  driven  many  of  the  pale  as 
well  as  of  the  Irish  race  to  formal  professions  ami 
condescensions,  which  the  very  ease  and  readiness 
with  Mrhich  they  were  made,  shew  to  have  been 
made  without  due  attention  and  serious  conviction. 
The  authority  of  a  minor  king  was  less  esteemed  or 
dreaded,  at  the  same  time  that  the  requisitions  now 
to  be  made  were  more  extensive,  and  did  greater 
violence,  to  the  popular  prejudices. 

As  to  the  inferior  orders  of  men,   no  measures 
appear  to  have  been  taken,  from  the  first  beginnings 
of  the  Reformation,  to  enlighten  their  ignorance,  Cosaek^a 
or  correct  their  prejudices.     ''  Hard  it  is,"  saith  aj^^""*® 
chancellor  of  Ireland  in  this  reign,    ''that  men^^^^ 
''  should  know  their  duties  to  God  and  to  the  king,  thumberL 
''  when  they  shall  not  hear  teaching  or  preaching  A.  D. 
*'  throughout  the  year."    And  at  a  time  when  the  w|^;p  • 
mechanic  in  England  could  hear  and  convey  in-Q^i'i)^* 
struction,  and  was  habituated  to  religious  enquiry, 
the  same  ministercomplains  that  in  Ireland,  ''preach- 
"  ing  we  have  none,   which  is  our  lack,  without 
'"  which  the  ignorant  can  have  no  knowledge." 
At  first  view  one  might  suppose  that  in  the  more  ci* 
vilized  districts  at  least,  some  measures  might  have 
been  pursued  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  reli« 
gion ;  and  that  archbishop  Browne,  not  contented 
with   removing  images    and    destroying    reliques, 
niight  have  formed  an  active  and  zealous  mission^ 
to  labour  ft>r  the  conversion  of  the  people.     But 
numbers  of  the  clergy,  we  have  already  seen,  aban- 
doned .their  cures  rather  than  disclaim  the  papal 
authority ;  nor  was  it  possible  to  fill  up  their  wretch- 
ed benefices  at  ouie  with  zealous  and  able  reformers. 
Neither  do  we  find  those  Englishmen  his  suffragans 
who  were  fiivorers  of  the  R€£>rmation,  distinguish- 
ed by  any  conoaMtdable  services:   not;  were  the 
\oh.  It  2  ^  labours 
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labours  of  siieh  English  derg^yinen  fiit^  for  the 
circumstiinGes  and  neceaailies  of  the  nation.  Eren 
ivitiiin  the  English  pale^  the  Irish  ian^uage  was  1)6- 
'coine  so  predominant,  that  laws  were  repeatedly 
enacted  to  vestraiu  it,  but  with  that  iucfficac^  with 
which  laws  are  generally  opposed 'to  invelerale  cus- 
toms, and  in  a  country  not  inured  to  obedience.  In 
those  tracts  of  Irish  territory,  which  intersected  the 
English  settlements,  no  other  language  was  at  all 
known :  so  that  here^  the  wretched  flock  was  totally 
inaccessible  to  those  strangers  who  were  become 
their  nomiaal  pastors.  Tlie  laws  made  in  the  late 
reign  to  corvect  these  iucoriveniencies,  eren  if  duly 
obeyed,  required  some  considerable  interval,  to 
<>perate  with  any  effect  In  the  mean  time  the  par- 
tizans  of  Rome  found  a  ready  admission  into  those 
districts  where  the  reformed  dergy,  if  faoeh  there 
were,  could  neither  be  regarded  nor  understood. 
They  spoke  to  their  conntr}'meii  and  kinsmen,  in 
their  own  laoguage,  and  were  heard  with  attention, 
iavor,  and  affection.  If  we  look  to'thoksepartsof 
Ireland  more  rmnote  from  the  seat  of  English  go- 

Ifevis.     Ternment,  the  prospect  stiU  appears  more  ffloomy. 

^'^J^Here,  many  of  the  prelates  si  tir  continued  to  be 

"^      nominated  by  the  pope,  and  enjoyed  tlreir  sees  by 

his  provbioui  in  denance  of  the  crown  of  England : 

others,   though  mpointed  by  the  king,  had  yet  a 

rival  sent  from  Rome  to  contend  with.     The  peo- 

Cle,  removed  beyond  the  sphere  of  English  law, 
ad  not  known,  or  not  regarded  the  ordinances 
lately  made  with  respect  to  religion,  nor  considered 
tbeaisdves  as  interested  or  concerned -in- any  r^u«* 
tatioos  hereafter  to  be  made.  HThe  only  instance 
in  which  they  conceived  themselves  boand  to  En|^- 
\h^  government,  even  in  the  present  revival  of  Ks 
power  and  consepueBce,  was  tfiat  nf  nut  risingin 
arms,  and  invadinsr  the  k&ng's-vnbjeats:  and  tint 
authority -which  had*  not  as  yet  redooedtbem  wtthiu 
the  bounds  of  civiKly,  cmad  not,  withoot  the  m* 
{jfutation  «of  extravagance; 'i^tanpt  to'fnadel  tl^ir 
religious  sentiments. 

.  Tub 
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Thb  atheme  of  seligious  refbnnation  in  a  country* 
thus  ciraumslaneed,  waa  entrosted  to  a  man  suspect- 
ed  of  betng^  indiflTerent  to  its  success*  And  by  be- 
ing employed  with  e^ual  confidence  botb  in  this 
and  the  succeeding  reign^  he  seems  *to  have  been  Cot. 
■lore  attentive  to  bis  duty  as  a  statesman^  than  to 
any  eontfoversies  about  the  modes  of  fiiith  and  wor-f 
ship.  Whether  from:  the  apprehension  of  a  viciJeni 
onposition  to  the  measures  of  government^  or  from 
waatever  other  cauae,  the  design  of  convening  ao 
Irish  parliament  was  laid  aside,  and  the  royal  pro* 
clanuKtion  was  tranamkted,  and  addressed  to  tii« 
dergy,  enjoining  the  acce|>taiiceof  thenew  liturgy. 
The  proclamation  was  not  incautiously  worded.  It 
expressed  nothing  more  than  that  the  prayers  of  the 
church  had  been  irmnBlated  into  the  mother  tongue 
for  the  edification  of  the  people ;  wkhotrt  mention 
of  any  alterations^  or  the  discussion  of  any  partieu* 
burs  which  might  occasion  scandal,  or  excite  contro* 
versy:  and  before  it  should  be  pmaulged.  Saint* 
l^erasaemUed  the  prelates  and  clergy,  and  sub- 
mitted it  to  their  inspection  as  the  royal  will  and 
pleasure  concurrin^with  the  grave  opitiiom  of  Uie 
reverend  clei^  of  England ;  and  the  result  of  their 
aage  and  pious  deliberations,  for  the  welfare  of  Ire^ 
land. 

Oh  the  death  of  Cromer  archbishop  of  Armagh,  Ware.  ^ 
Robert  Waucop  had  been  nominated  to  this  see  by  P^t  35. 
the  pope.     But  in  defiance  of  this  nomination  Hen*^^  ^^}^^ 
ry,  at  the  instances  of  Saintleger,  transmitted  his 
fnandate  for  the  appointment  of  John   Dowdal,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  to  the  primacy :  a  man  whose  de- 
votioa  to  Rome  outweighed  hi$!  gratitude  either  to 
the  thfono  or  to  his  patron.     He  stood  forth  at  the 
head  of  his  northern  clergy,  a  bold  and  determined 
<4'pMer  of  the  royal  proclamation.    He  treated  the 
new  liturgy  with  the  utmost  scorn,  hy  which,  as  lie 
expressed  it,  every  illiterate  fellow  might  be  enabled 
h>  read  JIfiiag.    Saintleger  replied  that  there  were 
bdeed  too  many  illiterate  priests,  as  ignorant  of  th^ 
wguage  in  which  divine  service  had  hitherto  been 
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performed^  as  the  people  who  attended;  but  that 

the  present  office  was  calculated  for  the  edification 

of  both.     He  was  interrupted  by  Dowdal   with  a 

stern  and  haughty  admonition  to   beware  of  the 

clergy's  curse  :*  and  after  some  further  altercation, 

the  primate  arose^  and  departing  from  the  assembly 

was  followed  by  almost  all  his  suffragans.     Browne, 

who  now  remained  the  first  in  dignity  among  the 

prelates,  declared  his  acceptance  of  the  king's  or- 

Easter-     der;    Staples  of   Meath,     Lancaster    of  Kildare, 

^Y:        Travers  of  Leighlin,  and  Coyn  of  Limerick^  con- 

155L       curred ;  and  the  liturgy  was  soon  after  read  in  the 

cathedral  of  Christ  Church,  Dublin,  in  the  presence 

of  the  deputy,  magistrate^,  and  clergy. 

The  hardy  opposition  of  Dowdal  and  his  seced- 
ing clergy  naturally  tended  to  create  them  popu- 
larity, and  to  confirm  the  people  in  their  afiection 
for  the  ancient  worship.  Men,  bold  enough  to  stand 
in  contradiction  to  the  will  of  their  superiors,  are 
presumed  to  act  fit>m  the  pure  and  conscientious 
motive  of  sincere  persuasion ;  and  the  vulgar  sought 
no  other  cause  of  this  persuasion,  but  the  force  of 
genuine  truth  and  reason.  The  conduct  of  the 
opposite  party  they  attributed  to  the  most  invidious 
motives,  and  thus  became  more  prejudiced  against 
a  cause,  supported  by  men,  as  they  were  taught,  of 
worldly  and  temporizing  views,  and  who  sacrificei) 
their  consciences  to  the  favor  of  a  court.  And  the 
prejudices  conceived  against  the  Reformation,  by 
the  Irish  natives  more  especially,  were  still  further 
encreased,  by  the  conduct  of  those  who  were  com- 
luissioned  to  remove  the  objects  and  instruments  of 
popular  superstition.  Under  pretence  of  obeying 
the  orders  of  state,  they  seized  all  the  most  valuable 
^"*-  furniture  of  the  churches,  which  they  exposed  to 
Ms!^  sale  without  decency  or  reserve.  The  Irish,  anna- 
lists pathetically  describe  the  garrison  of  Athlonc 
issuing  forth,  with  a  barbarous  and  heathen  fury, 
and  pillaging  the  famous  church  of  Cloilmacnoisa, 
tearing^  away  the  most  inoffensive  ornaments,  books. 
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belfe^  plate>  windows^  ftirniture  of  every  kiod,  8o  as 
to  leave  the  shrine  of  their  favorite  saint  Kieran^ 
a   hideous  monument  of  sacrilege.    Nor  do  such 
complaints  appear  to  have  been  entirely  groundless: 
for   vfe  find  that  Sir  James  Crofts^    the  successorcox  ex 
of  Saintleger^  ^ho  had  been  remanded  into  En^-MS£L 
land^  was  particularly  instructed  to  prevent  the  sue^™^* 
of  bells  and  other  church-funiiture. 

The  sudden  removal  of  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger 
is  generallv  imputed  to  the  practices  of  archbishop  Ware. 
Browne^  wno  was  known  to  nave  accused  him  to  theCox. 
court  of  Enriand^  and  was  supposed  to  ascribe  the 
opposition  of  the  northern  clergy  to  his  indifference 
and  remissness.  And  as  the  conduct  of  Dowdal  had 
elevated  the  Romish  party  in  Ireland^  and  been 
particularly  offensive  and  alarming  to  Uie  English 
ministrv^  the  first  care  of  the  new  deputy  was  to 
labour  by  persuasion  and  address^  to  soften  his  op* 
position,  and  reconcile  him  to  the  new  regulations 
of  public  worship.  The  primate  was  now  the  great 
object  of  attention  to  all  those  who  attended  to  re- 
ligious, controversy.  Whatever  concessions  he  had 
made  on  receiving  his  promotion^  and  whatever  ac* 
knowledgments  of  the  king's  supremacy^  were  for^ 
gotten  or  supposed  to  be  sufficiently  atoned  for.  He 
was  universally  regarded  as  the  principal,  and  leader 
of  the  friends  of  Rome ;  a  situation  which  natural* 
ly  elevates  the  mind,  and  gives  force  and  spirit  to 
its  prepossessions.  He  had  retired  with  an  affected  MS. 
dignity  of  resentment  to  the  abbey  of  Saint  Mal^  ^y^' . 
in  the  suburbs  of   Dublin,  taking  no  part  in  thf  ^  ' 

Kublic  councils,  and  declining  aU  intercourse  with 
is  conforming  brethren.  Here,  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  deputy,  by  the  hands  of  his  sufii*a- 
gan  of  Meath,  reminding  him  of  the  obedience  due 
to  his  sovereign,  which  Christ  himself  had  recom* 
mended  by  his  example,  and  which,  it  was  added 
as  an  argument  equally  forcible,  the  bishops  of 
^ome  had  not  scrupled  to  acknowledge ;  expressing 
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8  dnire  of  being  the  hutmnieiit  of  feoonoSiiig  ami 
uniting  him  with  his  boethren ;  and  cequesling  that 
for  this  good  purpose  he  should  appmnt  a  (dace  of 
conference ;  that  the  order  and  discipline  pf  the 
church  of  Ireland  might  be  amicably  adjusted  by 
the  clergy^  the  only  way  ai  preventuig  some  new 
and  still  more  violent  orders  of  regukution  firom  the 
throne. 
Ma  DowDAL  was  still  further  flattered  and  elevated 

Marali.     by  this  application.     He  replied  with  a  cold:  civility^ 
Lib.  Dub.  ^1^^^  (jg  }j^j  i^P^  good  reason  to  fear  that  it  would  be 
vain  tor  him  to  enter  into  any  conference  with  a 
number  of  obstinate  churchmen ;  or  to  hope  th^ 
the  differences  which  had  occasioned  bis  separation 
could  be  easily  adjusted ;  thai  they  were  points  in 
which  the  judgments  and  consciences  of  the  con* 
tending  (larties  were  totally  opposite ;  however^  that 
he  accepted  the  friendly  offers  of  the  deputy,   and 
should  rejoice  to  see  him ;   but  as  he  had  lived  for 
some  time  in  a  course  of  retirement^  did  not  think 
it  meet  to  appear  at  his  lordship's  palace.     Thb 
provoking  stateliness  was  overlooked,  tinom  a  desire 
of  reconciling  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  to  the 
royal  ordinance.     It  was  agi'eed  that  the  primate 
should  be  attended  by  his  orethren.     The  confer- 
ence was  opened  in  the  form  of  a  theological  dispu* 
tat  ion,  held  in  the  great  hall  of  the  abbey,  in  which 
Dowdal  defended  the  Romish  mass,  and  Staples, 
bishop  of  Meath,  was  advocate  for  the  reformed 
mode  of  worship;  an  ostentatious  method  of  de^ 
tision,  which  haa  its  natural  and  usual  effect.     Each 
party  claimed  the  victorjr ;  and  each  retired  with 
Still  greater  acrimony  against  the  other. 

In  this  determined  opposition,  Dowdal  persever* 
?Bd  with  the  greater  ease,  as  it  could  not  render  him 
obnoxious  to  any  penalty.  The  royal  prochimation 
did  not  now  claim  the  authoritv  of  Jaw  even  in  Eng* 
land;  and  no  law  had  as  yet  established  the  new  liturgy 
in  Ireland.  The  court  was  insulted  witlu>ut  a  power 
of  vindK^atinig^  its  authopty ;  and  the  people  spirited 

»gWMt 


€to.8.  EDWARD  VI.  MB 

against  its  orders^  Without  any  legal  opportunity  of 
restraining  or  puaisbing  •  their  grand  reducer.     A 

Kaisliment  however  was  devised  and  infticted  upon 
»wdal,  whieh^  mustt  appear  ridieulous  to  an  age 
little  affeeted  by  contests  about  ecciesiastioal  dignity^ 
but  which  in  the  times  we  now  treat  of^  was  grievous 
and  mortifying. 

Th«  question  of  precedence  between  the  sees  of^^. 
Armagh  and  Dublin  had  been  agitated  for  inany^'*^2ii. 
ages  with  the  utmost  viofanee.    Tiie  decisions  ofcotDaK 
popes  and  councils  had  been  pleaded  by  both  par- 
tiesy  aad  the  royalauthority  of  Bngland  had  frequent- 
ly interposed  to  allay  tt^ir  acnmony.      Whether 
appeals  in  ecclesiastical  causes  should  be  brought 
from  one  diocese  to  the  other^  or  where  the  final 
sentence  ^ould  be  pronounced^  seemed  of  less  mo- 
ment than  whether  die  prelate  of  Armagh  should 
have  hkeroaier  borne  erect  within  the  jurisdicitst)n  of 
his  rival.    An  opposition  to  this  mark  of  superi- 
ority had  been  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  declin- 
ing his  attendance  in  parliament ;  and  produced  the 
most  pathetic  remonstrances  against  the  injurious 
violation  of  bis  dignity.    The  decision,  which  at 
length  seemed  to  reconcile  the  contending  parties, 
was^  that  each  prelate  should  be  entitled  to  prinip* 
tial  dignity,  and  erect  his  crosier  in  the  diocese  of 
the  other:    but  that,   according  to  the  distinction 
established  in  England  %etwe^n  tlie  prelates  of  Can- 
terbury and  York,  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  should 
be  contented  with  the  title  of  Primate  ^of  Ireland, 
while  the  archbishop  of  Armagh  should  bestiled, 
with  more  precision,  Primate  of  All  Ireland.     But 
Dowdal  haci  now  ofiencled  so  grievously,  and  the 
services  of  Browne  had  been  so  distinguished,  that 
the  old  arrangement  of  this  momentous  affair  was 
entirely  reverb.      By  the  king's  patent  Armagh 
was  deprived  of  the  soperior  title,  which  with  all 
its  powers  and  privileges  was  conferred  on  Browne 
and  h]9  succesGtors  for  ever;  in  the  see  of  Dublin, 
Dowdal  is  said  to  have  been  so  stung  with  this  mor- 
tification. 
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tification/that  it  determined  him  to  abandon  his 
diocese.  It  is  equally  probable  that  it  serred  to 
awaken  him  to  a  sense  of  his  danger;  that  his 
fears  inteipreted  it  as  the  first  step  to  nirther  severi- 
ties from  an  incensed  court,  ana  that  he  consulted 
his  safety  by  retiring  to  the  continent. 

It  plamly  appeared  by  this  step^  that  the  primate 
was  not  possessed  vrith  the  determined  spirit  of  a 
confessor,  or  that  his  passions  did  not  snfler  him  to 
discern  the  true  interest  of  his  cause,     lie  fled  at  a 
time  when  the  whole  tide  of  popularity  ran  violently 
in  his  favor ;    when,  by  the  conduct  hitherto  pur- 
sued, he  might  perceive  that  the  English  court  was 
by  no  means  disposed  to  make  a  dangerous  experi- 
ment of  its  power  in  Ireland,  by  inflicting  any  seve- 
rities on  the  popish  clergy  ;  he  deprived  bis  friends 
of  a  leader  whose  station  commanded  respect,  and 
lei.  his  opponents  to  improve  the  opportunity  of 
bis  retreat.    The  king  was  taught  to  regard  it  as 
Ware  de  a  renunciation  of  his  pastoral  charge,  and  appoint- 
Pnes.  H.  ed  him  a  successor  in  the  see  of  Armagh.     At  the 
same  time  John  Bale,  the  violent  and  acrimonious 
impugner  of  popery,  was  nominated  to  the  see  of 
Ossory.    His  rigid  and  uncomplying  spirit  appeared 
immediately  on  his  consecration.     Lock  wood,  dean 
of  Christ-Church,   proposed  that  the  Roman  ritual 
should  be  observed  on  this  occasion,  as  the  people 
were  disinclined  to  the  reformed  liturgy,    and   the 
new  order  of  consecration  had  not  been  established 
by  a  parliament  in  Ireland.     All  the  clergy,   and 
even  Goodacre,  the  new  prelate  of  Armagh,  seemed 
disposed  to  acquiesce.     But  Bale  was  a  determined 
enemy  to  all  such  condescensions.     He  had  come 
with  no  very  exalted  idea  of  the  authority  of  an 
Irish  parliament,     but   fully    possessed    with    the 
dignity  and  power,,  and  confiaent  in  the  favor  of 
his  royal  master,  who  had  granted  him  his  pro- 
motion   unsought    and    unexpected.       He    obsti- 
nately refused  to  be  <M)nsecrated  according  to  any 
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other  but  the  reformed  ritual :    and  by  his  firm* 
ness  prevailed^  and  even  terrified  the  clergy  into 
a  compliance.    He  saw  the  wafer  or  stamped  cake 
prepared  for  the  communion.    He  suspended  theMS.LtbL 
whole  office,  until  it  was  removed,  and  common  ^w»h.   / 
bread  placed  on  the  table.    Even  the.  weak  among  ^"^ 
the  new  reformed  were  terrified :  and  the  Romisii 
party  held  this  spirited  and  turbulent  enemy  in  the 
utmost  abhorrence.      His  learning  which  was  stu- 
pendous, compared  with  that  of  his  Irish  brethren 
promised  to  do  considerable  service  to  the  cause  of 
reformation,  and  even  the  vehemence  of  his  temper 
seemed  well  suited  to  the  place  and  circumstances 
of  his  mission.     But  the  truth  is,  (hat  the  business 
of  a  reliffious  reformation  in  Ireland,  had  hitherto 
been  nothing  more  than  the  impositions  of  English 
government  on  a  prejudiced  and  bigoted  people, 
not  sufficiently  obedient  to  this  government,  not 
sufficiently  impressed  with  fear,  or  reconciled  by 
kindness.     Bale  insulted  the  prejudices  of  his  flock 
without  reserve  or  caution.     They  were  provoked ; 
and  not  so  restrained,  or  awed  by  the  civil  power 
as  to  dissemble  (heir  resentments.   During  the  short    . 
period  of  his  residence  in  Ireland,  he  lived  in  a  con- 
tinual state  of  fear  and  persecution.     On  his  first Vocatyon 
preaching  of   the  reformed  doctrines,    his  clergy  ^jj^**^*- 
forsook  him,  or  opposed  him ;  and  to  such  violence 
were  the  populace  spirited  against  him,  that  five  of 
his  domestics  were  slain  before  his  face ;  and  his 
own  life  saved  only  by  (he  vigorous  interposition  of 
the  civil  magistrate.     These  outrages  are  patheti- 
cally related  ;  but  we  are  not  informed  what  impru- 
dences provoked  them,  or  what  was  the  intemperate 
conduct  which  his  adversaries  retorted  with  such 
shocking  barbarity. 

The  apprehensions  of  disorder  from  religious 
controversy,  and  the  general  attachment  of  the  peo- 
ple to  their  ancient  mode  of  faith  and  worship,  ne- 
cessarily induced  a  caulious  and  vigilant  adminiMrii- 
tion  of  civil  affiJrs>  so  as  to  enforce  the  regulations 
Voi.IL  «C  lately 
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Cusack's  ktcl^j"  made.    And  such  H^as  the  comparative  tran* 
Jj?!^^®0- quality  of  the  whole  country,  that  the  Irish  states- 
thumb!'    ^^^  "^^  began  to  entertain  bopt s  of  its  co^1p^ete 
MB.Trin.and  final  settlement,  if  the  conrt  of  England  could 
Cgl«  DuK  be  engaged  on  this  useful  object,  and  the  king's 
government  in   Ireland   so  strengthened  and  sup- 
ported, as  entirely  to  suppress  the  antient  Brehoit 
jurisdiction,  and  extend  the  benefits  of  English  lavr 
through  every  quarter  of  the  islan<<.     Urffcnit  repre* 
•eutations  were  made  to  the  English  niinisU>r  of  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  this  measnre,  but  without 
effect;  for  the  deep  mtrigues  of  the  duke  of  Nor*- 
thumberland,  and  the  inquietudes  which  his  ambi<- 
tion  had  occasioned,  left  no  leisure  to  pursue  a  de^* 
sign  which  required  attention  and  circumspection; 
together  with  a  force  sufficient  to  impress  a  strong 
and  general  terror  of  the  English  power,  in   Ire^ 
land.     Por,  whatever  were  the  overtures  of  the  Irish 
in  former  ages,  when  the  settlements  of  their  in^ 
vadershad  spread  widely  through  thoir  country,  yet 
their  ancient  pride  revivuig  with  their  power,  in  the 
reigns  of  Edward  the  second  and  third,  confirmed 
their  attachment  to  their  antient  manners ;  of  which 
tliey,  who  cherished  the  remembrance  of  Irish  gran- 
deur and  independence  were  at  this  time  particu*- 
larly  tenacious,   Ivhen  England  was  gradually  re*- 
gaining  that  extent  of  influence  and  dominion  which 
Ann.       had  gradually  been  lost.     An  Irish  annalist  of  the 
2^*^j^ppescnt  pericKl  mentions  an  attempt  to  break  in  on 
those  institutions^  which  a  long  series  of  ages  had 
established  among  his  countrymen,  as  a  fair  and 
justifiable  cause  of  taking  arrns. 

And  this  inveterate  adherence  to  the  manners 
and  institutions  of  former  ages,  was  now  become 
the  great  obstacle  to  the  Irish  vicegerent,,  in  his  at- 
tempts to  preserve  the  diflferent  inhabitants  within 
the  Dounds  of  peace  and  submission.  Leinster  h^id 
indeed  been  reduced  to  a  tolerable  state  of  tran- 
quillity, by  accommodations  made  with  the  fehiilv 

of 
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of  Mac-Murehftd,  hy  adjusting  the  claims  of  the 
old  natives^  aad  assigniag  tham  lands  intermixod 
with  English  settlements  well  secured  and  strength- 
.  ened  bjr  castles  and  garrisons.  In  the  Western  pro* 
vince^  the  different  branches  of  the  family  otDe 
Burgo  had  considerably  reduced  the  power  oV  the 
antient  natives^  who  lived  in  a  continual  course  of 
petty  hostilities  against  each  other ;  and  this  great  ^ 
family  seemed  now  completely  reconciled  to  English  . 
government.  But  on  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Clan<- 
ficard,  his  ft^lowers,  with  their  old  infatuated  aver- 
sion to  English  law^  proceeded  to  elect  a  captain  of 
their  sept,  under  pretence  of  objecting  to  the  legiti- 
macy of  the  earl's  son ;  while  this  young  lord  chosia 
to  assert  his  right  of  succession  by  force  of  arms^ 
rather  than  by  a  tedious  and  precarious  appeal  to 
the  lord  deputy^  In  like  manner,  on  the  death  of 
the  earl  of  Thomond,  his  legal  successor,  the  baron 
of  Ibracken,  was,  by  the  turbulence  of  his  brothers^ 
Daniel  and  Turlogh,  and  the  (actions  clamors  of  his 
sept,  compelled  to  nominate  a  Tainist  according  to 
antient  usage.  Daniel  O'Brien  was  appointed  to  Amu 
this  dignity,  and  although  obliged  to  relinquish  it Done^. 
for  the  present,  by  the  vigorous  interposition  of  Eng-^^^-^^W. 
lish  government,  yet  he  only  waitecl  a  fair  occasion 
to  assert  it,  by  a  bloody  and  successful  war. 

But  the  principal  distress  of  English  government 
in  this  reign,  arose  from  the  factious  disorders  of  the 
great  Northern  family  of  O'Nial.  The  earl  of  Tir- 
owen,  ncrtwithstanding  the  fulness  of  his  late  sub* 
mission,  had  been  origmally  possessed  with  the  most 
elevated  notions  of  the  greatness  and  regal  splen- 
dor of  his  family.  He  had  once  pronounced  a  curse  Moryfoa^ 
on  those  of  his  posterity,  who  should  ever  conform  B.LC.I. 
to  the  English  manners,  or  associate  with  the  Saxon 
race;  And  now  all  these  favorite  ideas  were  reviv- 
^>  when  from  his  own  reconciliation  with  English 
government,  he  returned  to  an  inteivonrse  with  his 
WQsgi^n  fMid  followers,   .His  son  Matthew^  whom 

be 
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he  h«d  declared,  and  who  had  been  accepted  as  his 
heir,  and  created  baroo  of  Dnnffannon,  vras  really 
ilieg^itimate :    and  this  unnatnrsd  partiality  of  the 
iather  to  a  child,  who  had  for  many  years  been 
'  deemed  the  son  of  a  smith,  could  not  but  raise  ex- 
traoi*dinary  jealpusy  amongst  his  legitimate  children. 
Ann.       John,  or  Shane  O'Nial,  as  he  is  called,  a  youth  of 
D^^     vigor  and  intrepidity,    impatient  of   the   English 
•        power,  fitted  for  the  turbulence,  and  glorying  in 
the  nide  magnificence  of  Irish  nobility,  supported 
by  Hugh,  another  brother  of  the  family,  ot  similar 
character,  laboured  to  alienate  their  father  from  tlie 
baron,  and  from  the  govenunent  which  had  coun- 
tenanced his  shameful  partiality  to  a  bastard  son  ; 
reproached  him  with  his  degenerate  submissions  to 
the  crown  of  England;  and  exhorted  him  to  resume 
the  antient  dignity  and  independence  of  his  house. 
The  earl  was  but  too  susceptible  of  such  impres- 
sions ;  and  readily  sacrificed  the  interest  of  his  fa- 
vorite to  the  hopes  of  shaking  oflT  the  trammels  of 
allegiance,  and  recovering  the  antient  consequence 
of  O'Nial.     Some  attempts  made  against  Matthew, 
yrith  the  contrivance  of  the  earl,  raised  considerable 
commotion,  and  obliged  this  lord  to  alarni  the  de- 
puty with  his  own  danger,  the  practices  of  John 
and  Hugh,  the  suspicious  conduct  of  his  father^  and 
CqucVs  his  dispositions  to  a  revolt.     The  earl  and  his  coun- 
rf^f V     ^^^'  ^  principal  agent  in  seducing  him  from  his  al- 
2|^®''legiance,  were  suddenly  secured,  and  at  first  kept 
in  a  state  of  honorable  restraint  within  the  English 
pale;  but  on  some  iurther  rumors  of  their  disloyal 
purposes,  committed  to  close  durance  in  the  house 
of  a  magistrate  of  Dublin. 
Warn.         John  aflfected  the  utmost  resentment;  collected 
his  followers^   was  assisted  by  some  neighbouring 
chieftains,  and  declared  war  against  Matthew,  to 
whose  practices  he  imputed  the  mdignity  offered  to 
his  parents.    The  baron  relied  for  assistance  qn  the 
Iprd-deputy:   tbp  lojti-deputy,  depending  on  the 

poweri 
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powers  commanded  by  the  baron^  haslen^d  to  join 
nim  with  some  new  raised  levies.  John  and  his  par-^^°* 
tizans  were  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Scots,  who  had  m^* 
made  a  descent  on  Ulster,  and  were  ready  to  en- 
gage in  the  service  of  any  chieftain,  who  could  sup- 
<  ply  their  wants.  He  suddenly  attacked  the  enemy,  ^^^'* 
defeated  and  pursued  them  with  considerable  slaugh- 
ter; and,  encouraged  by  this  success,  plundered 
his  fiither's  mansion,  ravaged  his  whole  territory, 
and  spread  desolation  through  a  district  the  feirest 
and  most  flourishing  of  the  whole  island,  more  than 
sixty  miles  in  length  and  forty  broad.  Repeated 
attempts  were  made  by  Sir  James  Crofts  to  reduce 
htm,  which,  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  re- 
volted brothers^  ended  in  disgrace  and  disappoint- 
ment. And  the  flame  of  war  thus  kindled  in  Tir-* 
owen,  though  it  subsided  at  certain  intervals,  yet 
was  not  for  many  years  totally  extinguished.  Nor 
was  the  turbulence  of  this  ambitious  family  repres- 
sed, until  it  had  operated  essentially  upon  the  affaim 
of  Ireland. 

In  the  mean   time,  the  death    of  Edward    the 
fiixth  had  its  principal  effect  in  the  ecclesiastical  sys^ 
tem ;  and  at  once  confounded  all  the  weak  efforts 
which  had  hitherto  been  made  to  introduce  the  Re- 
formation into  Ireland*    The  council  in  England  Hot  Caa* 
had  been  forced  to  comply  with  the  weak  and  pre-J^j>A"* 
cipitate  measures  of  the  duke  of  Northumberland,  y^^  j^* 
and  transmitted  an  order  for  proclaiming  the  lady  ubx 
Jane  in  Ireland.     But  ihis  was  quickly  followed  by 
a  letter  expressing  their  concern  at  having  thus  borne 
with  the  time,  declaring  that  their  sovereign  lady, 

Sueen  Mary  had  been  proclaimed  in  London,  and 
irecting  that  like  proclamation  should  be  made  to 
all  her  loving  subjects  of  Ireland.  The  officers  ofiudL 
state  were  confirmed  in  their  several  departments; 
particular  grants  and  favors  were  conferred  on  se- 
veral persons  who  pleaded  their  services  or  suflfer« 
ings:  of  which  number,  George  Dowdal  was  re-» 
^tpred  to  the  dignity  and  office  of  primate  of  ixs% 
.         .  Ireland, 
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frcfland;  end  infested  witb  the  Piiorv  of  Athirdee, 

in  consideration  of  the  spoil  mnae  in  his  archbidliop* 

ric  during^  his  absenpe.     With  the  same  appearance 

of  clemency  which  had  been  shewn  in  England  on 

the  coronation  of  Mary,  a  general  pardon  was  grant-* 

ed  to  all  her  subjects  of  Ireland.  No  violent  changes 

were  as  yet  attempted  in  the  religious  establishment^ 

^^'      A  licence  only  was  published^  aa  in  England,  for 

the  celebration  of  mass,  without  penalty  or  compul* 

Boir  Caiusion ;  and  among  th6  royal  titles,  that  of  supreme 

.  |I.  I  Mar.  head,  on  earth,  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  still  con« 

tinned  to  be  inserted  in  the  acts  of  state. 

Among  the  graces  extended  by  Mary  to  hernsub^ 

jects  of  Ireland  in  Uie  first  year  of  her  reign,  (though 

not  immediately  on  her  accession)  we  may  reckon 

Jthe  complete  restoration  of  the  noble  family  of  Kil* 

dare.    The  young  lord  Gerald  who  had  escaped  the 

vengeance  of  Henry  the  eighth,  returned  to  Eng^ 

land  during  the  reign  of  Edward,  where  his  grace* 

ful  person  and  refined  manners  captivated  the  daugh* 

ter  of  Sir  Anthony  Browne,  knight  of  the  garter. 

iBy  marrying  thisjady  he  formed  an  interest  which 

soon  gained  him  the  royal  ftiyor.     He  was  knightr 

ed,  and  restored  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  pos^r 

sessions  of  his  fiimily.    To  these  Mary  now  added 

the  honors  of  his  ancestry :.  and  aoon  after  vested 

^^^     him  with  ^U  the  estates  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of 

his  father.    Ha  returned  to  his  native  country,  with 

the  young  earl  of  Ormond  and  a  son  of  the  baron 

of  Upper-Ossory,   both  educated  at  the  court  of 

England  toother  with  the  king,  both  distinguished 

by  ttieir  mihtary  services,  and  tne  latter  an  especial 

St*'  n    favorite  of  young  Edward,     About  the  same  time 

CuLli^^^^^  Kevana^,  as  he  was  called,  head  of  the 

;      great  Leinster  family  o^  Mac-Murohad,  was  created 

a  peer  of  the  realm  by  the  title  of  baroq  Balyan  ; 

but  still  with  an  attention  to  the  old  Irish  manner^ 

j^-       was  by  the  same  patent,  nominated  captain  of  his 

^^'    sept  or  nation :  so  that,  while  be  himself  was  made 

%  \oxA  of  parliantent^  still  he  yfM  \o  exercise  tha. 
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antient  jiirisdictiofi  over  all  his  followers.  ArMfi^ 
otlier  instances  of  royal  grace^  a  dai^hter  of  O^C>OtiHi 
nor,  chieftain  of  O'FaTly,  (who  bad  been  so  lon^ 
imprisoned)  by  cultivating  the  English  laF»guage  and 
manners,  and  forniitig  connexions  at  the  court  of 
England^  was  enabl^  to  procure  her  Other's  U** 
herty.  His  return  to  Ireland  naturally  alarmed  the 
jealousy  of  those  who  had  received  grants  of  hisde** 
n|psnes.  They  industriously  possessed  the  deputy 
with  dreadful  apprehensions  of  his  turbulence  and 
(lisafTection ;  ana  obliged  him  to  renew  his  submis- 
sion^ and  to  give  up  his  son  an  hostage  for  his  peace- 
able and  dutiful  behaviour. 

Mary  was  the  readier  to  grant  such  conciliating 
marks  of  favor^  as  she  judged  of  the  dispositions 
of  her  Irish  subjects  by  what  she  observed  in  Eng- 
land !  and  apprehended  the  same  difficulties  in  her 
design  of  restoring  the  antient  religion^  in  a  coun- 
try that  bad  scarcely  known  any  other^  which  she 
experienced  among  a  people^  of  whom  numbers 
were  averse  from  it,  even  to  a^  high  degree  of  fana^ 
ticism.  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger  who  had  been  en- Aim. 
tru^ited  with  the  government  of  Ireland,  when  the  j^J^* 
new  reflations  of  divine  worship  were  to  be  esta- 
blished in  the  reign  of  Edward,  was  again  made  thel^* 
deputy  under  whose  auspices  they  were  to  be  aba- 
lisned.  The  return  of  Dowdal  was  a  signal  to  the 
reformed  clergy  of  the  approaching  storm.  Bale 
of  Ossory,  the  bitter  enemy  to  popery,  and  Casey 
of  Limerick,  fled  in  dismay :  others  were  more  con- 
stant, or  less  alarmed.  The  general  pardon  granted 
on  the  coronation  of  the  queen,  in  effect  secured 
them  from  very  severe  animadversions  on  then- 
fbnner  conduct;  but  many  of  them,  on  renounc- 
ing the  authority  of  Rome,  had  used  the  liberty 
vdich  the  laws  ot  God  and  nfan  allowed,  and^  by 
takmg  wives,  were  become  obnoxious  to  the  popish 
canons.  Dowdal  received  a  commission  to  enquire 
Into  this  offence,  and  in  conjunction  with  one 
Walsh  already  nominated  to  the  see  of  Meath,  to 

deprive 
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deprive  the  married  clergy.  Staples  was  first  re« 
moved  to  Aiake  way  for  his  judge.  Browne  of 
Dubli.n>  whose  former  zeal  and  authority  had  now 
rendered  him  totally  unpardonable^  Lancaster  of 
Kildare^  and  Traverse  of  Leighlin,  were  successively 
ejected ;  and  their  $ees  filled  with  ecclesiastics  de* 
voted  to  the  Romish  communion.  Several  of  the 
inferior  clergy  were  treated  with  like  severity  :  and 
Dowdal  in  his  svnods  outran  the  zeal  of  govern- 
ment^ and  already  proceeded  to  re-establish  tife 
whole  popish  system. 

But  as  all  further  ordinances  with  respect  to  re- 
ligion were  as  yet  suspended  by  the  English  minis- 
try, Saintlegef  and  his  successor  Fitz- Walter  earl 
of  Sussex,  were  left  at  leisure  to  repress  (he  disorders 
perpetually  arising  in  different  Quarters  of  tlie  island. 
Ann-       The  old  Irish  inhabitants  of  Leix  and  O 'Pally  could 
]y|^^     not  patiently  resign  their  claims  and  possessions  to 
the  new  settlers.    They  were  ever  spiriting  up  Iheir 
friends  and  followers  to  resist  what  they  deemed  an 
injurious  usurpation  of  their  lands;  and  thus  brought 
down  the  vengeance  of  government  upon  their  own 
heads.     Numoers  of  them  were  cut  off  in  the  field, 
or  executed  by  martial  law:  and  the  whole  race 
would  have  been  thus  utterly  extirpated,  had  not 
the  earls  of  Kildare  and  Ormond  interceded  with 
the  queen^  and  become  sureties  for  the  peaceable 
behaviour  of  some  survivors.    These  young  lords, 
on  their  return  to  Ireland,  found  sufficient  employ- 
ment  for  their  valor  and  activity.      Ormond  was 
dispatched  to    repress    the    insolences    of   Daniel 
O'Brien  in  Tfatfmond ;   Kildare  was  commissioned 
to  engage  in  the  local  quarrels  of  Ulster,  and  to 
Waia     assist  John  O'Nial,  (who  was  received  on  his  sub- 
mission into  the  protection  of  government,)  against 
Xno.       some  of  his  turbulent  kinsmen.     A  powerful  body 
Brnieg.    of  Scottish  islanders,  invited  into  Ulster  by  the  chief- 
MS.    -   tain  of  Tirconnel,  joined  those  who  had  already 
settled  in  this  part  of  Ireland,  and  were  followed  by  . 
others  of  their  roving  countrymen ;  swarmed  over 
•    *  '  the 
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the  North,  were  ready  to  engag^e  in  the  service  of 
any  Irish  leader,  who  wishedJto  oppress  his  neigh- 
bours, or  f^tify  his  revenge;  pierced  into  Con- 
naught,  and  every  where  fomented  local  quarrels. 
These  adventurers  at  length  became  so  pestilent, 
that  the  lord-deputy,  Sussex,  ivas  obliged  to  march 
out  against  them ;  and  so  powerful,  that  they  ven- 
tured to  engage  the  royal  army.  They  were  easily 
defeated,  but  not  exterminated ;  for  Sussex  was  soon 
diverted  from  a  war  in  which  little  honor  could  be 
acquired,  by  affairs  of  greater  moment* 

M 4BY  had  concludecf  her  treaty  of  marriage  with 
Philip  of  Spain ;  confirmed  her  authority  by  the 
suppression  of  Wyat's  rebellion^  received  her  hus- 
band, admitted  cardinal  Pole  into  England  in  the 
character  of  legate,  to  reconcile  her  kingdom  to 
the  holy  see;  and  assembled  her  parliaments  in 
which  this  reconciliation  was  completed.  The 
flames  of  persecution  were  already  kindled,  and 
raged  with  infernal  violence  iii  England  ;  when  the  * 
court  found  leisure  to  extend  its  charitable  cares  to 
Ireland,  and  in  this  realm  also  to  tear  up  every  root 
of  heresy,  Susseip  was  directed  to  convene  a  parlia- 
ment, to  which  the  great  business  of  re-establishing 
the  ancient  faith  and  worship  was  committed.  The 
lords  and  commons  assembled  on  the  first  day  of I^vf?** 
June  in  the  year  1556.  The  deputy  who  had  re-phjj^ 
ceived  a  bull  from  Pole,  conveyed  it  to  the  chancel-  Mary. 
lor  to  be  read  in  full  parliament.  It  recited  the 
fatal  separation  of  Ireland  from  the  see  of  Rome, 
the. effect  of  fear  rather  than  free-will  ;  and  the 
readiness  with  which  the  whole  island  had  been  turn- 
ed to  its  obedience  to  the  sovereign  pontiff*,  on  the 
accession  of  Mary,  that  immacuu^te  princess,  who 
had  with  such  firmness  and  constancy  preserved  her- 
self pure  from  the  foulness  of  heresy.  It  pronounced 
a  plenary  absolution  on  all  the  inhabitants  from  this 
their  offence;  ratifying  at  the  same  time,  all  dispo- 
fiition^  of  benefices,  confirming  marriages,  dispensa- 
tions^ and  other  ecclesiastical  proceedings,  during  the 
late  schisrn ;  securing  the  possession  of  church  lands 
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to  those  who  had  been  invested  whh  them,  but  not 
M^ithout  a  gen t|e admonition  to  beware  of  sacrilege, 
and  to  restore  at  least  what  might  be  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  parsonages  and  vicarages  ;  and 
enjoyning  the  parlhiment  to  abrogate  all  laws  en« 
acted  against  the  supremacy  of  Rome.  The  bull 
was  read  aloud  by  tne  chaucelior^  kneeling  on  his 
knees;  and  received  by  the  whole  assembly  of  lords 
And  commons  in  the  same  humble  posture^  in  token 
of  reverence  and  contrition.  They  adjourned  to  the 
catliedral,  where  Te  Deum  was  solemnly  chaunted, 
and  public  thanksgiving  offered  up  in  all  the  moat 
affecting  forms  of  worship,  for  the  present  happy 
restoration  of  the  realm  to  the  unity  of  the  holy 
church. 

After  this  devout  preparation,   which,  as  it  ex- 
pressed their  own  zeal  in  a  manner  highly  flattering 
to  the  court,  at  the  same  time  served  to  strike  the 
people  with  a  lively  abhorrence  of  all  late  innova- 
tions, the  parliament  proceeded  to  execute  the  di- 
If.  Stat,    rections  of  the  English  ministry.    They  began  with 
p^  V    4^c'^'''"S  ^^^^^  *he  queen's  majesty  had  been  born  in 
Mar.        lawful  matrimony,   and  repealing  all  sentences  of 
c.  i.%     divorce,  and  all  acts  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry, 
whereby  the  succession  of  the  crown  \yas  established 
to  the  prejudice  of  Mary.     They  declared  the  re- 
gal power  of  Ireland  to  be  vested  in  her  as  fully  as 
Ibid.        ni  any  of  her  most  noble  progenitors.     They  auopt 
c«p.  3, 4.  the  j^roceedinp^s  of  the  Enjjlish  parliament  for  a^-* 
^^'         certaining  such  offences  agamst  the  king  and  queen^ 
as  shall  be  deemed  treason,  and  for  the  government 
and   administration  of  the  realm  by  their   issue. 
Hence  they  propeed  to  revive  all  statutes  made  in 
Ireland  for  the  punishment  and  suppression  of  here- 
sy :  they  solemnly  ratify  and  establish  all  the  pro- 
vision^ of  the  bull  transmitted  by  the  legate  Pole^ 
Repealing  all  acts  made  against  the  holy  see,  sincci 
the  twentieth  year  of  Henry  the  eighth,  re-establish- 
ing the  jurisdiption  of  the  pope,   discharghig;^  the 
paymeiH  of  first  fruits  to  the  crown^  and  rabtoring  to 
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the  dHsrcli  the  rectories^  gLebes^  and  other  emoluments 
vested  in  the  crown  since  the  twenty-eighth  year  of 
H^nry  the  ei^th^  so  as  to  reserve  only  the  lands 
granted  to  the  laitj^  which  no  zeal  for  religion 
could  induce  them  to  resign,  and  which  it  was  deemed 
highly  dangerous  to  wrest  from  them^  in  either  of 
the  kingdoms. 

BcsroEs  the  acts^ssed  in  (his  parliament  for  their,  g^^^ 
reflation  of  ecclesiastical  af&irs,  others  were  or-3&4 
dauied  for  the  civil  government  of  the  realm.     The^f^-  ^ 
usual  subsidy^  and  for  the  usual  term,   was  granted      '  *^ 
to  the  queen,  for  the  especial  purpose,  as  the  act 
expresses^    of  enabling  her  to  expel  the  Scottish 
islanders:  whose  numbers  were  so  considerable,  andlbid.ci3, 
their  outrages  so  dangerous,  that  it  was  declared  to 
be  high*treason  to  invite  them  into  Ireland,  or  to^ 
entertain  them ;  and  felony  to  intermarry  with  them, 
without  licence  from  the  lord  deputy.     For  the  bet- 
ter disposition  of  the  districts  of  Leixand  0*Fally,c.7. 
which  were  considered  as  countries  recovered  from    . 
the  rebellious  Irish  inhabitants,  lord  Sussex  was  em* 
powered  to  grant  estates  or  leases  in  them,   at  his 
pleasure,  with  reservation  of  such  rents  as  he  sjould 
deem  expedient.     By  another  act,  these  and  the 
adjacent  districts  were  for  ever  vested  in  the  crown,  C.  a. 
and  converted  into  shire-land.     Leix  was  denomi- 
nated the  Queen's  county,  and  its  principal  fort  was 
stiled   Maryburgh:  with  a  like  compliment  to  the 
royal 4;onsort,  O'Fally  was  called  the  King's  county,     . 
and  its  fort  named  Philips-town.      With  an  appear- 
ance of  still  greater  vigor  and  authority,  the  chaii-C.o. 
cellor  was  empowered,  on  the  prorogation  or  disso- 
lution of  the  parliament,  to  direct  a  commissioi) 
under  the  great  seal  for  viewing  all  the  towns,  vil-' 
lages,  and  waste  grounds  of  the  kingdom,   and  re- 
ducing them  to  counties,  shires,  and  hundreds :    a 
power  which  could  not  be  at  this  time  effect ually. 
and  extensively  executed,  and  which  was  granted 
with  such  caution  and  diffidence  in  the  event,   that 
thO'dPowa  w|^  empowered  at  any  tune  within  seven 

yeai-s^, 
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years^  to  snspend  or  revoke  the  commission  with  all 
its  proceedings. 

But  the  law  of  this  parliament  which  must  at 
this  day  be  deemed  of  greatest  consequence^  and 
which  must -hereafter  be  more  particularly  consider- 
ed, was  that  for  explanation  of  the  famous  act  of 
Poynings.  An  interval  of  thirteen  years  had 
elapsed,  in  which  no  parliament  had  been  held  in 
Ireland,  a  period  more  than  sufficient  to  render  the 
usa^e  of  holding  such  assemblies,  and  enacting  laws, 
doubtful  and  obscure,  to  a  people  never  strictly  at- 
tentive to  the  proceedings  of  their  legislature,  had 
this  usage  been  ever  so  regular,  uniform,  and  in- 
variable. 

As  the  kingdom  became  less  disordered,  and  the 
English  power  encreased  in  Ireland,  the  parliament 
became  of  proportionably  greater  consequence,  and 
men  were  more  at  leisure  to  discuss  the  nghts  of  the 
crown,  and  those  of  the  legislature.  And  they  who 
argued  on  that  side  which  appeared  least  favourable 
to  prerogative  were  possibly  not  so  much  embarrassed 
and  intimidated  in  the  rei^n  of  a  woman,  as  in  that 
of  Henry,  whose  authority  was  enormous,  and  his 
rigour  terrible.  To  put  an  end  to  contest  and  de- 
bate, the  present  parliament  formally  defined  the 
intent  and  meaning  pf  Poyning's  law.  It  was 
enacted  that  no  pamament  should  be  summoned  or 
holden  in  Ireland,  until  the  chief  governors  and 
council  should  certify  to  the  throne  the  causes  and 
considerations,  and  such  acts  and  ordinances  as  they 
judged  meet  to  be  enacted :  that  when  these  were 
approved,  and  returned  under  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land a  parliament  should  be  summoned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passing  such  acts,  and  no  other.  But  foras- 
much as  events  might  happen  during  the  time  of 
parliament,  necessary  to  be  provided  for,  the  chief 
governors  and  council  were  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  certify  such  other  causes  and  provisions, 
after  the  summons  and  meeting  of  parliamerft>  as 
the^  shall  further,  then,  think  good  to  be  enac^d : 
which,  and  no  others,  shall  be  passed,  in  every  such 

parliament. 
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parlament^  if  agreed  to  by  the  three  estates.  At 
the  same  it  was  provided  that  all  the  parliaments^ 
and  all  the  acts  passed  since  the  tenth  year  of  Heni^ 
the  seventh^  should  remain  in  the  same  force  as  if 
this  act  had  hot  been  made;  and  that  nothing 
therein  contained^  should  extend  to  the  defeating  of 
any  provisos  made  in  the  present  session.  Such  was 
the  act  which  finally  determined  the  usage  of  hold^ 
ing  parliaments  and  enacting  laws  in  Ireland^  and  by 
which  the  proceedings  of  its  legislature  are  at  this 
day  determined. 

Another  act   of  this    parliament,    though  of  a 
private  nature,  yet  should  not  be  entirely  uimoticed^ 
as  it  affords  an  instance  of  the  meanness  of  ecclesi* 
astical  rancour.     The  successor  to  George  Browne^- Stat 
in  the  see  of  Dublin,  presented  a  petition  to  thcpjjjj^^ 
parliament,    complaining  of  devastations  made  in  Mar. 
the  archiepiscopal  rights,    during  the  late  schism,  c  la 
His  application  was  favourably  received:    it  was 
enacted,  that  all  conveyances  made  of  the  lands  and 
possessions  belonging  to  the  see,  by  Browne,  without 
a  royal  licence,  all  demises    of  any   parcel  .of  the 
archbishopric,  to  his  own  use,  or  to  that  of  any 
.  bastard  ot  his,  should  be  utterly  void.     The  spirit 
of  popish  zeal,  which  glutted  all  its  vengeance  in 
England,  was,  in  Ireland  thus  happily  confined   to 
reversing  the  acts  of  an  obnoxious  prelate,  and  stig- 
matizing his  offspring  with  an  opprobrious  name.- 
Those  assertors  of  the  Reformation  who  had   not 
fled  from  this  kingdom,  were  by  the  lenity  of  Irish 
government  suffered    to    sink  into  obscurity  and 
neglect.     No  warm   adversaries    of  popery   stood 
forth  to  provoke  the  severity  of  persecution  :  the 
whole  nation  seemed  to  have  relapsed  into  the  stupid 
composure    of  ignorance    and  superstition,    from 
which  itj^adbeeu  scarcely  awakened.     And  as  it 
thus  escaped  the  effects  of  Mary's  diabolical  ran- 
cour, several  English  families^  friends  to  the  Refor- 
mation^ 
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matioo,  fled  kilo  Irdand^  and  there  ^  enjeyed  their 
Wm     jf^pinionsftod  worship^  in  privacy^  without  notice  or 
nolestation  *. 

Thk  intervals  between  the  sever^  sessions  of 
this  parliaaient,  afforded  the  chief  governor  vari* 
ous  opportunities  of  repressing  and  intimidating  the 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace^  by  petty  expeditions 
into  different  quarters  of  the  island.  To  secure 
the  new  settlements  in  Leinster^  he  pursued  the  re- 
mains of  those  Lish  septs,  that  had  been  ejected^ 
J.  with  a  severity  of  execution  which  the  Irish  anna- 

D^l^  lists  relate  with  horror.  He  marched  against  the 
MSL  '  Scots  in  Ulster,  and  laid  waste  their  haunts,,  but 
instead  of  exterminating  these  dangerous  rovers^ 
fotind  it  necessary  to  treat,  and  to  accept  tlie  sab- 
missions  of  some  of  the  less  turbulent  among  them. 
These  enemies  served  to  divert  his  attention  from 
the  great  Irish  chieflains  of  the  North,  and  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  relapsing  into  their  ancient 
manners,  without  restraint.  John  0*Nial  of  Tir- 
owen  continued  his  petty  hostilities  with  the 
baron  of  Dungahnon,  until  this  unhappy  lord  had 
jbllen  by  the  hands  of  some  of  those  barbarous 
followers  retained  by  his  brother.  On  the  death 
of  the  old  earl  his  father,  which  the  afflicting  dis- 
€H*ders  of  his  family  had  hastenedi  be  openly  as- 
sumed the  leading  of  his  powerful  sept,  in  defiance 
of  the  pretensions  of  Matthew's  issue ;  and  con- 
tenting 


*  A  popular  story  however  pr^ailed  in  the  subsequent  reigas  for 
which  primate  Usher,  and  the  eari  of  Cork  are  quoted  as  the  prindpal 
anthonties.  It  was  said,  that  Cote,  dean  of  St  PauPs,  wad  sent  into 
Ireland  with  a  commission  to  the  state,  for  proceeding  against  heredcs 
with  the  utmost  severity :  that  at  Chester  he  shewed  this  comnia^oa  ^ 
with  great  exultation  in  the  presence  of  bis  hostess.  The  good  woman  who 
it  S(vm»  was  allied  to  some  protestants  who  had  retired  to  'Dublin,  we 
are  assured,  was  artful  enough  to  steal  the  commission  from  the  IxA  in 
which  it  had  been  depoHted^  Coleprooeeded  on  his  voyage;  appeared > 
before  the  Irish  council;  explained  the  queen's  intention;  but  instead 
of  his  commission,  presented  a  pack  of  cards  substituted  in  its  place. 
He  retired  in  confusion :  and  the  death  of  Mary  prevented  the  renewal 
of  his  commission. 
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contenting  himself  with  declining  any  direct  hostili- 
ties against  English  government,  asserted  his  supe- 
riority over  all  the  neighbouring  clan$  with  an  im- 
perious and  rifforous  severity.  By  a  rude  and  bois- 
terous valor  he  gained  the  esteem  of  his  followers, 
who  collected  in  great  numbers  round  a  chieftain^ 
who  indulged/ and  by  his  example  encouraged  them 
in  excess,  riot,  and  lewdness:  possessed  with  all  the 
gross  vices  of  barbarous  life,  and  with  an  extrava- 
gance of  family  pride,  affecting  as  it  were  a  patrio- 
tic abhorrence  of  English  fennement.  The  Irish 
annalists  record  an  expedition  of  this  brutal  leader, 
more  circumstantially  than  usual;  and  the  reader 
may  not  possibly  be  displeased  to  have  their  narra- 
tive  laid  before  him,  as  it  gives  us  a  picture  of  the 
manners  of  their  countrymen  at  this  period,  as  well 
as  a  specimen  of  their  native  history. 

Domestic  dissention  had  for  some  time  raged  in 
the  leading  family  of  Tirconnel.  The  chietSiin  ofAmi, 
this  district,  worn  out  with  age,  and  oppressed  by^* 
the  unnatural  cruelty  of  his  son  Calvagb,  who  had 
detained  him  two  years  in  prison,  could  but  ill  sup- 
port the  honors  of  his  family,  or  the  independence 
of  his  tribe,  Hugh,  his  other  son,  to  revenge  these 
quarrels  which  had  raged  between  the  brothers,  fled 
with  his  partizans  to  O'Nial,  pressed  him  to  seize 
the  favourable  moment  of  forcing  Tirconnel  to  sub- 
mit to  his  superior  authority,  and  offered  to  assist 
him  in  the  invasion  of  his  own  country,  and  the  de* 
struction  of  his  own  family.  John  was  readily  per- 
suaded to  an  expedition  so  suited  to  his  passions; 
summoned  his  vassals  and  auxiliaries,  so  as  to  ex« 
haust  all  Tirowen,  and  the  whole  adjoining  tract  of 
Argial  of  their  military  inhabitants ;  and,  entering 
Tirconnel,  pitched  his  camp  between  two  river^ 
displayin*^  bis  great  force,  and  denouncing  venge- 
ance agamst  all  his  opposers.  The  first  alarm  of 
this  invasion  determined  the  inhabitants  of  Tyrcon- 
nel  to  secrete  their  valuable  effects,  and  drive  their 
flqcka  aind  herds  into  t^e  more  ^^accessible  quarters 
/  of 
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of  their  country ;  a  precaution  which  the  hostile 
chieftain  affected  to  treat  with  contempt  and  scorn. 
''  Let  them  drive  our  prey  into  the  midst  of  L'^in- 
*^  ster,  or  let  them  hide  it  in  the  South/'  cried  O'Nial. 
"  W^  shall -pursue  it  to  the  remotest  quarter  of  the 
^'  island.  No  power  shall  protect  our  enemies; 
^'  or  stop  the  proo^ress  of  the  prince  and  sovereign 
''  of  Ulster. 

Calvagh^  on  whom  the  defence  of  his  country 
bad  devolved,  found  his  forces  utterly  unequal  to 
a  contest  with  this  arrogant  invader ;   and  as  the 
common  danger  had  reconciled  the  father  and  the 
son,  he  consulted  the  old  chieftain,  on  the  conduct 
he  was  to  pursue,  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  in 
this  dangerous  emergency.     ''  Po  not,''  said  the 
father^  ^^  attempt    wiui    our   inferior   numbers    to 
■'  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field.     O'Nial  is  advance 
^'  ing  on  us,  ana  in  this  new  situation  his  camp 
''  bears  a  formidable  aspect;  but  what  though  it 
^'  be  provided  with   stores  of  every  kind ;    what 
"  though    every  necessary  and^  every    luji^ury    is 
^'  brought  thither  and  exposed  to  sale,  as  in  a  regu- 
*'  lar  market,  yet  the  state  and  magnificence  of  the 
'*  enemy  may  be  greater  than  his  precaution ;  attack 
^-  his  camp  by  night ;  one  sudden  and  vigorous  ef- 
'^  fort  may  disperse  our  enemies  at  once," 
The  advice  was  applauded ;    and   two  gallant 
•    youths  freely  offered  to  undertake  the  dangerous 
office  of  entering  the  camp  at  close  of  day,  in 
order  to  spy  out  the  circumstances  and  situation 
of  the  enemy.      They  passed  his  guards  mixed 
with  his  tumultuous  soldiers,  traversed  the  camp, 
and  made  all  their  observations,    unheeded,    An 
unusual  blaze  of  large  tapers  directed  them  to  the 
generals  pavilion,  where  John  O'Nial  lay  surround- 
ed by  his  body  guards,  consisting  of  si^i^ty  Irish  vas- 
sals, bearing  the  battle-axe^  and  asf  maqy  mercenary 
Scots,  arme()  with  their  broad  cutting  swords  and 
targets.     And  so  little  were  the  youths  suspect- 
^,    that    when    supper   was   brought   to    these 

guard%^ 


guard's^  they  itiVifed  theiri  to'  partake  of  tlieir  re-  ^ 
pa^tf.  To  accept  tliis  invitation,  was  to  form  a 
rri^ndsfaip  M^itH  thefee  men  not  to  be  violated ;  wbic^ 
sihould  prevent  therh  from'  giving  ^hy  intelligence^ 
oi*,  if  discovered,  vvonld  have  rendered  their  intel- 
ligence' suSpecfed..  They  tliei-efore  declined  the 
courtesy;  and  flying  fo  their  companions,  related 
what  thfey  ht(d  s^en  aiid  heard,  ana  enflamed  them 
i^th  impatience  to  siuprise  thfe  enemy.     Even  the  ^ 

old  O'Donnel  moniited' Jiis  hoi-se,  and  offered,  to 
lead'hisconntrVmen  to  the  attack;  they  yfere  form- 
ed by  Calvagn  into  one  compacted  l>ody,  and  un- 
der tne.  conduct  of  their  ^pies,  burst  into  the  camp 
at  midnight,  bearing  down  their  opposers,  and 
spreading  terror  and  confusion.  John  O'Nial,  to 
vthosc  tent  thi^  enemy  was  pressing  forward  with 
dreadful  slaughter,  started  at  the  tumult,  found  hinv- 
self  abandoned  by  his' guards,  and  fled  precipitate- 
ly: two  youths' only  accompanied  him,  sons  of  the 
revolted  Hugh  O'Donnel,  and  by  swimming  over 
rivers,  andtrkver^ing  unknown  ways,  with  difficulty 
gained  a  place  of  safety.  The  whole  army  of  Tir- 
pweri  dispersed,  and  left  the  victors  to  enjoy  th^ 
pluTidei'  of  (hfe  caitip.' 

SucH'i^  the  account  of  this  local  war,  in  whicli 
the  English 'government  Had  not  sufficient  power  or 
authority  to  interpose.  Sussex  had  b.een  recalled 
for  some'titrie  inlo  England;  and  Sir  Henry  Sidney^ 
who  administered  the  ";overnment  in  his  absence, 
first^ri  conjunction  with  the  archbishop  of  Dublin, 
'and  afterward^  singly,  found  sufllicient  employment 
in  regiilatinj^  the  pale.*  The  clergy  held  their 
synods,  and  fonned  their  constitutions  for  the  com- 
plete establishment  of  the  old  rites  and  ceremonies. 
The  ornaments  of  several  of  their  churches  which  Wm«. 
had  been  conveyed  away,  were  recovered  and  re- 
placed. The  priory  of  Kilmainham  was  in  excej  - 
tion  to  the  general  regulation  of  ecclesiastical  aflairs, 
restored  to  the  church  ;  and  several  Irish  chieftains 
of  ^tmikt  note  were  reconciled  to  a  government  so 
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zealously  attached  to  die  Romish  comiriiinion,  and 
consented  to  swear  allegrance.  Sussex,  on  his  re« 
turn,  was  called  into  Thornond,  to  repress  the  via- 
lences  of  Daniel  O'Brien.  In  the  contests  which  he 
had  raised  in  sapport  of  his  own  pre-eminence,  his 
brother,  the  barou  of  Ibracken,  had  been  kiUed ; 
and  a  vigorous  interposition  of  the  lord  deputy  wa^ 
required  fo  prevent  his  dispossessing  the  son  of  this 
baron,  and  seizing  the  sovereignty  of  Thomond. 
m  The  sudden  appearance  of  lord  Sussex  dispersed 

his  rude  followei^,  and  terriBed  and  restrained  him 
for  a  time.     His  nephew  was  declared  earl  of  Tho- 
mond, and  invested  with  the  lands  annexed  to  this 
Journal  of  title.     He  consented  to  hold  them  as  an  English 
E.  Sussex, subject,   swore  allegiance  to  the  king  and  queen, 
J?^^J"^' together  with  all  his  freeholders,  in  the  most  solemn 
Ann.  "    form,  and  renoimced  the  name  of  the,  O'Brien,  to 
Doneg.     the  utter  mortification  of  his  Irish  adherents.     ''  He 
Mas.       ff  accepted  the  title  of  earl,"*  say  their  aimalists, 
"  but  gave  up  the  dignity  of  Dalcais,  to  the  asto- 
*'  nishment  and  indignation  of  all  the  descendents 
"  of  Heber,  Heremon,  and  Ith."    . 

The  Scottish  adventurers,  in  the  mean  time,  as 
flic  decision  of  the  war  in  Tirconnel  left  them  no 
military  employment  in  Ulster,  entered  into  the 
service  of  some  turbulent  chieftains  of  ihe  West ; 
but,  before  they  could  raise  any  considerable  disor- 
ders,  were  suddenly  attacked  by  the  earl  of  Clan- 
ricarde,  who  defeated  and  pursued  these  pestilent 
invaders,  to  the  almost  total  destruction  of  their 
body ;  and  Sussex,  on  his  return  from  Munster,  was 
enabled  to  revenge  their  outrages  by  a  descent  upon 
the  Scottish  isles. 
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Acceuum  of  Elizabeth  to  the  throne  f  .•  •  •  Sussex  chtef  goter* 
nor  4  •  • .  State  of  Ireland  at  this  periods  •  ♦  .  Sir  Henry 
Sidmry^s  motions  against  John  O^NiaL  » •  .Artifice  of  this 
chieftain.  . .  Their  conference*  *  mO^NioTs  acute  defence  of 
his  conduct.  •  •  Scheme  for  re-establishing  the  Reformation 
p  • .  Irish' parliament  of  the  second  year  of  queen  Elisabeth 
0  •  •  Temper  of  this  assembly .  .^Its  laws .  •  •  How  received 
by  the  people.  ,  .Alarming  spirit  of  the  Itomish  party.  • . 
New  excesses  of  John  O^Nialf  • .  .His  insolence  and  ca^ 
price.  9  •  9 Sussex  marches  against  him,  •  •  .Their  accom* 
modation  ^>f » .O^Nial  swears  allegiance.  •  •  .Attends  the 
ckiefgovemar  to  Dublin,  p  •  .Repairs  to  the  court  of  Eli* 
zabethp  • .  .His  appearance  and  retinue. » .  .He  is  recon^ 
died  to  the  queen » » » .Affects  an  extraordinary  teal  for  her 
service,  p  p  .His  conduct  still  suspicious,  p . .  Sussex  defends 
the  pale  agoinst  himp  p » p  Sir  Henry  Sidney  chief  governor 
p , .  .Garrison  of  Derry  offensive  to  O'^Nial. . .  .His  ob* 
serration  on  the  promotion  of  Mac- Arthy. . .  .He  provokes 
the  fu>stililies  of  the  English  p  p .  pHe  proposes  a  conference 
tcith  the  lord  deputy.  •  •  .Refuses  to  attend. . .  .Hi$  open 
rupture  zpith  the  English  government;  and  the  occasion  of 
it.p  p  .His  irruptions p  p  •  .His  practices  in  Ireland^  and  in 
foreign  countries  p ...  He  endeavours  to  amuse  the  lord 
deputy,  p . .  Wise  measures  of  Sidney  for  reducing  John 
P^Nial. « •  .Distresses  of  this  chieftain p  •  #  .He  is  disap" 
pointed  find  deserted. .  t  .Resolves  to  submit^,  p .  .is  dis^ 
suaded.  •  •  .Applies  to  the  Scots p .  •  .His  tragical  death 
. . .  Sydney^ s  regulations  of  Tirowen. .  t  ElizabetlCs  fears 
and  suspicions p » .  .Character  of  the  earl  of  Desmond ^  •  • , 
flis  feuds  with  the  House  ofOrmond.  t .  pHis  spirited  ob* 
serration  when  wounded  and  made  prisoner. . .  .Sydney 
suspfiUi  of  partiality  to  this  lord.. .  •  .Seizes  and  conveys 
film  tQ  VitbHn,^  p ,  Desmond  and  other  lords  attend  Sidney 
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to  the  court  of  Elizabeths  ...The  earl  a$id  his  brother 
committed  to  the  Tower.  •  •  .Disorders  occasioned  by  the 
absence  of  Sydney  •  •  • .  He  returns . .  f .  Convenes  a  parUo" 
me  fit. .  ..Tt  mper  of  Jthe  house  of  Commons^  •  •  ^ClamQurs 
and  discontents.  *  •  ^Acts  of  this  assembly] 

A:  D.  W  E  are  now  arrived  at  a  period  of  this  history, 
J358,  ^vhen  the  circiimst^ncep  pf  ^njj^Iand,  and  the  com- 
plicated dan<jers  of  the  reigning  princess,  demanded 
an  e.i^traardinarY  attentioQ  to  Ihe  iotereats  431^  4bA 
crown  in  I.relanci ;  when  a  series  .of  commotions  in 
this  countfy  added  to  the  anxieties  of  hercei^,  and 
engaged  her  in  a  perpetual  cootest  with  factioQ,  in* 
purrection,  and  foreign  invasion,  itU  a  genera j  re- 
bellion, at  length  happily  subdued,  served  to  eon-^ 
iinu  the  authority  of  English  government,  Jbroke  (he 
turbulent  spirits  of  its  enemies  to  obedience,  and 
laid  a  fair  foundation  for  the  peaceable  anc}  rational 
settlement  of  ihe  whole  island. 
Camden.  On  the  accession  of  Elizabeth>  the  earl  of  Sussex 
vpas  considered  as  a  meritorious  governor,  who 
with  a  small  force,  had  retained  Ireland  in  peace 
f^nd  regularity.  But  whatever  niight  have  been  the 
comparative  quiet  of  this  country,  yet  i\o\^e  of  its 
provinces  were  at  this  time  fr6e  from  disorders,  in 
looker.  Munster,  Mac-Art^y  incjeed  lived  peaceabje  and 
MSS  ^^'^  disposed  to  English  government ;  but  Daniel 
O'Brien' lyas  incessiant  In  his  attempts  against  tlie 
earl  of  Thomondl^  an(l  raised  perpetual  brawls  in 
support  of  his  preteusions  to  the  chieffainry  of 
Korth-Munsler ;  while  tl^e  ejarls  pf  Pesipon^  W^^J 
Drmond  lived  in  a  stat^  pf  rivaUhip  and  enmi(yi 
dangerous  to  the  public  peace.  The  Western  pro- 
vince Had  been  for  some  tiipe  nii^erably  haf^ecl  by 
the  feud^  subsist jng  between  th^  e^r\  of  Ci^nncari[|e, 
^nd  that  sept  of  the  lie  Burghos,  called  by  the  Irish 
Mac- William  Qughter.  In  Lein^ter.  tlie  survivprs 
pf  Ihe  old  families  of  Lei^  and  Q'FaHy,  harbaured 
fm  implacable  Kesent«if^n|  for  the  severities  they  bftd 
pndi»rcd.    They  considered  themselves  im»  ^^^^ 


from. the  pQ8M8!9g<i9  of  their  jtncestons^tby.aa  inif  ui'- 
toi\s  scheme  of  iraufi  find  treachery^  wpported  by 
vjoleoce^aud  cruejtjr;  *  apfl  provoked^  but  not  iu« 
tiiqidnited  by  the  4eath  of  3uch  nambors  of  their 
iLinsoien.  they  mr^^tched  every  favouxable  occasion  of 
rushing  from  thc^r  seciethauiits,,and4ii$sailing  those 
uew  inhabitants  to  whom  their  lands  were  distri- 
buted; xeti;*i]4g  at  4b?  appearaoe  of  idanger^  aud 
waiting  in  theu'  iuacce^bl?  woods  and  .mpimtain^ 
to  repqat  their  inrpads. 

7¥^  Northern  pjpyinoe  .^fforded  a  prospect  still 
laoTf^  ^isivmiug,  John  O'Nial  h^  recov^rd  froiii 
bis  co^fusipo^  and  collected  his  followers  who  had 
^ied  so  precipitately  from  Tirconnel.  He  was  the 
ac]ciK>)y)ledged  4?hieuain  of  hi$  extensive  district ;  ho  . 
claimed  tj^e  :^vqreignt^  of  all  Ulster^  and  recom* 
laeoded  hioa^elf  'to  the  favour  of  his  people^  by  af- 
fecting ,thc  mpst  exalted  ideas  of  the  antientgran-  > 
dieur  of  ^  icouatry.  He  had  indeed  professed 
peaceable  intentions  towards  the  crown  of  England, 
^d  been  ^oro^ally  received  into  the  protection  of 
the  lord  depaty ;  but  his  assuming  the  chleftainry 
of  Tirowen  was  in  effect  a  defiance  of  the  govern^ 
luent  which  had  created  his  father  a  peer  of  (he 
realm^  vested  him  with  his  lands  to  be  held  by  Eng* 
Ush  ifi^uJpsJ  afid  decided  the  succession  in  favor  of 

Matthew 

■*  Howi^fO' w«  may  suspvBf;!  the  partiality  of  the  Irish  annalists  in  thoir^ 
aocouats  of  the  treatroeiu  of  those  people,  yet  there  is  ^a  passage  in  a 
letter  of  primate  Dowdal,  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  written  in  the  last  year 
«f  Manr,  and  extant  among  the  MSS.  of  Trinity  College,  Dubhn, 
irhich  however  cautiously  expressed,-  yet  seems  to  ineinuate  that  these 
fjpimilies  pf  O'Moore  and  O'Connor  had  received  hard  measure  He 
fdvises  that  they  be  reistored  to  grape,  and  invested  with  some  part  of 
their  o|d  territory.  **  3ut,  peradventure,'*  saith  he,  some  men  will 
f*  reckon  this  vfay  to  be  not  for  the  queen^a  honor,  to  make  pe^ce  witb 
f*  that  peopte  thai  hath  so  many  times  digrp^^  from  their  promise,  an4 
M  orders  taken  with  them,  as  it  is  said*  And  whether  it  be  so  or  not,  I 
f^  do  not  know  it  But  admit  it  be,  men  must  consider  the  rudeae39  (V 
H  e^cb  peppla,  aB^l-4ftff  ccoaskn  ak^  ^fiMr  icetr,*  ftc. 
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Matthew  and  his  Jssae.  His  turbulence  and  arro- 
gance had  been  represented  in  such  alarming  co- 
lours to  Sir  Henry  Sydney,  who  a()ministered  the 
government  in  tlje  absence  of  Sussex,  that,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  he  marched  northwards,  to 
terrify  this  chieftain.  From  Dundalk,  he  summon- 
ed him  to  jBppear,  to  explain  his  conduct,  and  give 
assurances  ot  his  loyalty,  O'Nial  is  repregeuted  as 
a  man  abandoned  to  brutal  excesses,  mdulging  in 
sottish  ebriety,  and  burying  himself  in  earth,  to  cor- 

Wpokff:-  rect  the  intemperature  ofnis  body,  But  whatever 
was  the  rudeness  of  his  manners,  he  was  cautious, 
circumspect,  and  acute,  The  attachment  of  his 
followers,  he  knew,  depended  on  the  opinion  of 
bis  power  and  dignity;  and,  according  to  their 
ideas,  to  attend  Sydney  in  his  quarters,  were  in  ef- 
fect an  abject  submission,  and  acknowledgment  of 
his  sqperiority,  His  pride  and  policy  therefore  der 
termined  him  to  evade  this  summons  ;  and,  at  once, 
to  impress  his  countrymen  with  an  opinion  of  his 
consequence,  and  to  persuade  the  deputy  of  his 
peaceable  and  amicable  dispositions,  he  returned  a 
message  full  of  duty  to  the  queen,  ;md  reverence  to 
her  governor;  requesting  that  Sydney  would  ho- 
por  hini  with  a  visit,  and  be  sponsor  to  his  child  ; 
which  wpuld  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  confer- 
ring upon  all  matters  relative  to  the  interest  and 
honor  of  his  government.  The  insolence  of  this 
overture  was  fijlly  conceived ;  yet  it  was  deemecj 
expedient  to  comply  with  it ;  ^nd  John  O'Nial  was 
attended  by  the  lord  deputy.  He  entertained  him 
with  rude  magnificence ;  but  when  the  ceremonial^ 
were  perforn)ed,  ^nd  the  real  business  of  their  meet- 
ing came  to  be  discusspf),  Johq  was  ^ell  prepare^ 
to  defend  his  conduct. 

fbid.  With  6rmnes8  and  composure  he  acknowledged 

that  he  had  opposed  the  succession  of  Matthew's 
clilldren  to  the  sovereiffnty  xif  Tirowen.  But  it  was 
well  known,  (he  addea,)  that  this  Matthew,  whom 
Henry  the  eighth  had  incautiously  created  hM$p  of 
Pui)«:apnon;,  was  the  offspring  of  a  mean  woman^of 
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Duodalk  the  wife  of  a  smith,  and  for  sixteen  yeara 
;-eputed  to  be  his  son ;  until  earl  Conn  acc^ted  him 
as  his  child,  on  the  allegation  of  an  adulteress^  and  ' 

with  a  shameful  partiality  preferred  him  to  his  legi- 
tiniate  issue :  that  if  he  himself  were  to  resi^i  his 
pretensions  in  favor  of  any  son  of  such  a  father,  yet 
more  than  one  hundred  persous  of  the  name  of 
0*NiaI  were  ready  to  asser^  the  honor  of  their  fa« 
mily  against  the  usurpation  of  any  spurious  race; 
That  the  letters  patent,  on  which  their  claim  was 
founded,  were  in  effect  vain  and  frivolous;  for 
Conn,  by  the  ancient  institutions  of  his  country, 
could  claim  no  right  in  Tirowen,  but  during  his 
own  life-;  nor  was  he  empowered  to  surrender  or 
exchange  his  tenure,  without  consent  of  all  the 
lords  and  inhabitants  of  this  territory.  Or  if 
the  cause  should  be  determined  by  the  English 
law,  it  is  the  known  order  and  course  of  this  law 
that  no  grants  can  be  made  by  letters  patent^ 
until  an  inquisition  be  previously  held  of  the  lands 
to  be  conveyed ;  but  no  such  inquisition  had 
been  held  ia  Tirowen,  which  had  not  known 
the  English  law,  nor  ever  been  reduced  to  an  Eng- 
lish county..  Were  it  still  insisted  that  the  inheri- 
tance should  descend  in  succession  to  the  rightful 
heir,  he  was  rightful  heir,  as  eldest  of  the  legiti- 
mate sons  of  Conn.  But.  his  pre-eminence  was  de* 
rived  from  an  origin  still  more  glorious ;  froni  the 
free-election  of  his  countrymen,  who  on  his  father's 
death  had  chosen  him  their  leader,  as  the  best  and 
bravest  of  his  family:  an  election  ever  practised  in 
his  country  without  any  application  to  the  crown  of 
England.  And  thus  invested  with  the  sovereignty 
of  Tirowen,  he  claimed  only  those  rights  and  juris- 
diciions,  which  a  long  train  of  predecessors  had  en- 
joyed, which  were  ascertained  and  recorded,  so  as  to 
exclude  all  controversy,  and  to  render  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  English  government  totally  unnecessary. 

The  siiirit  and  address  of  this  plea  do  not  bespeak  ^*^''* 
the  wltjshiiess  and'stupidi^  of  a  drunkard.    Sydney 
consulted  his  counselloi-*;  his  counsellors  were  si- 
^  %  lcnc«d 
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fenc^d^by  the  reasoning,  and  astonished  sit  tUi^ftl'm- 
ness-of  tfie  Irirfi  lord.  By  their  advice^  he  replied 
thftt  the  potntii  now  stated  werer  of  tob'  great  conse- 
quence to  pedeivean  intmediate'decision  ;  that  they 
Were  finrt*  to^bc  communicated  tb  the  queen.  In  the 
mean  time  he  advised  O'Nial  to  persevere  in  a  du- 
tiful and  peaceable  demeanor,  and  to'  I'est  assured 
of  receiving  from  tlie  throne'  whatiever  shotild  be 
found  riffht,  meet,  atid  equitable.  T^he  chieftain 
promised  topurfeue  ihfs  counsel ;  ahd  they  separated 
mthe  utmost  amity. 
»yw-^  And  now  the  earl  of  Suissex  fettinied  td'thego- 
^•P*  yernment  of  Ireland^  ^th  special  in^ttruetions  for  es- 
tablishing thei-etormed  worship.  Fbr'tHis  purpose 
he  was  commissioned  to'assemble  a  parliamerit^  for 
enacting  statutes  similar  to  those  already  madfe  in 
England.  The  dueen's  sentiments  with  respect  to 
religion  were  well  known ;  and  lords  and  comitions 
met  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January  1560,  fully 
apprized  of  the  purpose  of  tKeir  eonventioti,  but 
hot  universally  well  disposed  towards  the  intended 
i^gulations.  Such  various  establishment^  With  re- 
spect to  religion  had  been  made,  and*  reversed,  in 
^•'^  the  reigns  of  Henry,  Edward,  and  Mary,  that  the 
numerous  partizans  of  Rome*  affected  to"  lament 
those  distractions  which  had  followed  the  first  revolt 
from  the  ancient  system ;  and  urged,  that,  to  give 
rest  to  the  minds  and  conscifettc'es  of  men,  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  resist  all  further  innovation.  It 
Hot.  Can.  appears  by  the  catalogue  of  this  parliament^  that 
U.  2  £liz.hiost  of  the  temporal  lords  were  tnose  whose  de- 
scendants, even  to  our  own  days,  continued  firmly 
attached  to  the  Romish  communion;  but  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  prelates,  were  such  as  quietly 
enjoyed  their  sees,  by  conform irig  oceasionally  to 
different  niodcs  of  religion ;  nor  doth  it  appear  that 
of  the  whole  number,  amounting  to  nineteen,  more 
than  two,  Welsh  of  Meat h,  and  Leverenx  of  Kil- 
dare,  were  strenuous  an§  detfefttiined  adliereotsto 
the  aiicient  relifirion.     In  the  House  of  Commons 
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fiad  representatives  sumtnoned  for  t^n  coontiei 
only*;  the  rest,  which  raade  up  theniimber  of  seven- 
ty mx,  were  citizens  and  burgesses  of  those  towns  in  '  .  ^ 
which  the  royal  authority  was  predominant.  It  is 
therefore  little  wosder,  that  in  despite  of  clamor 
and  opposition/ in  a  session  of  a  few  weeks/ the 
whole  ecclesiastical  system  of  queen  Mar^  was  en- 
tirely reversed,  by  a  series  of  statutes  conformable  to 
those  already  enacted  by  the  English  le<»n.slatiire. 

TfiE  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  was  restored  to  their  Stat 
crown,  and  a  new  oath  of  supremacy  appointed ;  ^- ^^^2- 
laws  against  heresy  repealed  ;  thef  use  of  the  Com-^  i»2,'3. 
mon  Prayer  enforced,  with  such  alterations  as  had 
been  already  made  in  England ;    and  all  subjects 
obliged  to  attend  the  public  seivice  of  the  church, 
The  firat-fruits  and  twentieth  parts  of  all  church- 
revenues  were  restored  to  the  crown  ;  and  the  futile  c.  4. 
form  of  electing  prelates  by  deans  and  chapters,  by 
virtue  of  the  wVit  called  Conge  d'Elire,  was  entirely 
abolished  in  Ireland,  as  attended  with  unnecessary 
delays  and  costs,  and  derogatory  to  the  royal  prero- 
gative.    It  was  provided  that  the  queen  and  her  ^ 
heirs  by  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land or  Irelanu,  or  the  chief  goveruor  duly  au« 

Vol.  IL  2  F  thorized. 


*  Tbese  were  Dublin,  Meath«  West-Meoth,  Louth,  Kildare,  Ca« 
tberlowy  Kilkenny,  Waterford,  Tippet ary,  and  Wexford.  The  coun- 
ties ifot  represented  were  Cork,  Kerry,  Limerick,  Connaught,  Clare, 
Antrim,  Ardee  Down,  King's  county.  Queen's  county. 

t  Tbere  v»  a  remarkable  clause  in  this  act,  which,  iirom  tb0  styl6g 
4ppea»  to  have  been  inserted  by  the  parliament  after  the  first  transmicsi 
Of  the  bill,  and  possibly  was  procured  by  those  who  had  opposed  it. 
It  imports,  that  as  in  most  places  of  the  realm,  there  cannot  be  found 
Bnglisb  minivers,  and  as  the  insh  language  is  diftieult  to*  be  printed, 
atid  tbat  few  can  read  the  Irish  letters,  the  queen  is  humbly  prayed,  that 
it  may  be  enacted,  that  in  every  chun^h  where  the  nnuister  hath  no 
knowledge  of  the  English  tongue^  it  may  be  lawful  for  him  to  officiate 
in  Latin. — If  this  did  not  efwctually  provide  for  the  edification  of  tho 
pemile,  it,  at  least,  served  to  sheathe  Hie  accimony  of  their  prejudices 
$ffat^  the  reformed  worship,  by  allowing  it  to  be  perforuwU  in  th^ 
Htaal  Jaoguage  of  tlieir  devotions,   -' 


4itir 
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thorized,  shaU^  by  hk  letters  patent^  colfftte  to  all 
vacant  sees;  that  persons  so  collated,  shall  be  con- 

*  secrated  and  invested  with  their  rights,  and  that 
the  prelates  directed  to  eoiisecnite  uiera,  shall  pay 
due  obedience  to  the  royal  mandate,  \%ithin  twenty 
days  tinder  the  penalties  of  the  statute  of  premunire. 

Ir.  Stat    These  ordtnaTices  were  followed  by  an  act  of  recog- 
4  El.  c.  5.|>iti0||  of  the  queen's  title  to  the  crown  of  Ireland ; 

*  *    •  ^'    another^  extending  the  act  of  the  late  reign,  where- 

by certain  offences  were  made  treason,  to  the  pre- 
sent queen;  aixl  a  third,  restoring  tlie  priorv  of 
Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  to  the  crown,  and  revoking 
all  dispositions  made  of  the  revenues  of  this  house, 
by  Messingberd  the  late  prior,  a  zealous  partizao 
of  Rome,  who  by  resorting  on  frivolous  pretences 
to  tlie  Irish  districts^  had  become  suspected  of  raising 
and  fomenting  insurrections.  Whether  from  a  con- 
sciousness of  guilty  or  a  dread  of  power,  he  fled; 
so  that  it  was  further  enacted  in  this  parliament, 
that  he  should  be  required  by  proclamation  to  sur- 
render, within  forty  days^  or  else  be  attainted  of 

^  bigh-treaspn. 

So  much  had  Sussex  been  alarmed  by  the  oppo- 

Q  y  sition  he  had  encountered  in  this  parliament,  that 
he  dissolved  it  in  a  few  weeks :  and  repairing  to  the 
queen,  entrusted  the  Irish  government,  by  her  di- 
rection: to  Sir  William  Fitz- William,  a  person  not 
considerable  enough  to  enforce  his  authority  among 
a  people  who  were  only  to  be  managed  by  a  deputy 
ot  power  and  consequence ;  and  were  now  particu- 
larly provoked  by  the  violence  offered  to  their  reli- 
gious prejudices.  The  partizans  of  Rome  in- 
veighed against  the  heretical  queen  and  her  impious 
ministers.  The  clergy  who  refused  to  conform, 
abandoned  their  cures ;  no  reformed  ministers  could 
be  found  to  supply  their  places ;  the  churches  fell 
to  ruiu ;  the  people  were  left  without  any  religious 
worship  or  instruction.  Even  in  places  of^mostjcivi^ 
llty,  the  statutes  lately  made  were  evaded  or  ne- 
glected 
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gleeted  Mdth  impunity  *,  Tlie  isTiorant  were  taught 
to  abominate  a  government,  which  they  heard  con*  ' 
signed  to  all  the  terrors  of- the  divine  vengeance; 
were  exhorted  to  stand  prepared  for  a  glorious  op- 
portunity of  asserting  the,  eause  of  religion ;  and 
assured  of  effectnal  support^  both  from  the  pope, 
whose  authority  had  been  profaned^  and  from  the 
king  of  Spain^  now  particularly  ofiended  at  Eliza- 
beth. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  turbulent  chieftaiti  of  Tir-War«. 
owen  readily  listened  to  those  flatterers  who  remind* 
ed  him  of  the  antient  honors  of  his  family.  Intoxi* 
rated  by  pride  and  amoition,  he  entered  the  terri- 
tories of  O'Reily,  a  neighbouring  Irish  lord,  whom 
he  compelled  to  acltinowledgp  his  superiority,  and  to 

give 


'^  We  have  •  striking  instanoa  of  the  waakness  of  ffywfnmeni  about 
Ihis  thne,  the  reluctance  with  which  the  statutes  of  the  late  parliament 
were  received,  and  the  indulgenpe  vfhipk  this  spirited  queen  was  obliged 
IQ  shew  to  the  prejudices  other  Irish  subjects,  in  a  letter  to  the  pnvy 
council.     Rot  Can.  Hib,  4  Etiz.  Dorao. 

**  And  wberena  by  other  your  letters  of  the  second  of  September,  ye 

^^  declare^  jthal  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  sundrie  of  the  chapter  of 

'*  A.rdmagh,  th^  dean  there  can  not  conveniently  procede  to  th*  election 

*'  of  Mr.  Adam  Lofthowse  to  that  archbushopncke,  -according  to  the 

^*  anctority  lately  received  from  us,  and  ior  supplie  thereof  doo  devise 

'*  to  make  unto  hym  in  the  mean  season^  a  commission  for  the  ordering 

**  of  ecclesiastical  causes,  within  that  diocesse;    moving  further,  that 

**  the  rents  growing  of  the  possessions  of  that  archbusbopricke  myght 

**  be  bestowed  upon  hym  by  warrant  from  us,  and  the  same  to  be  holden 

^  withoul  accompte  from  the  di^te  of  our  letters  of  his  nomination.  We 

**  doo  very  well  allow  your  said  devise,  and  doog:yve  auctority  uuto  youe 

*'  oure  said  deputy,  phauncellor,  and  eyerie  Qtkir  our  officers  to  whom 

'*  it  shall  appertaigne,  as  well  to  make  out  undir  our  great  seale  and 

*■  otlurwise,  as  the  case  may  move,  and  as  many  writings  as  shall  be 

**  cdnvenieute  for  the  performance  thereof  towards  hym,  aa  alsoe  to 

*^  gyv^  d\ie  ^lowance  of  the  saide  revenues  by  way  of  accompte  as  of 

'*  money  by  us  speciallie  grauqted  unto  hym,  by  w^rr&ute  hereof,  and 

**  80e  to  continue  until  he  may  receive  his  establishment  in  the  busho- 

^*  pricke  by  such  ordinano  iumuob,  as  in  seu^blable  c«s^  lu^th  bene  ac- 

•*  customed." 

Hence  it  should  seem  that  the  statute  for  abolishing  the  writ  of  Con^^ 
fBlier  was  already  forgotten,  or  that  it  could  not,  Qr  vras  not  ^uteqdt^il 
tQ  hf^  oa^epul^  strictly  «ad  geodraliy. 
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Ir.Stat.    give.hMtii}^  as  his  vassal.    Raging  wUli  revenge, 
bLT  3     ^^  i^u.d<|eiily  poured  his  foUowera  into  Tiroonneli 
c.  r.        surprized  his  old  enemy  Calvagh>  and  cast  htm  into 
chains,  until  his  rapaciousness  had  been  fully  glutted 
by  tb«  surrender  of  all  his  valuable  property :  and 
When  folea««ed,  this  iinhappy  chieftain  had  the  af- 
fliction to  find  his  son  detained  captive*  and  his  wife 
defiled,  and  madt^  the  concubine  of  his  brutal  con« 
queror.     While  O'Nial  thus  asserted  his  title  to  the 
sovoreignity  of  Ulster,  he,  at  the  same  tig»e,  breathed 
the  most  rancorous  abhoiTence  and  d«fiance  of  the 
En<;li»h.     A  strong  fort  which  he  had  erected  in 
one  of  his  islands,  he  named  Foogh-ne-Qall,  that 
•     )s,  the  abomination  of  Englishmen*     One  of  his  fol- 
lowers^ on  the  bare  suspicion  of  being  a  spy  for  the 
government,  was  instantly  hanged  up :  in  the  mad- 
ness of  insplence  and  caprice,  he  condemned  ano- 
ther to  the  s^me  fate,  for  degenerating  so  far  from 
his  native  manners  as  to  feed  on   English  bi'scuit. 
iSnch  excesses  were  provoking  and  alarming,  espe- 
cially as  the  inhabitants  of  the  pale  bad  sufl^red  bv 
Boi.Can.  bis  uTuptions.     Sussex  on  bis  return   to  IrelanOi 
H-  ^^liz.  was  instructed  to  reduce  him ;  and  for  this  purpose 
*^*^       a  general  hosting  was  proclaimed.    John  collected 
his  forces;  Sussex  marched  into  the   North;  hut 
before  their  hostilities  ,had  proceeded  to  any  consi- 
derable length,  overtures  were  made  on  each  side  for 
an  accommodation.  The  earl.of  Kildare  represented 
to  his  kinsman  O'Nial,  the  folly  and  danger  of  con* 
tending  with  the  crown  of  England.     O'Nial  pro* 
fessed  the  fairest  and  most  peaceable  intentions; 
that  he  had  indeed  reduced  his  own  refractory  vas- 
sals; and  as  he  had  not  opposed  the  queen's  govern- 
ment,  so  he  expected  that  no  attempts  should  be 
ni^de  to  control  him  in  the  just  exertion  of  his 
authority.     If  he.  had  attacked  any  of  the  Engl)t»h 
Tox.       settlements,    lie  had  only  repelled   their  attempjs 
Ptt^,'6 Eli, against  him :  thesie  injurious  neighbours  envying  Ws 
•  ,     .  stiite^  and  impatient  to  ravage  his  poisessions,  had 
even  formed  designs  against  his  person;  'so  that  b^ 
Jived^n  constf^nt  danger  of  a  tre^chereus  aaiassina- 
*' ^PPi 
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tion ;  and  of  this  be  offered  «iich  proof  as  gave  liia 
aJli»gatioBS  at  least  a  plausible  appearance. 

Sussex  ou  liis  part,  still  urged  him  to  rely  upon 
the  royal  equity^  and  to  abide  a  regular  decision  of  Rot  Caa. 
his  claims  and  controversies:  and  on  his prombe  of^^^^ 
submission,  it  was  agreed,   that  he  should  be  ac- 
knowledged dynast  of  Tirowen>  with  all  the  rights 
and  pre-eminences  of  his  station^  until  the  yalidity 
of  the  letters  patent  granted  to  earl  Conn,  and  the 
late  baron  of  Dun^annon,  should  be  decided  by  pai^ 
liament;  that  if  they  were  declared  void,  he  then 
should  be  created  earl  of  Tii'owcn,  and  hold  his 
country  by  English  tenure ;    still  maintaining  the 
fintient  prescriptive  authority  over  all  those  who 
sliould  be  found  to  owe  him  vassalage :  and  that 
whatever  injuries  he  was  said  to  have  committed  or 
received,  should  be  impartially  examined,  and  satis- 
faction, duly  made.     The  treaty  being  thus  con* 
jcluded  upon  terms  so  equitable,  and  favourable  to 
O'Nial,  he  attended  the  loiti  deputy  to  Dublin^ 
swore  allegiance,    and  promised  to  repair  to  the 
queen,  and  to  renew  his  dutiful  submissions  at  the 
foot  of  her  throne. 

He  was  entertained  by  Sussex  with  sufficient  fa-Wanw 
vour:   but  as  he  delayed  the  performance  of  his 
promise  to  attend  the  queen,  some  of  hi^  partizans 
.  whispered  their  suspicions  that  the  deputy  had  form** 
ed  a  scheme  to  sei:;e  his  person,   and  to  send  him 
prisoner  into  England.    Such  suggestions  served  not 
only  to  alarm  his  fears,  but  to  provoke  his  pride. 
He  resolved  to  attend  the  queen,  but  to  attend  her 
.  in  a  manner  suited  to  his  princely  dignity  ;  and  for 
this  purpose,  hastened  his  departure  with  a  magni* 
ficent  train  of  Irish  followers.     He  appeared  in  o^V, 
London^  attended  by  a  guard  of  Gallow^lasses,  ar-A.n, 
rayed  in  the  richest  habiliments  of  their  country,  ^*^ 
,  armed  with  the  battle-axe,  their  heads  bare^   their 
.  hair  flowing  on  their  shoulders,  their  linen  vests 
.  dyed  with  saffron,  with  long  and  open  sleeves,  and 
surcharged  with  their  short  iqUitfiry  Bamess;  aspec- 
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tacic  ^stonisliing  to  the  people,  who  imagined  that 
they  beheld  the  inhabitants  of  some  distant  quarter 
of  the  globe.  The  queen  received  bis  submissions 
with  an  affectation  of  tenderness  and  condescension ; 
'  and  listened  favourably  to  the  allegations  by  which 
he  defended  or  palliated  his  conduct.  He  repeated 
his  objections  to  the  succession  of  Matthew's  issue  i 
ui^ed  his  own  just  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of  Tif- 
©wen,  both  by.  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  old 
Irish  institutions ;  offered  proot  of  his  right  and 
superiority  over  the  neighbouring  lords;  patheti* 
cally  represented  the  injuries  he  had  received,  and 
the  desperate  attempts  made  to  destroy  him ;  and 
lament^  the  iniquity  of  his  enemies  whif*h  had 
driven  him  to  seek  his  own  security,  by  any  ap- 
^arance  of  opposition  to  her  royal  authority.  The 
flattery  of  his  address,  which  had  the  greater  effect, 
as  it  appeared  artless  and  unstudied,  and  the  speci- 
ousiiess  of  his  allegations  so  wrought  upon  Eliza* 
beth,  that  she  dismissed  him  with  presents  and  asr 
Stftances  of  favor. 

In  England,  this  transaction  was  considered  as  the 
humiliation  of  a  repenting  rebel ;   among  the  Irish, 
and  especially  the  followers  of  O'Nial,  it  was  re- 
garded as  a  treaty  of  peace  between  two  potentates; 
and  the  gracious  reception  of  which  John  boasted 
on  his  return,   they  considered  as  an  acknovvledg- 
ment  of  his  dignity.     The  new  ally  of  the  queen 
in  the'zeal  of  attachment,  led  his  followers  against 
her  enemies,  the  Hebridian  Scots,   who  were  ever 
swarming  into  Ulster,    and  notwithstfinding  their 
defeats  and  losses,  had  possessed  themselves  of  seve- 
ral towns  claimed  by  the  English.     He  encountered, 
-     defeated,  and  slew  their  leader :  and  so  favourable 
RotCan.  wore  the  reports  transmitted  to  England  of  his  con- 
^^^    duct,  that  Sir  Thomas  Cusack,  a  member  of  the , 
A,  D.       privy  council,  was  appointed  to  execute  articles  o( 
1563.      agreement  with  him  upon  the  terms  originally  pro- 
posed ;  and  the  queen's  letters  patent,  m  confirma- 
tion of  these  aiticlo^^  expressed  her  entire  approba^ 


.:-        * 
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tion  of  his  |H^€9efit  services,  with  the  most  favoura- 
ble construction  of  all  bis  former  irregularities. 

This  accommodation  for  a  while  afforded  the 
lord  deputy  an  opportunity  of  attending  to  the  re- 
gulation of  other  parts  of  the  island.  But  as  the  Wn. 
Northern  chieftain  still  continued  to  train  his  foi- 
lowers  to  arms^  and  to  encrease  his  forces,  Sussei^ 
could  not  but  express  his  apprehensions  to  thequeea 
that  O'Nial  still  meditated  some  designs  against  her 
government.  "  Be  not  dismayed/'  said  Elizabeth, 
*'  tell  my  friends  if  he  arise^  it  will  turn  to  their 
*'  advantage ;  there  will  be  estates  for  them  who 
'^  want;  m>m  me  he  must  expect  no  further  fa- 
*'  vor/*  But  her  deputy  was  more  alarmed;  he 
demanded  of  O'Nial  the  reason  of  his  warlike  pre- 
parations t  he  was  answered  that  thev  were  destined 
r'nst  the  Scots:  not  content  with  this  evasion, 
such  it  appeared  the  last  act  of  his  government  , 
was  to  take  the  necessary  precaution  for  securing 
the  Northern  borders  of  the  pale. 

His  immediate  successsor^  Arnold,  an  English 
knight,  was  soon  found  incapable  of  governnigiH^ola;^ 
and  upon  an  attentive  review  of  the  circumstances 
of  Ireland,  which,  from  the  jealousies  and  turbu- 
lence of  the  old  natives,  the  factions  and  contests 
of  the  English  race,  the  irregular  execution  of 
justice  and  the  total  neglect  of  religion,  afforded  a 
melancholy  prospect,  it  was  resolved  in  the  English' 
council,  that  Sir  Henry  Sydney  should  be  entrusted 
with  the  reins  of  Irish  government,  oiie  who  had 
already  filled  this  station  with  honor,  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  and  the  temper  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  from  whose  administration  the  most 
sanguine  hopes  were  conceived.  To  assist  him  in 
the  conduct  of  the  state.  Sir  William  Saintleger 
was  stationed  in  M unster,  with  the  title  of  lord  pre- 
sident of  this  province,  to  decide  controversies,  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  law,  and  to  maintain  the  « 
public  peace.     To  awe  ^e  malecontents  of  Ulster^  # 

and    particularly   O'Nial^   Randolph,    an    English 

officer^ 
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officer^  was  stationed  at  Derry^  with  a  strong  and 
well  provided  garrison:  and  a  new  Irish  privy coun- 
eil  had  especial  instructions  to  concur  with  the  lord 
deputy  in  every  measure  for  enforcing  the  authority 
of  the  queen  and  her  laws^  and  for  propagating  true 
religion.    They  found  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
state  of  Ireland  in  the  most  alarming  disorder;  but 
still  the  great  and  pressing  danger  was  from  the  rest^ 
less  turbulence  of  John  O'NiaT. 
Hooker.        The  garrison  of  Derry^as  not  onl^  an  obstacle 
to  his  enterprises,  hut  mortifying  to  his  pride :  and 
as  it  manifested  a  suf^picion  of  his  disloyalty,  he 
was  the  less  concerned  to  disguise  his  real  sentiments, 
when  he  found  that  they  had  been  already  discover- 
ed.    And  now,  while  bis  passions  were  in  ferment, 
he  heard   that  A|ac-Artby,  the  Irinh  lord  of  Des- 
mond, had  surrendered  himself  and  his  possessions, 
to  the  queen,  had  been  graciously  received,  his  lands 
restored  to  him,  to  be  held  by  English  tenure,  and 
he  himself  created  a  lord  of  parliament,  by  the 
name  of  earl  of  Clancarthy.     '^  A  precious  earl !" 
said  O'Nial  to  some  English  commissioners  sent  to 
treat  with  him.     ''  I  keep  a  lacquay  as  noble  as  he. 
"  But  let  him  enjoy  his  honor ;  it  is  not  worthy  of 
"  O'Nial.  I  have  indeed  made  peace  with  the  queen 
**  at  her  desire ;  but  I  have  not  forgotten  thfe  royal 
,^  dignity  of  my  ancestors.     Ulster  was  theirs,  and 
"  shall  be  mine.  With  the  sword  they  won  it;  with 
''  the  sword  I  will  maintain  it." 

Possessed    with    this    vanity,    he    industriously 
sought  to  provoke  the  hostilities  of  the  English. 
He  led  his  forces  to  the  walls  of  Derry,  and  with- 
out directly  attacking  the  town,  insolently  braved 
the  garrison.    Randolph,  their  commander,  more 
spirited  than  cautious,  issued  out  against  a  party  of 
•  his  boisterous  followers,  and   repelled  them  with 
considerable  slaughter,  but  lost  his  life  in  the  en« 
*     counter.      This  action  was  not  justified  by  any 
direct  hostilities  committed  by  O'Nial,  and  there* 
^  fori 
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fore  aflbrdeJ  him  a  fair  occasion  of  cotnplaiirt. 
He  remonstrated  with  spirit,  bui  as  yet  with  the 
appearance  of  duty:    he  jwroposed   that  the  lord  ^ 

deputy  should  grant  him  a  conference  at  Dundalk^  . 
that  he  might  explain  bis  grievances,  and  that  mea- 
sures might  be  amicably  concerted  for  the  pfacifica* 
tion  of  the  North ;  and  Sydney  attended  punctually 
at  the  time  and  place  proposed.  In  the  mean  tim« 
O'Nial  receives  mtelligence,  that  by  an  accidental 
explosion  of  gun-powder,  the  ma^aziue  of  Derry 
lyas  destroyed,  and  the  garrison  obliged  to  evacuate 
the  town.  The  ignorant  and  superstitious  exclaim- 
ed, that  the  holy  Kolum-kil  had  at  length  taken 
vengeance  of  the  sacrilegious  profaners  of  his  resi- 
dence. They  propagated  their  tale,  well  calculated  SulKTan. 
for  those  19  whom  they  addressed  themselves,  of  the  JJ'^i 
enohnous  wolf,  who  nad  issued  out  of  the  woods,  ^*^°* 
snatched  up  a  burning  brand  in  his  teeth,  and  cast 
it  into  the  churchy  which  the  heretics  had  converted 
into  i^n  arsenal.  The  stupendous  miracle  had  its 
Ml  effect  upon  the* Northern  chieftain;  be  felt 
himself  relieved  from  the  terror  and  embarrassment 
of  a  vigilant  enemy :  he  disdained  to  attend  the  con- 
ference witl^  8yd uey;  erected  his  standard,  the  sig- 
nal of  ilefiance  to  the  English ;  and  breathed  des- 
perate vengeftnce  against  all  those  who  should  pre- 
sume to  dispute  the  sovereignty  of  the  prince  of 
Pl«er. 

nis  excursions  were  sudden    and    violent:   he 
razed  several  castles  on  the  borders  of  the  pale ;  and 
to  demonstrate  his  spleen  to  heresy,  burned  down 
the  church  of  Armagh,  where  Henry  Loftus,  lately  jj^,  ^ 
tnade  archbishop  of  this  see,  presumed  to  maintain 
the  heretical  worship.     He  pierced  into  Fermanagh,  j^.  ^^^ 
ravaged  the  whole  district,  expelled  the  chieftain  11  Eiia. 
'Mftnmd  refused  to  acknowledge  his  superiority ;  Sess.  s, 
dispatched  his  emissaries  into  Munsterto  prevail  up-*''  ^' 
on  the  earl  of  Desmond  to  unite  with  him ;  prac- 
tised in  Connaught  to  engage  the  Irish  lords  ot  thifc 
district  in  his  caus§ :  and  in  the  style  of  sovereignty. 

V^fcfU.  gG  seat 
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sent  his  ambassadors  to  Rome  and  Spain,  to  procure 
assistance  against  the  common  enemy.  In  the  mean 
time,    he  still  endeavoured  to  amuse  the  deputy, 

*  with  fair  professions^    and   overtures  of  a  friendly 

conference,  in  which  he  might  explain  his  conduct. 
Sydney  again  obeyed  his  invitation^  and  O'Nial 
again  refused  to  attend.  While  the  forces  of  go- 
.  vcmment  were  at  a  distance,  he  seized  4he  opportu- 
nity of  attacking  the  English  garrison  at  Dundalk; 
and  was  repulsed  with  disgrace  and  loss;  when  the 
deputy  again  marched  against  him,  he  retired  to 
his  inaccessible  haunts. 

The  fame  of  this  dangerous  insurgent  spread 
through  all  the  island ;  and  his  progress  became 
every  where  an  interesting  object  ot  attention.  The 
friends  of  government  were  terrified,  and  expected 
eveiy  moment  that  other  parts  of  Ireland  would 
catch  the  flame,  and  that  they  should  be  oppressed 
by  a  general  confederacy.  But  Sydney  knew  the 
most  eflfectual  method  of  reducing  the  Northern 
chieftain,  and  pursued  it  with  vigor  and  address. 
It  had  be^n  his  first  care,  to  engage  the  Northern 
Irish,  who  bad  been  injured  by  O'Nial,  firmly  to 
the  interests  of  the  crown.  He  conferred  with  Cai- 
vagh  of  Tirconuel,  reinstated  him  in  full  possession 
of  his  territory,  and  so  wrouffht  upon  him  by  cour- 
tesy, that  he  acknowledged  tne  queen  his  rightful 
mistress,  and  sovereign  of  Ireland,  in  all  causes,  ec- 

H^s  fm"'  c^^^*^^^^V«^  ^'^^  temporal ;  promised  due  obedience  to 
*^'her  deputy;  engaged,  that  if  it  should  please  her 
majesty  at  any  time,  to  change  the  customs  of  his 
country,  and  to  govern  it  by  her  laws ;  or  to  con- 
fer a  title  of  honor  on  him  or  any  of  his  people,  he 
would  assist  and  co-operate  wiih  her  cr^cious  inten- 
tions: but  above  all,  he  bound  himself  to  oppose  the 
rebel  John  O'Nial  with  all  his  powers.  In  like  man- 
ner he  restored  Macwire,  lofd  of  Fermanagh/to  his 
territory,  and  engaged  him  in  the  service  of  the 
QueeUj  with  several  of  the  Irish  lords  of  Counaught. 
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Thus  did  Sydney  raise  up  a  number  of  neighbour- 
in^^  enemies  ag^nst  John  O'Nial^  provoked  by  his 
injuries^  and  ever  ready  to  seize  the  occasion  of  in- 
festing him  ;  while  he  himself  took  his  station  on  the  Hooker. 
Northern  borders  with  a  considerable  force. 

Little  more  was  required^    than  thus  to  draw 
the  toils  round  his  enemy.     No  assistance  arrived 
to  O'Nial  from   foreign  countries:    Desmond,  on 
whom  he  chiefly  relied^  had  united  with  the  lord 
deputy  in  defence  of  the  pale :  he  was  at  once  at- 
tacked  from  different  quarters ;    and,    in  several 
skirmishes^  his  forces  were  defeated  with  considera- 
ble slaughter.  ^  Every  disgrace  or  disappointment 
enraged  nis  pride ;  and  in  the  fury  of  vexation  he 
treated    his  followers  with  a  barbarous    severity.  ' 
They  deserted  in  great  numbers,  leaving  their  com- 
panions to  endure  the  miseries  of  war  and  famine^ 
under  a  tyrannical  commander.     In  a  few  months,'*;  g"^ 
more  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  of  his  mengess.3? 
were  lost:   and  O'Nial  hunted  from  one  retreat  toci. 
another,  without  hopes  or  resources,  at  length  re- 
solved to  cast  himself  at  the  feet  of  Sir  Ileury  Syd- 
ney, and  implore  his  mercy. 

Just  as  he  prepared  to  execute  this  purpose,  one 
of  his  favourite  attendants,  whom  he  employed  as 
a  secretarv,  ventured^  to  express  his  fears  of  the 
event.  The  English  government  he  observed,  was 
too  much  provoked  to  shew  the  least  mercy  to  his 
obstinate  and  repeated  opposition.  If  he  must  cast 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  an  enemy,  the  Scottish 
inhabitants  of  Ulster  were  more  likely  to  receive 
him  with  favor;  a  considerable  party  of  these  Scots 
were  now  encamped  in  Clan-hnboy ;  who,  however 
they  might  resent  his  former  conduct,  w^re  still  ene- 
mies to  the  English,  and  might  be  easily  persuade^ 
to  unite  with  him  ;  and  thus  tlie  war  might  be  at 
least  protracted,  until  he  could  obtain  better  terms 
than  his -present  desperate  situation  could  possibly 
demand.  O'Nial  was  delighted  by  the  least  pros- 
pect of  resource.     The  son  of  the  Scottish 'com- 

•  mander. 
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mander,  hh  prisoner,  he  instantly  set  at  liberty,  and. 
sending  lum  before  to  explain  his  request,  advanced 
toMvarJs  Ihe  camp  of  Glan-huboy,  la  enter  into  con- 
ference with  the  Scottish  leaders. 
Theke  ivas  an  Eng;lisb  officer  named  Piers,  re- 
liooker.  si<1ent  m  this  country,  who  seems  to  have  been  em- 
ployed to  watch  the  motiomi  of  the^ortherns.  He 
Was  informed  of  O'Nial's  approach,  and  the  inten- 
tion of  his  coming*:  he  soaght  an  opportunity  of 
practising  with  the  Scots,  and  by  artfully  reviving 
the  memory  of  past  actions,  enflamed  their  resent- 
fiients  against  O'Nial,  and  particularly  those  of  their 
commander,  whoser  uncle  bad  been  attacked  and 
slain  by  him.  He  encoumged  Alexander  Oge,  as 
he  was  called,  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  revenge; 
and  so  far  prevailed,  that  be  was  suffered  to  direct 
bis  conduct  upon  tbis  occasion.  His  agents  set  for- 
ward to  assure  the  chiedatn  of  Tirowen,  that  the 
Scots  were  determined  to  espouse  his  quarrel,  and 
invited  him  to  the  camp.  He  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons; and,  attended  by  bis  secretary,  the  wife  of 
Calvagh  of  Tirconnel,  and  about  fifty  horsemen, 
was  hospitably  entertained  in  the  commander's  tent. 
As  they  proceeded  in  their  caronsal,  the  wily  Scots 
grew  captious,  and  passionate.  The  secretary  was 
accused  of  spreading  an  injurious  report,  that  the 
widow  of  the  late  Scottish  general  had  promised  to 
wed  CNial;  The  man  warmly  avowed  it,  adding, 
that  the  queen  of  Scotland  might  be  proud  to  match 
with  his  lord.  The  insult  was  retorted,  O'Nial  in- 
terposed in  suppoil  of  his  attendant,  and  the  bmwl 
grew  violent.  On  a  signal  given,  the  soldiers  rusli- 
ed  in,  butchered  the  wretched  guests,  and  buried 
their  weapons  in  O'Nial. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  chieftain,  who  mea- 
sured his  consequence  by  the  flattery  of  his  rude 
followers,  and  pnrchaseci  the  honor  of  keeping 
English  government  in  perpetual  alarm,  by  a  life 
of  turbulence,  closed  by  assassination.  The  in- 
telligieDce  of  his  death  was  conveyed  to  the  loxd 
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deputy  by  Piers^  who  sent  his  head  to  DiiBlin ;  -and 
received  one  thousand  marks  as  his  reward.  Sydney 
immediately  marched  in(o  Tirowen  to  compose  thtf 
disorders  ot  this  district  and  was  here  attended  by 
the  Iriah^  with  all  expressions  of  duty  and  attach* 
ment^  especially  by  those  who  aspired  to  the  chief- 
tainry.     He  recommended  peace^  order,  and  civi- 
lity, and  assured  them  of  protection.  By  the  queen *^ 
authority,  he  nominated  Tirlogh  Lynnoiurh  O'NiaC 
successor  to  John.    He  was  grandson  to  that  O'Nial 
who  had  married  into  the  family  of  Kildare,  a  lord 
of  a  meek  and  peaceable  disposition,  and  who,  by 
indentures,  enjgaged  to  be'  faithful  to  the  crown; 
to  renounce  that  sovereif^nty  which  his  predecessor  Hot  CShil 
had  claimed  over  the  neighbouring  Iri^  lords ;  to^-®****- 
suffer  the  sons  of  Matthew  to  enjoy  their  demesnes  ^^^^^ 
unmolested ;  with  other  stipulations  necessary  to  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  the  interests   of  the 
queen's  government.    To  prevent  any  attempt  to 
reverse  tncse  dispositions,  the  son  of  John  O'Nial, 
who  had  formerly  been  surrendered  an  hostage, 
was  detained  in  close  confinement  in  the  castle  of 
Dublin  ;  a  precaution  particularly  recommended  by 
the  queen. 

The  prosecution  of  this  war  against  John  O'Nial, 
however  ably  and  successfully  conducted,  yet  was 
.  not  attended  by  any  of  those  brilliant  circumstances, 
by  which  those  at  a  distance  generally  measure  the 
services  of  a  commander;  ancf  the  final  destruction 
of  this  dangerous  rebel  seemed  to  have  been  merely 
accidental,  and  not  the  effect  of   Sidney's  vigor; 
The  queen's  letters,  instead  of  expressing  her  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct  in  the  North,  wc^re  full  of 
fears  and  suspicions  of  other  districts,  with  impati- 
ence and  dissatisfaction  that  he  had  not  already  sup- 
pressed their  disorders.   She  dreaded  the  great  lords     « 
of  the  old  English  race,  no  less  than  the  native  Irish ;  Cox,  ex 
^)d,  in  the  lealousy  of  her  fii-st  accession  to  tlie  MSS. 
throne,  had  instructed  Sussex  to.  prevail  upon  the  ^™^- 
tHLrl  of  Kildare  to  attend  her  in  England;  or,  if  he 
'^  '  obsti- 
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obstinately  refused^  to  seize  his  person.     The  loyal 
and  zealous  services  of  this  earl  sdem  to  have  quiet- 
ed her  apprehensions;  but  the  conduct  of  his  kins- 
man Desmond  was  more  alarming^  and  had  given 
much  juster  cause  of  offence. 
RotPau      Gerald,  the  present  earl  of  Desmond,   was  a 
^^^*^   nobleman,  "  not  brought  up/'  as  the  queen's  let- 
."     ^*    ters  expressed  it,  ''  where  law  and  justice  had  been 
"  frequented."     On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  had 
resorted  to  the  power  and  attachment  of  his  follow- 
ers, to  defend  his  claim  to  the  succession,  against 
a  brother  and  competitor:    thus  naturally  filing 
into  that  course  of  life  which  was  usual  to  an  Irish 
chieftain,  he  indulged  his  rude  pride,  was  oppres- 
sive and  assuming,  imposed  the  Irish  exactions  on 
^^9im.      all  those  within  the  sphere  of  his  authority,  en- 
croached on  the  rights  and  possessions  of  his  neigh- 
bours ;  and  was  particularly  involved  in  various  li- 
tigations with  the  earl  of  Ormond.     He  claimed 
lands,  liberties,  and  revenues,  possessed  by  this  earl, 
and  relying  on  his  strength,  attempted  to  seize  them 
by  force  of  arms.     Ormond  collected  his  followers, 
and  repelled  his  outrage.     Their  petty  war  ended 
in  the  defeat  of  Desmond,  who  was  wounded  and 
made  a  prisoner.      As  the  Ormondians  conveyed 
him  from  the  field,  stretched  on  a  bier,  his  support- 
Cox,  ez    ers  exclaimed,  with  a  natural  triumph,  '^  Where  is 
MSS.      *c  now  the  great  lord  of  Desmond!"  he  had  spirit 
^^  •     to  reply—*'  Where,  but  in  his  proper  place?  sliil 

"  upon  the  necks  of  the  Butlers/' 
RotP^t.      Ormond,  more  inured  to  civility,  consented  to 
•^*"P-     refer  the  controversy  to  the  queen;  they  attended 
•    her;  the  cause  was  heard;  terms  of  accommodation 
proposed,  and  accepted  by  the  parties :  and  Desmond 
promised  still  further,  to  support  the  execution  of  the 
-     queen's  laws',  and  the  collection  of  her  subsidies  and 
duties  in  Munster,  to  suppress  the  Brehon  jurisdic- 
tion, and  other  Irish  customs,  repugnant  to  ^ood 
order  and  civility.     He  was  sent  to  the  chief  go- 
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vernor  at  Dublifl^  to  reside  vfiih  Iiim^  until  pe¥« 
mitted  to  return  into  his  own  country.  Here  he 
readily  agreed  to  such  additional  stipulations  as  were 
proposed.  Particularly  he  promised^  ''  as  to  the 
^'  furtherance  of  religion  in  Munster^  tliat  having 
^'  no  knowledge  in  learning,  and  being  ignorant  of 
*'  tohat  was  to  be  done  in  this  behalf^  he  would  aid 
^'  and  maintain  whatever  should  be  appointed  by 
*'  commissioners  nominated  for  this  purpose."  '  On 
these  assurances  he  was  dismissed ;  and  though  his 
diligence  in  collecting  and  armino^  bis  followers  had 
occasioned  unfavourable  suspicions  of  his  designs, 
and  that  he  was  generally  considered  as  a  disaffect- 
ed lord,  yet  in  the  rebellion  of  O'Nial,  he  readily 
obeyed  the  summons  of  Sir  Henry  Sydney,  andH«>l«r 
inarched  to  the  defence  of  the  pale. 

But  new  difficulties  and  controversies  were  soon 
raised,  relative  to  the  execution  of  his  articles  with 
Ormond :  and  his  pride  and  violence  again  broke 
out  in  alarming  extravagances.  Ormond  laid  his 
grievances  before  the  queen,  accused  Sydney  of  par- 
tiality to  his  rival,  and  so  possessed  her  with  appre- 
hensions of  this  dangerous  lord,  that  her  deputy Canuk^^ 
was  even  reprimanded  for  neglecting  to  control  the 
insolence  of  Desmond.  He  went  into  Munster  at 
her  command,  heard  the  complaints  of  the  contend- 
ing parties ;  and,  pronouncing  sentence  agtiinst  the 
earl  of  Desmond,  ordered  him  to  make  reparation 
for  the  damages  which  Ormond  had  sustained.  The 
earl  proudly  refused  to  su1)mit  to  this  award;  btit 
before  he  ^ould  collect  his  riotous  followers,  Syd- 
ney seized  him  by  surprize,  and  conveyed  him  pri- 
soner to  Dublin.  And  as  the  dissatisfaction  which 
the  queen  expressed  at  his  conduct,  made  it  necessa- 
ry for  him  to  repair  to  England,  by  her  permission 
he  presented  himself  at  her  court,  attended  by  the 
Bon  of  the  late  baron  of  Dungannon,  O'Connor  of 
Sligoe,  and  other  Irish  chieftains,  who  had  sworn 
allegiance,  together  with  the  earl  of  Diesmond,  and  . 
^ir  4?bp  bis  brother.  The  Irish  lords  were  re- 
^  ceived 
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4eefT6d  and  dismissed  with    fa?or:    but  Diemiond 
Aik)   his  brother  were  committed  close  prisoners  to 
the  Tower^  and  thus  confirmed  in  that  rancorous 
^version  to  the  English  goTerament,  which  ended 
only  with  their  lives, 
Tbe  absence  of  Sydney  encouraged  the  disorder* 
_^.       ed  and  disafieieted  or  various  districts  to  break  out 
^^       into  their  usual  excesses.     Sir  Edmund  JSutfer^  bro- 
ther to  the  earl  of  Ormond,  ^nd  in  the   absence  of 
this  earl^  now  resident  in  England,  vested  with  the 
.    command  of  his  powers,  rose  up  in  arms  on  some 
frivolous  pretence,  against  certain  of  theGeratdines 
of  Munster.    James  Fitz-Morris  of  Desmond  drew 
the  sword  against  his  kinsman^  the  lord  of  Lixtiaw; 
the  O'Moores  and  O'Connors  grew  dangerous  in 
JLeinster ;    and  even    Tirlough    Lynnogh,    of  Tir- 
owen,  engaged  one  thousand  of  the  Ulster  Scots  to 
assiift  him  in  his  enterpriies  against  some  neiglibonr* 
ing  lords;  while  the  earl  of  Oancarthy,    another 
Irish  chieftain  lately  reformed,  relapsing  into  his 
native  manners,  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  Munster, 
Uttd  declared  war  agains|  his  neighbours.     Sydney, 
on  his  return^  was  enabled  only  to  reduce  Tirlou»fh 
to  a  pretended  submission.  .  Butler,  who  was  sum- 
moned to  attend  him,  found  a  pretence  to  evade 
his  orders,   and  continued  hJs  outrages.     In    the 
midst  of  faction  and  discontent,  secret  practices,  and 
avowed  disaffection,  the  deputy  obeyed  the  ordera 
of  his  royal  mistress,  and  convened  a  parliament. 
Jbid.  The  intention  of  thus  assembling  the  Jrish  legis- 

lature, besides  providing  for  the  necessities  of  go- 
vernment, was  to  restrain  those  ancient  customs  and 
exactions  which  had  ever  proved  the  source  of  dis- 
order and  public  calamity,  to  extend  the  influeneo 
oY  English  law,  and  to  make  the  necessary  provisi- 
ons, both  for  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  reformation 
of  the  kingdom.  Public  peace  and  civility  were  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  crown, 
th^t  H  was  diflfoillt  to  devise  any  measures  for  the 

support 
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support  of:tJhe8e^  which  did  not  in  effect  tend  to  the 
real  welftire  of  the  nation.  But  the  enemies  of  the 
reformed  reli|^on^  a  numerous  party,  those  who 
dreaded  the  diminution  of  their  power  in  the  seve" 
ral  districts  which  they  had  been  used  to  oppress* 
those  who  enriched  themselves  and  supported  their 
petty  feuds  by  Irish  exactions^  others^  who  envied 
the  tavor  shewn  to  subjects  of  En^isfa  births  who 
had  been  neglected  by  administration^  or  were  su«;- 
pected  of  disaffection^  all  came  to  parliament  with 
a  determined  resolutjon  to  oppose  every  measure  re* 
commended  from  the  throne.  Their  intentions  had 
been  foreseen^  and  the  utmost  efforts  exerted  to 
strengthen  the  interest  of  administration  ;  for  which 
purpose^  considerable  management  had  been  used, 
and  even  great  irregularities  committed  in  the  elec- 
tions and  returns  of  the  commons*  Stanihurst,  re- 
corder of  Dublin,  and  Sir  Chri^opher  Barnewal,  ^ 
favourite  of  the  old  English  race,  were  proposed  by 
their  several  partizans  for  the  office  of  spealcer: 
and  the  election  of  Stanihurst,  by  the  influence  of 
the  court,  served  to  enrage  the  party  in  opposition* 
Bamewal,  who  Wfis  esteemed  for  his  political  knowr 
ledge,  insisted  that  the  present  House  of  Conunons 
was  most  illegally  constituted,  and  therefore  op- 
posed the  admission  of  any  bill;  and  he  was. sup* 
ported  by  Sir  Edmund  Butler,  who  now  appeared 
in  his  place.  In  proof  of  the  assertion  it  was  al- 
leged, that  several  were  returnc<l  members  for 
towns  not  incorporated  ;  that  several  sheriffs  and  ma» 

fistrates  of  corporations  had  returned  themselves ; 
ut  above  all,  that  numbers  of  Englishmen  had 
heen  elected  and  returned  as  burgesses  for  towns 
which  they  had  never  seen  nor  known,  far  from  be* 
ing  residents,  as  the  laws  direct. 

Four  day^  were  spent  in  clamorous  altercation  ; 
the  discontented  membei*s  declaring  with^reat  vio- 
lence  against  receiving  any  bill,  or  proceeding  on 
any  business.  The  speaker  attended  the  lord  deputy 
and  council,  to  explain  their  objections  ^  the  cou*^ 
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stitution  of  the  House  of  Commans.  Tbe  Judges 
were  consulted;  and  declared^  Uiat those  returned 
for  towns  not  incorpcntited^  and  the  magistrates  who 
had  returned  themselves  were  incapable  of  siting  in 
parliament ;  but  as  to  the  members  not  resident  in 
the  towns  for  which  they  were  returned,  that  they 
were  entitled  to  their  seats,  and  that  the  penalty  of 
l*eii>ming  them  should  light  on  the  respective  she- 
riffs;  a  decision  which  still  left  the  govemsient 
that  majority  of  fiiends,  which  so  mueh  pains  had 
been  taken  to  acquire ;  and  which  of  coosequenee 
increased  the  violence  of  the  opnosite  party;  nor 
did  the  clamor  cease^  until  the  judges  came  to  the 
Commons'  House,  and  there  avowra  their  opioton : 
when  Barnewal  and  his  party  reluctantly  aequieseed^ 
and  reserved  themselves  (or  a  vigorous  contest 
against  the  measures  of  those  whom  tliey  regarded 
as  an  English  faction. 

Among  the  bills  transmitted  to  this  parliaaient, 
there  were  two,  more  particularly  offensive  to  the 
members  of  the  pale.  One  for  ^raating  the 
<)ueen  a  new  impost  upon  wines,  which  they  ex* 
claimed  against  as  an  oppressive  innovation;  the 
other,  a  bill  for  suspension  of  Poyning's  law,  and 
authorizing  all  acts  to  bo  made  in  the  present 
parliament,  withotit  being  previously  certified  and 
transmitted.  This  was  opposed  with  still  greater 
clamor,  as  an  attempt  against  the  very  foundation 
of  public  security;  to  deliver  up  the  realm  at  oace 
to  the  mercy  of  a  viceroy,  who  thus,  with  the  as;- 
distance  of  nis  English  burgesses,  might  enact  such 
laws  without  control  as  he  judged  necessary  for  his 
own  clandestine  purposes.  Hooker,  burgess  of 
Athunree,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  these  par- 
ticulars, had  lately  accompanied  Sir  Peter  Carew 
into  Ireland,  who  came  to  recover  the  barony  of 
Hidrone,  in  the  county  of  Gatherlow,  and  other  , 
lands  granted  to  his  ancestors,  but  abandoned  by 
^hem,  and  possessed  for  some  centuries  by  the  oM 
natives.    |le  was  ^  n^ember  of  the  English  parlia* 
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vkeat,  mnd  acqfmtfited  with  the  order  and  usage  of 
its  proceedings;  of  oonWjuenee  scandalised  at  the 
tumult  and  irregularity  of  the  Irish  commons.  He 
encountered  Barnewal  and  his  party  with  zeal*i  re« 
proached  them  with  ingratitude  both  to  the  queen 
and  her  deputy ;  exposed  the  unreasonableness  of 
their  suspicions  with  respect  to  the  suspension  of 
Poynings's  act  manifestly  intended  for  their  honor 
and  adtantage^  to  leave  them  full  liberty  to  judge 
for  themseives^  and  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  public  necessities.  As  to  the  new  duties 
upon  wine^  he  declared  that  the  queen  might  im- 
pose them  by  her  own  prerogative^  although  she  had 
condescended  to  receive  them  from  their  duty  and 
Affbction.  This  doctrine  was  familiar  in  England  ; 
but  among  the  Irish  subjects^  who  oousidered  only 
the'  principles  of  the  ancient  constitution^  and  were 
neittier  daszled  by  the  splendor  of  a  court,  nor  ter* 
#ffSed  bv  the  peremptory  decisions  of  an  imperious 
nonarcii^  it  raised  a  flame  so  violent^  tliat  the  as- 
sembly was  adjourned  in  confusion,  and  Hooker 
guarded  to  his  house,  to  prevent  any  outrage. 

A  nsw  days,  however  and  the  interposition  of 
temperate  advisers,  so  far  allayed  the  violence  of 
eontending  parties,  that  they  consented  to  proceed 
on  the  pnbKc  business.  The  bill  of  subsidy  was  first  ^'■- Stat 
receired  and  passed,  with  an  encomium  on  the  queen  g^*!J|^ 
jfor  delivering  the  realm  from  the  grievous  exaction  c.  u 
of  coyne  and  livery;  and  on  the  deputy  for  the  vi- 
gor and  inteo^ity  of  his  administration.     The  lands 
of  some  delinquents  formerly  attainted  w^re  con- 
firmed to  the  crown ;  and  some  statutes  made,  to 
prevent  the  dii4orders  arising  from  idle  retainers, 
and  prohibiting  the  lords  of  the*  realm  from  foster- 
ing veith  the  Irish.     After  a  short  prorogation,  the 
bill  for  suspension  of  Poynings's  law  was  enacted : 
but  to  allay  the  jealousies  and  suspicions,  raised  bySess.  9.    , 
the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  it  was  afterwards  pro-^-  ^• 
vided  by  a  particular  statute,  that  no  bill  should 
ever  be  certified  into  England  for  tike  repeal  or 

uuspeu^ 
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raspensfon  of  this  law^  until  it  had  been  fiii»t  agreed 
oii^  by  a  majority  of  lords  and  commons  in  the  Irisli 
parliament.    The  third  session  be^^  with  an  act 
for  the  attainder  of  the  late  John  O'Nial.     It  enu- 
merates all  his  acts  of  outrage  and  rebellion,  and, 
fo  expose  the  futility  of  the  pretences  of  this  family 
to  any  sovereignty  m  Ireland,  explains  the  queen's 
title  to  the  regal  authority  in  this  kingdom,  in  a 
k>iig  historical  detail  from  Gurmonde,  son  to  king 
Belinus.       Together  wilh  the  attainder  of  John 
0*Nial,  it  enacts,  that  the  name  of  the  O'Nial,  with 
all  the  ceremonies  of  his  creation,  shall  he  extin« 
gubhed  and  abolished,  and  that  whoever  shall  as- 
sume  the  title,  shall  suffer  the  penalties  of  high- 
treason.    It  declares  all  Ulster  to  be  exempt  from 
ilie  rule  and  authority  of  O'Nial,  and  vests  the 
lands  of  John  and  his  adherents  for  erer  in  the 
crown :   with  a  particular  provision  however  in  fa- 
vor  of  Tirlough  Lynnongh,  and  his  fdlowers,  that 
they  may  be  pardoned  in  consequence  of  their  duti- 
ful submission,  and  vested  with  some  portions  of 
their  country  to  be  held  by  English  tenure.     By 
auother  statute  it  was  enacted,  that  no  person  should 
assume  the  name  or  authority  of  chieftain,  or  cap- 
tain of  his  country,  in  any  territory  now  made,  or 
hereafter  to  be  made  shire-groiincl,  but  by  letters 
patent  from  the  crown.     The  chancellor  was  em- 
powered to  appoint  commissioners  for  viewing  all 
territories  not  reduced  to  English  counties;  and  the 
deputy  authorized,   on  their  certificate,   to  divide 
them  mto  shires.     In  the  fourth  session  of  this  par- 
liament, the  act  for  the  impost  upon  wines  was  at 
length  received ;  and  one  more  statute  relative  to 
8eM.9.    the  reformation  of  the  common  weal  seems  not  un- 
**^*'        worthy  of   notice;    by  which  the  chief  governor 
and  council  were  empowered  to  grant  lettei-s  patent, 
whereby  all  those  of  Irish  or  of  the  degenerate  Eng- 
lish race,  who  weje  disposed  to  surrender  their  lands, 
might  be  agaii)  invested  with  them,  so  as  to  hold 
them  of  the  crown  by  Englisli  tenure. 
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With  respect  to  religion,  the  most  remarkable 
provision  made  was  that  of  the  fourth  session,  where- 
by the  goyemor  was  authorised  to  present  to  the 
dignities  of  Munster  and  Connaught  for  ten  years, 
in  consequence    of  the  .  abuses  observed  in  these 
provinces,  '' in  admitting  unworthy  persons  to  ec-®^^^ 
''  cl^iastical  dignities^  without  lawfulness  of  birth,^  ^* 
^*  learning,   English  habits   or  English  language, 
''  descended  of  unchaste  and  unmarried   abbots, 
''  priors,  deans^  and  chaunters,  and  obtaining  their 
^'  dignities  by  force,    simony,    or   other   corrupt  - 
^'  means."     In  the  catalo^e  of  bills  transmitted 
under  the  great  seal  of  England,  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  this  parliament,  we  fina  the  two  first 
entitled,    an    act  for  the  reparation  of  parochial  1^7^* 
churches,  and  an  act  for  the  erection  of  free  schools.  J^^^' 
The  latter  was  not  obtained  until  the  fifth  session. 
But,  if  this  circumstance  be  deemed  no  sufficient 
proof  of  a  powerful  opposition  to  every  scheme  for 
propagating  the  reformed  religion,  the  former,  fair 
and  reasonable  as  its  purpose  appears,  was  either 
not  received,  or  rejected. — The  same  fate  attended 
another  certified  bill,  entitled,  an  act  for  confirma- 
tion of  <:ertain  acts  passed  in  the  realm  of  England. 
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Pingteu  in  Htf  fiw7  rejbfnuiium  of  IreUmd,  impn^i,  m  •  • 

Cmtsei  feim^ng  U  ,..  .Iniurreeihns^mm.Sir  Edmund 

Butkr  alUcked  by  Carew^ . .  .BostiliHes  0/ James  FUz^ 

Mamrice. . .Hi$ tmrity .  ..His  dspettience  an  Rome  and 

Spam. . .  .Earl  ofOrmond  quiets  the  quun's  Jbars.  #  .  . 

jtssisis  Sydney  in  the  paeijkaiion  of  MunOtrtj  .  .His 

brothers  submit.  ...The  earls  of  Clancariky  and  Thomond 

ierrifkdfrom  their  intentions  to  rebel. . .  .Are  pardoned.  • , 

Practices  of  FHt^Mumrice  unsucetstfuU  m..He  submits  t9 

Sir  John  Perrot. .  •  .Activity  aM  success  (if  this  provincial 

governor . . .  .FituWiUiam  lord  dsputy ....  Scheme  of 

pliudation  in  Ireland  formed  by  Sir  Thomat  Smith. . .  • 

Assassination  ofhisson....Pr(»ect  of  ffaltcr,    earl  qf 

Essex. .  • .  Sir  fViUiam  Fitz-  fVilUam  jealous  qf  Ms  lord 

. . .  .His  ill  success.  • .  .Secret  practices  of  the  earl  qf 

Leicester. . . .  Essex  detained  in  Ireland.  •  • .  Return  of  the 

earl  of  Desmond  and  his  brother. . . .  They  escape  into  the 

South. .  •  .Letter  of  the  pope  to  encourage  insurrections^ 

intercepted....  Essex    assists  the  deputy. ..  .Insurgents 

repressed  and  quieted. . .  .Essex  returns  to  the  pursuit  of 

his  plantations. . .  .Harassed  by  his  enemies. . .  .Dies  of 

vexation. . .  .Leicester  suspected  of  causing  him  to  be  pot- 

soned. . . .  Sir  Henry  Sidney  returns  to  the  government 

. . .  His  success. . .  Drury^  lord  president  of  Munster. . . 

His  adventure  at  Tralee. . .  .Sydney's  project  of  a  compo^ 

sitioUf . . .  .attended  with  general  and  violent  discontent  • .. . 

Complaints  against  his  design j. ..  .how  received  by  the 

queen. .  •  .Irish  petitioners  treated  with  severity. . .  .Re^ 

suU  of  this  contest. . . .  Sydney  resigns  his  government. . . . 

Elizabeth's  foreign  enemies. . .  .Their  designs  on  Ireland 

. . .  .Practices  of  Stukely  and  Fitz- Maurice  in  Rome  and 

Spain. . .  .Bull  in  favor  of  Fitz-Maurice . . .  .Zeal  of 

Saunders  and  Allen. .  •  .Preparations  against  invasion. . . 

Death  of  Stukely. . .  .Descent  of  Fitz-Maurice  and  his 

Spanidrds  on    Smerwick ....  Duplicity  of  the  earl  of 

Dtpnoni 


Dtsmond.  •  •  •  Bartid  barbarity  of  John  ofDesnumd^  • « • 
Dfsath  of  fitM-Maurice. .  •  .Expedition  of  J)rurjf^  • ,  • 
Success  qfMalby. .  ^Vissimuhtion  an4  hosUlUies  of  Dts^* 
mond.  p .  Pelham  chief  governor  0  •  •  Desmond  proclaimed 
a  traitor  •  •  •  .If is  insolent  message  to  Pelham •  •  #  .Miseries 
of  his  dependents.  •  •  $  Severities  of  the  royal  tinny. . « • 
Desmond's  ^ers  of  submission  rgected.  • .  .Lord  Grey 
chief  governor. . .  .Fatal  action  at  Glendalagh. .  •  •  Troops 
arrive  from  Spain. . .  •  Surrender  and  execution  of  their 
garrison  , » •  •  Insurrections. . .  .Conspiracy  against  lord 
Grey  •  •  •  •  His  g&cemment  odious . .. . Rigor  of  the 
queen's  officers. .  •  .John  of  Desmond  kiHed.  •  i  .Despe* 
rate  state  of  the  earl  of  Desmond. . .  .Mgnnerqfhis  de^hJ 


f  ROM  the  proceedinffs  of  the  parliament^  oon^A.  D, 

veiled  by  Sir  liaary  Sidoey^   it  appears  that  nq  i^^d. 

incoRsiderable  progress  v^as  by  this  time  mode  in 

the  Refbrmation  of  Ireland*     By  the  attainder  of 

John  O'Nial  and  his  associat^^  more  than  half  of 

Ulster  vas  vested  in  the  qneen^  to  be  disposed  of  Davit, 

as  might  be  deemed  most  expedient  for  the  interest 

and  security  of  her  goyemment.    The  power  and 

ptortioQS  of  the  great  Irish  chieftains  were  declare4 

illegal,  and  ihe  inferiors  directed  to  acknowledge 

no  authority  but  that  of  the  throne  of  Bns^land.     By 

virtae  of  the  power  Tested  in  ^e  lord  oeputy^  tb4 

district  called  Annally  wa3  reduced  to  an  English 

f^ounty ;    and  the  province  of  Connaufi'ht  divided 

into  six^    Clare^    (containing  Thomond,   now  ad« 

jtidged  to  beloi^  to  Connaught^)  Galway^  Sligo, 

Leitfim,  Mayo^  Koscommon ;   and  thus  was  a  field 

opened  for  the  extenejon  of  the  English  law.    But 

the  defects  of  these  proceedings  are  distinptly  noted 

hy  Sir  John  Davis.    Though  Conqaught  was  thu« 

diyidedj  yet  Sydney  sent  no  justices  of  assize  into 

this  province:   but  Sir  Edward  Fitton^   stationed 

there  as  lord  president^  governed^  in  what  the  au^ 

thoF  calls  a  course  of  discretion^  partly  martia)^  aq4 

partly  mil.    The  iaw  for  i^boUehing  Irish  i^bief; 
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fainries,  in  a  great  measiire  defeated  its  own  pur- 
pose ;  by  excepting  such  as  should  be  granted  bjr 
letters  patent,  which  were  found  by  experience  to 
be  too  easily  obtained;  and  though  ttie  lands  of 
Ulster  were  declared  to  be  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
yet  no  immediate  seizure  was  made^  but  the  Irish 
still  permitted  to  enjoy  them  without  duty  orac- 
know)et[)groent :  so  that  even  the  abbey  lands  and 
houses  were  possessed  by  the  clergy^  and  three 
Northern  bishoprics,  those  of  Cloffher,  Dcrr)r,  and 
^aphoe,  wj&re  stiU  granted  by  the  pope  witliout 
copt|t>l. 

BvT  the  defects  observed  in  the  execution  of 
those  laws,  are  principally  to  be  imputed  not  to  any 
want  of  vigor  and  penetration  in  the  governor,  but 
to  those  perpetual  commotions,  which  shewed  that 
Ireland  had  not  been  yet  reduced  to  such  a  state, 
pi  might  admit  ft  regular  establishment  of  civility 
and  rational  polHy.     Those  whom  the  rfA^ival  of  the 
English  power  in  Ireland  had  tempted   into  this 
kingdom,   came  with  the  most  unfavourable  pre- 
judices against  the  old  natives ;    whom  th^y  were 
interested  to  represent  (both  those  of  the  Irish  and 
the  old  English  race,)  as  dangerous  and  disaffected. 
The  natives  were  provoked  at  the  partiality  shewn 
to  these  insolent  adventurers:  they  were  treated  like 
aliens  and  enemies,  (as  the  annalist  of  Elizabeth 
repeatedly  observes)  and  excluded  with  contemptu- 
ous insolence  from  evei:y  office  of  trust  and  honor; 
it  is  therefore  natural  to  find  them  not  always  zea* 
lously  affected  to  the  administration  of  government. 
The  less  civilized,   who  had  been  accustomed  to 
oppress  their  inferiors,  and  to  support  their  bar-^^ 
harous  state  by  tyranny  and  extortion^  were  iujpa- 
tient  of  every  attempt  to  introduce  a  system  of  li- 
berty and  equity.     The  {bartizans  of  Rome  abhorred 
the  hardened  and  abandoned  enemies  to  the  faith : 
and  as  the  pope  had  just  now  fulminated  his  sentence 
of  excommunication  against  Elizabeth^  the  i^orant 
were  readily  prepossessed  against  afi  usurper,  deposed 
by  her  spiritual  sovereign,  and  consigned  toperdition. 

*;  Nor 
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Nor  doth  it  appear  that  the  operation  of  those  pjrm^ 
ciples  of  disaffection  was  at  all  <!ontrouled  by  those 
entrusted  with  the  inferior  offices  of  ^ministration 
in  Ireland;  or  that  their  conduct  tvas  duly  temper- 
alte,  equitable  and  conciliating. 

Even  during  the  meetin|^  of  his  parliametit^  Syd- 
tiey  was  alarmed  by  dangerous  commotions  in  the 
South.     Sir  Edmund  Butler^  by  his  conduct  in  the 
House  of  Commons^  had  become  peculiarly  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  deputy^  who  Inveighed  against  nim  with 
more  warmth  than  prudence^  affected  to  ascribe  his 
conduct  to  disloyalty^  and  even  denounced  some 
menaces  against  him.     Butler,  in  the  pride  of  power 
and  family^  was  little  careful  to  conceal  his  resent- 
ments ;  and  on  returning  to  his  own  country^  where 
he  was  encompassed  by  his  dependents^  he  was  so 
blinded  by  hispassions^  as  to  justify  the  suspicions 
ex{)ressed  by  Sydney^  and  to  rush  into  a  lawless  de- 
fiance of  his  government.    The  claims  of  Sir  Peter 
Carew  extended  to  some  of  his  lands ;  he  had  ob- 
tained a  sentence  in  his  favor,  and  attempted  to 
take  possession  c  Butler  armed  his  follower^,  and  re- 
peHea  the  intruder.     Several  of  his  neighbours  had 
peen  harassed  by  his  lawless  violence ;  they  com- 
plained to  the   deputy ;    commissioners  were    ap* 
pointed  to  hear  tneir  cause;  Butler  alleged  that 
no  justicecootd  be  e](pected  from  his  mortal  enemy, 
anadisdain(^d  to  appear  before  them.  This  insolence 
wa^the  mor^  alarming,  as  intelligence  had  been 
received  that  the  king  of  Spain  was  practising  in 
Ireland  by  his  agent,  Juan  Mendoza;  to  excite  in- 
surrections ;  and  that  James  Fitz-Maurice,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  pesmond,  with  others  of  the  Gerald- 
ine^  of  Mimster,  provoked  at  the  imprisonment  of 
the  earl  and  his  brother  John,  and  affecting  an  .ex- 
traordinary zeal  for  the  Romish  communion,   had 
'  taken  arms  against  an  heretical  governments  seduced 
the^  earl  of  Clancarthy  into  rebellion,  were  busily 
practising  with. other  lords,  and  had  sent  their  en^is- 
saries  to  the  k)ng  of  Spain,   to  desire  ^  assmtance. 
VwH  «I   ^  •        Butler 
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Butler  was  said  to  have  united  with  these  inveterate 
enemies  of  his  house;  Sir  Peter  Carew,  who  now 
commanded  at  Leigblin,  was  oi-dered  to  reduce 
him,  and  engaged  in  this  service  with  particular 
alacrity. 

He  stormed  one  of  his  castles  and  ravaged  his 
lands.  At  Kilkenny  he  was  informed  that  a  party 
of  the  Butlers  was  collected  at  some  distance  from 
the  town.  They  seem  to  have  assembled  implicitly 
at  the  command  of  their  leader^  as  was  usual  in 
Ireland,  and  possibly  were  not  apprised  of  his  delio* 
ouency,  or  of  his  traitorous  designs :  for  they  took 
ttieir  station  carelessly  and  securely,  without  discover- 
ing any  intentions  of  annoving  the  town.  Carew 
however  detennined  to  consider  them  as  rebels;  and 
leading  his  garrison -against  them,  at  one  vigorous 
and  unexpected  onset  put  them  to  flight,  and  pur- 
sued them  with  terrible  execution.  Hooker  de- 
Hcribes  his  patron,  marching  with  an  inconsiderable 
body,  attacking  two  thousand  men,  completely 
armed,  and  drawn  up  in  military  array,  killing  four 
hundred  of  their  number,  and  this  without  the  loss 
of  one  man;  a  circumstance  which  confutes  his  ac^ 
count,  and  shews  that  the  party  he  attacked  neither 
expected  nor  were  prepared  for  hostilities :  and  the 
author  incautiously  confesses^  that  the  citizens  of 
Kilkenny  were  stricken  with  horror  at  the  carnage^ 
instead  of  exulting  jn  the  defeat  of  an  enemy. 

And  now  James  piU-!Vfaurice  and  his  riotous 
followers  were  prepared  to  take  the  lield.  With 
mdre  of  brutal  violence  than  real  forpe,  they  poured 
down  from  their  haurjts,  Qpd  in  the  first  place  mvest- 
ed  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  The  valor  and  condnci 
of  the  garrison,  and  the  zealous  services  of  the'citi- 
^Ciis,  easily  repelled  the  pflTorts  of  these  wild  in- 
vaders, and  obliged  them  to  turn  their  fury  on  the 
adjacent  villages  apd  open  country.  They  ravaged, 
spoiled,  and  murdered;  and  so  widely  did  tney 
t^pread  their  outrages,  even  through  several  pf  th^ 
most  civili?:ed  districts,  and  so  little  opposition  did 
^'     •  -  /  ^r^    ->y,ey 
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they  encounter^  that  their  vain-glorious  leader  con- 
ceived^ that  the  extirpation  of  the  Enj^lish  power 
was  reserved  for  his  valor.  He  practised  with  the 
earl  of  Thomond,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  espouse 
his  cause;  he  sent  to  Tirlouo^h  0*Nial,  and  pressed 
him  to  enn^age  the  Scottish  forces  in  his  pay^  and  to 
make  a  diversion  on  the  Northern  borders  of  the 
pale.  At  the  same  time  he  dispatched  new  mes- 
sengers, to  the  courts  of  Roum?  and  Spain,  with 
assurances  that  the  enemies  of  Elizabeth  were  now 
risen  in  every  part  of  Ireland,  that  their  efforts  had 
been  already  attended  with  considerable  success, 
and  that  some  foreign  aid  only  was  required,  to  root 
out  all  the  adversaries  of  the  holy  see. 

The  alarm  of  this  insurrection  was  greater  than 
the  real  danger.  The  earl  of  Ormond,  who  re- 
sided at  the  court  of  Englandi  laboured  to  quiet  the 
apprehensions  of  the  queen  ;  offered  his  own  ser- 
vices to  restore  the  tranquillity  of  Munster,  and  ex^ 
pressed  his  confidence  that  he  should  at  least  be  able 
to  reduce  his  brother  to  a  just  sense  of  his  duty  and 
allegiance.  He  was  sent  into  Ireland  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  found  the  lord  deputy  already  employed 
against  the  insurgents  of  the  South.  He  easily  pre- 
vailed on  Sir  Edmund  Butler,  before  he  had  as  yet 
proceeded  to  any  enormous  acts  of  rebellion,  to 
appear  before  the  deputy  at  Limerick ;  and  although 
he  contrived  to  escape  from  the  durance  to  which 
he  was  committed,  yet  he  and  two  other  brothers  of 
the  earl  were  again  prevailed  on  to  resign  themselves 
to  justice.  Fitz-Maurice,  in  the  mean  time,  fled, 
with  his  associates,  at  (he  appearance  of  the  deputy 
and  his  forces,  and  lay  concealed  in  hissecrot  haunts, 
until  the  enemy  should  retire;  an  artifice  learned  • 
from  the  old  natives.  A  progress  made  by  Sydncyr 
through  the  Southern  and  Western  provinces,  serv- 
ed to  encourage  the  well  affected,  and  to  terrify  the. 
enemies  of  government.  Many  of  the  most  con- 
siderable vvLvUfi  in  Munster,  renewed  their  assurances 
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of  loyalty,  and  associated  against  the  rebels.    Their 
favorers  were  thus  terrified,  and  those,  who  had  nc* 
yet  proceeded  to  any  violent  outrages,  resolved  to 
make  their  peace  by  a  timely  submission.      Thfe 
Roi  Can, earl  of  Clancarthy  surrendered  himself  to  Gilbert, 
H.  13      an  English  officer,  appointed  to  command  in  Mnn-* 
^"^ .      ster ;  was  remitted  to  Sydney,  and  by  a  most  humili- 
ating submission  before  the  council,  and  surrender- 
ing his  son  as  hostage  for  his  fidelity,  obtained  his 
pardon.     The  earl  of  Thomond  also  quickly  repent- 
ed of  his  engagements,  to  which  he  nad  been  pro- 
voked by  the  insolence  and  austerity  of  Sir  Edwanl 
Hooker.    Filton's  government  in  Connaught.     Ormond,  on 
Sf«4**    his  fii'st  complaints  against  Pitton,  had  been  sent  tb 
£^j^^     treat  with  him,  and  to  accommodate  their  differences ; 
but  quickly  found  he  was  to  proceed  by  force  against 
Camb.      a  rebel.    The  very  first  commencement  of  hostilities 
so  terrified  Thomond,  that  he  fled  to  France,  where 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  recommend  himself  to 
Norris,  the  English  ambassador,  and,  by  his  medi- 
ation with  the  quecu,  obtained  a  pardon. 

Nor  did  Fitz-Maurice  find  his  practices  in  Ulster 
attended  with  bett<5r  success.  Tirlough,  the  chief- 
tain of  Tirowen,  had  hideed  been  so  far  seduced 
by  his  pressing  instances,  that  with  the  assistance  of 
some  Scottish  troops  whom  he  engaged  in  his  ser- 
vice, he  prepared  to  invade  the  Northern  bordera : 
but,  when  just  on  the  point  of  executing  his  futile 
purpose,  an  accidenfal  wound  well  nign  deprived 
nim  of  his  life.  His  danger  at  once  raised  trie  ut- 
most confusion  in  Tirowen ;  factions  were  already 
formed,  and  contests  commenced  about  the  succes- 
sion to  the  chieftaiury.  The  Scots  dispersed  for 
want  of  pay  ;  and  Tirlough,  on  his  recovery,  find- 
ing himself  abandoned,  Was  forced  to  submit  to  the 
lord  deputy.  In  Leinster,  the  enemies  of  goverri- 
ment  were  quelled  and  terrified  by  the  queen's 
forces;  so  that  the  insurgents  of  the  South  wei'e 
leit 'without  assistance  or  support,  to  maintain  their 
ov^  n  precipitate  r^fceUion.     To  complete  their  con- 

fusion^ 
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fusicm,  8if  John  Perrot  was  iqppointed  president  of 
Muiifiter^  an  austere^  spirited^  and  vigoroitt  officer. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  tlie  natural  son  of  Henry 
the  eighth;  and  inherited  a  full  portion  of  the  pride, 
(ire^  and  inflexibiUty  of  fhis  monanch.  He  pursued 
the  rebels  with  a  passionate  indignation;  storming 
their  forts,  and  chasing  them  from  their  haunts, 
without  respite ;  until  Pitz-Maurice,  with  some  of 
his  adherents,  worn  out  with  toil,  famine,  and  ter- 
ror, were  compelled  to  cast  themselTes  at  his  feet. 
The  inferior  agents  in  this  insurrection  were  instant* 
\y  condemned  to  all  the  rigors  of  martial  law :  their 
leader,  who  was  most  culpable^  was  reserved  for  the 
queen's  disposal. 

From  suppressing  the  rebellion,  Perrot  proceeded 
vigorously  to  the  complete  pacification  of  Munster. 
The  discontented  were  terrined  by  bis  severity;  the 
well-afiected  crowded  to  their  protector,  and  tender- 
ed  their  services  for  extinguishing  every  remaining; 
spark  of  commotion.  He  held  his  courts  in  dii-HooW. 
ferent  quarters;  heard  and  redressed  grievances; 
enforcecl  a  strict  execution  of  English  law,  and  an 
exact  adherence  to  Enghsh  order  and  manners ;  so 
as  to  give  an  unusual  appearance  of  peace,  industry, 
and  civility  to  the  whole  province.  Such  was  the 
confidence  of  the  queen  in  the  abilities  of  this  officer, 
that  on  his  first  appointment  to  the  command  of 
that  part  of  Ireland  which  seemed  most  exposed  to 
danger.  Sir  Henry  Sidney  was  permitted  to  return  A.  D. 
to  England,  and  the  government  entrusted  to  his^*^^- 
brother.  Sir  William  Fitz- William  t  and  such  were 
the  hopes  conceived  from  the  suppression  of  the 
late  commotions,  that  new  projects  were  formed  in 
England  for  the  improvement  of  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  especially  for  establishing  a  {dantation  of 
English  settlers  in  those  parts  of  Ulster  which. had 
been  forfeited  or  resigned  to  the  crown. 

At  a  time  when  it  became  a  prevailing  fashion 
to  look  abroad  for  foreign  settlements.  Sir  Thomw 
$mith,  secretary  to  the  queen,  first  conceived  the 
design  of  providing  for  his  natural  son  by  a  grant 

of 
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of  Irish  lands.  This  youth  was  cotnniUsioned  to 
^^^■*"^'  transport  a  colony  into  a  peninsula  called  Ardes>  on 
Hooker,  the  eastern  part  of  Ulster,  which  by  its  situation 
seemed  easily  defensible.  Lands  were  assigned  to 
his  followers  at  the  rent  of  one  penny  by  the  atrc, 
to  every  footman  one  hundred  and  tweuty,  to  each 
horsecnan  one  hundred  and  forty  acres-  The  co- 
lony was  transported  with  the,  fairest  hopes  of  suc- 
cess ;  when  in  an  instant  the  whole  design  was  de- 
feated by  the  assassination  of  youn^  Smith,  who  fell 
by  the  treachery  of  one  of  the  O'Nials. 

Another    adventurer  of  higher  character^    not 
deterred  by  this  accident,    formed  a  scheme  of  a 
more  powerful  and  extensive  colony.      On  the  re- 
port of  some  commotions  in  that  part  of  Ulster, 
^XQjnd.     called  Clan-hu-boy,  Walter  Devereux,  lately  creat- 
Gox,  ex  '  ed  earl  of  Essex,  tendered  liis  services  for  reducing 
BiSS.      this  district,  and  planting  it  with  English  settlers. 
'  """^      It  was  readily  agreed  that  he  should  be  mvested  with 
a  moiety  of  the  country  to  be  thus  planted ;  that 
one  thousand  two  hundred  forces  should  be  main- 
tained and  fortifications  raised,  at  the  joint  expence 
of  the  queen  and  earl ;  that  every  horseman  who 
should  voluntarily  engage  in  this  expedition  for  two 
years,  should  receive  a  grant  of  four  hundred  acres 
of  land ;  every  footman,  a  grant  of  two  hundred, 
at  a  rent  of  two  pence  by  the  acre;   that  the  earl 
should  be  commander  in  chief  for  seven  years,  and 
in  concurrence  with  the  crown,  continue  the  planta- 
tion until  a  thousand  English  inhabitants  should  be 
settled  on  each  moiety.     Essex  prepared  for  this 
expedition  with  such  sanguine  hopes,  that  he  mort- 
gaged his  estate  to  the  queen  for  ten  thousand 
Sounds.      The  lords  Dacre  and  Rich,    Sir  Henry 
'nowles  and  his  four  brothers,  three  sons  of  loitl 
Norris,  and  other  Englishmen  of  distinction  con- 
sented to  attend  him. 

PiTZ-WiLLUM,  who  naturally  foresaw  that  the^ 
presence  of  a  nobleman  invested  with  an  indcpcnd- 
tent  authority,    and  attended  with' a  considerable 
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force,  must  necessaf  ly  lessen  his  consequence  and 
dignity,  remonstraled  warmly  a<|;ainst  the  impro- 
priety of  this  commission  granted  to  the  earl ;  and 
the  unseasonable  attempt  to  form  a  new  settlement 
in  Ulster,  which  he  represented  to  be  in  a  state  of 
violent  commotion.  But  the  enemies  of  Essex/ 
who  had  contrived  to  practise  on  his  enterprizing 
temper,  and  encouraged  him  to  this  undertaking 
were  solicitous  to  remove  him  from  the  English 
court.  Of  these  the  favorite  Leicester  was  chief; 
and  he  easily  prevailed  on  the  queen  to  quiet  the 
jealousy  of  Fitz-William,  by  consenting  that  Essex  ,. 
should  receive  his  commission  from  the  lord  deputy 
of  Ireland,  so  as  to  act  apparently  under  his  autho*' 
rity.  But  this  commission  was  affectedly  delayed  ij^  i>^ 
so  that  when  the  earl  landed  with  his  troop,  theu7jL 
Northern  natives,  notwithstanding  their  fair  promises 
of  assistance  and  support,  quickly  learned  to  despise 
his  numbers  ;  and  received  secret  intimations  that 
they  might  oppose  him  with  impunity.  Brian  M ac- 
Phelim,  a  considerable  chieftain  of  the  sept  of 
O'Nial,  Hugh,  son  to  Matthew  earl  of  Dungannon, 
and  Tirlough,  the  Irish  lord  of  Tirowcn,  united 
against  him,  and  harassed  his  forces  by  perpetual 
sKirmisUes  after  the  manner  of  their  country.  It 
now  appeared  that  his  embarkation  had  been  too 
long  delayed,  the  soldiers  furnished  by  the  queen 
ill-chosen  and  ineffective,  their  provisions  tardily 
supplied,  and  in  quality  unsound. .  His  noble  93so^ 
ciates  quickly  repented  of  an  adventure  thus  secretly- 
counteracted,  and  on  various  pretences  witlidrew 
themselves  one  by  one,  into  their  native  country. 
Essex  pathetically  represented  to  the  queen  the 
distresses  of  his  situation  ;  and  was  on  the  point  pf 
being  recalled,  when  his  enemies  found  new  pre- 
tences for  detaining  him  in  Ireland.      , 

The  administration  of  Fitz-William  had  been 
disturbed  by  various  petty  conymotions.  In  Licin- 
f^ter,  besides  the  unceasing  turbulence  of  ti\j$ 
P']Vfoores^  the  reseqtmcnt  of  a  chieftain  of  the 
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old  nepi  of  Mac-Murchad  bad  produced  considera- 
ble disorders*  He  had  taketi  arms  to  revenue  some 
iviron<;s  committed  by  bis  neighbour^  and  defeated 
a  body  of  the  men  ot  Wexford,  who  bad  issued  out 
to  oppose  him.  Iti  Co^naugbt,  the  sons  of  the  earl 
qf  Clanricarde,  provoked  at  the  austerity  of  Sir 
Edward  Fitton,  rose  in  rebellion*^,  and  alUiougb 
their  father  freely  offered  his  services  to  reduce 
them  to  obedience,  he  proved  unsuccessful  or  insin* 
cere  in  his  attempts.  And  what  was  still  more 
ialarming,  the  province  of  Munster,  where  Perrot 
laboured  with  tne  utmost  diligence  to  establish  an 
effectual  reformation,  was  again  threatened  >vitb 
idang:erous  commotions.  The  earl  of  Desmond  and 
his  brother^  who  had  been  so  long  detained  prisoners 
in  England^  were  at  length  remitted  to  the  chief 
TOvernorat  Dublin^  there  to  reside  as  state  prisoners. 
The  mayor  of  the  citv^  to  whose  custody  they  were 
committed^  indulged  them  with  such  liberty,  that, 
imder  pretence  of  huntings  they  contrived  to  escape 
into  their  own  country,  where  they  were  received 
with  joy  by  their  dependents^  bi^athing^veogeanca 
for  the  severities  they  had  endured.  Toencrease 
the  general  alarm,  by  the  vigilance  of  Fitz-Wil- 
liam,  letters  were  intercepted  from  Rome,  uddressed 
to  the  Irish  natives^  wj^erein  (he  popa  earnestly  ex? 
horted  them  to  persevere  in  their  opposition  to  the 
Waf«.  .^queen's  government,  with  assurance  of  being  sup- 
plied with  money  and  tipops,  and  promise  ef  ah? 
solution  tp  themselves  ai|a  tl»e}r  posterity  tq  the 
third  generation. 

U 

^  So  Mitirely  degeqernte  were  the$e  ^rioiie  ohildren  pf  the  9u\,  ao^ 

t|)eir  clans,  that  their  aversion  from  the  English  exceeded  that  of  the 

moat  inveterate  of  the  Q|d  nMives/    In  the  rage  of  their  injnirrectoon  thef 

set  fire  to  the  toiyn  of  Athonrae,  where  some  forced  of  the  state  baa 

rMittlly  B^enstaiiooed.    One  qf  them  was  reminded  to  spare  the  church, 

.  «s.hi»mothpr  lay  interred  in  it.     "  Were  she*  tliere  alive,"  ^4  ^^^' 

▼age,     "  1  should  burn  her,  church  and  ally  rather  thnp  "«ufferpi»Jf 

'"''^S churl  efprto-pOBspssl^e place."  Cox. 
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In  this  >  time  of  danger  and  apprehension,  the 
queen  was  easily  persuaded  by  the  enemies  of  Essex, CamiflD. 
to  conimaad  that  he  shoula  stay  in  Ireland,  and 
assist  her  lord  deputy  against  the  enemies  of  govern- 
ment. Brian  Mac-Murchad  was  opposed  in  the. 
fields  and  still  more  effectually  wrought  upon  by 
kindness;  so  that  he  consented  to  lay  down  his  arms; 
and  persevered  in  his  atiachment  to  the  crown  with 
an  unusual  zeal  and  sincerity.  To  Sir  Peter  Carew, 
who  had  reclaimed  him,  he  was  so  tenderly  and  af- 
fectionately devoted,  that  on  the  death  of  his  be-Hook«; 
loved  friend  and  patron,  the  good-natured  Irishman 
pined  with  grief  and  died.  The  sons  of  Clanricarde 
also  were  rrauced  and  pardoned ;  and  the  queen  was 
so  persuaded  of  the  justness  of  their  complaints 
against  Sir  Edward  Fitton,  that  she  soon  after  re- 
moved him  from  the  presidency  of  Connauo^ht 
Desmond,  the  most  dangerous  insurgent  who  nad 
collected  his  associates  and  preparea  for  rebellion, 
was  vigorously  pursued  by  the  earls  of  Essex  and 
Kildare^  and  obliged  for  the  present  to  relinquish  his 
design,  and  to  renew  his  en^igements  of  submissioa 
and  allegiance. 

Essex  now  returned  to  the  prosecution  of  his 
schemes   in   Ulster*:    where  the  turbulence  andCamdm. 
perfidiousness  of  the  Irish,  and  the  insidious  prac- 
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*  The  Irish  manuscript  annals  of  this  reign,  mention  a  rery  disho* 
noraUe  transaction  of  this  lord,  on  his  return  to  Ulster.  It  is  here  gi- 
▼en  in  a  literal  translation  from  the  Irish,  with  which  the  author  waa 
favored  by  Mr.  O'Connor.  Anno  1574.  "  A  solemn  peace  and  ooo- 
'*  cord  was  made  between  the  earl  of  Essex  and  Felim  O'Nial. 
^  However,  at  a  feast  wherein  the  earl  entertained  that  chieftain,  and 
'*  at  the  end  of  their  good  cheer,  0*Nial  with  his  wife  were  seized; 
**  their  friends  who  attended  were  put  to  the  sword  before  their  f:ices. 
**  Felim,  together  with  his  wife  and  brother,  were  conveyed  to  Dublin, 
"  ^heie  they  were  cut  up  in  quarters.  This  execution  gave  universal 
*•  diMontent  and  horrour." 

In  like  manner, -these  apnals  assure  us,  that  a  few  years  after,  the 
^h  chieftains  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  county  were  invjtid  by  the 
AQgiisb  to  a  treaty  of  accommodation.    But  when  they  arrived  at  the 
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tWes  of  Leicester  and  his  partizans^  involved  him 
in  a  scries  of  perplexities.  When  be  bad  been 
^vearied  into  a  resignation  of  his  authority,  he  was 
commanded  to  resume  it :  when  he  had  resumed  it, 
and  for  a  while  proceeded  with  success,  he  was  again 
ordered  to  rcsijjn  it.  When  he  had  at  length  ob- 
tained permission  to  return  to  England,  be  was  again 
demanded  into  Ireland,  with  the  iiisigniiicant  title  of 
tearl  marshal  of  this  country.  Here  vexation  and 
disappointment  soon  put  an  end  to  his  life,  which 
involved  Leicester  in  the  snspicion  of  having  caused 
Ibis  unhappy  nobleman  to  be  poisoned;  a  suspicion 
'which  be  himself  encreased  by  hastily  marrying  the 
countess  of  Essex. 

In  the  mean  time  the  repeated  instances  of  Sir 
William  Pitz- William,  to  be  relieved  from  the  bur- 
den of  his  Irish  government,  so  wrotight  upon  the 
auecn,  that  she  determined  once  again  to  entrust 
le  management  of  this  disordered  country  to  the 
abilities  and  experience  of  Sir  Henry  Sydney.  Sen- 
sible of  the  complicated  difficulties  attendmg  the 
execution  of  this  office,  and  disgusted  at  the  coldness 
with  which  his  former  services  had  been  received, 
lie  would  gladly  have  declined  the  chaise :  but  to 
conquer  his  reluctance,  he  was  invested  with  the  most 
»  honorable  and  extensive  powers,  and  assured  of 
an  annual  remittance  of  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
in  aid  of  the  ordinary  revenues  of  Ireland.  On  his 
J1..0L  landing,  to  re-assume  the  administration  of  this 
X67fi.  realm,  a  plague,  which  raged  through  the  EngHsli 
pale,  prevented  him  from  repairing  to  the  seat  of 
government,  and  advices  received  of  various  difin 
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e ice  of  conferenci?,  they  were  insfantly  surroundcil  by  troops,  and  til 
tohered  on  tlie  spot — Such  reletions  would  be  more  suspicioiis,  it 
these  aenals  in  general  expressed  great  viralence  against  the  English 
and  their  govemmeDt.  But  thwy  do  not  appear  to  ditter  essentially  Ironi 
liie  priolwl  histories,  except  in  tiie  minuteness  with  which  tl.ey  ret-erd 
the  local  tsenaactionsand  adventures  of  the  Irish :  and  sometime  t^T 
axjpresflsly  eoadeom  their  eountrymeo*  ((X,$iysitrebeUiQm  againtt  ihti^ 
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ordera  in-  ^  Narth.  and  particulftriv  of  the  turba« 
lence  which  the  Scottish  aettlem  had  discoveffed^  and 
their  hostile  attempts  against  the  Eoglbh  garrisoo  (^ 
Carrickfergus,  determined  him  to  march  into  th^ 
province  of  Ulster.  His  presence  was  sufficient  tq 
fiupp|res8  ajil  commotion:  and  in  a  circuit  which  he 
coutioued  througph  the  several  provinces,  with  a  force 
consisting  only  of  six  hundred  men^  without  drawing 
a  sword^  or  encountering  the  least  cianger,  he  supr 
pressed  all  tiiose  petty  brawls  which  report  usually 
ma^ified  into  desperate  rebelUons ;  administered 
justice,  /and  executed  the  laws^  even  with  severity. 
The  suspected  lords  of  the  old  English  nee,  and 
several  of  the  Irish  chieftains  attended  him  with  the 
most  zealous  expressions  pf  loyalty  and  attachment^ 
The  delinquent  sons  of  the  earl  of  Clanrjcarde  were 
the  only  persons  who  presumed  to  break  out  into 
new  extravagances^  on  nis  departure  from  their  pro* 
vince;  but  on  his  second  sudden  expeditioq  mto 
Connaught^  they  fled  to  their  woods^,  their  castles 
were  taSen,  and  their  father,  who  was  suspected  of 
fisivouring  their  rebellion^  waa  committed  to  dos^ 
custody.  , 

AMovci  other  regulations  now  devised  by  Sydney^ 
he  provided  for  the  good  government  of  the  South, 
by  prevailing  on  the  queen  to  appoint  8ir  William 
Drury  lord  president  of  Munster,  in  the  room  of 
Pcrrot,  who  had  returned  to  England.  Drury  had 
already  served  with  reputation  and  honor  as  gover- 
ndt  of  Berwick ;  and  in  this  new  station  he  Kcemed 
detennined  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  his  predecessor. 
He  held  his  courts  regularly,  administered  justice 
impartially^  enforced  a  strict  observance  of  Knglii»h 
manners,  and  a  dutiful  submission  to  English  law. 
The  county  palatine  of  Kerry,  was  now  the  only 
part  of  Munster,  in  which  malefactors  found  any 
refuse.  Edward  the  third  had  granted  the  royalties 
of  Uiis  county  to  the  earl  of  Desmond :  but  Urury, 
without  regard  to  antient  patents^  determined  to  ex- 
ieod  hisjigrif4iction  iuio  lierry.    DesmotuI  pleaded  ^ 

the 
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tire  ftntient  privilege  and  exemptioq  of  his  lands; 
but  finding  the  lora  president  obstinate  in  his  pur- 
pose,  reserved  himself  for  an  appeal  to  the  chief 

governor,  assuring  Drury  in  the  mean  timp,  that 
e  should  be  received  in  Kerry  with  all  honor  aud 
liibmission/  and  inviting  him  to  reside  at  his  house 
in  Tralee,  The  invitation  wa$  acpept^d  j  when  on 
the  arrival  of  Drury  with  a  train  ot  a  hundred  and 
twenty  men  in  armi^  a  body  of  seven  hundred  folr 
lowers  of  Desmpnd,  tall^  active,  and  vigorous,  ap- 
peared at  some  distance,  and  advance^  upon  him. 
The  president^  unacguainted  with  the  customs  pf 
this  Gistrict,  ^nd  fillra  with  thp  suspicions  and  jea- 
lous prejudice^  of  an  English  8):ranger,  at  once  con- 
pluded  that  he  had  been  betrayed,  ^nd  W49  to  be 
Burroundpd,  and  cut  tp  pieces.  He  encouraged  hi^ 
jfoHowers,  to  prevent  this  foripidabla  enemy,  and  to 
^harge  them  without  wafting  tp  be  attacked.  The 
first  onset  at  once  dispersed  the  Desiponians;  who, 
without  attempting  the  least  hostility,  ffed  with  the 
utmost  astonishment  and  precipitation :  and  the 
pountess  of  Desmpnd  was  left  to  explain  this  extra- 
ordinary inpident.  She  assured  the  president  thai 
these  men  neither  intended  nor  expected  hostilities; 
f;hat  their  flight  was  not  the  eflfect  of  qowardice,  but 
amazement  and  cpnfiision  at  beiqg  tcea^ed  as  fune- 
inies^  When  tl|ey  bad  assembled  peacei^bly  to  do  hirp 
boHop ;  that  U)ey  bad  been  collected  by  her  lord 
merely  to  entertahi  him  >vUh  bunting,  in  which  the 
men  of  Kerry  lyere  remarkably  ej^pert  aqd  vigor- 
ous. Drury  affected  to  be  satisfied  with  this  ex- 
planation ;  and  proceeded  to  execute  the  laws  withiq 
the  liberties  of  the  ciarl  of  pe^mpnd^  witbotjt  con* 
troul  or  opposition.       •  v.« 

HooW.  A^p  npw  when  the  ^flairs  of  Munsl^  seeimed 
happily  composed  ;  v»^hen  the  De  Bur^nos  of  Con- 
liaught,  who  had  repeated  their  insiiniSction,  ^^^ 
reduced  and  broker),  the  goyernment  of  this  pro- 
vince prudently  administered  by  a  new  lord  presi* 
jA^ntj  Sir  Nicholas  Malby ;  and  the  who^iJdngdpiii 
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seemed  to  assume  an  appearance  of  tranquillity,  new 
discootent  arose^  spreau  through  the  bod^  of  Iridi 
subjects^  and  cast  a  shade  of  popular  odium  on  the 
administration  of  Sir  Henry  Sydney. 

The  merit  of  a  chief  governor  of  Ireland  was,  A.  D. 
in  the  English  cabinet,  too  often  measured  by  the  i^^t 
brilliant  advantages  he  could  procur^o  the  crown^ 
without  the  strictest  attention  to  the  circumstances 
of  those  whom  he  was  sent  to  govern  i  which  natu^- 
rally  tempted  him  to  overlook  the  necessities  and 
distresses  of  the  Irish  subjects,  and  even  their  just 
rights,  in  his  solicitude  for  the  interest  and  service 
of  the  crown;  The  enormous  disproportion  between 
the  revenue  of  Ireland,  and  the  charge  of  maintain- 
ino^  the  English  power  in  this  realm,  was  a  constant 
subject  of  complaint  in  England ;  and  Sydney  justly 
conceived  he  could    perform  no  more  acceptable 
service,  th^n  that  of  alleviating  the  burden.     It  had 
been   usual,  for  ipany  years,  to  impose  upcn  the 
English  districts,  a  certain  proportion  of  provisions 
for  the  royal  garrisons,  ana  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  gOYemor's  household.  The  principal  inhabitants, 
of  eaph  district  attended  the  deputy  and  council, 
settled  the  rates  to  be  paid,  and  consented  <o  a  cer- 
tain assessment  or  contribution  to  defray  Uie  charge. 
Sydney  conceived  the  design  of  converting  this  oc- 
casional  subsidy  into  a  regular  and  permanent  reve- 
nue, by  substituting  a  pompositioq  in  place  of  tht?  p^^^^'* 
assessment,  and  exacting  it  from  all  thp  subjects.  voj!T^ 
He  communicated  his  design  to  the  court  of  Eng-  p.  si 
land,  and  was  enqouraged  to  pursue  it.    He  first 
be^Q  by  proclamation  to  dissolve  those  liberties 
which  bad  ever  claimed  an  exemption  from  the  anci- 
ent charge  of  purveyance,  or  at  least  to  curtail  the 
privileges  of  tnose  whose  legality  could  not  be  im« 
peached :  and  then  prof^eeded  to  a  general  imposi« 
uoq  of  the  new  tas^,  by  f he  mere  authority  of  coqn- 
cil,  and  By  virtue  of  tne  queen-s  prerogative, 

A  GENERAL  and  violent  discontent  was  the  im* 
mediate  consequence  of  this  bold  act  of  government. 
Not  qi^ly  tho^  whose  liberties  |iad  becQ  suppressed 
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but  those  who  Lad  chearfuUy  contributod  to  th^ 
assessment  in  its  former  mode  not  only  the  secrellv 
disaffected,  but  those  who)»e  loyalty  was  above  suspi- 
cion, were  provoked  at  a  tax  so  unconstitutional  and 
oppressive,  and  united  in  a  spirited  remonstrance  to 
Bookv,  the  lord  deputy  and  council.  Their  numbers  and 
their  conditic^)  secured  them  a  respectful  audience, 
^  They  complained  of  the  arbitrary  dissolution  of 
those  ancient  liberties  and  privileu^es,  which  had 
been  granted  by  royal  patent,  and  enjoyed  for  ages; 
of  a  new,  illegal,  and  oppressive  tax,  imposed,  tocy 
Icnew  not  by  what  autnority,  and  exacted  with  a 
severity  utterly  intolerable;  that  formerly  indeed, 
they  had  of  their  own  free  will  and  benevolence 
concurred  in  an  equitable  and  moderate  assessment, 
which  they  now  found  converted  into  a  peremptory 
imposition,  amounting  to  no  less  than  ten  or  twelve 
pounds  upon  every  plow-land,  a  burden  intolerable 
to  tlie  subject ;  and,  what  was  still  more  alarming,  a 
burden  imposed  contrary  to  all  law  and  reason. 
They  claimed  the  natural  rights  of  freemen,  and  the 

{iriviieges  of  the  English  constitution,  and  acknow- 
edg^d  no  power  of  taxation  but  in  the  grand  conn*' 
pil  of  the  realm :  nor^  could  tiiey  so  shamefulljr  be^ 
tray  the  rights  of  English  subjects,  as  to  submit  to 
any  tajf,  to  which  they  had  not  consented  by  their 
representatives,  and  ifecly  granted  in  parliament 
to  the  public  senice, 

^vn^EY  and  his  counsellors,  after  a  deliberation 
of  some  days,  replied,  that  as  (o  the  liberties  dissolve 
ed,  these  were  such  as  on  the  most  attentive  exami^ 
nation  of  the  public  records,  appeared  to  be  invalid 
or  expired :  as  to  the  burden  of  the  taXj  her  ma- 
jesty was  contented  that  it  should  not  exceed  the 
rate  of  five  marks  ou  every  plo\y-land  :  aiid  as  to 
its  authority,  that  it  was  imposed  by  the  aueen's 
prerojjative,  which  must  not  be  impeachea:  ai^ 
was  mrther  warranted  by  the  constant  usage  of  oc* 
ca&^ional  assessments  made  by  the  chief  governor 
§nc}  coqncil^  >yith  the  concurrence  of  the  uobiUty  in 


fhe  several  countie^^  a  usag^e  which  had  tmifbrtnljr 
obtaineci  even  from  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fourth. 
So  obvipas  was  the  distinction  between  the  former 
assessment^  and  the  present  mode  of  composition ; 
so  novel  and  so  repuapnant  to  erery  principle'  of 
law  and  justice  did  this  doctrine  of  raising  money 
by  prerogative,  appear  to  the  subjects  of  Ireland, 
and  so  oonfident  were  the  remonstrants  in  the  vali- 
dity of  their  plea,  that  they  humbly  besought  the 
deputy's  permission  to  repair  to  the  court  of  Eliza- 
beth, there  to  lay  their  cause  before  her  highness. 
Sydney,  provoked  and  alarmed  at  this  determined 
opposition  to  bis  favorite  scheme,  coldly  replied, 
that  he  could  give  no  sanction  to  this  measure,  nor 
yet  restrain  them  from  appealing  to  the  queen. 

Opposition  in  a  cause  so  popular,  gained  daily 
accessions  of  strength,  and  was  animated  by  the 
public  applause:  the  principal  lords  through  all 
parts  of  the  realm  refused  obedience  to  the  edict  of 
cotmcil,  and  enjoined  (heir  tenants  and  dependents 
by  no  means  to  pay  the  assessment.  The  inhabitants 
or  the  pale  assembled,  deliberated,  and  at  length 
resolved  to  entrust  their  cause  to  three  agents,  emi- 
nent for  their  knowledge  of  the  laws,  and  zealous 
opposers  of  the  present  tax.  They  were  sent  info 
England  with  letters  to  the  queen  and  to  the  Eng- 
.lish  council,  signed  by  the  lords  Baltinglass,  Delvin, 
Hoath^  Trimbleston,  Bellew,  Nangle,  some  of  the 
families  of  Plunket  and  Nugent,  with  other  distin- 
guished inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Meath  and 
Dublin,  in  the  names  of  all  the  subjects  of  the 
English  pale.  They  complained  of  the  grievance 
(hey  sustained  by  the  tax,  and  (hat  they  Tiad  been 
denied  redress  by  the  lord  deputy ;  they  urged  the 
ille^lity  and  oppressive  burden  of  the  tax,  and  the 
various  abuses  committed  in  the  exaction  of  it.  The 
agents  appeared  at  the  English  court  in  firm  confi- 
dence of  success,  white  Sydney  had  taken  cspecfal 
care  to  possess  both  the  queen  and  her  council,  with^y*^^  • 
the  most  unfavourable  opinion  both  of  their  cause 

and 
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and  ebaracters.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
council,  and  there  heard  with  prejudice  and  partia- 
lity. Four  Irish  lords  now  attendant  on  tlie  court, 
Hookar.  Kildare,  Ormond,  Gormanstown^  and  Dunsany^  were 
summoned  to  attend^  and  their  opinion  demanded 
on  the  allegations  of  their  countrymen.  They  de- 
clared that  an  assessment  had  been  always  practised 
for  maintenance  of  the  queen's  garrisons^  and  the 
household  of  her  deputy;  and  cautiously  avoiding 
the  point  of  prerogative^  confined  themselves  to 
the  necessities  and  condition  of  their  countrymen, 
humbly  pleaded  the  ffrievousness  of  the  present  im- 
position, and  pray^  that  it  might  be  moderated. 
Thus  far  the  council  were  disposed  to  satisfy  the 
Irish  subjects,  and  thus  far  the  queen  herself  listened 
to  their  complaints  with  affected  tenderness  and 
compassion.  She  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  ''  Ab! 
'^  how  I  fear  lest  it  be  objected  to  us,  as  it  was  to 

Cttricn.  t€  Tiberius  by  Bato,  concerning  the  Dalmatian  com- 
''  motions:  You,  you  it  is  that  are  infatUt,u>ho 
*'  have  committed  your  flocks  not  to  shepherds  but  to 
"  wolves." 

But  this  imperious  princess  gave  ready  ear  to 
those  ministers  who  recommended  the  maintenance 
of  her  prerogative.  The  Irish  agents,  who  had 
ra^ly  relied  on  the  support  of  law  and  justice,  were 
instantly  committed  to  the  Fleet,  as  contumacious 

"*^*'*^' .  opposers  of  the^  royal  authority.  The  queen's  let- 
ters to  Sir  Henry  Sydney  and  the  Irish  council,  re- 
primanded them  for  not  having  immediately  com- 
mitted and  punished  those  who  had  presumed  to 
deny  the  legality  of  the  present  composition ;  com- 
manding that  all  they  who  had  subscribed  the  appH* 
.  cation  to  the  throne  should  be  summoned  before 
them,  and  if  they  still  persevered  in  impugning  her 
.  prerogative,  that  they  should  be  committed  to 
prison  until  they  acknowledged  their  offence.  And 
while  she  recommended  moderation  in  the  new 
assessment  and  a  strict  attention  to  prevent  all 
abuses  in  the  exaction  of  it,  she  at  the  same  time 
commanded  that  those  of  her  servants  and  coun^ 

sellors, 


«eHora,  lenr^o^  iq  tbe  hw,  who  had  been  present 
«t  the  origifiai  compJaiot^  ^d  neglected  to  ras^n- 
tain  her  royajl  prerogative^  ^oi4d  be  removed  ironi 
4heir  offices. 

Such  appeaJcajnQO  of  severity  proved  in^ufiici^nt 
to  operate  npicm  the  lo^ds  and  gentlemen  of  the  pale. 
They  appeared  before  the  council,  and  there,  pe- 
remptoril^  adheriag  t^  their  foroier  deelajratton^i^ 
and  denying  the  legality  of  any  tax  not  regularly 
established  m  pinrliament,  were  committed  to  cIosq 
durance  m  the  eastle  of  Dublin.  Their  agents  ii| 
Snghmd  on  %  sieeond  f xaraiiiation  appeared  equall)^ 
ideteraiined;  and  therefore  were  removed  from  th^ 
jPleet  to  the  Tower;  which  implied  that  their  of- 
lence  was  considered  as  of  a  treasonable  nature.  Thft 
Mfhole  body  of  Irish  subjeets  was  alarmed  and  con- 
ibunded  at  this  rigour,  which  they  imputed  to  the 
practices  of  Sidney,  and  whom  of  consequence  the^ 
loaded  with  the  moist  viruient  invective?.  Their 
^^lamors  were  so  violent,  as  even  to  startle  the  ar- 
iiitrary  queen  and  her  obsequious  counsellors.  They 
idreaded  the  consequence  of  general  discontent  in  4 
^country  which  harbouted  so  many  secret  enemies  i^ 

Savemment,  and  therefore  closed  their  imperimis 
enunciations  of  vengeance  by  accepting  an  equU 
woeal  submission  from  the  Irish  agents,  who  lacr 
knowledged  that  the  manner  of  their  applicatiou 
had  been  undutjful,  but  distivowed  all  intention  of 
impeaching  tlie  queen's  just  prerogative.      They 

Save  security  to  render  themselves  before  the  lord 
eputy,  and  were  remitted  to  Ireland.  Here  they 
repeated  their  submission,  find  were  dismissed:  some 
or  the  confined  lords  and  gentlemen  rcgHiued  their 
liberty  by  a  like  submission.  Nor  were  the  more 
jBpiritad  and  obstinate  broken  by  any  further  sev^ 
rtty.  Sidney  was  instructed  to  bring  this  violent 
end  dangerous  dispute  to  some  speedy  accommoda- 
^n:  ^a  composition  for  purveyance  was  by  the 
Vol,  IL  « It  dejMity. 

*  This  appears  from  a  letter  written  by  the  English  council  to  jthe 
itfrib  justi^iB  of  I#ind,  datad  April  SO,  15S4« 
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deputy  and  council,  wifh  the  concurrence  of  the 
lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  pale,  settled  fi>r  serefi 
years;  and  the  male-contents  were  discharged.  All 
the  rage  of  indignation  and  resentment  fell  on  the 
lord  deputy.  He  was  accused  of  wantonly  alienat- 
ing  the  atfections  of  the  Irish  subjects ;  of  ruling 
without  temper,  policy,  or  discretion;  of  lavishing 
the  revenue;  of  discouraging  and  despising  the 
well-afFected ;  of  carelessly  or  corruptly  paidoning  the 
most  notorious  rebels  and  offenders,  ffor  was  Syd« 
ney  insensible  to  the  sting  of  popular  odium,  lie 
grew  weary  of  a  government,  in  which  every  act  of 
administration  was  strictly  scrutinised,  and  severely 
interpreted;  and  made  pressing  instances  to  the 
queen,  that  she* should  be  pleased  to  recal  him. 

The  conclusion  of  this  dispute,  which  so  little 
correspended  with  that  imperious  violence  first  ex« 

Cressed  by  the  queen  is  only  to  be  explained  by 
er  apprehensions  of  foreign  enemies,  and  Ihe  iu^ 
telligence  now  received  from  the  continent.  The 
mutual  jealousies  and  suspicions  which  had  long  sub* 
sisted  between  Spain  and  England,  had  almost  nrok^ 
en  out  into  declared  enmity,  by  the  support  which 
Blizabeth  granted  to  the  Netherlands.  And  the 
situation  of  Ireland  pointed  out  an  obvious  method 
of  retaliation  to  king  Philip,  that  of  fomenting  and 
assisting  the  insurrections  of  this  country.  At  Rome, 
the  heretical  queen  of  England  was  an  object  of 
bortor  and  detestation :  and  every  desperate  fugi- 
tive, who  could  suggest  any  scheme  of  annoying  her, 
was  received  with  favor  and  protection.  There 
was  an  adveAturer  of  English  birth,  named  Thomas 
Cumdm.  Stukeley,  who^e  vanity  and  falsehood  had  been  de* 
tected  m  the  reign  of  Edward  the  sixth,  and  who 
had  taken  shelter  in  Ireland  firom  his.misfortunes. 
Here  his  enterprizing  genius  raised  him  to  some  de« 
Sydney's  gree  of  note;  and  he  even  contrived  to  insinuate 
\^^^^^  himself  into  the  affections  of  Sir  Henry  Sydneyi 
'*        but  disaf^ointed  in  bis  expectations  of  hieing  nia"^ 
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seneschal  of  Wexford,  he  reviled  the  queen,  and 
fled  to  the  contineat,  with  a  determined  aversion 
to  English  government.  He  arrived  at  Rome,  the 
centre  of  conspiracy  against  Elizabeth,  \vhere  he 
was  caressed  by  the  Iri^h  ecclesiastics,  and  introduce 
ed  to  the  pope  as  a  distinguished  friend  to  the  ca- 
tholic cause.  To  Pius  the  fifth  he  majniified  the 
strength  and  spirit  of  the  enemies  of  Elizabeth  in 
Ireland ;  and  engaged,  with  the  assistance  of  three 
thousand  Italians,  to  drive  the  English  out  of  this 
kingdom.  And  althouo'h  his  project  was  not  im- 
meoiately^  adofited,  yet  oy  his  a^ddress  and  insinua- 
tioD  he  soon  wrought  himself  into  the  confidence  ot 
Gregory  the  thirteenth,  the  succeeding  pope;  to 
whom  he  artfully  hinted  the  facility  with  \vhich  his 
son,  Jacomo  Boncompagno,  might  be  established 
king  of  Ireland.  The  ambitious  old  man  received 
the  overture  vrith  delight ;  practised  with  Spain, 
amused  Philip  with  hopes  of  burning  the  English 
fleet  by  the  address  and  valour  of  Sfiikeley,  and  of 
expelling  Elizabeth  from  all  her  dominions,  by  first 
l>eginning  with  the  invasion  of  Ireland.  A  body  of 
cinit  hundred  Italians  was  raised  for  (his  service, 
vrhich  Philip  engaged  to  pay,  and  Stukeley  their 
leader  embarked  on  his  adventure,  laden  with  ho^ 
nors  by  the  pope,  who  assumed  the  authority  of 
creating  him  marquis  of  Leinster,  earl  of  Wexford 
and  Carlow,  viscount  Murrogh,  and  baron  of  Ross. 
Another  Irish  fugitive  at  the  same  time  threat- 
eiied  his  country  with  another  invasion.  James 
Pitz-Maurice,  who  had  been  reduced  by  Sir  John 
Perrot,  and  for  some  time  detained  in  prison,  at 
length  obtained  his  pardon  from  the  queen,  toge^ 
ther  with  the  brothers  of  the  earl  of  Ormond.  The 
Butlers  repayed  this  lenity  b}r  a  loyal  attachment  to 
her  government.  Fitz-Maurice  retired  to  the  conii- 
nent  with  an  unconquerable  hatred  of  the  queen,  and 
an  impatience  for  new  disorders.  He  repeatedly  ap- 
plied to  the.  king  of  France,  urging  him  to  an  iir« 
YadbQ-of  Ireland,  and  representing  th^  ease  with 

*  whroh 
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which  BO  cofisklerablean  acquisition  n^i^ht  beivtested 
frorn.  Elizabeth.  After  two  years  o?  expectation 
and,  disappointment,  the  king  dismissed  him  vrith 
contempt^  advising  him  to  make  his  peace  >fvi(h  Eli- 
zabeth, mid  promising  to  recommetid  him  to  the 
mercy  of  his  good  sister.  He  proceeded  to  Spain; 
•  and  was  there  received  with  more  attentioti.  Philip 
'  sent  him  to  the  pope ;  Gregory  was  readily,  prevail* 

ed  on  by  Saanders  the  fatuous  English  ecclesiastic, 
and  AUcn^  an  Irish  priest,  to  favor  bis  design  of 
Willtiiis    an  infftsion.    A  bull  was  drawn  up,  trddressed  (o 
Cone,  u    ji^^  prelates,    princes,    nobles,    artd  people  of  Ire- 
2^6,^     land,  exhorting  Ibem  to  assist  Pitz-Maurice  for  (he 
oVulKr.  recovery  of  tbeir  liberty,   and  the  defence  of  the 
t. li.  I. iv.  holy  church;    and  promising  to  all   his  adherents 
*•  ^^*      the  same  spiritual  indulgence^  granted  to  thode  who 
fought  against  the  Turks ;  a  fc^nner  waB  solemnly 
consecrated  and  delivered  to  this^cliampion  of  the 
laith :  and  as  Saundei^  and  AUeti  both  conselited  to 
attend   Pitz-Maurice  into  Ireland,  the  former  was 
Qnnden.  invested  with  the  dignity  of  legate.     The  conspira- 
tors thus  strengthened  by  the  authority  and  bene- 
dictioit  of  the  holy  father,  and  fumfshed  with  some 
;\  inoney,  Were^eut  to  king  Philip,  who  was  to  sup- 

ply the  forces  necessary  for  their  enterprixe. 

Elizabeth  was  soon  infortned  of  these  designs, 

mid  took  the  necessai:y  measures  to  defeat  them. 

Poi-ces  were  prepared  tor  the  Irish  service;  her  ships 

were  stationed  to  guard  the  Irish  coastj^ ;  and  Syi' 

Hofker.    n^y  ti^as  at  the  same  time  instructed  to  quiet  aU 

internal  disorders,  and   to  quell   every  reinftains  of 

commotion  in  Ireland.   But  with  respect  to  Stukeley, 

the  more    formidable   adventurer,    her  fettrs  were 

**    fsoon  allayed.     He  had  embarked  at  Civtta  Ve€chia> 

Camder,  ^^j  arrived  at  Portwgal,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tft- 

gus ;  at  the  time  when  Don  Sebastian  >was  invited 

into  Afr}<  a  by  Mahomet,  sou  of  Abdalla^  king  of 

Fee,     On  explaining  his  dtiesign^  the  king  ftessd 

him.  first  to  join  in  tbe  African  ^xpe^toon^  pro- 

wiabsii 
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miaing;  <m  their  return^  foiittead  bim  into  Ireland: 
The  king  of  Spain^  who  had  by  this  timei  discover- 
ed the  pope's  intentions  in  favor  of  his  ton,  readily 
consented.     Stukelev  Mvith  his  Italians  attended  the    ^ 
iStandard  of  Portugal,  and  thus  had  the  honor  of    • 
falling  with  Sebastian.    The  death  of  this  prince 
diverted  the  Spaniard  from  his  design.  agliinstEli* 
sabeth^  to  the  conquest  of  Portugal;  and  as  the 
storm  which  threatened  her  dominions  apt>eared  toA.ti 
be  dissipated,  her  navy  was  recalled  from  the  coast  ^^78»/ 
of  Ireland,  and  Sir  Henry  Sydney  permitted  t^  re- 
sign the  government  of  this  kingdom^  to  Sir  Wil* 
Kam  Dnn*y,  late  lord  president  of  M unster. 

But  Philip  the  second,   though  he  relinqnished 
the  scheme  of  making  a  conquest  of  the  queen's 
dominions^  vet  was  still  disposed  to  encourage  a 
spirit  of  rebellion  among  her  subjects.^  Fitz-MaurieeHookea* 
therefore,  on  his  return  to  Spain,  altliough  he  could 
not  procure  a  considerable  force^  yet  was  not  totally 
unnoticed.     He  obtained  a  troop  of  about  fourscore 
Spaniards;  isbnle  fugitives  of  England  and  Ireland 
united  with  him  i   and  in  full  expectation  of  being 
joined  by  great  numbers  of  his  countrymen,  he  em- 
barked his  little  force  in  three  ships,  and  landed  in 
Kerry,  at  a  bay  Called  Smerwick.     The  two  eccle- 
siastics, Saunders  and  Allen,  hallowed  the  place, 
and  assured  the  invaders  of  success  and  victory  in 
the  glorious  cause  of  the  church.     Yet  the  vei*y 
commencement  of  their  enterprise  was  attended  by 
an  injiuspicious  incident.     A  ship  of  war  which  I&y 
in  the  harbour  of  Kinsale,  on  the  first  intelligenpe 
of  their  arrival^  doubled  tlie  point  of  land^  and  cut 
away  their  transports;  so  as  to  leave  them  destitute 
of  any  relief  by  sea,  or  any  power  of  retreat.  •  Their" 
arrival  was  not  unexpected ;  and  bn  their  fii'st  sum- 
mons. Sir  Jahn  and  James,  brothers  to  the-ead  of^  . 
Desmond,  joined  them  with  their  followers.     The 
«arl  himself,  though  equally  disaffected,  yet  for  thu  **     , 
present  acted  with  caution  and  reserve ;  lie  even  pie- 
tended  to  asflMnble  bis  forces  for  ik»  service  of  go« 
•        ^      ^  ^eromen^'^ 
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vemmentj  and  sutmnoned  the  earl  of  ClaoGartby  to 
his  assistance.  The  alacrity  with  which  this  sum- 
mons was  obeyed^  was .  by  no  means  a^^reeable  to 
Desmond.  He  delayed ;  he  objected  to  every 
JBcheme  of  operation;  Clancarthy  was  distrusted 
with  his  insincerity,   and  retired. 

This  invaders,  however,  were  little  satisfied  with 
this  duplicity  of  Desmond.  They  had  expected  an 
open  and  explicit  declaration  in  their  favor:  and 
Fitz-Maurice  could  not  suppress  his  vexation  at  a 
disappointment  so  alarming^.  He  even  vented  his 
suspicious  of  Sir  John  Desmond,  as  a  man  who 
would  easily  make  his  submissions  to  the  Eug^lish 
government,  and  purchase  his  own  safety  by  betray* 
lug^  his  associates.  Jolm,  conscious  of  the  sincerity 
of  his  present  attachment,  and  stung^  with  this  re- 
proach, retired  in  vexation,  and  conceived  a  horrid 
scheme  of  effacing  these  suspicions,  by  an  act  which 
should  effectually  exclude  him  from  all  hopes  of 
pardon. 

Henry  Davels,  a  gentleman  of  Devon,  who 
had  for  some  time  served  in  Ireland,  was  distiu- 

fuished  by  the  rectitude  and  benevolence  of  his  con- 
uct,  and  held  in  an  extraordinary  degree  of  affec* 
lion  and  esteem  both  by  the  Ene^lish  and  the  Irish 
race.  The  family  of  Desmond  had  frequently  ex- 
perienced his  good  offices;  Sir  John,  particularly 
oad  been  relieved  in  his  necessity,  and  repeatedly 
redeemed  from  prison  by  his  bounty.  His  acknow- 
ledgments were  warm  and  tender.  Father  and  son 
were  the  appellations  with  which  they  accosted  each 
other.  Tnis  man  was  commissioned  by  the  new 
lord  deputy,  while  his  forces  were  coUcctmg,  to  re* 
pair  to  the  earl  of  Desmond,  and  his  brethren, 
whose  disloyalty  had  not  yet  been  known,  to  assure 
-'them  of  his  speedy  arrival,  and  to  instruct  them  to 
hold  their  forces  in  readiness  to  join  him.  He 
ibund  Desmond  already  prepared  ;  he  ventured  to 
approach  the  fort  which  the  invaders  were  now 
raising;  he  represented  their  presMt  weakness  to 
"^  the  earl^  urged  him  to  approve  his  toyalty  by  aft 

imm«iate 
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immediate  attack,  but  ifvitliout effect:  Davels  iras 
so  ignorant,  or  affected  such  mnorance  of  the  part 
>Arbich  Sir  John  Desmond  had  already  taken,  that 
he  pressed  him  to  prevail  upon  his  brother,  either 
to  undertake  this  service,  or  to  tend  him  some  troops 
with  which  he  himself  would  attack  the  fort ;  but 
finding^  all  his  instances  inefibctual,  he  prepared  to 
return  to  the  lord  deputy. 

He  took  his  journey  with  some  Englishmen  who 
bad  accompanied  him,  through  the  town  of  Tralee« 
secretly  pursued  by  Sir  John  Desmond,  with  a  band 
of  followers  chosen  for  a  desperate  and  bloody  pur- 
pose. The  house  in  which  he  lay  was  surrounded, 
and  the  porter  bribed  to  leave  the  gate  unbarred. 
In  the  dead  of  night,  the  ruffians  entered  his 
chamber  with  weapons  drawn.  Davels  started  at 
the  tumult,  and  spying  Sir  John,  exclaimed^ 
**  What,  my  son,  what  is  this  brawl!'*  The  har- 
dened miscreant  answered  by  a  violent  assault,  and 
drenched  his  sword  in  the  blood  of  his  benefactor, 
while  his  barbarous  crew  rushed  with  the  fury  of 
Qends  from  chamber  to  chamber,  and  butchered  his 
company.  One  attendant  only  escaped  their  cruel- 
ty, an  Irish  lacquey,  who  cast  himself  upon  his  mas- 
ter Davels,  to  defend  him  from  the  vile  assassin ; 
wha  flew  to  the  invaders,  boasting  his  exploit, 
and  glorying  in  the  carnage  which  bad  now  sealed 
bis  attachrnent  to  their  cause.  An  action  so  dis- 
l^raceful  to  liumanity,  cannot  be  detailed  without 
pain  and  reluctance:  yet  that  wretched  bi^t  O'SuU 
livan  mentions  it  with*  complacency  and  approba* 
tion ;  and  Hooker  assures  us,  that  Saunders,  in  % 
^orrid  strain  pf  bl^phemy,  called  it  a  sweet  gacrifict 

to 

p  .  ■■  I  ■  Joh^nni  yerp  se  fidera  noi^  habituraip,  pniMKjnam  facinus 
liliquod  digniiro  opmmitUt,  quo  bcrttiooruiri  iiam  atque  indigoationetu 
provocet,  sibique  ilium  fiduin  foia  intelligaU  Illipo  Johanna  IVali* 
am  oppidum  invadens,  Daversium  juiftiti»  ininistronT,  Arthurum  Car* 
terem  momoniarum  wntramentorem,  Anglos  haereticos,  Miacbum  jud»» 
oem,  Rayinondam'nigruin^  cum  afiis  ooddit,  eeteroaque  Al||l<Mi  e^ 
Mudo  fueat,  quo  into  laudatua.  &c  Hi»t.  Catb.  0*8ulHTafi«  t  II.  1. 
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to  Gad.  f  itz-Maiiric36,  less  corrupted  by  nn  odious 
superstition^  condemn^  the  mean  treachery ;  and 
'  the  earl  of  Desmond  inveigled  vith  the  utmost  vi- 
rulence against  the  peipfidy,  ingratitude^  and  cruelty 
4>f  bis  brother. 

Tu9  foreigners^  in  the  mean  time^  expected 
8ome  more  essential  services.  They  grew  discon* 
tented  at  the  coldness  of  the  earl  of  I>esmond>  and 
were  impatient  to  receive  tim%  vast  concourse  of  the 
didaff'Qcted  Irish«  vvhich  they  were  assured  would  im- 
Hooker,  mediately  attend  their  standard-  Fitz-Maurice  ^raa 
equally  disappointed ;  but,  dissembling  his  clwgin> 
persuaded  tnem  (p  maintain  their  station,  with  nrm 
assurance  of  being  powerfully  supported,  while  he 
himself  made  a  journey  to  a  favorite  ^e^t  of  Irish 
devotioQ,  called  the  Holy  Cross  of  Tipperarv,  in 
order  to  perform  a  vow  which  he  had  made  ia 
Spain.  Under  this  pretence  he  concealed  his  de- 
sign of  enticing  the  disaffected  in  the  proviiu^es  of 
Coimaught  and  Ulster  to  unite  with  him.  Traversr 
^  ing  the  county  of  Limerick,  he  came  to  the  country 
of  the  De^  Burghos,  and  there  seized  some  carriage- 
horses  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of  his  train. 
Sir  William  De  Burgho,  head,  pf  the  neighbouring 
sept,  rei^taimed  them.  Fitz-Mauricc  artfully  eadea- 
voured,  not  only  to  pacify  his  resentment,  but  to 
seduce  him  into  rebellion.  De  Burgho  coldly  repli- 
ed, that  he  had  already  ei^perienced  the  melancholy 
consequence  of  resisting  the  English  government, 
and  was  determined  not  to  repeat  his  error.  A  vie- 
.lent  alterraiion  arose,  and  was  followed  by  a  skir* 
mish,  in  which  Fitz-Maurlce  encountering  one  pf  tho 
sons  of  Sir  William,  each  fell  by  the  hands  of  his 
autaj^onist :  and  thus  the  ambitious  schemes  of  this 
aspirmg  and  turbulent  Gerahline  erided  with  his 
life,  in  a  petty  brawl,  unworthy  of  a  soldieh:  of 
»uch  cons6quence  was  his  death  esteemed,  that  the 
queen  deigned  to  write  a  letter  of  acjcnovvledgment 
to  Sir  William  De  Burgho,  for  his  iflU)ortant  service, 
tn^VPoa  after  created  him  a  peer,-  ^ 
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Aii»  BO*  Sir  WUfiam  Drury  liad  GoHected  such  ad. 
afioorce  as  the  weakness  aud  poverty  of  the  state  i^ou 
toiild  raise^  aiid  inarched  against  the  touthern  ene- 
my. Four  hundred  foot  and  two  hundred  horso 
composed  his  whole  band;  which  were  joineil  by  ' 
twoBundred  horse,  and  some  infantry  raised  by  tb^ 
mpI  of  Kildare  and  other  nobles  of  the  pale.  Bag- 
aal^  Wingfield^  Malby,  and  other  English  oflicers^ 
attended  him,  who  had  been  trained  in  the  Irish 
wa»5  aod  were  perfeetly  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  die  aerrice.  From  Kilmallock,  he  summoned 
the  loffda  aAd  gentlemen  of  Munster  to  attend  hie 
itaadard  wiA  tfaM^ir  tbUoWers.  They  readily  obeyed ; 
aod  ereo:  the  earl  of  Desmond  came  to  the  camp 
with  a  well-appohited  company  of  horse  and  foot. 
Bot  Buch  was  the  duplicity  of  this  lord^  and  such 
were  the  suspicions  immediately  conceived  from  his 
discourse  and  conduct,  that  he  was  committed  to 
custody;  a  severity  which  so  wrought  upon  his 
fears^  that  he  made  the  most  solemn  professions  and 
proqiiises  of  loyalt]^  and  fidelity,  and  thus  obtaining 
his  liberty,  he  retired  from  the  camp^  and  refused 
to  attend  the  deputy:  and  although  he  still  conti- 
nued to  profess  an  attachment  to  the  crown>  and 
though  hts  eouniess  had  delivered  up  her  son  to  the 
deputy^  as  a  surety  for  his  good  conduct,  yet  he  was 
stiU  considered  asa  &vorer  of  the  foreign  invaders 
tnd  their  cause. 

Tarn  Spaniards,  who  had  landed  %vith  a  firm  con- 
fidence that  the  whole  southern  province  would  have 
^kenaraisat  once  against  the  queen,  now  found 
their  disappointment  aggravated  by  the  deafh  of 
Fita-Mauriee.  They  could  not  escape  by  sea,  and 
"M^^e  to  be  encountered  by  the  united  forces  pf  the 
state.  In  this  distress,  they  had  no  measure  to  pur- 
sue but  that  of  submitting  to  the  guidance  ot  Sir 
^oha  Desmond,  who  now  took  the  place  of  Fitz- 
Maurice.  They  abandoned  their  station  at  Suier- 
^ic* ;  and^  in  order  to  be  ready  for  action,  wei-e 
distributed  iato  diffesevit  quarters  among  the  dis^ 
-¥♦1.  U.  «M  -affected 
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affected  of  Kerry^  particularly  in  the  palatinate  of 
the  earl  of  DesmoTid^  whose  ibUowers  and  tetiaats 
were  secfetly  instructed  to  entertain  them.  So  thai 
the  war  was  now  to  be  carried  on  in  the  manner 
usual  in  Ireland ;  and  tlie  deputy'^  forces  were  to 
pursue  the  rebels  into  their  private  haunts ;  a  service 
of  fatigue  and  hazard.  Nine  weeks  of  constant 
motion  were  spent  to  no  purpose^  in  endeavoring 
to' come  up  with  Sir  John  Desmond^  who  hovered 
about  the  royal  army,  and  kept  them  in  continual 
alarm,  without  ever  sufferings  them  to  attack  bim. 
A  party  of  two  hundred  men,  who  had  jittempted 
to  surpnze  one  of  his  detachments,  were  sunoiinded 
on  their  return,  and  cut  to  pieces :  and  even  this 
petty  advantage  was  sufficient  to  animate  the  rebels, 
^..^  y  and  to  possess  them  with  the  most  extravagant  ex- 
Cqiic,  *  pectations.  Their  numbers  encreased  daily ;  the 
ecclesiastics  were  busily  employed  in  preaching  the 
glorious  cause  of  the  church ;  the  pope,  by  a  new 
bull,  vested  Sir  John  Desmond  with  the  plenitiwlc 
of  his  authority,  and  renewed  his  indulgences  to 
all  those  who  should  assist  him ;  while  new  instances 
were  made  to  Spain  for  additional  succors.  Drury, 
on  the  other  hand,  found  his  losses  seasonably  sup- 
plied by  a  reinforcement  of  six  hundred  men  from 
England;  while  Sir  John  Perrot  was  stationed  on 
the  coast  with  six  ships  of  war^  to  cut  off  all  assist- 
ance or  relief  from  the  rebels.  But  as^  the  bodily 
constitution  of  the  lord  deputy  proved  unequal  to 
his  fatigue,  he  retired  to  Wexford  in  a  languishing 
state,  and  committed  the  anny  to  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Nicholas  Malby. 
Rcaoker.  TflEarmy  (for  so  it  is  called)  consisted  of  nine 
hundred  foot  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  horse.  Of 
these  three  hundred  infantry  and  fifty  horse  ..were 
left  in  garrison  at  Kilmallock :  and  on  intelligence 
received  that  Sir  John  Desmoiid  lay  a  few  miles 
distant  from  Limerick,,  with  a  considerable  bocly^ 
Malby  marched  to  attack  him  with  th<B  residue  of 
his  forces.  la  a  plain  adjoining  to  .^n  old  abbey 
called  Monaster  ISeva,  he  feund  the  rebels  in  aifaVi 
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to  the  namber  of  about  two  thousand,  and  prepawd 
to  give  him  battle.  The  papal  standard  was  dis- 
played; and  Alleu^  the  Irish  Jesuit^  went  busily 
through  the  rauks^  distributing  his  benedictions^ 
and  assuring  them  of  victory.  Their  dispositions 
were  made  by  direction  of.  th^panish  officers,  with 
mi  address  and  regularity,  unusual  to  the  Irish,  and 
their  attack  was  so  vigorous  and  so  obstinately, 
maintained^  that  the  fortune  of  the  day  seemed  a 
long  time  doubtfuL  The  valor  of  the  English 
however  at  length  prevailed :  the  rebels  were  routeil 
lind  pursued  witn  considerable  slaughter ;  and 
among  the  slain  was  found  the  body  of  Allen,  who, 
laot contented  with  exhortation,  bad  drawn  the  sword 
in  the  cause  of  Rome. 

Malby  encamped  on  the  place  of  action,  where 
he  received  a  dissembling  letter  from  the  earl  of 
Desmond,  congratulating  his  victory,  and  advising 
him  to  withdraw  from  his  present  situation.  But  as 
several  papers  had  been  found  in  the  baggage  of  the 
•  unfortunate  Alien,  which,  demonstrated  this  lord '» 
attachment  to  the  rebels,  M alby  only  answered  by  a 
severe  expostulation^  reminding  him  of  his  solemn 
and  repeated  engagements  to  the  queen,  and  ex- 
horting him  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  his  noble  family, 
}iy  returning  to  his  allegiance :  and  finding  his  re- 
presentations firuitless,  after  some  days  he  removed 
to  Rathkeal  a  town  belonging  to  the  earl,  as  if  de- 
termined to  terrify  or  to  foree  him  to  obedience. 
Desmond  aflfected  to  consider  this  motion  as  an  un- 
provoked and  unwarrantable  attempt  against  his 
territory,  which  he  was  fully  justified  in  repelling. 
An  attempt  to  surprize  tlie  EJnglish  camp,  only 
•served' to  demonstrate  his  hostile  intentions,  and  to 
provoke  their  commander.  Malby,  having  once 
again  endeavored  to  reclaiiii  him  by  gentle  expos* 
tulation,^  prepared  to  reduce  his  castles,  when  the 
Stttelligence  of  Sir  William  Drury's  death  put  au 
end  to  hif  authority.  He  distributed  his  forces  into 
several  garrisonsi,  and  retired  to  his  own  govern- 
nwtofCQiinaught   ' 
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Wtiihz  file  enemy  ^xtAted  in  this  event,  mnA 
were  employed  in  liarassing  the  Ep^^^isA  g^arrisens, 
tl^e  council  a(  Dublin  chose  a  new  cnief  govcnior, 
^iv  William  Pelham^  Who  inataritly  proroeAedl  to 
make  all  the  provi»ions  in  his  power  for  a  vigomm 
renewal  of  tlie  war  in  Munster;  irhile  tlieeartof 
Kildare  was  commissioned  to  defend  tfie  noftbe|i| 
borders.  On*  his  arrival  in  the  South,  where  he  was 
honorably  received,  and  powerfully  Tp-m(qrce4  hy 
the  well  affected,  thp  first  step  deemed  necessary  ttt 
i^e  takeii,  M^as  that  of  endeavouring  to  reclaim  a 
nobleman  of  ^uch  consequence  and  power  as  the  eail 
of  Desmond.  He  was  repeatedly  stjmtnoned  to  at- 
tend the  governor ;  he  repeatedly  sent  pfofessions 
of  his  loy HitVj  ^nd  excused  his  absence,  even  at  the 
i^jme  when  this  infatuated  lord  was  active  in  support 
of  the  rebels  ;  and  exposed  his  vast  possessions^  hii 
life,  and  honor,  to  a  wanton  atid  desperate  hazard, 
at  the  persuasion  of  Saunders,  an  intemperate  aii4 
inalignf^nt  bigot.      Although  his  ^uilt  was  manifest, 

{ret  ari  authority,  delegated  by  the  council,  was  te 
le  exerted  with  cautioi).  Pelham  therefore,  befote 
he  would  denounce  the  utmost  terrors  of  the  law 
a^instthis  great  delinquent,  commissioned  the  eai^ 
or  Ormond  to  acquaint  him  %vith  the  final  reoutsiti- 
ons  of  government.  He  was  ordered  to  oelivcr 
up  doctor  Saunders  and  the  otl^er  strangers  harbour- 
ed in  his  couotry ;  to  surrender  one  of  his  castles, 
either  Askeaton  or  Garrick*a-foyle^  to  the  queen  a^ 
a  pledge  of  his  good  behaviour ;  to  submit  tQ  the 
juQgtnent  of  her  majesty  and  council  of  England, 
or  to  the  chief  governor  n-nd  Irish  council^  <^nd  in 
the  mean  time  to  give  his  assistq,nce  in  the  proseeulioa 
of  the  present  war  against  his  brethren  and  aH  other 
traitors.  Ffis  answer  consisted  only  of  complahite 
of  injuries  siistained,  wjth  some  menaces  of  iuvqIvim 
the  whole  kingdon)  in  confusion,  if  redress  should 
be  denied.  He  was  therefore  by  proclamatipti  de- 
^lai*Qd  a  traitor^  if  ^Ithin  twenty  days  he  should  not 
submit  * 
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Im  the  naean  fmie  the  territories  of  this  refinacfety 
earl  were  purposedljr  made  the  seat  of  ifvar^  and  ex- 
fK>sed  to  all  the  rava^^es  of  a  neeessitotis  aniij. 
Desu^ond  and  his  brethren,  in  rerenji^,  appeiH'ed 
before  the  town  of  Youghal,  'which  they  ^mtered  by 
the  connivance  cf  the  magistrate,  pluoaered  without 
mency,  and  had  the  goocT  fortune  to  cut  off  a  de-. 
tachment  sent  by  the  earl  of  Ormond  to  recover  the 
town,  So  intoxicated  was  Desniond  with  this  pettjp 
^  success,  that  be  sent  a  letter  to  Sir  William  Pettiam. 
signifying^  that  he  and  his  brethren  had  entered  fntt> 
the  defence  of  the  catholic  faiths  under  the  protect!* 
on  of  the  pope  and  kinjj^  of  Spain,  and  gravdy 
invftiug  him  to  unite  with  them  m  a  cause  so  just 
and  honorable.  At  the  same  time  he  addressed 
letters  of  the  like  import  to  the  lords  and  gentle* 
men  of  Leinster  who  were  suspected  of  dtsafiection ; 
and  with  more  success;  for  lord  Baltinglass  and 
some  others^  both  of  the  English  and  Irish  race« 
were,  persuaded  to  declare  for  the  cause  of  Rome, 
although  they  were  as  yet  toe  weak,  or  too  well 
opposed,  to  raise  any  considerable  disorders  in  the 
pale.  The  practices  of  Saunders,  to  encrease  the 
number  of  his  parUzans,  were  less  successful.  Hia 
letters  to  the  De  Burghos  of  Connaught  were  dis^ 
closed  to  Sir  Nicholas  M alby,  and  served  to  dtscoreF 
the  intentions  and  prospects  of  the  enemy* 

Desmond,  who  had  engaged  in  this  rebellion  iii- 
considerately^  without  any  wedl-concerted  scheme 
of  operations,  or  provisions  made  for  any  effeetnal 
opposition  to  the  forces  of  government,  now  saw 
his  whole  extent  of  territory  ravaged  and  depo- 
pulated without  merpy :  and  like  an  abject  but-law, 
^vas  compelled  to  take  shelter  iu  bis  woods^  whenoe 
he  could  but  harass  sqine  inconsiderable  parties  of 
the  enemY>  by  )iis  nightly  irruptions.  His  misera- 
ble vassals  veere  abandoned  to  daily  slaughter^  or  to 
the  still  more  horrid  calamity  of  famine.  Several 
of  them  being  informed  that  admiral  Winter  lay 
off  their  coast,  and  had  commission  to  ex^ecnte  mar* 
tial  law^  9ec])'  to  him^  and  extorted  protections  by 

thf> 
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the  piteous  remresentation  of  their  calamities: 
''  Wliiph  the  soldiers/'  saith  Hoolcer  with  a  shock- 
ing indifference,  ''  did  verjr  much  mislike,  the  same, 
*^  to  be  somewhat  prejudicial  to  her  majesty's  ser- 
''  vice^  because  they  persuaded  themselves,  that  if 
**  they  had  followed  the  course  which  they  began, 
''  they  should  either  have  taken  or  slain  them  all/' 
Such  was  the  temper  of  this  man,  who  could  ex- 
press regrqt  at  a  little  mercy  shewn  to  wretches  who 
scarcely  knew  any  duty  but  that  pf  implicit  obedi- 
ence to  their  lords!  when  at  the  time  that  their 
lives  i^vere  spared,  they  were  frequently  bereft  of  all 
means  of  support ;  and  when  their  cattle  had  been 
seized,  he  assures  us,  that  they  were  seen  following 
the  army  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  begging 
that  all  might  be  rescued  from  their  miseries  by  the 
sword,  ratper  than  thus,  condemned  to  waste  by 
famine. 

ThJ:  particular  incidents  of  this  war  are  too  in- 
considerable to  foe  detailed,  as  it  consisted  for  the 
most  part  in  the  gradual  reduction  of  Desmond's 
forts,  where  some  small  garrisons  had  been  stationecj. 
|n  his  castle  of  Carrick-a-foyle  he  had  placed  about 
fifty  Irish^  and  nineteen  Spaniards,  commanded  by 
an  Italian  officer  called  Julio.  They  were  attackedf, 
and  presumed  to  make  a  brave  resistance^  declaring 
that  they  held  it  for  the  J^ing  of  Spain.  It  was 
taken  by  stqrm,  in  which  most  of  the  garrjson  were 
A.  D.  P^^  ^  ^^  sword ;  a  few  that  had  escaped  tif c  car- 
liao!  nage  were  hanged  up;  and  Julio,  when  he  had 
been  spared  for  two  days,  was  consigned  to  the  same 
Ignominious  fate.  The  garrisons  of  other  forts 
ivere  terrified  by  this  severity,  and  abandoned  (heir 
posts.  Desmond,  his  countess,  and  Saunders  his 
companion,  lived  in  constant  distress  and  terror, 
and  were  frequently  on  the  point  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies  Sir  James,  one  of  the 
earl's  brothers,  was  surprised,  taken  prisoner,  and 
executed  by  martial  law.  In  this  their  state  of 
wretchedness,  thaf  r^ffian^  John  of  Pcsmondj^  and 
'       /  (lie 
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the  earl  his  brother^  fell  to  mtitual  strife,  and  cori-^ 
demned  each  other  as  the  cause  of  those  calamities 
to  which  they  were  exposed.  The  countess  fell 
upon  her  knees  before  the  lord  deputy,  and  with 
tears  petitioned  (but  in  vain)  that  her  husband 
shoum  be  received  to  mercy.  His  force  as  a  rebel 
was  now  too  inconsiderable ;  and  his  possessions  to 
be  forfeited  were  of  too  princely  an  extent,  fdr  the 
queen's  ministers  to  admit  of  pardon  or  submission. 
His  brother  and  the  legate  Saunders  determined  to 
abandon  him^  and  to  seek  refuge  with  lord  Baiting- 
lass  in  Leinster.  But  they  were  cut  off  even  from 
this  last  resource;  for  a  party  of  the  queen's  troops 
encountered  them  in  the  night,  and  seized  some  of 
their  attendants,  while  the  leaders  coitsultcd  their 
safety  by  a  precipitate  flight.  Desmond  himself  had 
'  the  consummate  mortification  of  finding  his  lastCamden. 
desperate  overture  rejected,  that  of  surrendering  to 
admiral  Winter,  on  condition  of  being  conveyed  a 
prisoner  into  England  that  he  might  supplicate  the  *' 
royal  mercy  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

But  in  this  abject  and  miserable  state,  these  in- 
surgents seemed  to  have  gained  some  gleam  of 
hope.  The  lord  justice  was  suddenly  recalled  from 
the  southern  war,  by  the  arrival  of  Arthur,  lord 
Grey,  his  successor,  who  waited  impatiently  at 
Dublin  to  receive  the  sword  of  government.  Pel- 
ham,  on  the  other  hand,  who  wished  to  have  his  full 
share  of  merit  in  quieting  the  disorders  of  the 
kingdom,  leaving  the  command  of  the  Munster 
forces,  now  consisting  of  about  three  thousand,  to 
Bourchier,  son  of  the  earl  of  Bath,  visited  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught,  made  the  necessary  dispositions 
in  this  district,  and  by  easy  journies  advanced  to- 
wards the  capital.  Grey,  \n  the  mean  time,  who 
was  rnstructed,  amono^  other  particulars,  to  shorten 
the  Irish  wars  by  an  effectual  prosecution,  grew  rest- 
less, and  impatient  to  signalize  his  zeal.  Before  he 
had  yet  "been  sworn  into  office,  intelligence  was  re- 
•  %  "  ^     ceived 
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teivedl  (hat  one  of  the  Fitz-Gleralds  hwA  united  with 
lord  Baltinglass ;  that,  together  ivith  a  chiefhiin  of 
the  O'Bimes,  they  had  taken  their  station  in  the 
Tallies  of  Glendafoujgh  ;   that  their  numbers  were 
daily  enereasing,  and  their  excursions  pestilent  and 
audacious.      Tne  inexperience  of  this  new  com- 
mander, and  his  total  ignorance  of  the  service  in 
ivhich  he  was  to  engage,  served  to  encrease  his  in- 
dignation at  this  ignoble  enemy,  who  had  presamed 
to  bid  deBauce  to  the  queen's  government,  at  a 
distance   of    but  twenty-five  miles  from    DnbKn. 
The  officers  who  attended  to  congratulate  his  ar- 
rival, were  instantly  and  peremptorily   ordered  to 
eoUect  their  companies,  and  drive  these  rebels  from 
their  retreat.  Those  veterans,  who  had  been  trained 
kk  the  Irish  wars,  and  knew  the  situation  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  manner  of  their  hostilities,  received 
the  oraer  with  an  honorable  submission,  and  though 
sensible  of  their  imminent  danger,  if  not  their  ine- 
vitable ruin  marched  boldly  to  the  attack.    The? 
were  to  enter  a  steep  marshy  valley,    perplexed 
writh  rocks,  and  winding  irregularly  through  hills 
thickly   wooded.     As  they  advanced,  they  found 
themselves  more  and  more  encumbered ;  and  either 
sunk  into  the  yielding  soil,  so  as  to  be  utterly  in- 
capable of  action,  or  were  obliged  to  Clamber  over 
rocks  which  disordered  their  march.    In  the  midst 
of  confusion  and  distress,  a  sudden  volley  from  the 
vroods  was  poured  in  upon  them,  without  any  ap- 
pearance ot  an  enemy ;  and  repeated  with  terrible 
execution.     Soldiers  and  officers  fell,  without  any 
fair  opportunity  of  signalizing  their  valor.  *   Aud- 
ley,  Moore,  Cosby,  and  Sir  Peter  Carew,  all  dis- 
tinguished officers,  wrere  slain  in  this  rash  adventure. 
George  Carew,  the  younger  brother,  was  restrained 
from  followins^  his  companions  by  his  uncle  Wing- 
field  master  of  the  ordnance,  and  thus  reserved  for 
■obler  servioe.     Lord  Grey^  who  had  waited  the 
event  upon  a  neighbouriuj^   eminence,   returned, 

«-ith 
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with  the  rrnnaim  of  his  forces^  to  the  seat  of  govern* 
meiit^  covered  with  confusion  and  di^onor. 

This  mortification  waaimniediatety  succeeded  by 
alarming  intelligence  from  the  South.  The  king 
of  Spain  had  not  yet  resigned  the  hopes  of  revengr* 
ing  himself  on  Elizabeth^  by  an  invasion  of  Ireland. 
Forces  were  prepared  for  this  purpose;  and  the 
machinations  of  Spain  were  so  well  known^  that 
Winter  had  been  stationed  on  the  coast  of  Kerry 
to  guard  against  a  descent.  But  as  this  admiral  had 
been  obliged  to  return  home  by  the  want  of  provi* 
sions  and  unfavourable  weather,  seven  hundred 
Spaniards  and  Italians  contrived  to  make  good  their 
landing^  at  Smerwick.  They  brought  arms  and 
ammunition  for  five  thousand  men,  and  a  lar^e  sum 
of  money,  which  they  were  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  earl  of  Desmond,  his  brother  John,  and  doctor 
Saunders;  they  proceeded  to  finish  the  fort  which 
their  countrymen  had  begun^  and  which  they  called 
the  Golden  Fort,  and  dispatched  their  emissaries  to 
Spain,  to  notifv  their  arrival,  and  to  hasten  the  emr 
barkation  of  those  succours  which  they  had  been 
promised,  and  which  were  daily  expected. 

The  earl  of  Ormond  now  commanded  in  Mun- 
ster,  and,  on  the  first  alarm  of  this  descent,  march- 
ed boldly  affainst  the  invaders;  who,  terrified,  at 
his  approach,  a^bandoned  their  post  at  once,  and 
imder  tiie  guidance  of  their  Irish  friends,  sought 
shelter  in  some  neighbouring  woods.  This  motion 
produced  a  skirmish,  in  which  some  of  the  foreigners 
were  taken  prisoners,  and  discoverd  their  nuinbeni 
and  their  intentions.  But  the  fugitives  soon  learn*' 
ed  that  the  forces  of  Qrmond  were  not  so  great  a» 
they  at  first  imagined;  which  enemirtigra  their 
commander,  with  abo^t  three  hundred  of  his  men ,^ 
to  return  to  their  original  station.  Ormond  was 
not  provide  with  necessarias  for  a  siege:  vet  he 
still  iiovered  rouad  them^  till  a  successful  sally  ^ 
forced  him  to   rtfteeat  to  Rathkeal,  end  thera  ti»    ' 

Vol.  H.  «N  expect 
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wpeei  fte  «rri¥^  of  tke  oeW  lorddepitly.  Qrey 
soon  appe«r(9d  at  the  head  of  eight  bunored  neo, 
vhom  he  bad  led  froin  Dubtin ;  mid,  y/hat  was  of 
e%ual  inomenc.  Sir  William  Wiutec  returned  mUh 
bis  fleet,  to  support  the  opemtiona  of  the  dapatj^. 
The  fort  was  thus  ioTest^  by  bind  aad  sea;  bat, 
before  any  a»wult  was  commenced^  the  garrison  was 
summonea  to  surrender;  to  declare  who  they  were; 
^r  what  purpose  aeiH;  and  why  they  had  persamed 
to  fortify  themsdves  in  the  queen's  domiaioos. 
Their  answer  was  bold  and  peremptory ;  that  they 
irere  sent  by  the  pope  and  the  king  of  Spain,  to  ex- 
tirpate heresy,  and  to  reduce  the  land  to  the  obedi*> 
^nce  of  king  Philip^  who  was  by  the  holy  fiither 
vested  with  we  sovereignty  of  Ireland. 

This  answer  waa  secotioed  by  a  vigorous  sally^ 
in  which  thq  foreigners,  however,  were  repulsed. 
And  the  very  ne^tt  night  Winter  landed  the  artillery 
froM  bis  ships ;  ancf,  with  the  utmost  vigor  ana 
dispatch,  cutting  through  a  bank  whdch  lay  between 
the  shore  and  the  foi^  drew  up  tbecsnnon,  spa 
.  completed  bis  battery  before  the  dawn  cif  day ;  while 
lord  Grey  made  the  like  provisions  by  lano.  The 
fort  was  now  again  summoned,  with  some  offers  of 
mercy,  if  the  garrison  could  be  persuaded  to  stir- 
render.  But  these  foreigners,  who  bad  not  yet  dis* 
covered  their  danger^  Aid  the  aituatioa  of  the  be- 
siegers, i^tiil  boldly  answered,  that  tbejr  would  keep 
the  post  they  had  gained,  and  endeavor  to  eatend 
their  aciiuisitions.  The  batterlea  now  began  to 
play  furiously  upon  the  fort ;  no  succours  arrived 
from  Spain ;  none  of  the  disaffected  Irish  appeared 
in  the  field.  The  oommander  of  tbe  fort,  an  Its- 
Haul  called;  San  Josepo,  was  terrifiad ;  and,  in  * 
few  dav$,  eoatrary  to  the  opinion  of  his  officers, 
datanwaed  to  capitulate.  But  Qre^>  now  rtp^^ 
m\ih  baugbtineas  and  aofltcrity ,  dtat  he  served  against 
traitors,  and  disdained  to  gmnt  any  teraia  to  tbern 
#c  to  their  ^beitova.    aeveral  aUBmptb  ware  ma^ 
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to  gkin  ^My  MndHfofts^  ttat  totally  desperate :  Grey 
was  initebiiibte^  and  ttte  garrisoil,  in  tbeir  distress 
and  terrar,  fataRy  sm^tindered  at  d^scretlofi. 

Tjiat  metty,  ftft  wfilch  they  4ued,  was  rigidly 
denied  <o  Cbem^.  Wki^eld  was  cdmtnfssfoned  td 
disaMf  tttcitii  and  when  tbi^  srertice  was  performed, 
an  Eii^kAi  ec^mpatit  wai  sent  fnto  tbe  fort.  Th^ 
Irish  rebels  fonnd  mey  were  reserved  foi'  execution 
by  itialfial  law.  The  Italian  general  and  some  df; 
ficers  weri!  ttiade  ptrsoniEM  of  war;  btrt  Uie  garrison  - 
WM  btifeh«red  (a  ciold  blood;  Q(lf  is  it  without  pain 
that  We  find  a  ilervice  so  horrid  and  detestable  com* 
mitt^  to  Sir  Walter  Rateigfa.  The  usual  and  ob- 
viowsr  etctises  were  made  for  this  severity,  that  tha 
Ifirtffber  Was  too  formidabfe  to  be  made  prisoners*^- 
that  th«  IrilA*  Wen^  approacbhig  in  a  body  of  one 
thousaikl  fite hundred  men-  that  no  shipping  wa« 
prepaid  16  eahy  away  the  foreigners:  and  that  the 
sok»ers^  threatened  (o  mmtitTy,  if  not  allowed  to 
supply  their  necessities  by  (he  spoil  of  (he  fort.  Grey 
was  said  to  have  shed  tears  at  tfae  determination  of 
th^  co^rt-mafrtial ;  stttd  Elizabeth  e^tpresSed  the  ut- 
mo^t  concern  and  displeaiiure  at  this  barbarous  eX- 
eeuffion.  BbCsuch  pretences  and  snch  professions 
could  not  effkce  tlie  odiousfless  of  this  at^troih  On 
the  continent  H  was  received  with  horror:  and. 
to  raite  siil!  greater  detestation  of  the  queen  and  her 
Iri^  deputy,  the  partisans  of  Rome  were  industri-S*ill.  Hist, 
ous  to  represent  tnfs  ex^eotron,  as  art  inhuman  and^*^ 
perfiUKons  viohttfon  of  a  solemn  treaty,  whereby 
(Srey  had  ei^^aged  by  oath,  to  pefrmit  the  foreigners 
to  depart  unmolested^  and  wilii  all  the  honors  of 
war* 

The 


*  Tbiln6tMnfmAtkf  SfMoetrr  who  M»teerelttr^  to-lofd  0rey,  and 
M  be  assures  us,  near  the  scene  of  action,  takes  pains  to  refute  this  ca- 
lumny. He  positively  denies  that  any  promises  or  hopes  were  given,  or 
any  conditions  granted.  He  informs  us  that  the  deputy  told  them  plainly 
that  they  were  to  expect  no  advantage  from  tlie  laws  of  war,  or  the  law 
of  nationa,  as  thirf  oouid  sh«w  no  regular  commissi^  either  fr<An  the 
kuH4]f  SpaHl^  ar  dwpope,  l^ut  by  i^  own  cOnfessioir  were  but  pri* 
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Ths  first  fiiune  of  this  invasion^  howevw  nnfor* 
tunate  in  its  event,  served  to  encoumge  the  disaf- 
fected in  other  parts  of  Ireland.    In  Connaught  the 
flame  of  rebellion  seemed  to  re-kindle  among  the 
turbulent  septs  of  De  Burgho.    In  Leinster^  Bal- 
tinglass,  ana  his  associates,  stew  every  day  qoore 
dangerous  and  pestilent.    It  became  necessary  for 
lora  Grey  to  leave  the  affairs  of  Munster  to  inferi? 
or  officers.    The  eiarl  of  Ormond  vras  appoiated 
A.D.      presideqt.    Zouch,   a  braye    jplnglish   qfScer,   waif 
15SI.      phosen  governor  of  Kerry;    aqd  Walter  R^eigh, 
Hot^^   vvho^e  first  military  services  w^re  performed  in  Ire* 
land,    and  ^ho  bad    distinguished  himself  in  the 
southern  war,  was  appointed  to  cou||n^Q.d  IQ  Cdrk. 
The  appearanc0  of  tne  lord  deputy  was  in  several 
places  sufficient  to  qujet  all  commotion;  and  the 
boldest  rebels  pf  Leinster  retired  at  I^is  approach. 
But,  on  his  return  to  the  capital, « he  was  farmed 
with  reports  of  a  secret  conspiracy  formed  even  iii 
ihe  very  seat  of  government     puUivan,  with  his 
lisual  ostentation,  assures  us,  that  the  principal  in^ 
habitants  of  Leinster/ proyok^  at  the  suppression 
of  their  anciei|t  yrqrshtp,    the  seyeicit|e$  exereiM 
)&fl^ainst  their  clerg]^,  the  cpqtamination  of  their  tern: 
pies  by  heretical  cejremonies^^  their  owij  daily  suffer- 
ings find  dreadfpl  apprehensions,  resolved  to  oppose 
|he  torrent  of  iihpiety  and  persecution;  that  the  earl 
of  Kildare  €fngeiged  to  sejze  the  castle  of  Dublin,  and 
that  others  bc^tl^'  pf  the  Englisli  and  Irish  rape  werq 
joined  in' the  confederacy;  and  th^t  it  w^  discover- 
ed by  the  wife  qf  pije  pf  the  assoc^ia^s^  whose  jea- 
lousy prompted  bqr  to  mtercept  l^U  letters.  Camden 
relates,  that  diverse  noble  families  of  Leinster,  most 
of  them  of  English  bipod, '  partly  'oii(  of  affection 
to  the  Romish  religion,  a|[^d  partly  out  of  hatred 
against  the  new-come  English,  (who  many  times,, 
contrs^ry  to  the  intent  of  the  law,  excluded  them  ai 

Tat0  a/jyeniurera,  who  jiad  preswfh^  to  ussbt  traitors  and  rebels,  anl 
with  whom  it  would  be  di»boaorabie  for  the  qaeea  to  treati  Srs«c{»l 
^iewof  Mf  StaU  of  Ireland.  '         .    ' 


mere  Irish  firoiQ  offices  of  j^ov0rami^t  and  itiift^t 
stracy)  bud  conspired  together^  to  sei^e  on  ihe.  Ipnt 
deputy  and  his  household^  to  take*  the  castle  of  Diibt 
liii  by  surprize^  where  fill  the  provisions  for  mm 
were  deposited;  and  to  ppt  the  Engli8b>  in  Ireland, 
every  mau^  to  the  sword.    l%is.  latter  drcumstanoa 
must  appear  utterly  inc^adiblQ  and  extravagant,  up<» 
on  the  slightest  attention  to  the  circumstaneea  of  the 
nation  at  this  time.  >.NQr  doth  Irlooker,  a  cdtcm^ 
porary  writer^  resident  and    employed  in   Ireland; 
and  by  no  means  partial  to  the  old  English  race, 
take  notice  of  this  formidably  conspiracy,   except 
by  slightly  mentioning  a  design  formed  against  thu 
person  of  the  )prd  deputy.    Some .  r^Qrts  howevef 
seem  to  have  prevailed^  and  some  alarming  iafpr? 
mations:  were  cpnveyed    to    Jord    Qrey.    Several 
were  seized,  and  some  were  executed,  of  wliom  the 
most  distinguished  was  ^ugent,  baron    of  the  ex* 
chequer^  a  man  of  singular  good  life  and  reputa^ 
tion.    \yhatsocyer  Yfer^  the  evidence  of  his  guilt| 
he  persevercf)  m  asserting  his  o^n  .inpoeence,  alV 
thopgh  be  had  ^^KSHfaqce  of?  pajrdon  if  ^e  would 
confess  his  guilt,  and  disclose  the,  plot:  a  circumt 
stance  which  brought  th^  ^^n)ost  discredit  on  tha 
administration  of  locd  Grey,  ;  j 

Amokg  those  susppcted  pf  this  conspiracy^  were 
the  e^rl  p{  Kildare^  and  his  3pn-in*law,  lord  Delvin ; 
who  were  committed  to  the  cpstody  of  Wingfiah!| 
master  of  thp  prdnanpe.  Lor^  Henry,  the  earl*| 
aont,  alarmed  at  the  apprehension  pf  his  fjither^  ani 
taught  that  Qrey  intended  iio^hjiig  les^  th^n  the  ext 
tirpation  pf  pyery*  great  family  of  the  old  English 
race,  fled  for  ^belter  to  his  Irish  fosterers  ip  p'Fally; 
who  declared  that  the^r'  would  protect  him  against 
the  malice  of  hi§  ep^miefi/and  ^ere  pii  the  point  - 
of  rising  ia  arms.'  *  After  piany  repeate^^  efforts  tQ 
prevail  upon  them  to'  gjve  him  wp,  they  at  length 
consented  (o  resign  him  to.  tiiie  eafl  of  Qnsiottd, 
With  his  6^er  aiid  the  hf^fw  9f  Dahfifi  he  waft 
sent  into  England,  whprf»  on^  afair.and  i«f|4fd  i^ 
amination^  all  were  acquitted  of  »vary  charge  g^ 
;•■'•■*  '       •    '•    '  '  ■  '■  fiu»- 
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8l»|ritidn  of  disloyaHy.  The  precipitetton  with  which 
Kugetit  amd  the  other  ctripritB  md  been  executed, 
now  liecame  doubl  v  odioud.  Or^y  was  represented 
M  ft  man  of  blood,  who  had  not  only  dtationored 
his  nation  and  sovereign  atnong  foreignem^  but  ali- 
enated the  hearts  of  aSt  the  tmh  smjects  by  re« 
peated  badbi^rities.  Detest^  in  ht^  g^Verainent^ 
and  serenely  censured  .in  Btigland,  he  grew  weary 
of  his  present  charge^  arid  earnestly  p^itioned  to 
be  recalled. 

•   Thb    province  of  Monster,   in  lh«  m^n  tirae. 
Was  governed  with  rigor  and  severity  by  the  offi- 
cers stationed  in  the  several  districts,  who  were  re** 
Inlbrced  by  tr0o|)s  sent  atdlffei^nt  times  from  Eng« 
land.    The  distinguished  families  of  the  old  Eng- 
lish race,  who  stiU  adhered  to  the  popish  niligion, 
were  natumlly  suspected  of  favouring  the  rdbels. 
They  declinecl  furnishmg  their  quotas  to  the  queen's 
service  J  and  yet  were  seen  iff  arms;  for  self'-de- 
fence,  to  they  pretended.  And  it  was  the?  interest  of 
the  Engf ish'  officers  to  represent  (heir  eotiduet  in 
the  severest  l^tit.     If  once  dectaried  rdi^ls,  their 
lands  and  property  lay  at  the*  mercy  of  f heir  pur- 
auers.     Orders  were  dispatched   frirni    ihibKn    to 
seize  the  castle  of  lord  Barry,  whose  practices  had 
been  most  obno^tious ;  but  this  lord,  in  the  rage  of 
indi^Tmtion,  set  (ire  fio  his  house,  rafh^r'thdn  aban« 
don  It  to  the  rapine  of  the  qfleeri's*  soldiers;*  Roche, 
ftnother  suspected  lord,  was  surprised  and  seized  by 
ilaieigh,  and  had  the  miser%d!>le  saitisfkction'  of  ap- 
proving his  innocence  and  being  dismisedf.    Bbt  the 
principal  obged  of  the  E^Inh  commandler^,  wasi  to 
seize  the  earl  of  Desmond,  who  hid  himseff  in  his 
frtreats,  and  issued  out  Orrc^qieefedly,  Whenevter  a 
fair  op^rtnnity  preseirted  ffself  of  tfnn^yittg  his 
fenemles.'  They  frequently  surprised  hfisi    parties; 
bi>l,  by  his  own  activity,    and  the  iidefity  of  his 
companJbM,  he  escaped*  the  danger.    Hn  brother^ 
Wohn  of  Desmond,  was  not  so  fortimfe.    2oHch 
bad   intrfRgence   of- his' motions;  add,   whett    he 
mado  anexcm^ibw  tc^ reconcile  some  of  bireoiifede- 

rates. 
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rates,  who  vrere  Akmtis&ed  with  aach  other,  he  ita-' 
teroepted  and  gurrounded  Im  party,  and  gave  the^ 
miscreant  an  opportunity  of  railing  honorably  by 
the  sword. 

This  event  deprived  Desmond  of  all  remaining 
hope :  when  Grey,  in  the  confidence  of  having  ex- 
tinguished the  rebeliion,  suddenly  reduced  the 
southern  troops  to  an  inconsiderable  number.  Th^^ 
baron  of  Lixnaw,  who  bad  been  lon^  suspected  of  a.  d. 
favoring  the  insurgents,  and  was  irritated  by  the  1^82.' 
oppressions  he  had  endured  from  the  queen's  troops,  ^ 
seized  the  occasion,  at  once  appeared  in  arms,  and 
drove  out  the  garrisons  who  occupied  his  castles. 
But  this  sudden  flame  was  as  suddenlv  allayed.  One 
or  two  unsuccessful  encounters  so  terrified  the  baron, 
mnd  reduced  him  to  such  distress,  that  he  sued  to 
the  earl  of  Ormond  for  pardon  and  protection: 
which  were  eranted  the  more  readily,  as  he  pleaded 
that  he  had  been  driven  to  extremities  by  the  into^ 
lerable  oppressions  he  had  sustained ;  and  the  queen 
was  made  to  believe  that  such  allegations  were  fre« 
quently  well  founded.  Repeated  complaints  were 
made  of  the  inhuman  rigor  practised  by  Grey  and 
his  officei^.  The  queen  was  assured  that  he  tyran« 
nized  with  such  barbarity,  that  little  was  left  in  Ire*^ 
land  for  her  majesty  to  r^gn  over,  but  ashes  and 
carcasses.  And  sucn  was  the  eifect  oT  these  renre- 
sentations,  that  a  pardon  was  oflTered  to  those  reiiels 
who  would  accept  it ;  lord  Grey  was  recalled ;  and 
Loftus  arohbisbop  of  Dublin,  and  Sir  H^nry  WaU 
lop,  treasurer  at  war,  appointed  lords  justices. 

Such  a  ^vemnsent  did  not  appear  well  calcu- 
lated for  war.  But  by  this  time  the  business  of  war 
vras  well  ni^  concluded.  Saunders,  the  great  in- 
cen^ry  of  the  Scmth,  worn  out  with  the  severities' 
of  want  and  toil,  died  in*  a  miserable  retreat,  soli^ 
tary  and  imnoiiead ;  so  that  his  remains  were  not 
interred,  until  they  had  bee»  mangled  by  beastsi 
The  earf  of  Ovmond,  who  was  sent  into  Munster 
with  anew  b«iy  of  foreaa,  faereei  hito  th»  woaria 
rdbels  stiH  continued  l(>  ii^mble,  drove 

tbegi 
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them  from  their  haunts,  and  pursued  them  with  in- 
A.  D.  ddfatigable  Viwr.  The  unhappy  Desmond  (who 
15SX  ^ns  ||^(  iDcluded  in  the  late  pardon,  although  be 
still  entreated  to  be  received  to  mercy)  was  hunted 
from  one  wretched  retreat  to  another,  frequently  in 
danger  of  being  taken,  disguised  among  the  wretch- 
edest  of  his  followers,  lurking  with  than  in  woods 
and  bogs»  a4id  depending  on  their  benevolence  for 
the  support  of  nature.  One  captain  of  his  Callow- 
glasses,  who  still  adhered  to  him,  lost  his  Ufe  endea- 
vouring to  support  his  master.  In  the  utmost  ex- 
tremity of  distress,  two  horsemen  and  a  few  kerns 
ventured  to  seize  some  cattle  for  his  subsistence. 
The  owner  exclaimed  at  this  violence,  and  a  few 
soldiers  of  an  English  garrison  pursued  the  prey. 
They  came  to  the  opcnmg  of  a  valley^  in  which 
was  a  small  grove,  and  here  detei*mined  to  repose; 
when  spying  a  light  at  some  distance  in  a  miserable 
hut,  their  leader  Kelly  of  Morierta,  a  man  of  Irish 
race,  ordered  one  of  his  party  to  advance  cautiously, 
and  discover  how  many  were  here  posted;  (for  it 
was  immediately  concluded  they  had  fallen  upon  a 
party  of  the  rebels.)  He  was  informed  that  six  per- 
sons only  were  concealed  in  this  retreat.  Kelly  and 
his  party  rushed  forward ;  but,  on  entering  the  hut, 
found  that  the  rebels  had  fled  at  his  approach,  except 
one  man  of  venerable  aspect,  stretcned  languidly 
before  afire.  The  leader  assailed  and  wounded 
him.  '  He  exclaimed, ''  Spare  me,  for  I  am  the  earl 
^'  of  Desmond."  Kelly  smote  off*  his  head,  and 
brought  it  to  the  earl  of  Ormond,  by  whom  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  queen,  and  impaled  on  London* 
bridge. 

Thus  was  a  family  extingui^ed.  which  had  flou- 
rished for  four  centuries  in  rude  splendor  and  mag« 
nificence,  and  had  frequently  proved  too  powerful 
to  be  governed.  With  the  possessions  of  independent 
prioces  and  a  large  army  of  foUow^9,.  they  were 
naturally  tempted  to  assume  the  port  of  sovereignty, 
uosestrsiftcd  by  i^  .gof:erwient,  whieh  frequently 
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depended  on  them  for  support    The  pride  of  this 
last  earl^  inflamed  by  a  few  bisoted  ecclesiastics, 
was  severely  punished  by  those  distresses  in  which  he 
was  involved  by  his  senseless  insurrection.    Without 
ever  being  able  to  make  any  brave  and  distinguished 
efibrt  in  the  cause  which  he  espoused,  his  misfor- 
tunes began  with  his  rebellion  ;  and  his  wretched 
death  closed  the  whole  scene  of  infatuation.    His 
enormous  domains  were  tiow  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
to  be  appropriated  as  the  queen  should  deem  most 
expedient  for  the  reformation  of  her  Irish  dominions. 
Two  ecclesiastics^   his  agents  in  Spain,   had  thecwia 
mortification  to  arrive  with  arms  and  ammunition  Intr.  to 
to  support  his  rebellion,  just  at  the  time  ^h^n^*^®^ 
the  earl  had  been  killed,  and  his  followers  sued  for  ™*^™"' 
jMirdon.    They  received  the  fatal  intelligence,  and 
retired  precipitately. 


tot.  It  «0  CHAP. 


S90  HISTORY  OF  IBBLAND.  B.IT; 


CHAP.    111. 


English  ministrj/  and parliametd  not  ucll  disponed  to  the  civil 
Reformation  of  Ireland  0 ...  Sir  John  Perrot  lord  dtpuij/ 
• . .  .Principal  object  of  his  administration^  a  general  ex^ 
tension  and  execution  of  the  English  law...  *His  sticcess 
fn  Connaught. . .  .His  progress  to  the  South  interrupted. 
. . .  His  successful  practices  with  the  Irish  ofUbier.  .  .His 
extensive  schemes  fhr  the  improvement  oflrekmdj*  •  •  .rc- 
jected  in  England j. . .  .Parliament  at  Dublin^  how  com- 
poied. ..  .Irish  chieftains  admitted,. .  •  .appear  in  the 
English  garb. .  m  .Tirlough  Lynnogh  expresses  his  un^ 
easiness  at  his  new  habiliments.  • .  •  Scheme  for  suspension 
qfPoj/nings^s  law  violentlif  opposed  by  the  commons.  •  •  • 
Temper  of  this  house.  •  •  .Speedy  prorogation.  •  •  .New 
appearances  of  danger  in  the  North  •  •  .  •  Defeat  of  the  Sc(4s, 

•  • .  Perrot  regulates  the  Northern  province. . .  .Answer  of 
a  Scottish  chief  lain  to  the  insult  of  an  Englishman .  •  •  Per^ 
rofs  secret  enemies.  •  •  .His  indiscretion.  •  •  .Base  machi' 
nations  to  irritate  the  queen  against  him.  •  •  .She  mortifes 
Perrot. . .  ,He  solicits  to  be  readied. .  •  .Continues  to  ad* 
minister  his  government  with  fidelity  and  success  w  •  •  ./fe' 

formation  of  Connaught.  •  •  .Earl  of  Desmond  and  his 
associates  attainted  in  parliament*  •  •  •  Scheme  of  the  plan- 
tation  ofMunster.  •  •  .Defects  and  abuses  of  this  scheme. 
. .  •  ^New  disorders  in  Connaught;  Bingham,  the  lordpre^ 
sident,  severe. . .  .His  conduct  disapproved  by  Perrot.  « •  • 
Repeated  insurrections  of  the  De  Burghos  •••.  Perrot 
marches  into  the  IVesty  contrary  to  his  instructions.... 
Bingham  already  victorious. .  •  •  Elizabeth  impatient  of  the 
burden  of  Ireland.  •  •  .Reculs  some  of  her  Irish  forces  to  the 
Netlierlands . . .  Some  of  the  less  reformed  Irish  engaged  in 
this  service,  and  in  thai  of  Spain ....  They  Icam  the  art  of 
Zfiarm . .  Execution  of  English  law  rendered  odious  in  Ulster 

•  •  •  ^Practices  of  popish  eccksiast&es  in  this  province. . . . 

Character 


ChmMerqfNugk  (TNuH. ..  .Ht inslmaies himself  inh 
ike^fiMt  of  Perwt. . .  .Recomkmepids  himielf^eciuaUy  to 

EUzmbeih. .  •  4  Is  inteHed  with  ihe  eartdom  cf  Tirowen  and 
tAeesiaU  annexed  io  ii. . .  .JTVafew  Ms  Jbthwers  to  arms/ 

.  .  •  .Makes  pracishn  for  war^  ...Tke  ckieftain  of  Tir^ 
coandiurbuleni. . .  .His  son  seized  andco^ked  by  a  stra- 
tagem.  .  •  .Perr^' resigns  his  government  to  Sir  WiUiam* 
FUz^WUUam.. .  .Tomper  of  ibis  nem)g&vernor. . .  .PaH 
of  the  Spanish  Armada  drhen  l^  stottn  on  the  norikem 
eoasts  of  Ireland. . .  .Effects  ^  titis  incident.  ♦ .  .Frts- 

William  marches  into  the  North  in  search  of  Spanish 
ireasure. . .  .Instances  of  bis  provoking  tjfrannf/. , .  •  JEor/ 
of  Tirowen  suspected.  ...He  flies  to  England. . .  .Hit 
submission  to  the  English  council. . .  .Accused  bj/  Hugh 
Ne-GoPDclocke.  • . .  The  accjusation  slighted. . .  ♦Son  of  the 
chieftain  of  Tirqonnel  and  other  prisoners  escape  from  tie 
castle  of  Dublin. .  •  •  Their  extreme,  distress. . . .  Youn^ 
O^Donnel  conveyed  to  Ulster ...  .Disaffection  of  the 
northern  chieftains  enflamed  by  the  cruelty  of  Fitz-  William. 
m  . .  .Answer  ofMac^Guire  to  his  intiniation  of  sending  a 
sheriff  into  Fermanagh. . .  .Practices  and  preparations  fbr 
insurrection  in  the  northern  province. ..  .Revenge  of  the 
earl  of  Tirowen  on  Hugh^ Ne-Gatelocke .  . .  .Artifice  of 
this  earl.  . .  .Camposition  eHablished  in  every  province  of 
Ireland. ...  Interval  of  apparent  tranquillity  • , . ,  Foundti/m 
tion  of  the  University  of  Dublin. ' 


1  H  E  death  of  the  earl  of  Desmond,  and  t!je 
guppressipn  of  his  adherents,  left  Ireland  free  from 
any  consicjerable  disorder,  and  seemed  to  afford 
a  uir  oGcasian  for  effectually  regulating  and  model- 
ling this  country  upon  the  principles  of  justice  and 
liberal  policy.  But  bcfsides  the  aversion  of  Eliza- 
beth fronj  every  scheme  which  must  be  attended,  for 
the  present,  wrth  considerable  expence  some  of  her 
coun^ellore  appear  to  have  conceived  an  odious  jea- 
ioiii^,  which  reconciled  thein  to  the  distractions  and  Let*«rs^f 
miseries  of  Ireland.  ''  Should  we  exert  ourselves,"!* ''J^J'^^ 
said  they,  ''  in  reducing  this  country  to  prdcr  and  and  sJ 

^'  civility  Joha 
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^  civQitj,  it  most  soon  acquire  power,  consequence, 
'^  and  nches.  The  inhabitants  will  be  thus  alien- 
'^  ated  from  England ;  they  will  cast  themaeWes 
'*  into  the  arms  of  some  foreign  power,  or  perhaps 
"  erect  themselves  into  an  independent  and  separate 
'^  state.  Let  us  rather  connive  at  their  disorders ; 
'*  for  a  weak  and  disordered  people  never  can  at- 
**  tempt  to  detach  themselves  from  the  crown  of 
''  England"  We  find  Sir  Henry  Sidney  and  Sir 
Jjohn  Perrot,  who  perfectly  understood  the  afiairs  of 
Ireland,  and  the  dispositions  of  its  inhabitants,  both, 
expressing  the  utnipst  indignation  at  this  horrid 
policy,  which  yet  bad  found  its  way  into  the  Eng* 
lish  parliament 

At  the  present  juncture,  however,  the  interests  of 

the  crown  required  that  an  active,  prudent,  and  vi- 

Bootar,   gorous  administration  sj^ould  be  established  in  Ire* 

und.    The  southern  province  seemed  to  be  totally 

depopulated,  and,  except  within  the  cities,  exhibit* 

ed  an  hideous  scene  of  famine  ^nd  desolation.    The 

vast  tract  of  lands  forfeited  by  D^^mond  and  his 

followers,  yas  to  be  parcelled  out  to  new  tenants. 

A  commission  of  survey  was  to  l^e  appomted;  a 

parliament  to  be  assembled  for  passing  acts  of  at* 

tainder;  schemes  to  be  devised  for  lessening;  the 

A.  D.      annual  expence  of  Ireland,  a  provoking  burden  to 

16S4*      the  queen,  and  enci-easing  the  revenue.     The^- 

yemment  of  this  kingdoni  was  therefor^  committed 

to  Sir  John'  Pe)rrot,  a  man  reverehc^  by  all  its  in- 

habitantSj  for  his  justice  and  impartiality^  one  who 

had  long  studied  its  interests,  and  whose  policy  was 

liberal  and  benevolent.    He  assumed  the  reins  of 

government  at  a  time  when  war  and  ^surrection 

seemed  to  be  extinguished,  when  the  last  remaining; 

rebel  of  any  note,  lord  Baltinglass,  had  retired  in 

Histof    despair  to  Spain.    The  first  act  of  his  administration 

govern-    vras  the  publishing  a  general  apinestv,  and  assuran(;e 

^"j**^    of  pardon  and  prbtection  to  all  who  sfibuld  return 

PeiTot.     to  tneir  allegiance.    The  son  of  the  earl  of  Dee* 

Ix>ndoD,  mond,  >>ho  had  been  delivered  up  to  the  queen's 

deputy. 
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deputy,  he  seni  into  England^  there  to  be  educated 
in  the  principles  of  loyaky  and  civility^  so  as  to 
render  nim  worthy  of  atiy  favours  the  royai  mercy 
miffht  bestow. 

Thk  capital  object  of  this  chief  governor  was 
to  enforce  and  extend  the  execution  of  English  lav> 
and  giaduallv  to  reduce  the  old  natives,  and  the 
degenerate  ot  the  English  race,  within  the  salutary 
bounds  of  an  equitsible  polity;  and  for  thispuc* 
pose  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  visit  the  several  pror 
vincGs,  so  as  to  terrify  the  disaffected,  and  to  give 
weight  to  his  intended  regulations.    He  began  with 
that  of  ponriaught ;  where  a  numerous  rabble  of 
the  De  Burghos,  in  dppite  of  the  discretion  and 
loyalty  of  the  earl  of  Glanricarde,  had  been  ever 
ready  for  insurrectipn ;   but  were  now  effectually 
intimidated  by  the  presence  pf  Sir  John  Perrot, 
They  attended  him  with  professions  pf  loyalty ;   the 
Irish  .chieftains  were  equally  submissive:  he  recom- 
mended to  theip  all  a  oour^Q  of  civility  and  dutifiil 
submission^  declared  his  intentions  of  gendering  thp 
division  of  their  province  into  counties,  effectual^ 
by  appointing  sheriffs  and  other  officers  for  each,  so 
as  to  give  thein  all  the  advantages  of  an  exact  an4 
regular   execution  of    the  laii^s,    They  professed 
Iheir  dutiful  acquiescence,  and  acceptance  of  these 
officers,    ^herins  were  appointed  for  six  countiey^ 
Clare,  Qalway,  Sligo,  Mayq,  Jloscqmmpn,  Leitrim ; 
and  the  presidency  of  the  whole  pcovince  was  as- 
signed to  Sir  Richard  Bingham.  , 

Hence  the  lord  deputy  proceeded  to  the  southr 
erh  province ;   but  wqen  he  had  arrived  at  Lime- 
rick, intQllig^Qce  wq9  received  that  one  thousand 
Scottish  tropps  had  lately  made  a  descent  upon  the 
«  northqrq  coast,  and  join^  with  their  countrymen  ^^"tef 
already  settled  in  Ulster,  ^ho  ^eemed  to  w^^itate^^^^ 
some  innovation.    He  returned  to  Dublin,  where  sirj^ 
he  received  the  submiasibns  q.nd  engagements   QfPemi, 
some  Leiqster  chieftains  stispected  of  disaficqtiot), 
l^nd  marched  into  the  North-     Herq^theafipearanc^e 
qf  a  governor^  I'enowo^  for  yi|lpr  and  jqaficq, 
•-  '   '    ' t  .     .    .  .  ^ .  .     .      ^^^^ 
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atid  noted  especially  for  a  humane  and  equitable  at- 
tention to  the  ancient  natives,  had  a  sudden  and 
powerfiil  efiect.     The  new*arrived  Scots  fled  to 
their  ships,  and  left  their  brethren  of  Ulster,  after 
some  ineffectual  hostilities,  to  make  their  peace  with 
government.    The  Irish  chieftains  crowded  to  Per- 
rot  with  the  most  zealous  professions  of  loyalty  and 
submission.     They  renewed  their  oaths  of  allegi* 
ance ;  several  surrendered  their  lands,  and  received 
them  from  the  queen  by  English  tenures.     Perrol, 
.Perrot's    ^bo  knew  how  to  improve  these  favourable  disposi* 
^^       tions,  proceeded  yet  further;  and  prevailed  on  them 
to  consent  to  an  assessment  or  composition,  whereby 
eleven  hundred  troops  might  be  maintained  in  their 
province,  without  charge  to  the  queen;  a  concession 
utterly  astonishing  to  those  of  the  council  who  at* 
tended  on  the  lord  deputy,  and  who  had  exclaimed 
against  the  attempt  as  impracticable  and  dangerous. 
Some  of  the  moat  considerable  Irish  chieftains  who 
were  engaged  in  contests  about  property,  such  as  had 
hitherto  been  usually  decided  by  arms,  were  now 
persuaded  to  implead  each  other  in  tlie  queen's 
courts,  and  to  abide  by  the  determination  of  law. 
And  such  a  just  sense  did  they  express  of  the  benefit 
of  English  law,  and  quch  a  desire  of  receiving  it, 
that  Perrot  projected  a  division  of  the  unreformed 
parts  of  Ulster  into  seven  new  counties,  Ardmagh, 
Monagfaan,  Tirowen,  Colerain,  Donnegal,  Ferma- 
nagh, Cavan.  for  each  of  which  he  appointed  she- 
riff, commissioners  of  the  peace,    coroners,    and 
other  necessary  officers. 

This  success  of  his  negoeiations  with  the  most 

{>owerful  Irish  chieftains,  and  the  general  tranquil- 
ity of  the  kingdom,  encourBged  Perrot  to  form  the 
most  extensive  schemes  for  the  reformation  and  im- 
provement of  Ireland.  He  wrote  to  the  privy 
council  of  England,  explained  the  progress  he  had 
already  itiade,  and  the  importance  of  those  conces- 
sions he  had  obtained ;  he  proposed  that  fifty  thou- 
sand poiMds>  at  which  he  rates  the  annual  expence 
of  the  crown  in  maintaltiing  the  domhiion  of  Ire^ 

landj 
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land^  should  be  granted  fo  htm  for  three  years; 
enga^ng  on  this  condition  to  maintain  a  body  oif 
two  thousand  foot^  and  four  hundred  horde ;  to  for*- 
tify  seven  towns,  each  of  the  extent  of  one  mile,  to 
build  as  many  bridges,  and  to  erect  the  like  number 
of  forts  in  proper  situations,  to  as  to  encompass  and 
strengthen  the  whole  realm  with  royal  garrisons, 
connected  by  an  easy  and  secure  communication. 
This  he  calls  the  cheapest  purchase  which  England 
has  made  this  many-a-day.  But  though  the  propo^ 
sition  was  repeated  to  the  English  parliament,  yet 
neither  the  crown  nor  the  legi^ature  could  be  per- 
suaded to  adopt  this  measure.  England,  at  the 
{>resent  period  was  full  of  fears  and  jealousies,  a- 
armed  by  intestine  dangers,  and  the  apprehensions 
of  foreign  inyasion.  The  queen  was  impatient  at 
the  expences  of  her  Irish  goyemment,  and  instead 
of  consenting  to  augment  Siem,  expected  that  Ire- 
land should  supply  forces  for  the  Low  'Countries 
Pert*ot  could  obtain  no  more  than  a  smaH  sum  in 
aid  o^  the  Ulster  composition,  and  a  body  of  siir 
hundred  men,  which  he  represented  as  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  incorporated  with  the  Ulster  forces. 
Thus,  with  many  commendations  of  h\s  good  ser- 
vices, was  the  deputy  left  to  the  ordinary  course  of 
administration. 

He  proceeded  to  convene  an  Irish  parliament,  Rot  Csiv 
which  assembled  at  Dublin,  in  April  of  the  vearSj.'^*   - 
1585.    None  of  the  Northern  counties  as  yet  elect-     *" 
ed  their  knights,  except  Caran,  which  was  repre- 
sented   by  two    loyal  Irishmen  of  the  family  ot 
O'Reily:   with  these  we  may  reckon  as  reformed 
Irish,  Sir  Hugh  Mac-Gemiis,  member  for  the  coun? 
ty  of  Down,  Sir  TIrlaugh  O'Biien,  for  Clare,  Shane 
Mae-Brien,  for  Antrim,  and  the  two  members  for 
Longford,  of  the  family  of  O'Perghal.     Among 
the  spiritual  lords  sa^  flie  bishops  of  Clogher  and 
Raproe^  tMfO  sees  which  Davis  assures  us  nevef 
were  bestowed  by  oBeeii  Elizabeth:  and  anuuig  the 
tPTtipotat  bmrons,  *rirlaHgh,*»  the  old*  chienain  of 
Tinmea,  was  now  admitted.    Such  alight  circum* 

sUnceg 
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^nces  serve  to  mark  the  gradual  progress  of  refor* 
tnatioD.    It  was  the  pride  of  Sir  John  Perrot,  that 

f^^'^  he  could  prevail  on  the  old  Irish  leaders^  not  only 
to  exchange  their  savage  state  for  the  condition  of 
English  subjects^  but  to  appear  publicly  in  the  Eng- 
lish garb,  and  to  make  some  awkward  efforts  to  ac- 
commodate themselves  to  the  manners  of  bis  court 
But  it  was  not  without  the  utmost  reluctance  and 
confusion  that  they  thus  appeared  to  resign  their 
ancient  manners.  Tirlaugh  Lynnogh,  in  his  old 
age,  encumbered  with  his  fashionable  habiliments, 
expressed  his  discontent  with  a  good-humoured 
simplicity.  "  Prithee,  my  lord,"  said  he,  to  Perrot, 
*'  let  my  chaplain  attend  me  in  his  Irish  mantle: 
'^  thus  shall  your  English  rabble  be  diverted  from 
*'  my  uncouth  figure,  and  laugh  at  him." 

By  this  time  it  seems  to  have  become  a  mark  of 
confidence  in  the  chief  governor,  for  the  parlia- 
ment to  consent  to  the  suspension  of  Poynings' 
law,  and  which  it  was  in  some  sort  disreputable  not 

Ibid.  to  obtain.  The  friends  of  Sir  John  Perrot  ac- 
cordingly moved  for  the  suspension  of  this  law,  in 
the  commons'  house,  that  the  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment might  be  conducted  with  greater  freedom  and 
expedition.  But  the  members  of  the  pale,  who 
formed  what  in  the  modem  laioguage  of  polities  fa 
called  the  country  party,  were  by  no  means  disposed 
to  entrust  a  governor  with  the  power  of  assenting 
to  any  laws  which  might  be  procured  in  parliament. 
Not  employed,  and  little  noticed  by  the  state,  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  schemes  and  mtentions  of  the 
deputy;  and  this  ignorance  rendered  them  the  more 
suspicious.  It  appears  from  their  letters  to  the 
English  council,  (wnere  these  gentlemen  fi'equently 
explaiaed  their  real  or  pretended  grievances,)  that 
they  particularly  apprehended  some  scheme  of  op* 
pressive  and  extraonlinary  taxation.  But  whatever 
were  their  motives,  they  gave  a  vigorous  opposition 
to  the  bill  for  suspension  of  Poyning's  law,  an/"' 
notwittetandiog  ^e  most  zealous  efforts  of  th^ 
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court,  were  enabled  to  overthrow  it.  The  same 
Ikte  attended  some  of  the  transmitted  bills.  One  for 
renewing  the  ordinary  subsidy  of  thirteen  shillings 
and  four  pence  upon  every  plow-land^  was  rejected 
by  the  commons.  Such  was  the  temper  of  this  Cox. 
house^  that  they  refused  to  vest  the  queen  with  the 
lands  of  attainted  persons,  without  omce  or  inquisi- 
tion :  and  to  declare  those  guilty  of  treason  who 
should  rebelliously  detain  any  of  her  castles.  It  was 
judged  expedient  to  defer  the  introduction  of.  a 
transmittea  bill  of  impost  on  wines.  So  that  a  short 
session  of  contest  and  opposition,  in  which  two  acts 
only  were  passed,  one  for  the  attainder  of  lord  Bal- 
tingtass  and  his  adherents,  another  for  the  restora- 
tion in  blood  of  a  person  whose  ancestors  had  been 
attainted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  was  I''- Stat, 
followed  by  a  speedy  prorogation. 

New  appearances  of  danger  and  disorder  in  the 
North  called  the  deputy  again  into  this  province. 
The    king  of  Scots   had   promised   to  control  his 
roving  subjects,  and  prevent  their  perpetual  irrup-        . 
tions  into  Ulster ;    but  without  effect.     A  new  de-  Lffe. 
scent  was  made  by  no  inconsiderable  body,  com- 
manded by  Alexander,  son  to  the  chieftain  of  the 
Scottish  colony  already  settled  in  Clanhubpy ;  and 
which,    with  the  assistance    of  some    unretbrmed  ^'^*- ^^ 
Irish,  infested   the  northern  garrisons.     This  inci-^JJf/of 
dent  seemed  too  inconsiderable  to  demand  the  pre-Sir  jp<» 
sence  of  the  chief  governor.     But  Perrot  had  been  rot 
alarmed  with  intelligence  of  schemes  formed  bj  the 
popish  clergy,  to  introduce  a  foreign  army  into  Ul- 
ster.    He  was  assured  that  Tirlaugh  of  Tirone  was 
despised  by  his  followers,  on  account  of  his  age  and 
'Weakness ;   and  detested  by  the  most  refractory  for 
his   compliances  with  English    government;     that 
they  disoDcyed  and  deserted  him ;  that  the  begin- 
nings of  dangerous  faction  had  already  appeared  in 
this  district ;  that  the  sons  of  the  late  John  O'Nial 
begun    to  collect    their  followers,  and   to  concert 
their  schemes  to  obtain  the  chieftainry,  independent 

Vol..  II,  2P  of 
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[  of  English  goveramcnt.   Sensible  of  the  inconstancy 

f  of  the  Irish,  and  that  the  (irsC  storm  of  insurrection 

I  mi^lit  subvert  those  arrangements  he  had  establish- 

f  cd  in  the  northern   province,  he   marched  into  UI- 

I  ster.     Here  he  sopn  learned  that  the  danger  from 

the  Scots  was  already  vanished-  They  had  beeu 
encountered  by  the  queen's  troops^  and  totally  de- 
feated. Their  captain  mus  made  pi'isoner^  and  as 
lie  had  formerly  sworn  allegiance^  and  bound  him- 
self to  English  government,  he  was  executed  as  a 
traitor,  Perrot  had 'now  only  to  summon  the  Irish 
chieftains^  who  readily  attended  him  at  Dungaiinon. 
He  demanded  hostages  from  those  suspepted  of  Dis* 
affection^  which  by  most  of  them  were  delivered. 
lie  composed  their  private  dissensions^  and  leaving 
the  chief  direction  of  the  northern  province  to  Tir- 
laugh  of  Tirone,  Hugh,  baron  of  Duii^annon^  and 
Sir  Henry  Bagnal^  whose  family  had  oblaincd  a 
connderable  settlement  in  the  North,  he  returned 
to  Dublin,  where  he  was  attended  by  Sorleboy, 
the  old  Scottish  chieAain^  who  submitted^  and  re- 
newed bis  engagements  to  government.  An  Eng- 
lishman was  found  so  mean  and  brutal  as  to  ijisult 
the  unhappy  father  on  the  misfortune  of  his  son, 
and  to  pomt  exultingly  to  his  head,  which  was 
govOT-  ^''^^ed  on  a  pole :  the  brave  old  Scot  viewed  the 
in«ntpf  s|iectacle  with  a  stern  composure,  and  turning  to 
»  Sir  j.Per-his  insulter,  with  a  menacing  and  indignant  aspect^ 

^         "  My  son,'?  said  he,  "  hath  many  heads." 

In  the  midst  of  Perrot's  cares  and  efforts  for  the 
complete  settlement  and  reformation  of  the  king- 
dom,  neither  his  merits  nor  his  success  could  se- 
cure him  from  Uie  attacks  of  malice  and  ^iscpntent, 
He  had  ever  professed  a  tender  regard  for  the  rights 
of  the  old  native  Irish,  a  principle  equally  honor- 
able and  politic,  anc|  which  naturally  made  hifn  at- 
tentive to  guard  against  oppression  and  abuses  in  the 
lower  offices  of  administration ;  and  tliis  could 
scarcely  fail  of  raising  him  a  number  of  secret  ene- 
fnjes.  As  the  establishmept  of  an  university  i^ 
*     ' Irclancl 
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Ireland  was  now  become  a  fiivourite  object,  lie  had  Perrot'« 
conceived  the  design  of  dissolving  the  cathedral  of^*^^- 
Saint   Patrick,   and  converting  its  revenues  to  thisCox. 
purpose,  and  thus  kindled  a  most  implacable  re- 
sentment in   the   breast  of  Loftus..    archbishop  of 
Dublin^   and  chancellor  of  Ireland,  whose  interest 
was  considerably  affected  by  such  a  scheme.     His 
enemies  were  industrious  to  represent  his  actions  in 
the  most  cjcceptionable  view  ;   and  were  heard  with 
too  much  attention  in  England.     The  neglect  with 
which  his  overtures  had  been  treated,  hurried  him 
into  some  passionate  expressions  against  the  queen. 
And  when  she  had  written  to  him  in  terms  of  ap- 
probation, he  was  weak  enough  to  impute  it  to  her 
fears  of  a  Spanish  invasion.     Such  effusions  of  pas- 
sion and  indiscretion,  were  malignantly  noted,  and 
reported  with  aggravation.     The  lords  and  gentle- 
men of  the  pale  were  influenced  by  his  enemies  to       ^ 
represent  their  grievances,   in  England,  and  their 
apprehensions  of  his  designs  to  load  them  with  in- 
tolerable taxes :  which  some  of  them  were  afterwards 
so  ingenuous  as  to  retract.    Even  fraud  and  forgery 
were  employed  to  disgrace  hun.    A  letter  was  coun- 
terfeited, and  sent  into  England,  in  the  name  of 
Tirlaugh  Lynnogh,  complaming  of  the  most  op* 
pressive  injuries  sustained  from  Sir  John  Perrot.  But 
this  chieftain,  in  the  warmth  of  gratitude  for  kind- 
nesses received,  dispatched  his  emissary  to  disavow 
the  letter,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  the  rectitude  of 
the  lord  deputy's  transactions.      Another  forgery^ 
importing  a  protection  granted  bv  Perrot,  to  a  po- 
pish priest,  in  which  the  expressions  were  used  of 
our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  our  castle  of  Dublin, 
was  transmitted  into  EngUnd,  and  made  a  shanie- 
fal  impression  on  the  mind  of  Elizabeth. 
.  In  her  resentment  again^^t  the  depiity,  the  queen 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  her  own  interest.     A  Spa- 
nish invasion  was  expected  to  fall  on  the  South  qf 
Ireland :  yet  perpetual  drafts  Mere  made  from  her 
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garrisons^  for  the  serrice  of  the  Low-Coutitnes,  nor 

Penroi^s    could  PerrotV  warmest  instances  obtain  either  forces 

^^^       or  provisions  for  guarding  against  the  danger.  One 

Cox,  ez    Ponton,  the  Irish  secretary  of  state,  eBfeemed  for 

^^      his  knowledge  of  this  country,  and  ennproyetl  as  a 

^'     kind  of  spy  upon  the  deputy.  Was  sent  for  to  live 

court  of  England,  and  returned  wkh  sach  mstruc- 

tions  to  Perrot,  as  manifested  that  the  queen  had 

heen  possessed  with  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  his 

atlministratiorr,  and  particularly  of  his  conduct  in 

the  management  of  her  revenue.   In  consequence  of 

this  mortilication,  he  wrote  to  Elizabeth  in  terms  of 

the  utmost  duty  and  humility,  earnestly  entreatin^^ 

her  permission  to  repair  to  England^  and  justify  his 

Ferrot't    couQUct  in  the  royal  presence ;  assurhig  her  at  the 

*■        same  time  that  he  expected  to  prevail  on  a  number 

of  Irish  chieftains  in  the  several  provinces,  to  attend 

him  to  her  court ;  which  must  cut  off  the  Spaniard's 

hopes  of  success  in  Ireland,  yfhen  he  found  those 

lords  on   whom  he  diiefly  depended,  giving  such 

proofs  of  their  allegiance,  and  the  queen  possessed 

of  so  many  valuable  hostages  for  the   fidelity  of 

their  people. 

But  with  whatever  neglect  his  prcrposrfions  were 
feceived,   Perrot  continued  to  aJiniiiister  his  go- 
vernment with  fidelity  and  zeal.    A  commission  ^as 
issued  for  settling  a  composition  in  Connaught,  in 
the  place  of  assessments  for  the  maintenance  of 
troops ;  which  was  conducted  with  success,  an  am- 
ple composition  granted,  and  the  system  of  English 
polity  for  the  present  thankfully  received  in  this 
provmce.     In  a  second  session  of  parliament,  bills 
were  proposed  for  attainder  of  the  earl  of  Desmond 
Cex.        and  his  adherents,  but  received  not  without  diffi- 
culty and  opposition.     To  prevent  the  dismember- 
ing of  this  earl's  vast  possessions,  one  of  the  Geral- 
dines  of  Munster  produced  a  feoffment,  said  to  have 
been  executed  by  Desmond  before  his  rebellion. 
The  house  was  embarrassed,  and  seemed  reacW  ^0 
acquiesce  iu  its  validity/ when  the  original  of  an 

associ- 
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association  was  produced^  of  a  date  prior  to  Uiat  of 
the  pretended  ^rant^  signed  by  Desmond  and  bis 
kinsmen^  to  which  the  name  ot  this  Geraldine  was 
subscribed^  and  which  declared  their  defiance  and 
opposition  to  the  queen's  government.  It  might 
have  been  alleged,  that  after  this  association  Des- 
mond had  submitted,  and  been  restored  to  favor. 
But  the  paper  was  received  without  objection,  as  an 
evidence  m  the  fraud,  and  the  bills  passed,  whereby 
Desmond  and  about  one  hundred  and  forty  of  his 
accomplices  were  attainted,  and  all  their  honors 
and  estates  declared  forfeit  to  the  queen. 

Thus  was  every  obstacle  removed  to  Elizabeth's 
favorite  scheme  of  repeopling  Munstcr   with   au 
English   colony.     Letters   were   written    to    every 
county  in  England  to  encourage  younger  brothers 
to   become  undertakers  in  Ireland.     Estates  wereMS-Trin. 
offered  in  fee  at  a  small  acreable  rent  of  three  pence, '^oL  DuU 
and  in  some  places  two  pence,  to  commence  at  the 
end  of  three  years,   anu  for  three  years  more,   half 
only  of  the  stipulated  rent  was  to  be  paid.     S^ven 
yeara  were  allowed  to  complete  their  plantation. 
The  undertaker   for   twelve    thousand   acres   was 
bound    to    plant    eighty-six    families    on .  his    es* 
late:    those   who   engaged    for   lesser,  seigniories, 
were  to  provide  a  proportionable  number.     None 
of  the  native  Irish  were  to  be  admitted  among  their 
tenantry ;   and,  among  other  advantages,  they  were 
assured  that  sufficient  garrisons  should  be  stationed 
on  their  frontiers;   and  commissioners  appointed  to 
decide  their  controversies.     Sir  Christopher  Hatton, 
Sir.  Walter  Raleigh,  Sir  Thomas  Norris,  Sir  War- 
ham  Saintleger,  Sir  George  Bourcbier,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  gentlemen  of  power  and  distinction, 
received    grants    of  different    portions.     But    the 
greater  their  rank  and  consequence,  the  more  were 
they  emboldened  to  neglect  the  terms  of  their  grant. 
Instead  of  completing  their  stipulated  numbers  of 
tenantry,  the  same  pereons  were  admitted  tenants 
to  different  undertakers,  and  in  the  same  seigniory 

acme- 
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nometimes  served  at  once  as  freeholder,  as  lease- 
holder, as  copyholdei-,  to  fill  up  the  necessary  num- 
ber of  each  donomination.  Leases  and  conveyances 
were  made  to  many  of  the  Irishry.*  In  some  places 
the  lands  were  abandoned  to  (fie  old  possessors,  in 
others  the  undertakers  uniustly  encroached  on  the 
estates  of  the  iimocent  and  loyal  inhabitants:  not 
i-esiding  themselves,  they  entrusted  the  settlement 
and  support  of  their  respective  colonies,  to  agents 
ignorant,  negligent,  and  corrupt.  No  effectual 
provisions  were  made  for  defence  either  by  them- 
selves or  by  the  queen.  Such  instances  of  iniscoii- 
ttoct  were  severely  felt,  and  contributed  to  the  sub- 
sequent difio/ders  of  the  kingdom. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  regulations  established  in 
Connaught  were  threatened  with  a  total  overthrow 
by  the  violence  of  the  degenerate  De  Burghos. 
Tiiey  regretted  the  circumscription  of  their  own 
Camden,  powcf,  bv  the  introduction  of  English  i^olity ;  and 
'^*-  instead  of  tyrannizing  over  their  uiferi6rs,  were 
Vigidly  atid  severely  governed  by  Sir  Richard  Bing- 
ham. The  sheriffs  and  other  officers  of  justice  fol- 
lovVed  the  example  of  the  lord  president,  and  acted 
hdt  only  with  rigor,  but  imperiousness.  They 
entered  the  several  Counties,  attended  with  h\rg  i 
bodies  of  armed  men,  pillaging  the  inhabitants, 
whom  they  affected  to  defepise,  terrifying  them  with 
their  miUtary  train,  and  rendering  the  execution  of 
law  odious  and  oppressive;  so  as  to  confirm  their 

aversioa 

*  The  lands  foYfeited  by  Desmond's  rebellion  are  generally  snid  to 
amount  to  five  hundred  and  serenty^foirr  thousand  six  htindred  and 
twenty-«ight  acres.  Cox,  from  the  M  SS  of  Lambeth,  reckons  u  pthir- 
.tytaigniories  granted  to  as  many  adTentiirers,  and  amounting  to  two 

'hundred  and  eight  thousand  eighty-nine  acres.  In  a  maniir^cript  of 
Trinity  College  Dublin,  the  numl^r  of  seigniories  granted  to  undert^kei» 
Is  said  to  be  thirty-three.  Supposing  then  the  three  additional  seign- 
iories to  be  of  the  largest  kind  (which  is  hot  probable)  the  grants  will 
Amount  to  two  hundrMl  and  forty-four  thousand  and  ei^ity  acrtto.  There 
*rettiai liked  then  three  'hundr^l  and  thirty  thousand  hve  hundred  and 

Yotty^eight  acres  restored  to  such  as  had  been  pardoned>  or  abandont^ 
to  tat  aid  possessors. 
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aversion  from  a  system  accepted  mih  reluctance. 
One  of  the  Do  Burgbos^  called  Thomas  Roah^  waa 
summoned  to  the  session  of  judge^^  held  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  aud  refund  to  attend.  Bingham 
ordered  him  to  be  seized ;  h^  resisted  and  was 
killed;  t\^p  of  his  adherents  were  taken  and  ex* 
ccutcd :  the  whole  sept  affected  the  utmost  terror 
and  astonishment.  Th^y  addr^^ed  themselves  to 
the  lord  4<^P^^y  •  ^^  ^  plausible  were  their  repre- 
sentations, that  Bingham  received  orders  not  to 
proceed  to  such  sev^ities  for  the  future,  without 
thi3  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  chief  go- 
vernor. This  favor  served  but  to  encourage  th0 
De  Burghos  to  new  extravagances.  While  Bing- 
liam  was  employed  in  reducing  a  dangerous  outlaw^ 
and  noted  partisan  of  the  pope, .  tb^y  seized  some 
forts,  to  defend  themselves^  as  they  alleged,  against 
the  injuries  of  the  j^nglish,  One  of  these  forts,  si- 
tuated on  the  borders  of  a  lake,  was  attacked  by 
water;  and  although  the  be^gers  were  obliged  to 
retreat  with  los$  and  danger,  yet  the  rebels  dread? 
ifjg  a  second  as$ault»  abandoned  the  post,,  and  fled 
into  their  woods,  whither  thejr  were  vigorously 
pursued  by  Bingham.  One  of  their  leaders,  Richard, 
brother  to  Thomas  Roah,  soon  syrrendercd;  but 
so  little  attention  did  the  president  shew  to  the  dir 
rections  of  the  chief  governor,  that  he  ordei^d 
him  to  instant  execution.  The  irritable  spirit  of 
Sir  John  Perrot  was  fired  by  this  conduct;  Hadi^r 
patched  &  peremptory  mandate  to  Bingham>  that 
he  should  desist  from  a}l  hostiliti^  against  thfe  De 
Burghos,  accept  their  submissions,  and  receive  them 
into  the  protection  pf  governn^ant.  The  president 
could  not  disobey,  but  with  becoming  dignity  cpur 
trived  that  the  protections  shoul4  be  the  conse*- 
quence  of  an  humble  application  from  the  inwrr 
gents,  granticd  them  io  bis  own  name,  sealed  them 
with  the  seal  of  his  province ;  and  repairing  t^ 
Dublin  in  spleen  and  discontent,  gave  an  Qoeoouit^ 
|iis  proceedings  to  the  council. 

PEBROr 
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Perrot  expressed  a  violent  disapprobation  of  his 
conduct ;  be  recounted  various  instances  in  nvhich 
the  old  inhabitants  had  been  provoked^  and  forced 
into  insurrections^  by  injustice^  vigor,  and  oppres- 
sion. Bingham  on  the  other  hand,  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  strict  and  severe  government  in  a  disor- 
dered state,  the  restlessness  and  insincerity  of  the  old 
natives,  and  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  governor's  present  indulgence.  Their  alterca- 
tion was  violent;  they  avowed  their  mutual  enmity; 
but  Bingham  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  his 
conduct  and  sentiments  justified  by  the  event.  His 
letters  informed  him  that  the  De  Burghos  had 
risen  again  with  ten -fold  violence,  were  burning  and 
ravaging,  insisted  that  no  sherift*  should  presume  to 
enter  into  their  country,  that  they  should  be  go- 
verned by  a  chieftain,  as  in  ancient  times;  dis- 
claimed the  queen's  government,  and  declared  for 
Spain  and  Rome.  These  letters  he  presented  with 
Ware.  ^  an  insolent  triumph  to  Sir  John  Perrot;  who  now 
resolved  to  march  in  person  against  the  insurgents. 
]3ut  among  other  mortifications  to  which  he  was 
exposed,  one,  and  not  the  least  was,  that  he  couid 
not  engage  in  any  military  expedition  without  the 
assent  of  the  privy  council;  and  this  was  absolutely 
denied.  The  war  was  thus  necessarily  entrusted  to 
Bingham,  and  he  prosecuted  it  with  vigor  and  seve- 
rity. The  hostages  which  the  De  Burghos  had  de« 
livercd  into  bis  hands,  as  a  surety  for  their  adhe- 
rence to  their  late  stipulations,  were  executed  with 
a  cruelty  palliated  by  the  melancholy  plea  of  state 
necessity.  The  insurgents  were  pursued  to  their  re^ 
treats,  and  reduced  to  the  very  point  of  desperati^ 
on,  when  a  body  of  two  thousand  Scottish  rovers 
marched  to  their  assistance.  A  reinforcement  so 
alarming,  determined  Perrot  to  break  through  all 
restraints,  and  to  support  the  queen's  interest,  even 
in  disobedience  to  her  instructions.  Bingham  had 
retreated,  and  the  rebels  confidently  boasted  that 
no  force  could  now  withstand  them.     The  deputy 

there- 
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therefpre  inarched  towards  the  western  province; 
but  befopc  he  could  arrive  at  the  seat  of  commotion^ 
intelligence  was  received^  that  by  a  signal  and  deci- 
sive victory  gained  over  the  Scots^  Bingham  had 
entirely  put  an  end  to  the  rebellion. 

This  victory  was  not  obtained  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  well-affected  clans  both  of  the  Irish  and 
degenerate  English.  In  every  interval  of  tranquil- 
lity^ the  queen  impatiently  endeavoured  to  alleviate 
the  charge  of  her  Irish  government.  Not  consider- 
ing' that  her  enemies  though  reduced^  were  not 
yet  inured  to  obedience^  she  was  ever  ready  to  lessen 
the  number  of  her  insufficient  Irish  forces:  and  at 
this  time  particularly^  recalled  both  men  and  offi- 
cers to  the.  service  of  the  Netherlands.  Some  of 
the  less  reformed  Irish  were 'solicited  to  engage  in 
this  service.  Others,  flying  from  their  dangers  and 
distresses,  or  seduced  by  the  ecclesiastics^  enlisted 
in  the  army  of  Spain.  At  home  the  necessities  of 
state  obliged  the  deputy  to  encourage  those,  who 
were  lately  reclaimed  and  professed  allegiance,  to 
serve  agamst  the  open  enemies  of  government,  so 
as  in  many  places  to  convert  the  old  natives  into  a 
standing  militia,  who  had  been  accustomed  only  to 
assemble  tumuUuously,  at  the  command  of  their 
leaders,  and  after  a  few  days  of  service,  to  return 
to  their  habitations.  Thus  the  secret  enemies  of 
English  power  gradually  learned  the  art  and  use  of 
arms,  both  on  the  continent  and  in  their  own  coun- 
try, at  the  very  time  when  the  English  dominion 
was  exercised  with  a  provoking  severity,  even  in 
its  state  of  weakness. 

In  the  northern  province,  which  had  but  just 
now  professed  to  accept  the  English  polity,  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  was  rendered  detestablq  and 
intolerable  by  the  queen's  officers.      Shisriff's  pur- 
chased their  places;  acted  as  in  Connaught,  with  vvTallop'i 
insolence  and  oppression  ;  spoiled  the  old  inhabi-  Let.  to  B 
tants,  and  obliged  them  to  recur  to  their  native  o^*^'- 
chieftains  for  protection.       As  the  state,  had  no 
Vol.  II.  2  Q  forces 
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forces  in  Ulster,  nothing  but  the  mutual  suspicion 
and  disunion  of  the  Irish  prevented  a  sudden  and 
Tiolent  insurrection.  Grievances  and  dissatisfactions 
were  echoed  from  various  quarters.  As  yet  they 
were  submitted  to  the  deputy.  But  the  great  Irish 
lords  however  they  acknowledged  an  allegiance  to 
the  crown,  were  still  conscious- of  their  ancient  inde-* 
pendence,  and  in  proportion  as  ^government  grew 
less  formidable,  were  the  less  studious  to  dissemble 
their  abhorrence  of  it.  To  encrease  the  turbulence 
of  their  spirits,  and  to  animate  their  hopes  of  inno- 
vation, intelligence  was  daily  spread  by  popish  ec- 
clesiastics of  the  vast  and  terrible  preparations  made 
by  Spain,  to  overwhelm  all  England  at  once,  by 
an  irresistible  invasion.  They  were  encouraged  to 
look  on  Philip  as  their  great  patron  and  deliverer, 
and  to  hold  themselves  ready  for  the  tair  occasion 
of  asserting  the  catholic  cause  and  the  liberty  of 
their  nation.* 

Among  the  northern  lords,  Hugh,  son  to  the 
late  Matthew  baron  of  Dunganiion,  had  acquired 
considerable  weight  and  consequence  by  the  fitvors 
Moryson.  he  had  received  from  government.  Though  his 
®-^"^- ^'person  was  not  striking,  he  yet  possessed  a  vimr 
of  constitution  fitted  for  all  the  severities  of  a  'mili- 
tary life.  Less  respected  in  his  sept  on  account  of 
the  illegitimacy  of  his  descent,  he  entered  early  into 
the  service  of  English  government,  and  in  the  re- 
bellion of  Desmond  was  distinguished  by  his  indus- 
try, activity,  and  valor:  by  an  English  education, 
and  a  constant  intercourse  with  the  state,  he  added 
the  polish  of  English  manners  to  a  temper  naturally 
insinuating  and  subtile :  but  this  refinement  he  could 
easily  disi^uise  among  his  own  people,  and  assume 

all 

*  Candour  oUigea  us  to  acknowledge  that  the  Romish  dei^y  at  this 
period  did  not  uuifornily  concur  in  exciting  the  Irish  to  insurrections. 
'  Sullivan  himself  confesses  (although  it  was  his  business  to  represent 
tlie  religious  zeal  of  his  countrymen  in  the  most  advantageous  point 
of  view)  that  a  considerable  party  among  this  clergy  recommended  u 
dutifiil  submission  to  government,  and  opposed  the  practioei  of  their 
inor«  intemperate  brethren.    Hitit.  Cath.  p.  117«  ^ 
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all  the  port^  and  accommodate  himgelf  to  all  the 
barbarous  manners  of  an  O'Nial.  In  the  parlia- 
ment held  by  Sir  John  Perrot,  he  petitioned,  that 
by  virtue  of  the  royal  -ffrant  to  his  grandfather  earl 
Conn^  to  his  father  and  his  heirs^  he  might  be  ad* 
mitted  to  the  place  and  title  of  earl  of  Tirowen,  as  * 
inrell  as  to  the  inheritance  annexed  to  this  earldom. 
The  title  was  readily  granted ;  but  for  the  inherit- 
ance^ which  by  the  attainder  of  John  O'Nial  was 
vested  in  the  crown,  he  was  referred  to  the  queen's 
pleasure.  He  addressed  himself  to  the  deputy,  aiid 
80  far  prevailed  by  his  insinuating  manners,  and  par- 
ticularly by  promising,  that,  if  restored  to  his  estate, 
a  large  rent  should  be  secured  to  the  crown,  that 
Perrot  sent  him  into  England  with  warm  letters  of 
recommendation,  that  he  might  prefer  his  petition 
to  the  queen.  All  his  powers  of  obsequiousness  and 
flattery  were  employed  to  captivate  Elizabeth.  She 
deigned  to  inten^ogate  him  on  the  state  of  Ireland. 
With  an  appearance  of  the  most  ingenuous  zeal, 
he  lamented  the  unnatural  reluctance  of  his  coun- 
trymen to  order  and  civility,  and  their  barbarous 
prenossesttons  in  favor  of  their  ancient  manners; 
arttully  pleaded  the  necessity  of  strengthening  their 
attachment  to  English  government;  and^*  affecting 
a  particular  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  his  own  ♦ 

district,  implored  her  majesty  to  take  effectual  mea- 
sures for  suppressing  the  name  of  O'Nial,  as  the 
first  step  necessary  for  introducing  He  inestimable 
blessings  of  English  laws  and  manners  into  the  north- 
ern province.     This  artifice  so  wrouffht  upon  theA.  D. 
queen,  that  by  Otters  patent  under  the  great  seal  i' 87. 
of  England,  she  granted  him  both  the  earldom  and 
the  inheritance  annexed  to  it,  without  any  reserva- 
tion of  rent.  It  was  only  provided,  that  the  bounds 
of  Tirowen  should  be  marked  out  explicitly  :   that 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  should  be  reserved  ad- Rot.  Can. 
joining  to  the  river  called  Blackwater,'for  the  use  ofH.  A.  99. 
a  fort  there  to  be  erected;  that  the  new  earl  should^'"'* 
cihallenge  no  autbority  over  the  neighbouring^ lords: 

that 
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that  the  sons  of  John  and  Tirlaugh  O'Nial  should 
have  sufficient  provisions  allotted  to  them:  and  that 
Tirlaugh  should  be  continued  Irish  chieftain  of  Tir- 
owen,  with  a  right  of  superiority  over  Mac-Guirc 
and  O'Cahan^  two  subordinate  lords  (orUriagbts 
as  they  are  called)  of  his  neighbourhood. 

Hugh  now  returned  triumphantly  into  Ireland. 
Mory«pn»  Perrot.  though  offended  that  the  patent  had  not 
ai,C.  1- passed  in  the  usual  channel  of  Irish  affairs,  and  that 
the  rent  had  not  been  reserved,  yet  acquiesced  in 
he  royal  pleasure^  and  received  the  earl  with  suffi- 
cient respect.  In  Tirowen  he  was  considered  as  a 
capital  favorite  of  the  queen;  and  he  took  care  to 
magnify  the  graces  he  had  received,  and  toimpress 
the  rude  inhabitants  vrith  exalted  ideas  of  his  power 
and  consequence.  Tirlaugh,  the  old  chieftain,  not- 
withstanding  the  stipulations  made  in  his  behalfi 
conscious  of  his  own  weakness,  readily  consented  to 
resign  his  authority ;  which,  without  the  title,  na- 
turally devolved  on  the  eari.  Government  now 
found  it  necessary  to  look  to  him  for  assistance  and 
support  against  the  disaffected  of  his  province;  and 
under  the  semblance  of  attachment  to  the  crown,  he 
well  knew  how  to  encrease  his  consequence.  He 
insidiously  proposed  to  keep  six  companies  con- 
stantly on  foot,  re^dy  to  encounter  any  insurgents 
who  might  presume  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  north- 
ern province.  The  proposal  was  incautiously  ac- 
cepted ;  so  that  by  daily  changing  the  men  of  these 
companies,  virhen  they  had  once  learned  the  use  of 
f^rms,  and  substituting  new  untraiped  men  in  their 
places,  he  had  the  opportunity  of  forming  all  the 
inhabitants  of  his  country  to  military  discipline.  At 
the  same  time,  under  pretence  of  building  a  man- 
sion-house, which  was  esteemed  a  bond  of  civility 
and  allegiance,  he  was  permitted  to  transport  to 
Dungannon  a  great  quantity  of  lead,  for  covering 
his  battlements;  all  of  which  he  artfiilly  reserved 
for  some  future  occasion  of  military  service. 
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In  the  mean  thne^  the  power  which  he  ^dually 
assumed  could  not  fail  of  rendering^  him  obnoxious 
to  the  neighbouring  lords.  Mac-Mahon  accused  P?!^^'* 
him  to  the  state^  of  arbitrary  and  oppressive  exac- 
tions.  M ac-Guire  pleaded  his  wrongs  against  them 
both^  and  was  in  turn  accused  of  sinister  practices* 
Tirlaugh  himself  complained  of  depredations  made 
by  the  aspiring  earl.  As  if  he  were  already  vested 
with  the  Irish  chieftainry  of  his  country,  he  gra« 
dually  exercised  more  and  more  authority  over  the 
neighbouring  lords ;  he  secretly  practised  with  the 
Ulster  Scots^  and  sent  them  considerable  reinforce* 
ments  in  their  petty  excursions^  stipulating  to  re« 
ccive  the  like  assistance  from  them^  whenever  he 
should  demand  it:  and  artfully  contriving  to  re- 
concile himself  to  the  sept  of  O'Cahan,  who  had 
experienced  his  oppression,  he  entrusted  them  with 
the  fostering  of  his  son,  that  powerful  bond  of  union  Ibid, 
among  the  native  Irish. 

Scarcely    had    these    suspicious   circumstances  Cox. 
been  reported  to  the  state,  when  intelligence  arriv- 
ed, still  more  alarming,  that  O'Donnel,  the  pow- 
erful chieftain  of  Tirconnel,  had  bidden  defiance  to 
English  government,  and  absohitely  refused  to  ad- 
mit a  sherifT  into  his  district.     On  occasions  like 
this,  such  a  military  force  was  usually  employed  as 
might  terrify  the  disobedient  lord  into  a  temporary 
submission ;  but  the  state  was  now  left  destitute  even 
of  such  a  force.     The  council  at  Dublin  was  in  the 
utmost  perplexity;   provoked  at  the  insolence  of 
O'Donnel,  yet  dreaaing  to  assert  their  authority, 
lest  they  should  kindle  up  a  war  for  which  they 
were  by  no  means  prepared.     Expedients  were  pro- 
posed and  rejected  ;  when  Perfot  in  a  kind  of  tri- 
umph over  the  embarrassment  of  his  counsellors, 
assured  them  that  if  they  would  resign  the  affair 
to  his  conduct  he  made  no  doubt  of  bringing  in 
O'Donnel  or  his  son,  without  any  extraorainary 
charge  ^o  her  majesty^  any  haniird  to  her  sub- 

jects^ 
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jects^  annoyance  to  the  country,  or  interruption  of 
hs  peace. 

Left  to  the  execution  of  his  project^  and  intent 
only  on  present  expediency,  he  proceeded  in  a 
manner  equally  impolitic  and  dishonorable.  A 
merchant  of  Dublin  was  instructed  to  lade  a  ship 
with  Spanish  wines,  and  to  sail  up  by  Donnegat 
into  the  country  of  O'Donncl,  to  expose  his  wines 
to  sale,  to  show  an  extraordinary  courtesy  and  boun« 
ty  to  the  natives,  to  invite,  and  feast  thero  in  his 
ship:  and  if  the  old  chieftain  or  his  son  should  be 

I  prevailed  on  to  come  on  board,  to  entertain  them 
iberally ;  and  when  intoxicated,  to  secure  thero  un* 
der  hatches,  and  to  convey  them  to  Dublin.  The 
pretended  Spanish  merchant  executed  his  commis* 
sion  accurately  and  successfully.  The  rude  inhabi- 
tants  crowded  to  purchase  his  wines,  and  to  pa^ 
take  of  his  liberality.  The  eldest  sou  of  O'Donnel, 
and  two  companions,  accepted  Iiis  invitation  to  ca- 
rouse on  board  of  his  ship :  and  when  they  awaked 
firom  their  debauch,  they  found  tliemselves  pri- 
soners. They  were  deposited  in  the  castle  of  Dub- 
lin ;  and  Perrot  exulted  in  the  easiness  and  success 
with  which  he  had  procured  hostages  for  the  peace- 
able submission  of  O'Donncl. 
Hi'sL  of  His  administration  was  now  drawinji  towards  a 
govern-  conclusion.  Neglected  in  England,  and  denied  the 
5^*  p  support  necessary  for  his  government ;  mortified  in 
'  ^"^various  instances  by  the  queen;  traduced  by  ihe 
unceasing  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  insulted  by 
his  inferiors  at  the  council-board,  he  g^ew  impatient 
to  be  recalled,  and  earnestly  petitioned  Elizabeth 
to  relieve  him  from  a  burden,  which  the  pervcrse- 
ness  of  her  subjects  in  Ireland  of  the  English  race 
had  rendered  utterl v  intolerable ;  and  whom  he  had 
provoked  beyond  all  possibility  of  reconciliation,  by 
restraining  their  oppressions  of  the  ancient  natives. 
'*  I  can  please  your  majesty's  Irish  subjects,"  6»j|J 
he,  '^  better  than  the  English^  who,  I  fear,  wjU 

t(  shortly 
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''  shortly  learn  the  Irish  tuatoms,  sooner  than  the 
''  Jews  did  those  of  the  Heathens.  My  soul  is  a 
''  witness  to  my  Saviour^  this  is  truth  which  your 
''  true  and  faithful  subject  speaketh.  I  am  weary 
"  of  my  place,  but  never  to  serve  your  highness/' 
The  queen  consented  to  appoint  a  successor :  but 
as  the.  Spanish  invasion  was  now  expected,  Perrot 
took  care,  before  the  intelligence  of  his  speedy  d<^ 
parture  was  divulged,  to  summon  anumber  of  lords 
and  chieftains  before  him,  who  might  be  suspected 
of  favoring  a  foreign  enemy.  In  this  time  of  dan- 
ger he  exhorted  them  to  give  the  fullest  assurances 
of  their  peaceable  and  loyal  intentions,  by  deliver^ 
iiig  hostages  to  govempient.  He  convinced  them 
of  the  propriety  of  this  measure;  and  they  ccMir 
scnted.  He  delivered  the  sword  to  Sir  William 
Fitz- William,  declaring  that  he  left  the  kingdom 
in  peace ;  and  that  now,  though  a  private  man,  he 
would  engage  to  bring  in  any  suspected  leader  witb- 
in  twenty  days,  without  violence  or  contest.  He  • 
embarked,  with  the  acclamations,  particularly  of 
the  lower  orders  of  people,  who  had  felt  the  bene- 
fits of  his  a(Jministration.  Old  Tirlaugh  of  Tirowen 
followed  him  to  the  water-side,  bathed  in  tears. 

Sir  William  Fitz-William  assumed  the  reins  of 
government  at  a  favourable  period ;  when  an  inter*- 
val  of  tranquillity  had  diffused  plenty  and  prosperity 
through  the  country ;  when  the  provinces  of  Con- 
naught  and  M unster  were  governed  with  vigor  by 
Sir  Richard  Bingham,  and  Sir  Thomas  Norris  de* 
puty  to  his  brother  John ;  when  the  discontents  and 
secret  practices  of  Ulster  had  not  yet  broken  out 
into  any  violence,  and  might  have  easily  been 
stifled  by  a  moderate  and  equitable  conduct.  But 
the  new  deputy  doth  not  appear  to  have  been  disin- 
terested, or.  even  uncorrupt,  much  less  possessed 
Mrith  liberal  principles  of  policy.  He  is  said  to  have 
solicited  some  reward  for  his  services  in  his  former 
administration,  and  to  have  received  for  answer, 
that  the  stalioa  of  §n  Irish  lord  deputy  was  an  ho- 
norable 
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norable  preferment,  which  should  challenge  no  re- 
ward. In  resuming  the  government,  he  therefore 
resolved  to  take  every  occasion  of  converting  it  to 
fais  own  emolument. 

On  the  defeat  of  the  famous  enterprise  formed 
against  England  by  the  king  of  Spam,  seventeen 
ships  of  the  invincible  Armada,  containing  about 
five  thousand  four  hundred  men,  were  driven  by 
storm  on  the  northern  and  north-western  coasts  of 

Morynou,  Ireland.    They  were  received  by  the  Irish,    who 

RI.C.i.  considered  them  as  their  kinsmen,  with  the  utmost 
kindness  and  hospitality.  And  as  the  incident  served 
to  revive  all  their  prepossessions,  they  naturally  dis- 
coursed with  these  foreigners,  of  their  ancient  gran- 
deur, the  subjection  which  now  oppressed  them,  and 
the  glory  of  rescuing  an  injured  people  from  the 
English  yolce.  They  were  encouraged  in  such  sen- 
timents ;  the  greatness,  the  goodness  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  but  above  all,  his  zeal  for  the  catholic 
cause,  were  magnificently  displayed.  From  him 
they  were  assured  of  receiving  protection  and  sup- 
port; and  exhorted  to  persevere  in  their  laudable 
disaffection  to  an  heretical  government.  The  earl 
of  Tirone  was  suspected  ot  having  entered  into  a 
formal  treaty  with  the  Spaniards,  and  concerted 
dangerous  schemes  for  favoring  a  future  invasion. 
Others  of  the  Irish  lords  avowed  their  attachment 
to  Spain  with  less  reserve.  One  thousand  Spani- 
ards, under  the  command  of  an  officer  called  Anto- 
nio de  Leva,  were  cast  on  the  temtory  of  O'Ruarc, 
the  Irish  chieftain  of  Breffiiey,  and  there  hospitably 

Sallirai.  entertained.  Bingham  prepared  to  attack  them  ; 
the  Irishman  obstmately  opposed  the  attempt :  he 

^^  considered  such  a  troop  according  to  the  ideas  of 
his  countrymen,  as  a  powerful  army,  and  in  con^ 
junction  with  a  neighbouring  chieftain,  urged  An- 
tonio to  stay  in  Ireland,  and  to  declare  war  against 
Elizabeth  ;  representing  the  weak  state  of  her  Irish 
army,  the  vast  assistance  to  be  expected  from  his 
countrymen,  and  the  ease  witfi  which  the  English 
ipower  might  be  overthrown.     The  Spaniard,  who 

possibly 
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possibly  entertahded  no  respectful  opinion  of  his  tiew 
ally,  replied,  that  at  present  ha  was  not  warranled 
to  engage  in  such  an  eiiterprizcj  without  commissiou 
from  nis  royal  master;  but  that  he  should  speedily 
return  with  such  powers  and  such  an  armament,  as 
would  effectually  answer  their  generous  purpose.  He 
embariced :  but  even  in  sight  of  the  Irish  snore,  his 
ship  foundered,  and  the  whole  crew  perished.  Thus 
was  O'Ruarc  abandoned  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
lord  president;  who,  after. some  hostilities,  drove 
him  for  shelter  into  Scotland ;  where  he  was  seized 
by  order  of  the  king,  delivered  to  Elizabeth,  and 
afterwards  executed  in  London  as  a  traitor. 

Im   the    mean    time    reports    were  industriously ^Y^c^i 
conveyed  to  the  lord  deputy,  that  vast  treasures  and   '  ' 
stores  of  various  kinds  had  been  brought  by  the 
Spaniards  into  Ireland,   and  now  lay  secreted  in  the 

{>laces  where  they  had  been  entertained.     Fitz- Wil- 
iam,  fired  with  the  hopes  of  possessing  himself  of 
this  mass  of  wealth,  first  issued  a  commission  for 
searching,  and   securing  it  as  the  property  of  the 
Queen.      His    commission    proved    ineffectual :    he 
therefore  marched  in  person    into  Ulster,    in    the. 
depth  of  winter,  to  the  great  charge  of  the  ^tate, 
and  annoyance  to  the  country,  in  pursuit  of  this 
treasure :  but  whether  his  intelligence  was  false,  or 
his  searches  artfully  evaded,  no  treasure  could  be 
found.     Sir  Owen  Mac-Toole,  father-in-law  to  the 
earl  of  Tirone^  and  Sir  John  O'Dougherty,   were 
represented,  as  having  possessed   themselves  of  a. 
considerable  part  of  these  supposed   stores.    In  the 
vexation   of  disappointment,   Fitz- William    seized 
them^    and   without   any  proof  or  presumption  of 
guilt    conumtted   two  gentlemen,    who  had  done 
services, -and  were  known  to  be  well-affected  to  go- 
vernment, to  close  durance  in  thecastte  of  Dublip.. 
The  first  was  not  enlarged  till  the  severity  of  his. 
Qonfinement  had  reduced  him  to  the  point  w  deatl^ 
The  other,  after  a  restraint  of  two  years,  was  sakl 
to  have  purchased  bis  liberty  by  a  considerable  bribe*. 
Ve*.  U.  a  K  This   ^ 
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'  Vftwficvcre  and  arbitrary  treatment  of  two  per- 
sons, reverenced  amon^  (heir  couiitryniem  was  re- 
l?eived  with  abhorrence.  The  loyal  Irish  trembled 
for  their  own  safety ;  many  repented  of  their  sub* 
missions;  and  the  disaffected  were  confirmed  in 
their  inveteracy.  The  earl  of  Tirone,  whose  con- 
sciousness of  his  own  secret  practices^  served  toalann 
him  the  more,  and  was  regarded  by  the  state  with 
^ff^lonsy  and  suspicion^  determined  to  withdraw  him- 
self from  the  violence  of  Pita-  William^  and  with 
an  affectation  of  dnty  and  loyally  repaired  to  Eng- 
land, to  cast  himself  at  the  feet  of  Elizabeth,  am 
renew  his  assurances  of  attachment  and  fidelity.  He 
Moryson,  had  departed  without  licence  from  the  deputy,  and 
^^^•^•W^s  thei*eforeat  first  restrained  of  his  liberty:  but 
such  was  the  well-dissembled  zeal  of  his  sulmiBsion 
And  humility,  that  the  offence  was  soon  pardoned, 
and  the  earl  admitted  before  the  privy  council,  to 
give  such  assuranciie  of  his  futnre  loyalty  as*  shouU 
be  demanded.  He  agreed  to  find  sureties  for  his 
£-ood  l)ebavior,  with  the  addition  of  hostages  to 
fcd  delivered  to  the  Irish  deputy,  afud  to  1^  el- 
dianged  once  in  three  months.  Tbepvindpal  ar- 
ticles which  he  was  thus  bound  to  peHonii,  were  *• 
continue  loyal  and  peaceable ;  to  renounce  ail  Ii^ 
sovereijfhty  and  Insh  cmtoms^;  and  to  pvomote  the 
ertabfisbment  of  EngK^  taws  and  manners  m  his 
district;  to  give  no  aid  to  the  queen's  enemies;  to 
hoh!  no  correspondence  with  foreign  traitarsr  to 
Tiiaintain  no  monks  or  friars;  not  to  meddle  with 
sph'itiral  livings  ;  to  levy^  no  forces  without  licence 
of  the  state;  to  keep  his  troop  of  fifty  horse  in  A* 
queen's  pay  complete ;  and  to  be  ever  ready  on  t» 
general  hosting  to  attend  the  royal  standard ;  to 
supply  (he  garrison  of  Btackwater  with  provision*  ■' 
a  reasonable  price;  to  impose  no  exactions  bi^b^ 
commission  from  the  state;  and  to  execute  no  crimi- 
nals, but  by  licence  of  martial  law,  Thfe  article* 
which  restrained  him  in  the  exercise  of  Imh  90f^' 
ivfgnty^,  were,  at  his  represcntatioas  of  the  equity  and 
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i»eG»e88it}r  of  it^  ordered  to  be  imposed  on  the  chief- 
tiuns  Of  Us  neighbourhood  also.  He  iv«Mlily  and 
cbeerfiiliy  acquiesced  in  every  requisition ;  and  the 
carl  of  Ormofid  aad  Sir  Christopher  Ho^ton  becamp 
sureties  fcur  his  perfcHmiance. 

ScARCGLY  had  this  accommodatioQ  been  eonclud-^tt^^aa.  - 
•ed^  when  the  sons  of  John  O'Nial,  who  envied  and 
^Ireaded  the  risii^  power  of  Tirone,  made  a  bold 
attempt  to  effect  nis  ruin.  Hugh  a  bastard  son  utf 
Joim^  sumamed  iVe-Gavefoc^e,  orthe^fterec^  from 
the  curcttm^tanoe  of  his  being  bom  iu  the  captivity 
of  his  motber,  was -commissioned  to  repair  to  thecamdeo. 
court  of  England^  and  there  to  accuse  the  earl  ofMoryisoiu 
several  articles  of  treason,  particulsMrly  of  having 
entered  into  secret  negotiations  with  Spain,  by  means 
of  those  Spaniards  who  had  been  jpnipwrecked  ou 
hi.^  coast.  Tirone  affected  to  treat  this  accusation 
With  contempt ;  he  imputed  it  to  the  enmity  which 
his  coiMitrymen  had  conceived  against  him  from 
his  attachment  to  the  t|ueeQ ;  a^  observed,  that 
he,  who  had  advfeed  the  total  suppression  of  the 
name  of  O'Nial,  never  coiild  be  forgiven  by  that 
haughty  sept  Thus  converting  this  charge  into 
a  proof  of  his  n>erits,  he  so  wrought  upon  the  ^ 
council^  that  t^e  accuser  was  neglected,  and  the  earl 
permitted  to  return  to  Ireland,  His  promises  and 
assurances  of  fulfilling  his  engagements  were  renew* 
ed  to  the  lord  deputy ;  but  when  pressed  to  execute 
his  indentures  in  due  form,  he  artfully  replied,  that 
all  hi«  neighbouring  lords  stood  equally  engaged 
with  him,  mid  that  when  they  were  ready  to  appear 
before  the  state,  and  enter  into  the  necessary  seen- 
rilie^»  he  should  be  found  equally  prepared  ;  but  to 
eicecQte  his  indentures  sin<^y,  while  thev  continued 
free,  were  only  to  expose  :hss  country  to  their  lawless 
depredattnns^  and  to  deprive  himself  of  all  power 
fif  defence. 

In  the  menu  time^  the  son  of  O'Donnel,  who  had 
been  seised  by  the  artifice  of  Perrot,  some  of  the 
O'NiaL^  nons  to  John,  and  other  hostages  of  th^ 
nerthVli  lords,    impatient  of  a  dishonorable  and 

severe 
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nevere  captivity  in  tltc  castle  of  Dublin^  contriTed 
^n  escape.     They  first  attempted  to  bribe  their 
keeper^  vvho  disclosed  their  <»ffer  to  the  lord  deputy; 
he  was  instantly  displaced^  and  one  of  his  own  ser- 
▼ants  substituted  in  tiis  room ;  a  circumstance  which 
gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  that  Fitz-WiUiam  himself 
was  not  unacquainted  with  their  design,  nor  averse 
to  favoring  it.    However  this  may  be^  the  hosta^ 
Snninm.  effected  their  escape,  and  some  proceeded  directly, 
Ann/      find  without  any  difficulty  to  tneir  own  country. 
****?      Hugh  O'Donnel,   and  Arthur,   a  youth  of  the  fa- 
mily of  O'Ntal,  being  hotly  ptirsued,   fled  for  im^ 
mediate  shelter  to  some  of  the  Irish  septs  in  the 
neighbourhood  pf  the  capital ;  and  gained  a  miser- 
able retreat,  in  the  dreary  season  of  the  year;  where 
their  friends,  terrified  by  the  queen's  troops,  left 
them  for  some  day9,  to  struggle  with  the  miseries  of 
cold  and  hunger ;  and  when  they  at  length  ventured 
to  their  relief,  found  the  young  O'Nial  expiring 
with  famine,  and  Hugh  O'Donnel  deprived  of  bis 
limbs,  by  the  severity  of  cold,  lamenting  over  his 
companion.     He  was  harboured,  attended,  and  re- 
i^tored.     He  regained  his  country  with  an  implaca- 
ble detestation  pf  the  English  power,  sharpened  by 
the  recollection  of  his  sufferings;   and  was  soon 
after  invested  wkh  the  Irish  chieftainry  of  Tlr- 
connel,  on  the  resignation  of  his  father ;  so  as  to 
be  til  us  enabled  to  give  a  freer  coi)r$e  to  bis  fesentr 
jnent. 

And,  as  if  the  secret  fire  of  disaffection  were  not 
sufficiently  kindled  in  the  northern  province,  Fitz- 
William  by  his  intemperate  conduct   seemed   to 
M^iTBoD,  court  every  occasion  of  inflaming  it.     Mac-Mahon, 
nt«up.     chieftain  of  the  district  called  Monaghan,  hadsur* 
rendered  his  country  held  by  tainstry,  to  the  queen, 
and  received  a  re-grant  thereof,   under  the  broad 
9^1  of  England,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male,  and  iff 
*     de^ult  of  such  heirs,  to  his  brother  Hurii.    As  he 
r  died  without  issue,  this  brother  petitioned  to  bead* 
|Mtt^  tlQ  hi^  inheritance.    He  is  s^id  to  have  prtn 
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mised  a  considerable  bribe  in  order  to  faeBitate  his  ' 
spit :  and  to  his  failure  of  payment  it  was  imputed, 
that  he  was  for  some  days  imprisoned^  on  his  arrival 
at  Dublin.  Fitz- William^  however^  was  prevailed 
upon  to  promise  that  he  would  settle  him  in  peacea*- 
ble  possession  of  his  inheritance^  and  for  this  pur- 
pose that  he  meant  to  go  in  person  into  Monagnan, 
But  scarcely  had  he  arrived  thither^  when  he  eagerly 
received  a  new  accusation  against  Hugh,  that^  two 

! rears  before,  he  had  entered  hostilely  into  a  nei^h- 
)ouring  district,  to  recover  some  rent  due  to  him, 
by  force  of  arms.  In  the  unreformed  parts  of  Ire* 
land,  such  actions  were  common  and  unnoticed ;  but 
the  English  law  declared  them  treasonable.  The 
unhappy  Mac-Mahon,  for  an  offence  committed 
before  tne  law,  which  declared  it  capital,  had  been 
established  in  his  country,  was  tried,  condemned  by 
a  jury  !iaid  to  be  formed  of  private  soldiers,  and 
executed  in  two  days ;  to  the  utter  consternation  of 
his  countrymen.  His  estate  was  distributed  to  Sir 
Henry  Bagnal  and  other  adventurers,  together  with 
four  of  the  old  Irish  sept* 

The  condemnation  of  this  chieftain  confirmed 
the  Irish  in  their  aversion  to  English  polity,  which 
they  considered  as  a  system  of  hateful  tyranny  and 
cruelty.  They  combined  in  a  resolution  of  oppoa* 
ing  the  admission  of  sheriffs  and  other  officers  of 
justice  into  their  respective  counties.  When  Fitz- 
William  intimated  to  the  chieftain  of  Fermanagh 
that  he  intended  to  send  a  sheriff  into  his  district, 
Mac-Guire  answered  with  a  well-affected  simplicity^ Da^». 
— ''  Your  sheriff  shall  be  wdcome :  but  let  me 
**  know  his  erick,  that  if  my  people  should  cut  off 
''his  head,  I  may  levy  it  upon  the  country."*^ 
The  northerns  were  not  yet  ready  to  rise  up  in  open 
opposition  to  English  government,  but  they  were 
industrious  in  concerting  measures  for  this  purpose. 
The  young  chieftain  otTirconnel^  to  encrease  hi8Cam4«^ 
consequence^  married  a  daughter  of  tk^  earl  of 
'firone;  and  thus  were   the   suspicioqs  increased 
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whicb  ibm  «tite  already  «itertaiaed    of  Hm  earl. 
He  had  found  means  to  secure  the  person  of  his  late 
accuser^  Hugh  Ne-GaYelocke ;  and  at  once  to  gra- 
tify  hb  rerenge^  and  to  prerent  all  Ibrther  discovery 
of  his  secret  practices,  he  instantly  coodemned  hira 
to  die  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner.     And  such 
was  the  rev^eiice  paid  to  the  name  of  O'Nial, 
Ihat  no  executioner  could  be  found,  until  a  distant 
county  had  been  nmsacked  for  a  man  to  inflict  this 
sentence.    The  state  ^93  alarmed,  and  the  queen 
highly  offended  at  this  presumptuous  act  of   vio- 
lence.   But  the  earl  pleaded  tnat  he  had  only  ei- 
ercised  his  power  of  martial  law  in  cutting  off  a  no- 
torious traitor.     And  as  he  was  regularly  vested  with 
this  power,  government  could  only  express  its  re- 
ventraent  by  withdrawing  his  commission.  Tiiiaug^ 
O'Nial  complained  of    his  outrages.     Sir   Henry 
Bagnal  accused  him  of  seducing  the  aflectioos  of 
his  sister,  and  mariTiog  her  while  his  former  wife 
was  living.     But  Tirone  who  still  found  it  neces- 
sary to  dissemble,  declared  that  his  alliance  with 
O'Donnel  was  intended  merely  to  keep  him  firm  to 
^^^^       his  allegiance ;  that  the  outrages  which  Tirlaugh  had 
L0tt.V    suffered  were  the  consequences  of  his  own  lawless 
Q.  Elix.    violence ;  that  far  from  seducing  the  sister  of  Sir 
JJ^-J!^™^  Henry  Bagnal,  she  had  ft-eely  consented  to  become 
^^^^'^''his  coasort,  and  that  he  was  equally  at  liberty  to 
accept  her,    as  he  had  been  regularly  divorced  from 
M07SC11L  his  former  wife.  He  accused  his  brother  in-law  of 
usurping  an  authority  in  Ulster,  inconsistent  with 
his  just  rights,  but  at  the  same  time  artAdly  request- 
ed the  lo^s  of  her  majesty's  council  to  prevail  on 
Bl^al  to  be  reconciled  to  niia,  that  they  might  li^^' 
«s  Kinsman  atid  neighbours,  aiul  concur  amicablj^in 
the  service  of  government.    To  give   these  prO' 
fessioHS  a  gneater  air  of  sincerity,  he  admitted  bis 
country  to  be  formed  into  a  shire,  asid  divided  into 
baronies  after  (he  English  model     The  noiibers 
mrovinee,  which  faar^ured  the  anost  pestilent  diw- 
•Bctton,  now  seemed  reduced  sum]  pacified ;  and  ^' 
fwiHDent  fpiind  leisure  to  ftttend  tp  other  districts 
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of  the  island.  A  compoaitioB  for  purveyance  wa» 
established  in  Minster  for  three  years;  and  the 
queen  flaittered  by  finding  every  province  of  Ireland 
at  length  consenting  to  contribute  in  this  manner^  to 
the  augmentation  of  her  revenue. 

But  this  interval  of  tranquillity  was  distinguish- 
ed by  an  eVent  of  still  greater  honor  to  the  queen'a 
government^  and  greater  consequence  to  the  welfare 
of  Ireland^  whose  influence  had  been  happily  ex- 
perienced foralmost  two  centuries^  the  great  source 
of  refinement  and  civility  in  a  country  most  un- 
happily situated;  I  mean  the  foundation  of  the 
Univebsitt  of  Dublin. 

The  first  attempt  made  by  the  English  settlers  Warn, 
to  establish  an  academical  body  in  Irebnd^  was  by 
Lech,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  in  the  year  131  J. 
He  procured  a  bull  firom  Rome  for  the  erection  of 
an  university  in  Dublin ;  a  project  which  ended  with 
his  death.  The  second  has.  been  already  taken  no* 
lice  of,  that  of  his  successor  Bricknor,  hnmediateiy 
after  the  Scottish  war,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  tber 
second:  which,  though  with  dimcuhy  supported 
for  the  apace  of  thirty-eig:ht  years,  yet  wa&  iioC 
entirely  forgotten,  but  retained*  Hs  naive  at  leasts 
even  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  seventh.  In  that 
of  Edward  the  fourth^  it  was  enacted  by  an  Irish 
parliament  in  the  year  1465,  that  am  luuvenilir 
should  be  established  in  the  town  of  Dre^hedW,  witnr 
the  same  liberties  and  privileges  empy-ed  b^  (hat  of 
Oxford.  Bui  this  like  otner  act9  of  Irish  legidatioo^ 
was  totally  disregarded  and  forgotten  ki  the  tmBultr 
of  civil  onahrs. 

From  the  first  beginnings  of  the  ReCbrmation* 
the  dtfficuUiea  of  finding  pasborsy  the  negligenceibi^ 
of  governors  in  affairs  of  religion:,  and  the  0ppo«* 
silion  given  to  every  attempt  ta  provide  for  the 
instruction  of  the  people  and  the  real  establishment 
of  the  reformed  faith  and  worshfp,  gradually  ren 
4uced  the  church  of  Ireland  to  a.  stabo  of  desola-- 
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^on*.     And  as  the  power  of  (he  cro^ti  of  Eng- 
laxd  grew  firmer  and  more  extended^  serious  incn 

naturally 

*  Fixna  Sp«icer*8  deacriplion  of  the  slate  of  the  Irish  church  some 
(ime  after  the  ^utabtishment  of  the  aniversitv*  it  appears  that  no  essen- 
tial improvemeot,  had  been  made  in  it^  from  the  time  of  Sir  Henry 
Sydney's  administFation.  The  following  letter,  therefore,  wntteo  by 
this  statesman  to  queen  Elizabeth  is  here  inserted,  as  an  accurate,  liveiy, 
and  authentic  account  of  the  scandalous  and  miserable  eoodition  of 
(he  eoctesiastical  state  of  Ireland  at  this  period. 

Sir  Ilenry  Sydney  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

May  U  jdease  your  mosi  excellent  majeHie^ 

I  hare  in  fower  several  discoursies,  addressed  vnio  the  lordes  of  your 
highness  roost  honourable  councell,  certified  theiin  bo  we  I  fbunde  this 
your  highness  realrae,  at  myne  arryval  into  tlie  same;  and  what  I  have 
,  aeene,  and  vnderstand  by  my  travdl  theise  sixe  hist  monethes,  in  whiche 
I  have  passid  thorough  eche  province,  and  have  bene  almost  io  ecbe 
couutye  thereof;  The  whiche  1  would  not  sende  to  your  most  excel- 
lent majestie,  immediatlye  to  be  reade  by  the  same;  least  they  should 
have  seamed  to  tedious,  partleye  thorough  the  ciuantitie  of  the  matter, 
but  chiefely  thoroughe  the  bad  delivery  thereof,  by  my  pen;  not  doubt- 
ing but  your  majestie  is  by  this  tyme  advertized  gf  the  uiateriull 
pomtes  conteined  in  them. 

And  nowe,  most  dear  mistres,  and  most  honored  sovereigae,  I  soyli* 
•ddresse  to  you,  as  to  the  onelye  sovereigne  save  gever,  to  thin  your 
•ore  and  sicke  realme,  the  lamentable  estate  of  the  moit  noble  and 
principall  lym  thereof  the  church  I  meane,  as  fowle,  deformed,  and  a« 
cruelt^e  crushed,  as  anyother  parte  thereof;  by  your  onelye  gratious  and 
relygious  order  to  be  cured,  or  at  least  amended :  1  would  not  have 
belied,  had  I  not  for  a  great  parte,  viewed  the  same,  throughout  die 
whole  realme,  and  was  advertized  of  the  perticuler  estate  of  ecLe 
church,  in  the  bishoppricke  of  Mtilhe  (being  the  best  inhabited  coun- 
trie  of  all  this  realme)  by  the  honest,  zealous  and  learned  bishopp  ot 
tfie  same,  Mr.  HtfgA  firuu^ve,  a  godlye  minister  of  the  gospeD,  and  i^ 
servaunt  to  your  highnes,  who  went  from  churche  to  churce  hyin  selie, 
and  found,  that  there  are  within  his  dioces  2^4  parishe  churches,  of 
which  nomber  105  are  impropriated  to  sondrie  poss^essionss,  nowe  of 
.:  Yomx  highnes,  and  all  leased  out  for  yeares,  or  in  see  farme,  to  several 
fannorsy  and  great  gayne  reaped  out  of  theim  above  tlie  rent,  which 
your  majestie  receivothe;  no  parson  or  vicar,  resident  vpon  any  or 
theim,  and  a  verye  simple,  or  soarye  curat,  for  the  most  part  apoiated 
tp  MTve  thenr;   amonge  which  nomber  of  curatts^  onelye  eightene 

were 
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natwallv  twned  their  thoughts  to  remeilyiiii^. 

dreadful  evil.     The  obvious    and    most  ^ectual 


muans 


were  feunde  able  to  speake  EngUsht ;  the  rest  Iriik^  preists,  or  rather 
Irisheroges,  havinge  verye  little  iiSttia,  lesae  learninge^  or  cyviiitie:  all 
^se  Kve  upon  the  bare  alteragi»  (as  they  tearme  therti)  which  God 
knoweth  are  vaye  small,  aad  were  woot  to  l^^e  vpon  theeajfiie  of  masses, 
dirges,  shryvings,  andsoch  lyke  tromperye,  gcxxilye  abolished  by  your 
majestie :  no  one  howse  standinge  for  any  of  theiin  to  dwell  in.  In  maoey 
places,  the  very  walles  of  the  churches  doune;  verye  fewe  chauncella 
covered,  wyndowes  and  dores  ruyned,  or  spoyled :  There  are  b*i  other 
parishe  churches  in  the  same  dioces,  who  have  viccars  indued  vpon  theim, 
Detter  served  and  maynteined  then  the  other,  yet  but  badlye. '  There  are 
63  parishe  churdies  more,  residue  of  the  first  nomber  of  9^4,  which 
perteine  to  dyvers  perticular  lordes,  and  these  though  in  better  estate, 
than  the  rest  commonlye  are,  yet  farre  from  we|l.  If  this  be  theeatate 
of  the  churche,  in  thebest  peopled  dyoces,  and  best  governed  countrie, 
of  this  your  realme  (as  in  troth  it  is:)  easye  it  is  for  your  majestie  \a 
conjecture,  in  what  case  the  rest  is,  where  little  or  no  reformation,  either 
of  religion  or  manners,  hath  vet  bene  planted,  and  contynued  amonga 
theiroe ;  yea,  so  profane  and  heathenishe  are  some  partes  of  this  your 
GOUDtrie  beoomme,  as  it  bathe  bene  preached  publikelye  before  me^  that 
the  sacrament  of  baptisme  is  not  vseci  amouge  tlieim,  and  trewlye  I  beleva 
it :  if  I  should  write  vnto  your  majestie,  what  spoyle  hath  bene,  and  is 
of  the  archbisshoppncks,  whereof  there  arefower,  and  of  bisshoppricka, 
whereof  there  are  above  thirtie,  partelye  by  the  prelatts  theim  selves, 
partelye  by  the  potentates,  their  noysome  neighboni,  I  should  mal^e  too 
longe  a  lybell  of  this  my  lettre:  but  your  majentie  may  beleve  it,  that 
vpon  the  face  of  the  earthe, .  wh^e  Christ  is  professed,  there  is  not  ^ 
churche  in  so  myserable  a  case :  the  miserye  of*  whiche  ix>nsistethe  in 
thiese  three  particulars,  the  ruyne  of  the  verye  temples  theim  twelves ;  tiie 
want  of  good  mynisters  to  serve  in  theim,  When  they  shall  be  reedified  ; 
competent  ly  vinge  for  the  m/nisters,  beinge  welt  chosen.  For  the  ir^t, 
let  it  lyke  your  most  gratious  majestie  to  write  earnestiye  lo  me,  and  to 
whom  eia,  it  may  best  pleasa  you,  to  examyne  in  whome  the  fault  ia, 
that  the  churches  are  so  ruynous :  if  it  be  founds  in  the  couotrie  or  fer- 
mon,  to  compell  theim  spedilye  to  goe  about  the  amendement  of  theiin 
^the  iawlt,'  for  the  churotoes  of  your  highnes  inheritaunce,  be  not  in  the 
fermoTB^  nor  they  bound  to  repaidr  theim  (aiid  the  most  rayned  of  theim 
aresocha  as.  are  of  your  possession)  it  may  like  you,  to  gra^iot  warraunt 
that  some  porciOn  may  yerelye,  of  the  revenue  of  everye  parsonadge,  bfi 
bestowed  on  Uw  churcbe  of  the  same. 
Vob  U.  9  8  F«r 
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m€ah8  was  that  of  oualifyine  the  inhabitants  to 
beconft«  ministers  of  the  gospel,  se  as  not  to  be  ob- 
liged  to  a  few  unqualified  pastors  reluctantly  dragged 

from 


Po)  the  second  and  tftird ;  which  is,  thM  good  ministers  mougbt  ie 
founde  to  occupie  the  places,  and  they  made  able  to  ly  ve  in  theim ;  in 
ehoyce  of  which  minitfterst  for  the  remote  places,  where  the  En^tisU 
founge  is  not  vndenitood,  it  is  most  neeessarie  that  soche  be  chosen  u 
can  spetike  JmAe,  for  wbiche  searche  would  be  made  first,  and  speditye^ 
in  your  owue  vniveraitios  ;  and  any  found  tbere  weil  affected  in  religion« 
nod  well  conditioned  beside,  they  would  be  sent  hetber  animated  by  your 
tnajestie ;  yea,  though  it  were  somewhat  to  your  highnes  chardge ;  aod 
on  perrilt  of  my  lifTe,  you  shall  fynde  it  retorned  with  gayne,  before  three 
yeres  be  expired ;  if  there  be  no  soche  there,  or  not  inoiigb  (for  I  wish 
leneor  twelve  at  the  least)  to  be  sent,  who  might  be  placed  in  offices  of 
dignitie  in  the  churche,  in  remote  places  of  this  realme  then  I  do  wishe, 
(but  this  most  bvmblye  vnder  your  highnes  correction,)  that  yon  would 
write  to  the  regent  ot  ScfMtmde,  where,  as  I  leame,  there  are  maoey  of 
Iho  reformed  churche,  that  are  of  this  language,  that  he  would  prefer  to 
your  highnes  so  maney  as  shall  seme  good  to  you  to  demaunde,  ot  hoaes^ 
selotts,  and  learned .  men,  and  that  could  speake  this  langnge ;  and 
though  for  a  whyle  your  majestie  were  at  some  chardge,  it  were  well  be* 
stowed,  for,  in  shorfe  tyme,  theire  owne  preferments  would  be  abteto  suf« 
lice  theim  ;  and  in  the  meune  tyme,  thowsands  would  be  gayned  to  Ckriit, 
that  nowe  are  lost,  or  lelt  at  the  woorsi :  And  for  the  mmisterie  fif  ^ 
churches  of  the  English  pale  of  your  owne  inheritaunce,  be  coo  tented, 
most  vertuous  queue,  that  some  convenient  porcion  for  a  minister  may  be 
allowed  to  hym,  out  of  the  fannors  rents;  it  will  not  be  moch  loase  to 
you,  in  your  revenue,  but  gayne  otherwise  ine^itimable,  and  yet  the  decay 
of  your  rent  but  for  a  while ;  for,  the  yeares  once  expired  of  the  leasei 
alreadye  jaunted,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  to  be  graunted  to  the 
chijrcbe  will  be  recovered  with  encremse. 

I  wishe,  and  most  humblye  beaeache  your  maieatie,  that  thers  nay 
be  three  or  fower,  grave,  learned,  and  venerable  paraonagies  of  the 
«lergye  there,  be  sent  hether,  who  in  short  space,  being  here,  woaU 
ccvisitilye  perceive  tiie  iuoruiityes  of  this  orertbrowene  chuidie,  and 
easefve  prcscrilie  orders,  tor  tiie  repaier  and  vptwldinge  of  the  sa0«» 
wfaidie  1  hope  God  would  confirme ;  and  I  find  no  diificultieb  hut  that 
your  oiHcer  liere  ii.iglit  execute  the  same ;  cawse  the  bisahowps  of  that^ 
your  realme,  to  vndertake  this  apostleshipp,  and  that  upon  loeir  owne 
chardgies :  They  be  ritcbe  enough^,  and  if  either  they  be  (bankeAilIt^ 
youf  ntajestie,  for  your  immenee  bounty  done  to  theim,  or  «ealou»  » 
increase  Ctie  chhylv^n  flocke,  they  will  not  refuce.  lhi«  honorable  ao" 
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from  sDoliier  country.  Iq  the  parliamea);  of  1569, 
it  ¥ras  moved  to  re-establish  the  university  onoe 
erected  in  the  church  of  saint  Patrick,  and  to  sup- 

Sort  it  by  voluntary  contributions.  Sir  Henry 
ydney,  a  man  of  piety,  and  sincerely  zealous  for 
the  reformation  ot  Ireland,  countenanced  the 
design,  and  oifered  considerable  assistance.  The 
scheme  was  communicated  to  the  lords  of  the  coun- 
cil in  England,  with  an  earnest  supplication  that  the 
queen  would  be  pleased  to  favor  it  vrith  her  boun- 
teous liberality;  but  whether  the  subsequent  dis- 
orders in  Ireland,  or  the  queen's  cares  and  alarms 
in  England  prevented  the  further  prosecution  of 
this  design,  the  next  attempt  was  reserved  for  the 
enterprizing  genius  of  Sir  Jonn  Perrot. 

Tub  purpose  of  this  governor  was  to  erect  two 
coUeses  (both  in  Dublin)  on  the  dissolutioq  of  thePemt*! 
cathedral  of  saiot  Patrick:  which,  as  he  observed, ^'^^ 
was  held  in  more  superstitious  reverence  than  the 

other, 

rdigiotts  travail;  and  I  will  mdarUkfr  tlietr  gaydinge  and  gardingtt 
hoQorablye,  and  safalye  from  place  to  place ;  the  great  desier  that  I  have* 
to  have  loche  from  thence,  it,  for  that  I  hope  to  fynde  tbeim,  not  onely 
grave  in  iadgement,  but  voyd  of  afledion* 

I  moat  hamWy  bewaaheyour  miyeity  toacoept  theise  my  rude  lettres, 
as  fygures  of  a  zealous  mynde  for  reformation  of  this  your  churche  and  . 
countrie:  wherein  me  tbinkeih  I  woorke  waywardlye,  when  the  latter  ia 
preferred  before  the  former.  When  T  had  thus  come  to  an  ende  of  thia 
my  eriU  scriblui  lettre,  and  beheld  the  illegiable  lynes,  and  ragged  Wttiea 
ot  myne  owne  staggering  hand,  I  was  amamed  to  suffer  the  aanw  to  be 
peat  to  your  majesties  but  made  my  man  to  write  it  out  agayne ;  for  whidM 
I  most  humblye  crave  pardon,  as  for  the  rest  of  this  my  tedious  petidon. 
'  And  thus,  from  die  Ixmome  of  my  harte,  wishing  to  your  miyeatie  the 
feage  ooBtyiiuau&oeof  your  most  prosperous  and  godly  reigne  over  f  a» 
your  vfuoeX  happie  tubiectes ;  as  a  moat  faythful  and  obedient  s^rraiiat,  I 
ncommend  myself,  and  service,  to  your  moat  excellent  majestie.  From 
jour  Wghnes  castril  oif  DuNin^  this  xxviiith  of  April,  157S. 

Y^Nir  mipeBtiea  fcylbfuH,  htti»U%  and 

obaduumt  Mmnt 

H.  SYDNET. 
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other,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  dissolved.  The 
building  he  proposed  to  convert  into  courts  of  hw, 
and  the  annual  revenues  amounting,  as  vfas  com- 
puted, to  four  thousand  marks^  he  intended  as  an 
endowment  for  each  seminary,  of  one  thousand 
pounds  yearly ;  the  residue  to  be  employed  in  re- 
paration of  the  church,  or  augmentation  of  the 
revenues  of  tlie  other  cathedral.  But  thi^  scheme 
was  violefitly  opposed  by  Loftus,  archbishop  of 
Dublin,  who  was  particularly  interested  in  the  livings 
of  this  church,  by  leases  and  estates^  which  he  h«l 
procured  for  himself  and  his  kinsmen.  His 
naughty  spirit  encountering  with  that  of  Perrot, 
soon  enflamed  his  opposition  into  a  rancorous  and 
violent  animosity,  which  the  queen  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  allay  by  her  letters.  The  prelate,  on  the 
recal  and  ruin  of  his  antagonist^  determined  to  shew, 
that  although  he  disi^pproved  of  the  particular 
scheme  suggested  by  Perrot,  he  was  rdally  a  zealous 
firiend  to  the  establishment  of  a  seminary  of  learn- 
ing, so  as  to  diffuse  knowledge  and  civility  through 
the  kingdom.  The  monastery  of  Ali-hallows, 
erected  by  Dermod  Mac-Murchad,  king  of  Lein- 
ster,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  near  to  tl\e 
south-eastern  shore,  was  considered  as  a  proper  si- 
tuation for  this  purpose :  on  the  dissolution  of  relir 
gious  houses,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  the 
scite  of  this  monastery  had  been  vested  iu  the 
mayor  and  citizens  of  Dublin ;  and  to  these  the 
prelate  applied  with  zeal  and  assiduity. 

In  two  speeches,  which  Loftus  liked  so  well  as 
to  preserve,  he  informed  them  of  the  queen's  gra- 
cious intentions- to  erect  an  upiversity  of  good  \iiet»c 
ture  in  Ireland;  he  expatiated  oh  the  advantages 
which  they  in  particular  must  derive  from  such  a 
society  established  in  their  neigbourhood,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  grant  the  ground  necessary  for  thi^ 
purpose:  "An  act,"  saith  the  prelate,  ''of  good 
''  acceptance  with" God,  of  great  reward  hereafter, 
"  and  of  honor  and  adinntage  to  yourselves,  aoa 
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''  more  to  yotir  learned  oflbpring  in  the  future;' 
**  where,  by  the  help  of  leamiof  /  th^jr  may  build 
"  your  families  some  stories  hig^her  than  they  are^ 
''  by  their  advancement  either  in  the  church  or 
*^  commonwealth."    Such  were  tb«  prospects  with 

which  tiie  citiaens  were  tben  flattered  :  *         ^ 

«       «       «       «       «       «.«       «       «       «. 

The  proposal  was  embraced^  and  the  monastery, 
with  its  precincts,  freely  granted  them.  The  queen 
was  now  solicited  for  her  royal  charter,  and  a  moit- 
main  licence  for  the  land  granted  by  the  city. 
Henry  Usher,  and  Lucas  Challoner,  two  men  des^ 
tin^  to  be  members  of  this  new  community,  were 
made  the  agents  of  this  soliciCation,  and  soon  rp« 
turned  with  a  warrant  for  a  license  to  pass  the  seak, 
dated  the  29th  day  of  December,  1591,  for  the 
incorporation  of  an  university,  with  a  power  of  hold- 
ing the  granted  lands,  and  any  others  that  might  be 
obtained,  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  pounds 
yearly  value.  This  was  followed  by  a  regular 
charter,  by  which  the  college  was  erected  as  mother 
of  an  university,  by  the  style  of  The  College  or 
THB  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity  op  Queeii 
Elizabeth,  near  Dublin;  To  consist  of  a  pro* 
vost  (Adam  Loftus,  archbishop  of  Dublin)  three 
fellows  in  the  name  of  more,  (Henry  Utsher,  Lucas 
Challoner,  and  Launcelot  Moyne,)  and  three  scho* 
larsalsoin  the  nameof  more,  (Henry  Lee,  WillianL 
Daniel,  and  Stephen  White.)  Cecil,  lord  Burleigh^ 
was  named  in  the  charter  first  chancellor,  and  all 
future  elections  into  this  office  vested  in  the  provost 
and  fellows.  The  fellows  were  empowered  to  elect 
their  provost ;  they  were  to  hold  their  station  for 
seven  years  only  ;  and  the  society  to  be  visited  by 
the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  bishop  of  Meath,  vice* 
treasurer,  treasurer  at  war,  chief  justice,  and  tho 
mavor  of  Dublin, 

A  FUND  was  now  to  be  provided  for  buildinga 
and  other  charges  attending  this  infant  society. 
>Ai^  i^ierefore,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1591,  tho 
|Q!nr^puty  Fita;->Villia(n^  find  the  privy  coundl. 

issued 
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MNitd  eitfctiUur  letters  to  the  priedpal  ^atlenen  in 
evwv  barony  pf  the  kingdom,  entrealmg  their  be- 
neircrieot  oontributions :  and  although  Uie  destgo 
bad  to  struggle  with  the  poverty  of  the  kin|[dom, 
and  the  rdudance  of  the  popish  (Mtrty,  yet  au  tivo 
days  after,  the  first  stone  pi  tne  buildings  wss  laid; 
and  on  the  ninth  day  of  January,  1593,  the  students 
.  ^rere  admitted.  Langnishine  for  a  while  undar  the 
oppressions  of  the  time,  and  frustrated  of  the  bene* 
fits  of  its  grants  by  the  wars  of  Ulster,  the  society 
grew  in  danger  ot  an  untimely  dissolution:  but 
cherished  on  the  other  hand  by  the  care  and  bounty 
of  the  queen,  it  struck  its  roots  securely  amidst  the 
{MiUic  storms,  and  cultivated  as  it  was  by  succeeding 
princes,  rose  to  a  degree  of  confleottence.and  splen- 
dor infintely  disproportioned  to  its  nist  befritmiDgs. 
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CHAP.     IT- 


£!arl  (^  Tirone  suspected •  •>•  .Accused  by  Bagnut* . .  .Par* 
iialiijf  o/FitZ'  William .  •  « .Affected  loyaHjf  of  Tirone.  •  « . 
He  provokes   his  countrymen  •  •  •  •  Assumes  the  title  qf 
O^Nial.  •  •  tRussel  lord  deputjf^  •  •  .Amused  hy  Tirone^ 

•  •  •  •  Success  and  cruelties  of  the  Irish  in  Ulster  and  Con* 
naught* . .  •  Sir  John  Norris  sent  into  Ireland  to  command 
the  Queen* s  forces. . .  .Hostilities  of  Tirone.  •  •  .His  dan* 
ger  and  address. . . .  The  Queen  directs  a  conference  with 
the  Northerns. . .  .They  condescend  to  a  short  truce. .  • 
Spirit  of  rebellion  extended  to  Leinster  and  Munster. . .  • 
^Distress  of  Norris. ..  .Fruitless  expedition  against  the 
Northerns. . . .  Their  terror ^  their  parley,  and  submission. 

•  . ..  Thej/  repent  of  their  treaty. .  •  .Are  encouraged  by 
Spain. . .  .Norris  engaged  in  Connaught, . .  .Recalled  to 
the  North  by  the  hostilities  of  Tirone. . .  .Affected  submit^ 
sion  of  this  earU .  « .Condescensions  of  the  Queen  •  •  •  •/ir« 
solcnce  of  Tyrone. . .  .Disgrace  and  death  of  Norris.  •  «  • 
JLord  Burgh  chief  governor. . .  .Pursues  the  war  with 
^gor.  %  •  •  His  sudden  death. . . .  Ormond  commander  ofilke 
army. . .  .His  convenes  with  Tirone. . .  .Their  accom^ 
tnodation. . .  .Irish  rebels  encouraged  by  the  Queen'* s  con^ 
duct.. .  .Hostilities  renewed. . .  •  Battle  ofBtackwater.. . . 
Consequences  qfihk  action. . .  .Insolence  of  the  disaffkded^ 
emd  distress  of  the  royalists. . .  .E^rl  of  Essex  lard-lieu^ 
ienant. . .  .His  formidable  army. . « •  The  rebels  still un'- 
dismayed. . .  .Conduct  of  Essex. . .  .His  representations 
io  the  Queen. « •  .He  is  reinforced. . .  .Prepares  to  march 
egdlnst  the  Notihems ....  Defiat  and  death  of  Sir  Conyers 
Clifford. . . .  Earl  of  Essex  confers  with  Tirone. . . .  Their 
interview . . .  .A  truce  granted  to  the  Northerns . .. .  Eliza' 
beth  alarmed. . .  Essex  inoemed. .  •  His  precipitate  depar" 
ture  and  appearance  befbrt  the  Queen • . .  .Irish  insurgents 
elevated. . .  .Assisttd  by  Spain. . .  .Encouraged  by  the 
pope. . .  .His  present  to  Tirone. . . .  The  truce  broken  by 

this* 
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this  earl.  •  •  •.Applicaiions  io  Rome*  •.  •A  hull  in  favor  rf 
the  Irish  insurgents. « •  •  Their  jnmer. .  • .  The  Kcaknesf 
of  gooemmeni. . . .  Tirmie  prmtHees  in  Musuter. . .  •Adi* 
sMjf  of  the  earl  of  Ormonde     .    . 

A.  D.       *  1  H  EJ  spirit  of  disaJfTection  which  had  bv  this 
1594.      time  possessed  most  of  the  northern  Irish,  altnough 

it  had  not  yet  broken  out  into*  any  considerable  acts 
of  violence,  yet  could  not  be  entirely  concealed  from 
the  vigilance  of  tfoVeniment.  The  conduct  of  Ti- 
rone  in  particular  had  in  many  instances  appeared 
Moryson,  ^qwivocat  and  highly  suspicious.     Sir  Henry  Bag- 

B.  I.  a  L  nal,  now  his  mortal  enemy,  had  received  soch  in- 
p>  ^*      formations  as  he  deemed  sufficient  ground  for  a  for« 

ixial  impeachment  of  this  earl.  He  exhibited  several 
JEurHcles  of  treason  against  him  to  the  council,  iwbich 
were  fieivourably  received.  Tiroae  answered  by 
letter,  to  the  points  alleged.  Biit  Pitz-William, 
forgetting  the  mgenuousness  and  impartiality  of  a 

{rood  governor,  transmitted  the  accusation  to  Eog- 
and  ;  but  suppressed  the  reply. 


lb,  p.  M,  '^  ^^®  mean  time  a  creature  of  the  lord-deputjr, 
f9l  who  had  ventured  to  exercise  the  office  of  sheriff  m 
Fermanagh,  proceeded  in  the  usual  way  of  spoil* 
ing  and  oppressing  the  wretched  inhabitants,  ivith 
his  rapacious  tram  of  followers.  Magwire,  the 
Irish  chieftain  of  this  district,  was  so  provoked, 
that  he  rose  up  in  arms,  and  was  od  the  noiut 
of  cutting  off  the  sheriff  with  all  his  attendants, 
•when   TironQ    interposed,    and   with  an  affect^ 

solici- 

*  Tbeaffiiirs  of  Ireland  from. this,  period  to  tbo  dmtli  of  qapen 
Elizabeth,  are  so  exactly  recoanted  by  co-t0mporary  writera,  aod 
actors  in  tlie  scene,  that  it  would  require  a  distinct  work  to  follow  thm 
'  through  every  step  of  the  detail.  But  this  is  a  labour  to  be  imposed 
neither  on  the  writer  nor  the  reader.  Incidents,  however  inten»ting^ 
ft  l(»tl*deputy  or  lord-president  «f  those  tiniss,  are  at  this  day  redur^ 
IQ  their  strict  and  just  value.  Nor  can  it  t^e  imputed  to  any  imt  oc 
aortiracy  in  an  historian  that  he  dofh  not  display  them  in  all  their  di^ 
gosting  rainuteoaas  and  insignificance. 
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soUcitude  for  their  safety,  prevailed  on  his  cofintry- 
man    to  allow  them  a  peaceable  departure.     Ho 
knew  bow  to  dbplay  this  service  in  England ;  and 
thither  he  instantly  transmitted  the  most  pathetic 
cot^plaints  of  the  lord-deputy's  partiality,  and  the 
iniquity  of  Bagnal.     To  every  article  on  which  he  Lee*s 
was- accused,  he  sent  a  plausible  reply,  offering  even  }f%!? 
to  appear  in  England,  and  there  defend  his  canse,  ^ig^  '^ 
or  to  maintain  his  innocence  in  single  combat  with 
his  adversary;  and  so  wrought  upon  the  lords  of 
the  English  council,   that  they  declared  themselves 
fully  satisfied  with  bis  defence,  commended  his  con- 
duct in  Fermanagh,    and  reproved  the  lord-deputy 
for  his  partiality. 

The  earl  soon  found  another  occasion  of  display- 
ing his  pretended  loyalty.     The  outrage  committed  Morys.  p. 
by  Magwire,  determined  the  lord-deputy  and  coun-  ^^' 
cil  tp  oppose  him  as  a  traitor.     Bagnal  was  ordered    * 
with  some  troops   to  attack   him  in  Fermanagh; 
Bingham  led  the  queen's  forces  to  oppose  his  ma- 
chinations in  Connaught,  whither  he  proceeded  at 
the  inst%ation  of  one  Macguaran,  a  factious  eccle- 
siastic,   whom  the  pope  had  invested  with  the  title 
of  prelate  of  Armagh ;  there  gained  some  associates, 
and  excited  some  commotions,  by  means  of  a  com- 
mission which  Macguaran  pretended  from  the  king 
of  Spain  ;  and  the  assurances  which  he  lavished  of  an 
immediate  and  effectual  support  from  this  monarch. 
Bingham  pressed  on  the  insurgents  with  vigor.    In' 
the  first  encounter  the  turbulent  priest  was  killed, 
and  Macwire  driven  into  his  own  territory.    Here 
the  chieftain  of  Tirconnel,  wit^i  some  mercenary 
.  Scots,  united  with  him  against  the  English.     The 
earl  of  Tirone,  with  all  the  alacrity  of  a  faithful 
subject,  joined  the  standard  of  Bagnal ;  and  in  ati 
action  in  which  the  Irish  associates  were  defeated, 
distinguished  himself  with  such  zeal,   that  he  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  the  thigh.     Yet  with    all  this 
appearance  pf  loyalty^his  countrymen  acfcuowled/^e. 
Vol.  II.  '     '      »T  that 
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SulKyan.  tJbat  he  DOW  held  'a  9ecrct  correspondence  with  the 
^^\'  enemy :  and  such  was  his  consciousness  of  euilt, 
i^'  ^*  or  bis  pretended  fears  of  Ba^al,  that  he  suddenly 
withdrew  from  the  camp,  without  takings  any  for- 
tijer  part  in  this  petty  ^ar.  Enniskillen,  the  chief 
fortress  of  Ma^ire^  was  taken,  or^  as  the  Irish 
writers  allege^  was  betrayed  to  Sir  Richard  Bing- 
ham. But  no  sooner  had  an  English  garrison  been 
stationed  there  and  the  rest  of  the  queen's  forces 
withdrawn^  than  it  was  again  closely  inyestedby 
O'Donnel.  This  chieftain^  with  less  insidious  cau- 
tion than  TirottCj  openly  declared  hotilities  against 
the  English^  sent  one  of  the  popish  bishops  into 
Spain  to  solicit  assistance  from  Philip;  and  pro- 
voked to  impatience  at  the  duplicity  of  the  earl^ 
declared  that  he  should  consider  him  as  an  enemy, 
if  he  dela][ed  any  longer  to  unite  with  his  country- 
H,  men.      This  precipitation  little  suited  with  the  wily 

194.  policy  of  Tirone.  He  would  willingly  have  waited 
the  arrival  of  a  powerful  foreign  succour,  to  ^ve 
force  and  consequence  to  their  insurrection.  To  pa- 
cify the  chieftain  of  Tirconnel^  his  brother  Cormac 
O'Nial  marched  with  some  troopa  to  his  assistance. 
But  however  cautiously  this  earl  avoided  a  pre- 
mature declaration  a^inst  Elnfi^lish  government; 
yet  new  incidents  obliged  him^  for  his  own  interest 
aad  security^  to  give  some  forther  offence.  Tir- 
laugh,  who  had  so  long  enjoyed  the  Irish  diieftainry 
of  Tirone  by  permission  of  thd  state^  was  now  ap- 
proaching to  nis  dissolution.  The  earl  knew  too 
well  the  consequence  of  succeeding  to  a  title  which 
commanded  an  habitual  reverence  and  obediende  in 
Morts.  B.his  coaiitry.  His  only  rivals  were  the  sons  of  the 
1-  p-  ^  late  John  O'Nial,  who  had  been  suf^red  to  escape 
from  the  castle  of  Dublin.  These  he  contrived  to 
seize  and  cast  into  chains:  and  on  the  death  of  the 
old  chieftain,  immediately  assumed  the  important 
title  of  The  O'Nial.  Nor  did  he  want  pretence^ 
for  palliating  these  acts  of  outrage :  particularly 

he 
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he  plaftdM  fhat  he  had  asfsumed  the  chieftainry, 
merely  to  prevent  it«  being  seized  by  some  dther  of 
his  fiept,  less  favourably  disposed  than  himself  to 
£a^i^  government;  and  that  he  determined  to  re- 
9%n  it,  whenever  a  regular  course  of  law  and  polity 
should  be  established  in  his  territory*  Tlie  present 
weakness  of  the  state  obliged  them  to  appear  con* 
tented  with  such  apologies. 

The  lord  deputy  Pit^-William  had  solicited  to 
be  recalled ;  and  was  succeeded  by  Sir  William 
RasBel  son  to  the  duke  of  Bedford;  whert  Tirbne, Moryt. 
who  had  for  some  time  affected  the  greatest  terror  p.  ^  35. 
of  government^  and  entirely  absented  himself  from 
the  state,  suddenly  appeared  before  the  new  go* 
vernor,  (as  if  the  injustice  of  Pitz- William  had 
been  his  only  ground  of  apprehension)  lamented  the 
wrongs  he  had  sustained  from  the  malicious  insinu- 
ations of  his  enemies^  aild  made  the  most  passionate 
professions  of  his  submission  and  devotion  to  the 
queen.  Ru^sel^  less  acquainted  with  his  character, 
was  afibcted  by  the  apparent  warmth'  and  sincerity 
of  these  professions;  but  Bagnal,  who  knew  his  in* 
sidious  practices^  and  was  besides  possessed  with  «i 
personal  inveteracy  against  him,  assured  the  deputy 
that  all  the  disorders  of  the  North  had  been  really 
owing  to  the  machinations  of  this  dangerous  earl ; 
and  by  enumerating  the  auspicious  circumstances  of 
his  conduct,  and  charging  him  with  several  parti* 
culars  of  disloyalty,  so  far  prevailed,  that  it  became 
a  question  ^whether  he  should  not  be  committed  to 
custody,  kugsel  declared  for  this  measure ;  'but  the 
majority  of  the  council,  either  through  fear,  or  pri* 
vate  affection,  pleaded  against  such  ri^or;  and 
Tirone  was  dismissed  to  concert  new  mischief,  to 
the  utter  dissatisfaction  of  the  queen's  English  mi* 
Bisters. 

Thib  deputy  was   now  to  prosecute  the  insiir* 
gerttssof  the  North,  and  particularly  to  relieve  the  Ibid, 
catfle  of  EmiMdIlen :  for  this  purpose,  leaving  the 
earl  ofOtnnond  to  command  in  Leinsterj  which  was 

"  ijow 
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now  harassed  by  the  turbulence  of  the- Irwh septs, 
he  led  bis  forces  towards  Fermanagh;  but  soon 
learned  that  his  expedition  was  too  late.     The  Eng* 
lisb  troops  detached  against  the  besiegers  had  re- 
ceived a  total  defeat  from  O'Donnel  and  his  con- 
BulUr.      federates;  and  the  garrison^  reduced  to  desperate 
p.  isi.     distress,  had  surrendered;  and  were  without  mercy 
butchered  by  the  Irish,  who  pleaded,  that  they  thus 
revenged  the  like  cruelty  excercised  by  Bingham  on 
reducing  this  fort.     In  all  the  barbarous  triumph  of 
incensed  conquerors  they  pierced  into  Connaught, 
committed  the  most  afflictmg  outrages  in  all  the 
well-aflfected  quarters^  besieged  the  English  fort  of 
Bellcek,  cutoff  a  detachment  sent  to  its  relief, and 
practised  their  usual  barbarity  on  the  garrison,  when 
famine  had  compelled  them  to  surrender.     To  com- 
plete his  triumph,  O'Donnel  was  enabled  to  establish 
one  of  the  degenerate  De  Burghos,  his  associate, 
chieftain  of  his  district,  by  the  name  of  The  Mac- 
William:  while  Bingham  the  queen's  lord  presi- 
dent of  Connaught  was  totally  destitute  of  such  a 
military  force  as  mi<|^ht  enable  him  to  exert  his  usu- 
al vigor  against  such  Qi|tr£|ges. 

The  queen  and  her  ministers  were  justly  aUirmed 
at  the  intelligence  of  those  hostilities,  and  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  some  vigorous  exertion  in  cle- 
Morvson,  fence  of  her  Irish  interests.  Her  ministers  in  this 
p.  S4, 35.  country  had  unwarily  enframed  the  spirits  of  the 
northern  insurgents  by  overtures  of  accommodation, 
)n  which  they  discovered  the  weakness  of  go?ern- 
ment,  and  were  consequently  encouraged  to  propose 
their  terms  with  greater  arrogance.  And  although 
the  queen  affect^  to  disapprove  all  dishonorable 
concessions,  her  deputy  was  yet  instructed  to  prac 
Vise  with  O'Donnel,  and  to  endeavor  to  detach 
him  from  Tirone,  who  was  considered  as  the  secret 
spring  of  all  the  northern  commotions.  Bat  what 
v>'as  still  of  greater  coasequence,  two  thousand  ve- 
teran troops,  who  under  their  leader  Norris  bad 
been  distinguished  in  Brittany,  and  one  tbousaoa 
more  levied  in  England,  were  sow  destined  for  the 
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Irish  service :  and  as  Russel  had  itt advertently  so- 
licited the  queen  that  some  experienced  commander 
should  be  appointed  to  assist  him  in  the  conduct  of 
a  war  which  every  day  ^rew  more  considerable^  Sir 
John  Norris  was  appomted  to  repair  to  Ireland,  a 
leader  of  such  distinguished  character  as  must  neces- 
sarily eclipse  the  deputy,  and  was  besides  entrusted 
in  his  absence  with  the  absolute  conpmdand  of  all  mi* 
litary  affairs. 

TiRONE  justly  dreaded  these  preparations,  espe- 
cially as  it  was  the  ayowed  intention  of  government 
to  form  a  chain  of  forts  round  the  territories  of  the 
disaffected  lords  of  Ulster,   so  as  to  keep  them  in  Moryaon, 
continual  ^we,   and  affectually  to  restrain  their  in- P- ^  ^** 
cursions.     This  earl,  who  knew  the  disposition  of 
his  countrymen,  and  that  they  were  to  be  retained 
only  by  an  appearance  of  activity  and  valor,  de- 
termined to  strike  some  sudden  and  important  blow   , 
before  the  enemy  should  be  strengthened :   he  ven-  j^  p^ 
tured,    on  a  frivolous  pretence  of  iiijuries  received  j59d! 
from  the  English  soldiers  at  Blackwater,  to  attack 
their  fort,  and  to  expel  the  garrison,  "as  carefully,*' 
saith  Moryson,   '*  as  he  would  have  driven  poison 
''from  his  heart/'      And  as  if  the  boldness  of  thiscarodr 
outrage  had  confounded  and  distracted  him,     be 
wrote  letters  to  the  earl  of  Kildare  to  exasperate 
him  against  government,   and  to  seduce  him  from 
his  allegiance ;  he  dispatched  his  emissaries  to  Spain 
with  most  pressing  instances  for  immediate  succours  ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  when  the  deputy  with  his 
forces  was  now  advancing  on  him,  he,  by  other 
letters,  professed  his  submission  and  attachment  to 
•the  crown;  imputing  hjs  late  conduct  to  necessity ^I<>''y«»^* 
and  self-defence^  entrealing  the  lord  general  in  par-"^*"t'* 
ticular,  to  entertain  favourable  sentiments  of  him, 
and  not  to  drive  him  headlong  into  rebellion  by  a 
rigorous  and  unmerited  prosecution.     But  Bagnal^ 
his  vigilant  enemyj  by  contriving  to  intercept  and 
(Secrete  these  letters^  gave  him  a  pretence  for'conti- 
niring.  hi»  hostilities..     'J}bie.  easye  of  Moiiaghari, 
Hfiiefe  an  Englisl^  gam^pa  had  been  stationed,  was 

ii^veste^ 
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.  ioveited  by  the  insurgents;  and  the  attempts  of  Nor- 
ris  to  relieve  it  produced  some  skirmishea^  in  which 
the  danger  and  address  of  Tirone  were  the  most  re« 
SalliT.  markable.  One  Sedsrave,  an  En^j^lish  officer  oh- 
p.  139.  serving  where  he  haa  taken  his  station^  and  was  is- 
suing  his  orders^  assaulted  and  unhorsed  him :  the 
earj»  in  falling,  contrived  to  seize  his  antagonist, 
and  dragged  him  to  the  ground.  The  Englishman, 
who  still  liad  the  advantage,  prepared  to  dispatch 
him  ;  but  the  earl,  prostrate  and  mcuinbered  as  he 
vras,  contrived  to  prevent  the  blow,  by  plunging  a 
dagger  deeply  into  the  body  of  Sedgrave. 

These  petty  hostilities  were  soon  suspended  by 
the  weak  and  temporizing  policy  of  the  queen,  im- 
patient to  disengage  herself,  by  any  means,  from 
Moiji.     ^^^  disorders  of  Ireland.      A  commission  arrived, 
p.  so.       whereby  Wallop,  the  treasurer  at  war,   and  Gardi- 
ner, the  chief  justice,  were  empowered  to  treat 
with  Tirone  and  his  associates,  to  hear  their  com- 
plaints and  to  receive  their  overtures,  in  order  to 
an  efTectual  accommodation.    The  northern  Irish 
obeyed  the  invitation,  but  peremptorily  refused  to 
meet  the  commissioners  at  Dundalk.    The  confer- 
ence was  held  jn  open  field,  not  as  a  submission  of 
rebellious  subjects,  bat  a  parly  between  contending 
leaders.      Tirone   first    explained  his  grievances; 
complained  of  the  injustice  of  Bagnal,  m  usurping 
a  jurisdiction  in  Ulster  inconsistent  with  his  just 
rights;  of  his  unreasonable  and  implacable  resent- 
ment in  attempting  to  separate  him  from  his  wife, 
and  with-holding  her  portion ;  of  his  pevfidy  in  se- 
creting his  letters  to  the  state,  and  by  a  series  of 
injuries  forcing  him  to  fake  arms,  and  to  apply  ^ 
the  queen's  enemies  for  protection.    He  reqmred 
a  foil  pardon  for  himself  and  foUowefs ;  that  they 
should  be  allowed  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  Ifaejp 
religion ;  that  Bagnal  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
his  sister's  portion,  who  had-  now  sunk  under  the 
afBictieii  occasioned  by  liis  crueky ;  that  his  country 
•boid^  be  freed  4oa»  Sng^ish  gfirrisons  m/l\  skeri|6; 
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that  his  troop  of  horse  should  be  restored  to  him ; 
and  that  all  those  who  had  ravaged  his  territory 
should  be  obliged   to  due  restitution.      O'Donnel 
next  proceeded  to  expatiate  on    the  treachery  of 
Sir  John  Perrot,  and  the  injuries  he  had  received 
in  a  cruel  and  unmerited    captivity.     The  severi- 
tiei^  of  Pitz-William  to  O'Tooie,   Mac-Mahon,  and 
O'Dogherty,    were    not  forgotten.     Every  inferior 
chieftain  had  his  grievances  to  urge ;  and  all  con-  ^ 
curred  in  the  same  geneml  demand  of  a  free  exer- 
cise of  religion^  and  an  exemption  from  garrisons 
and  sheriffs.    They  were  heard  with  temper :  some 
of  their  allegations  were  confessed  to  be  just ;  and 
some  indulgence  acknowledged  to  be  reasonable.  la 
the  essential  articles^  they  were  informed,  that  no 
decision   could  be  made^  until  the  royal  pleasure 
should  first  be  signified.     In  the  mean  time  some 
points  were  propounded  on  the  queen's  part,  tend- 
ing to  suspend  their  hostilities  till  an  equitable  ac- 
commodation should  be  finished.     It  was  demanded 
that  the  insurgents  should  lay  down  their  arms,  ad- 
mit sheriffs  into  their  country,  repair  the  forts  they 
had  dennolished,  leave  the  English  garrisons  unmo- 
lested,   restore  what  they  unjustly  seized,    disco- 
ver upoa  oath  their  transactions  with  foreign  princes^ 
and,  begging  pardon  for  their  present  rebellion,  so- 
lemnly promise  for  the  future  to  enter  into^  no  en* 
gagements  against  their  sovereign.  But  these  haugh- 
ty lords,  who  in  the  condescensions  of  government 
discerned  its  fears  and  weakness,  rejected  such  over^ 
tures  with  disdain ;    and   broke  up  the  congress^ 
consenting  only  to  a  truce  of  a  few  days. 

This  insolence  of  the  Northern  insurgents  had  a 
dangerous  influence  on  the  disatfected  in  other  parts 
of  Ireland.     In  Connaught  the  flame  of  war  had 
been  already  kindled,  and  notwitlistanding  all  tlie 
efforts  of  Sir  Richard   Bingham,  the  Irish  gained 
advantages   suKcient  to    enflame  their  insolence ; . 
the  disaffected    of  Munster   sjecretly    encouraged  ib„  37 
bv     ennissaries    from  Ulster,    grew  turbulent    and  41. 
alarming.    And    e\'ca  in  Leinster  the  petty  Irish 

chief- 
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chieftwis^  fired  by  the  example  of  the  Northerns, 
boldly  demanded    a    restoration  of   their  aacient 
power  and  possessions^  and  extended  their  outrages 
from  Wexford  even  to  the  walls  of  Dublin..    These 
complicated  disorders  were  to  be  opposed  by  an 
army,  which,  though  lately  reinforceil,  was  still  ut- 
terly inadequate  to  such  a  service  ;  encumbered  ra- 
ther^than  strengthened  by  numbers  of  the  Irish  race, 
all  of  whom  were  suspected,  and   many  reall^'ill- 
disposed  to  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
The  English  soldiers  were  naturally  less  robust  aud 
active,  less  patient  of  labour  and  distress,  than  their 
antagonists ;  and  the  air  and  food  of  Ireland  ever 
proved  unfriendly  to  their  constitutions.      Neither 
their  provisions  nor  ammunition  were  duly  supplied. 
Their  general,  the  most  distinguished  soldier  of  his 
age,  was  but  toosensibleof  these  disadvantages;  was 
provoked  at  finding  himself  so  ill-supported,  en- 
gaged in  a  country  to  which  he  was  a  stranger,  and 
in  a  species  of  war  to  which  he  had  been  unaccus- 
tomed,   attended  at  least  with  equal   hazard,  but 
less  honor  than  those  scenes  of  action  in  which  be 
had  acquired  his  glory ;  and  piqued  at  the  lord-de- 
puty, who  betrayed  the  utmost  dissatisfaction,  and 
most  dishonorable  envy,  at  his  character  and  au- 
thority, and  studied  to  controul  and  distress  him. 

NoRRis  had  judgment  and  equity  to  discern,  that 
the  hostilities  of  the  Irish  had  been  provoked  By  se- 
veral instances  of  wanton  insolence  and  oppression ; 
and  as  the  deputy  declared  for  a  rigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  rebels,   he  was  the  more  tempted  to 
adopt  the  opposite  principle  of  lenient  and  concili- 
ating   measures;    even  though    he  had  not  duly   i 
weighed  the  hazard  and  toil  of  pursuing  an  enemy 
to  their  bogs  and  woods,  repelling  their  tumultuary 
incursions,  and  guarding  against  sudden  and  desul- 
tory attacks.     He  marched  however  with  the  lord 
deputy  to  the  borders  of  Tirone,  at  the  expiration    | 
Bbii        of  the  truce,  with  a  force  so  terrifying  to  the  North- 
erns, that  the  rebel   earl    abandoned   th?  fort  oi 

Black' 
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Blaekwater^  tet  fire  to  the  town  of  Dungannon,  with^ 
out  sparing  his  own  house^  destroyed  the  adjacent 
V  iUag^es^  aad  retired  to  his  woods,  which  then  over- 
spread thoaa parts  of  Ulster,  that  have  since  experi- 
enced the  effects  of  industry  and  cultivation.  In 
tills  progress,  Tirone  and  his  principal  associates  ~' 
were  indicted,  summoned,  condemned  in  a  r^ular 
procedure,  and  proclaimed  traitors.  But  such  was 
the  distress  occasioned  by  their  laying  the  country 
waste^  that  the  lord-deputy  was  soon  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  Dq|>lin,  having  first  stationed  garrisons  at 
Armagfh  and  M6naghan,  which  latter  place  had 
been  reduced,  and  was  now  abandoned  by  the  ene- 
my. According  to  his  instructions.  Sir  John  Nor- 
ris  was  left  with  part  of  the  royal  army,  on  the 
borders  of  Ulster,  to  prosecute  the  war  against  the 
Northerns,  while  the  lord-deputy  professed  to  mai'ch 
against  the  insurgents  of  Leinster. 

Winter  now  approached,  a  season  when  the  Irish  ' 
usually  covered  themselves  in  their  reti*eats,  without 
attempting  anv  military  operations.  No  enemies 
appeared;  and  Norris  judged  it  expedient  to  keep 
his  station  without  venturing  to  seek  them  out.  In 
this  state  of  inactivity,  the  Northern  Irish  had  lei- 
sure to  reflect  calmly  on  their  enterprize.  Spain, 
their  principal  reliance,  had  not  yet  sent  any  suc- 
cours. They  were  i#j>posed  by  an  experienced  ge- 
neral, and  a  greater  force  tlian  had  usually  been 
collected  against  them.  They  detennined  to  recur 
to  the  arts  of  dissimulation,  by  M'hich  at  least  the 
time  might  be  protracted,  until  the  happy  moment 
of  a  foreign  invasion  should  arrive.  Letters  of  pe- 
nitence and  submission  were  dispatched  to  the  queen. 
M  the  same  time  Tirone  made  the  most  pathetic 
addresses  to  Sir  John  Norris,  lamenting  the  condi- 
tion to  which  he  was  reduced,  by  injustice  and  cm-  * 
elty,  and  expressing  the  most  ardent  wishes  to  re- 
turn to  peace  and  allegiance.  $o  plausible  and  so 
.  insinuating  were  his  representations,  that  Norris  wap 
confirmed  by  them  in  liis  forn^er  aeutimeuts  of  mo- 

.Voi.lL  ^       2U     -  /.  ..  deratioii, " 
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deration^  and  even  conceived  pity  and  aAdioo  for 
this  injured  and  unhappy  lord.  The  queen,  noir 
principally  attentive  to  the  affiurs  of  Frtoiee  and  the 

Kroffi4s9  of  the  Spanish  arms  in  this  eountry,  was 
ell  pleased  at  any  prospect  of  composJBg  the  vexi* 
tious  broils  of  Ireland;  and  by- her  oomimesion  to 
A.  D.      Sir  John  Norris  and  Sir  Georiry  Penlon^  her  Irish 
1600.      secretary  of  state^  empowered  them  to  grant  pardoa 
to  all  rebels  who.  should  with  due  humility  seek 
hcfr  royal  mercy.     Another  congress  was  appointed 
Meryaoo/at  Pundalk,  and  here  a^^in  Tirone  renewed  bis 
F  ^      professions  of  submission,  imploring^  the  queen's  par- 
don, (as  he  expressed  it)  "  upon  the  knees  of  his 
''  heart/'  and  confirming  his  sincerity  by  Ibe  most 
solemn  imprecations.^     His  former  petitions  were 
renewed,  and  the  reiection  of  them  now  received 
with  more  temper  and  submission.    With  a  suspici- 
ojus  /ease  and  readiness  he  promised  to  desist  from 
aiding  the  rebels;  to  admit  a  sheriff  into  his  conn- 
try;  to  renounce  the  title  of  O'Nial ;  tocon^ssshis 
intelligence  M'ith  foreign  princes;  to  rebuild  the  fort 
and  bridge  of  Blackwater;  to  supply  the  English 
garrison  to  be  stationed  there :  to  lay  down  bis  arms; 
deliver  hostages ;  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  queen  ;  and 
as  to  the  enlargement  of  John  O'Niat's  sons^  be  con* 
sented  that  it  sbould  be  referred  to  the  queen^s  fu- 
ture pleasure,  when  she  had  fir^  heard  and  under- 
slooa  their  offences.   O'Donnel,  Magwire^  O'Ruarc, 
and  others  of  his  confederates  agreed  to  like  arti- 
cles, and  made  the  like  submissions.    So  that  now 
the  Northern  war  seemed  at  an  end  :  a  promise  of 
pardon  was  delivered  to  each  lord  on  his  submission ; 
of  which  proclamation  was  made  to  the  quewi's  suh- 

i'ects,  that  they  mi«j;ht  not  be  molested  by  any  act  of 
lostility. 

Wif ETHEB  these  concessions  of  the  Northern 
Irish  were  a  premeditated  scheme  of  perfidy  and 
fifaud,  merely  calculated  to  gain  time  ;  or  wnether 
they  proceeded  from  despair  of  any  succours  from 
Spain,  as  Philip  was  now  entirely  engaged  by  the 
war  in  Prance;  certain  it  is^  that  scared]^  bad  die 

fceaty 


treitj  been  ooncludefl,  when  the  infciiir^iits  repenGfid 
of  it     The  kin^fif  of  Spain,  thou^  he  couid  not  now 
spare,  any  considerable  force  for  an^  invasion  of  Ife* 
fond,  was  yet  desirous  to  encourage  the  inale-confentf 
6f  this  kingdom,   until  he  should  be  at  leisure  to 
derive  some  advantage  from  them:     Three  pinnaces  Moryt.  v 
from  Spaiil  arrived  on  the  Northern  coasts,  with  P-  *^* 
some  stores  of  ammunition,  and  lett^^  from  Philip 
to  the  Irish  chieftaitis^  exhorting  them  i6  p^rsevenr 
ift 'their  generous  opposition  tO'  the  English  ])owery 
andassuring  them  of  immediate  support.     The  Irish 
firedv^ith  this  interesting. intelligence,  were  ashamed 
of  their  l^bte^eoncessioos;  spread  it  with  eagerness  Cox. 
and  triamph  through  all  their  associates,  and  wereCamdiim. 
impatient  for  some  pretence  to  violate  their  treaty.* 
Tirode,    Mvith' his- usual  dissimulation,     affected  to' 
transmit'  his  letter  to  the  lord-deputy  and  coiincil,' 
to  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of  his  submission ;  at^ 
the  same  time,  he  took  care  to  convey  the  assuranceir 
of  a  speedy  invasion  to  Pheagh*Maic-Hti^^  chief** 
tain  of  the  sept  of  O'Birne,  and  principal  msUrgent^ 
of  Leinster;  as  well  as  to  the  disaffected  of  Mun-**^ 
Bter ;  all  of  whom  were  exhorted  to  takearms^,  ttud^^  "^^ 
unite  with  the  Northerns,  for  the  assistanceof  Gbrial's 
catholic  rdigfion. 

In  the  mean  time  Norris;  who  imagined  thirt  he' 
bad  restored  the  peace  of  Ulster,  thought  it  ne^es^t 
sary  to  inarch  into  Gonnanght,  suppress  the  com- ' 
motions  raised  in  thisprovince.   The  male-contenta* 
bad  here  contrived  to  seize  some  of  the  English 
forts,  and  foiled  the  atteitipts  of  Bingham  toreco^' 
ver  tbeni.    Their  numbers  were*  so  eonsfderable,* 
and^heirofitragdfc  soinsolent,  that  Norris' demland-' 
^  soRif^  additional  forces  from  the  lord -deputy>  at» 
>vella8  a  supply  of  provisions,  to  enable  him  to* 
pnrsuethem  with  the  necessary  vigor.    Russel,  not* 
^splea^ed  at  his -distresses,  coldly  replied,  that  the  Moryapi^ 
countrywas  to  supply  tUe  want4  of  bisaitny;  ^nd^^**!^ 
that  as  to  men,  hec6uldnotsendthbm,  ashe  himself' 
jiiten^ed  'to  marc^  into  the  Wtest    And  th&  united' 

effoftt^ 
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efforts  of  the  lord-deputy  and  general  soon  quelled 
the  insurgents  of  this  province.     One  castle  only 
made  any  shew  of  resistance;  where  the  Irish  gal- 
lantly replied  to  Russel's  summons,  that  Ihey  would 
not  surrender^    though  his  whole  army  were  lord 
Cost.       deputies;  and  accordingly  obliged  him  to  force  it 
•uUir.     by  stonn.    Others  fled  to  their  private  haunts,  or 
submitted  ;  pleading  in  alleviation  of  their  offence, 
tjiat  they  had  been  driven  to  rebellion  by  the  into- 
lerable oppressions  of  Sir  Richard  Bingham.    And. 
so  clamorous  and  confidenC  were  these  charges,  and 
H^^*  with  such  attention  were  they  received,  that  Bing- 
EKsT      ham,   in  his  impatience  to  justify  his  coHduct,  hur-* 
ried  without  licence  into  England.     The  queen,  in- 
•   stead  of  hearing  his  defence,  ordered  him  instantly 
to  prison ;  from  whence  he  was  conveyed  to  Con- 
naught,    in  custody  of  Bir  Oonyers  Ciiffbrd,  who 
was  appointed    to  succeed  him  as  lord-president  of 
this  province.    Commissioners  wercdirected  to  hear 
bis  cause,  in  the  place  where  his  accusers  had  full 
opportunity  of  proving  their  allegations.     He  was 
acquitted,    restored  to  favor,  and  afterwards  etn- 
plo3red  by  th^  queen. 

Whilb  the  male-contents  of  Connaiight  retireil 
before  the  queen's  forces,  and  reserved  tliemseUes 
for  some  favorable  occasion  foi*  returning  to  the 
field,  the  chieftains  of  the  North  grew  still  more  im- 
patient of  their  late  treaty,  and  studied  pretences 
to  rescind  it/  Tirone,    in  particular,    complained 
of  injuries  and  pravocations :  insolently  adding  to 
his  list  of  grievances,  that  after  the  pacification  of 
Connaught,  the  state  had  presumed  to  prosecute  bis 
Coi,ex    friend  and  ally  Pheagh  Mac-Hugh,  with  others  ot 
**^      the  insurgents  of  Lieinster     In  revenge  of  this  in- 
^"'"^^      tolerable  wrong,   the  earl  harasse^^e  English  gar- 
rison at  Armagh,  cut  off*  their  prbvisions,  and  in- 
SulfW.;.     vested    the  town.    Norris  agam  marched  to  the 
p.  144.     northern  borders.    Before  his  arrival  the  garrison 
of  Armagh  had  been  obliged    to  capitulate,  and 
were  dismissed  witli  honor  and  safety:  and  agree* 
9Mf  to  that  infatuated  policy,  which  the  gener^ 

had 


bad  himself  but  too  much  fitvored,  n  eoitimissiofi 
Arrived  from  England  for  treating  once  aeain  witb 
the  earl  of  Tirone^  and  accommodating  me  differ^ 
ences  of  the  North  by  an  amicable  conference.  The 
f:ebel  earl  had  yentured  on  bis  petty  hostilities  mere* 
ly  to  keep  alive  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  his  country*^ 
vaen.     Tne  success  of  his  practices  in  other  pro#- 
viaeesof  Ireland^  as  well  as  of  his  negotiations  with 
Spain^  was  as  yet  uncertain.     He  therefore  gladly 
enibraced  the  opportunity  of  delaying,  and  amusing 
the  English  government.     He  attended  the  com-Moryaoi^ 
misstoners  with  all  the  affectation  of  humility  andP'  ^^* 
resigniition^    repeated  his  solemn    asseverations  of< 
the  sincerity  and  integrity  of  his  intentions/  pre** 
tended  to  discover  all  the  secret  practices  of  his  as*< 
aociatesy  and  their  correspondence  with  Spain;  re- 
nouneing^all  his  hopes  of  happiness  both  here  and> 
hereafter,  if  he  were  not  truly  and  faithfully  deter* 
mined  to  approve  himself  a  loyal  subject  to  the 
queen,  provided  he  might  be  pardoned, .  aecepte^^^ 
us  a  subject,  and  protected  from  wrong,       '        ■    /  > 
A  REPORT  was  now  to  be  transmitted 4o  the  Engfy  / 
lish  ministry  of  this  confercTice,  and  the  profe^ion9> 
of  Tirone,     The  commissioners  were  to  i  wait  lor 
new  instructions.     Hostilities  were  suspended :  tu 
rone  trained  and  exercised  his  men  :  b  conflux  of  tlw: 
disaffected  from  all  quarters  of  the  kinj^dom  poured 
into  his  territory,  were  trained,   and  mstrocted  ill' 
the  use  of  arms.     Emissaries  wepe.  privately  dts*" 
Patched  to  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  western 
Irish,  to  concert  schemes  of  insurrection  with  the 
rebellious  septs  of  Leinster,  and  to  encourage  the 
enemies  of  government  ki.  Mmuiter,  to  revenge  the 
severities  they  bad  endured,  and  to  externuoate  the 
new  ttsqipers  of  their  lands.   .  Every  day  gave  T%rV^.^»^* 
rone  addition^  strength,  and  fairer  prbspects  of  suc^     '  - 
cess:  so  that  when  mstructions  arrived  for  holding 
|BL  seeond  eonfereace^  in  whic]|  he  was  to  be  inaliy 
restored  to  fotvor,  he  recurred  to  his  old  pretenoea^  X>. 
pi  famich  of  tm>mbe  on  the^art  of  |;oveniiiieift  ;^>^- 
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Iliftt  bis  liMtaiget  had  hot  been  exchanged  aecMMdiiig 
to  agreement,  nor  restitution  made  for  the  raTsgei 
eommitted  in  his  lands ;  and  that  he  could  not  at< 
tend  the  commissioners  with  safety  or  with  henor. . 
This  artifice  produced'  a  mean  solicitatiDn  on  the 
part  of  government  to  Tirone,  that  he  would  not 
wantonly  rcgect  the  last  offers  of  mercy  and  reeon- 
oiliation  which  the  queen  would  deign  to  make. 
He  coldly  replied,  that  he  had  littie  hope  of  any 
performance  of  articles,  as  he  had  been  already  de- 
^  ceiTed  by  confiding  in  the  queen's  officers :.  that  the 

intentions  of  the  lord-general  indeed  were  ever  just 
and  honorable,  but  had  been  fatally  counter-acted 
by  the  deputy :  and  as  Sir  John  Norris  was  speedily 
to  be  removed  from  his  command,  and  thegriev- 
afioes  of  the  Northerns  to  be  submitted  ta  a  new 
chief  governor,    whose    principles    and    character 
were  entirely  unknown,  ne  had  the  less  reason  to 
expect  an  equitable  conclusion.    He  condescended 
However  to  propose  a  time  of  conference  wbicb 
(he  well  knew)  could  not  be  accepted^  provided  it 
wei^  held,  contrary  to  express  directions  of  the 
ffueen,  as  a  parle}^  in  open  field  i  not  in  a  walled 
to^nj  as  a  submission  of  rebellious  subjects. 
•  Noa  was  this  crafty  lord  deceived  in  the  intelli- 
djBiice  which  bad    encouraged  him  to  this  reply. 
The  Bngiish  ministers  were  astonished  and  provok- 
ed that  such  a  commander  as  Norris  had  not«gained 
some  brilliant  and  important  advantages  in  Ireland, 
'j^ey  considered  neither  his  >vants  and  difficulties^ 
nor  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  he  was^en^ 
gaged.    And  to  the  imperiona  spirit  of  thequeenii 
the  ill  success  of  those  conferences  with  Tirone, 
which  the  general  had   advised,  was  particuhrfy 
M<i*ymi,  «|6r(i4ying.    The  earl  of  Gsse^,  ber  distinguisbed 
F-47, 48,  flivorfle.  bad  been  the  rrrnl,  a*d  was^  the  e«i«y 
of  Norrts,    By  bis^  practiees^  amew  Ierd-depi^> 
lord  BMrgli,  a  m»n  m  tiiffleien*  abilities  in  war>  was' 
'I  «int>inlo  Ireland:  witfi  fiiH  powers,  liofh  in  tUh  eitil' 
MmMttfiry^^rs,;i^]its«frif^  9)f  Jpfai^l^ioiTis' 


was  abruptly  ordered  to  his  government  of  MiiA^ 
ster ;  where  tlie  anguish  of  disa|»pointment  and  dig* 
grace  so  wrought  on  the  sensibuity  of  this  gallant 
leader,  that  within  the  space  of  two  montiis^  with* 
out  any  apparent  malady^  he  suddenly  expired  in 
the  embraces  of  his  brother. 

LoRp  Burgh  entered  on  his  government  with  a 
full  persuasion  of  the  futility  and  danger  of  listen* 
ing  to  the  insidious  professions  of  Tirone,  or  hop* 
ing  to  terminate  the  disorders  of  Ireland  by  oonte* 
rences,  and  ignominious  concessions.     He  had  been 
instructed^  and  was  resolved,  -to  prosecute  the  rebels 
vigorously.      He  deemed    it  expedient,    however, 
at  the  instances  of  Tirone,  to  ^rant  a  cessation  of 
arms  for  one  month,  and  emim>yed  the  interval  in 
collecting  his  forces,  and  concerting  his  operations. 
The  earl  of  Kildare,  the  baron  of  Tnmbleston,  and  Sa11iv«K. 
other  lords  of  the  Pale,  attended  his  standard  withP-  *^* 
their  followers :  and  as  he  determined  to  pierce  to 
the  very  heart  of  the  northern  insurrection.  Sir  Co^ 
nyers  Clifford  was   ordered    to  Inarch  his  forces 
through  Connaught,  and  meet  the  deputy  at  the 
fort  of  Blackwater.     O'Nial  (for  so  was  the  earl  of 
Tirone  styled  by  his  countrymen)  acted  on  his  part 
with  equal  vigor.      He  lay  with  his  main   oody 
strongly  entrenched  near  the  town  of  Armagh.    Tir- 
rel,  a  degenerate  Englishman,  his  associate,  was 
sent  into  Leinster  with  a  troop  of  five  hundred  men, 
to  encourage  the  rebellious  septs  to  make  a  power- 
fol  diversion  in  this  province.    His  emissaries  in 
Connaught  animated  the  male-contents  to  oppose 
the  intended  progress  of  Sir  Conyers  Clifford.     And 
the  first  commencement  of  hostilities  seemed  to  pre- 
sage a  &vorable  issue  to  the  Irish.     A  son  of  lord 
Trimbleston  was  detached  with  a  thousand  men  to 
attaek  Tirrel  and  his  pilrty  :  but  the  experience  and 
addreaa  ef  the  rebel  leader  supplied  the  deficiency 
of  hie  mmibers ;  he  gave  the  rojralists  a  total  de- 
feat, nmA  !4ent  their  young  continander  a  prisoner  t«« 
O'Nial.     Clifford,  who  led  his  small  body  of  seven 

hundred 
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Moryaou,  hundred  men  towards  the  northern  prorince,  found 
P*  ^-      himaelf  suddenly  arrested  in  his  prog^ress  by  two 
thousand  desperate  rebels^  M-hom  he  was  utterly  un- 
able  to  encounter.    His  only  measure  was  to  re- 
treat ;  and  in  this. his  condcct.was  so  judicious  and 
successful^  ihat^  although  incessantly  harassed  by 
the  enemy,  in  a  march  of  thirty  nules,  he  yet  re- 
gained his  quarters  without  any  considerable  loss. 
-  Lord  Burgh,  undaunted  by  these  mortifications^ 
marched  into  Ulster,  and  resolutely  attacked  the 
northern  army  in  their  entrenchments.    Their  re- 
sistance was  obstinate ;  but  the  English  forces  per- 
severed, and  were  successful.     Thejy  forced  (lieir 
way  to  the  fort  of  Blackwater,  which  was  ei^ily 
taken  :  but  the  rebels  again  appeared  and  renewed 
the  attack;  nor  were  they  repelled  without  some 
loss  and  dan^.    The  deputy  having  stationed  an 
English  garrison  in  the  fort,  resolved  to  pierce  to 
Dungaauon,  the  chief  residence  bf  0*Nial.    The 
Irish  forces  occupied  the  defiles,  and  seemed  deter- 
SulliT.     mined  to  oppose  nis  passage.     But  the  sudden  death 
p.  147.     q{  |q|.j  Burgh  necessarilv  slackened  all  military  ope- 
rations.    The  commano  devolved  on  the  earl  of 
Kildare,  who  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  maintain 
the  ground  already  gained.    Nor  did  the  earl  long 
survive  the  lord  deputy.     His  two  foster-brethren 
had  fallen^  in  rescuing  him  from  the  enemy  ;  and 
such  was  the  tenderness  of  affection  arising  from 
these  ai*tificial  bands  of  affinity,  and  such  was  bis 
sense  of  their  fidelity,  that  he  pined  with  affliction, 
and  died,  lamenting  their  fall. 
O^'  the  death  of  lord  Burgh,  the  council,  as  usual, 
*'?^°"»  committed  the  reins  of  government  to  Sir  Thomas 
^     '     Norris,  lord-president  of  Munster.     But  at  his  own 
request  the  queen  immediately  appointed  a  new  ad- 
ministration.    The  civil  government  was  committed 
to  Loflus,   ;archbishop  of   Dublin,    and    chancel- 
lor of  Ireland,  ao4  to  Sir  Robert  Gardiner,  chief 
jwtiGe ;    the   military  was  entrusted  to  the   earl 

of 
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of  O  mond  with  the  tiilt  of  lord-Iieutenant  of  the 
artny.  So  alarming  were  the  disorders  of  Lein- 
ster«  that  the  new  general  thought  it  necessary  to 
confine  himself  to  this  province ;  while  Sir  Henry 
Bagnal  was  detached  to  the  borders  of  Ulster  to 
awe  the  Northerns,  and  support  the  garrisons  of 
Armagh  and  Blackwater  But  O'Nial,  who  dreaded 
that  vigor  which  he  had  just  experienced  from 
EfigliHh  forces,  found  it  expedient  to  recur  once 
again  to  his  former  artifices.  He  affected  particular 
satisfiiCtion  that  so  considerable  a  share  of  authority 
In  Ireland  had  been  committed  to  the  earl  of  Or- 
mond,  from  whom  he  looked  for  the  regards  of  a 
countryman ;  and  addressing  himself  in  his  usual 
terms  of  humiliation  to  this  lord,  lamented  his  situa- 
tioa,  pleaded  his  grievances,  and  implored  his  fa** 
voural>ie  interposition  with  the  queen,  for  pardon 
and  protection  to  a  repenting  offender,  whose  foul 
relaps^es  coFild  not  indeed  be  justified,  but  were  pal- 
liated by  the  wrongs  he  had  sustained.  This  new 
overture  td  an  accomniodation  was  transmitted  toMorysoa, 
the  queen  and  Ormond  empowered  to  confer  with  P-*^*^- 
him  at  Dundalk.  Here  it  was  agreed  that  a  cessa* 
tion  of  arms  should  be  made  for  eight  weeks,  in 
order  to  give  the  northern  lords  an  opportunity  of 
stating  their  grievances  at  large,  and  transmitting 
then)  to  the  queen.  Tirone  on  his  part,  engaged 
to  recall  his  forces  from  Leinster ;  to  hold  no  cor- 
respondence with  Spain  during  the  cessation,  but  to 
discover  any  intelligence  he  might  receive  from 
thence;  neither  to  commit,  nor  countenance  any 
outrage,  nor  ftid  those  who  should  presume  to  vio- 
late the  truce ;  to  give  safe-conduct  to  her  majesty's 
officers ;  to  victual  the  fort  of  piackwater ;  and, 
as  a  token  of  his  humble  duty,  to  deliver  forty 
beeves,  for  the  use  of  the  garrison.  Ormond  pro- 
mised that  the  Northerns  should  have  the  same  per- 
missrou  to  purchase  provisions  in  the  Pale,  which  the 
queen's  subjects  were  to  be  allowed  in  Ulster;  that 
ndrte  of  Tiroilc's  associates  depending  on  the  trudfe 
Voi^II.  *    8X  should 
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thould  be  seized  by  the  state^  without  his  ooQsent ; 
and  (hat  the  soldiery  should  be  restrained  from  all 
violence  and  rapine. 

In  the  course  of  these  treaties,  so  difgustiDgin 
(he  recital,  another  conference  succeeded,  in  which 
.  the  earl  was  informed  of  the  conditions  on  which 
the  queen  was  pleased  to  grant  her  gracious  pardon 
to  him,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Tirone.    He  was 
required  to  renew  his  submission  publicly  and  so* 
MoryioB,  leninly  to  detach  himself  from  his  confederates,  dis- 
p. 5d.      perse  his  forces  and  dismiss  all  strangers;  tore* 
nounce  the  title  of  O'Nial,  with  all  its  pretended 
rights  and  jurisdictions ;    to  repair  the  damages 
formerly  made  by  him  in  the  fort  and  bridge  of 
Blackwater,  and  to  furnish  the  garrison  with  provi* 
isions  at  an  equitable  rate;  to  discover  all  his  trans- 
actions with  Spain;   to  admit  a  sheriff  into  his 
country :  to  pay  a  fine  in  satisfaction  for  his  offence; 
to  deliver  up  all  traitors  who  should  attempt  to 
(Conceal  themselves  in  his  lands ;  to  surrender  the 
^ons  of  Jobfi  O'Ni^l  into  the  hands  of  Ormond: 
and  as  a  surety  for  the  faithful  performance  of  these 
ftrticles,  to  make  his  eldest  son  an  hostage. 

TpE  humility  of  Tirone  was  by  this  time  consi- 
derably abated.  He  canvassed  ail  these  articles; 
Ib.p.M.  objected,  and  demanded  explanations.  He  cbuld 
.  not  engage  to  detach  himself  from  his  confederates; 
pnles9  time  were  granted  to  them,  to  come  in  and 
aubmit,  90  that  tliey  might  not  charge  him  with  a 
clandestine  desertion  of  their  interests;  if  he  dis- 
ITHssed  all  strangers,  he  e:|^pected  a  safe-conduct  for 
them :  while  he  promised  to  renounce  the  name  of 
O'Nial,  he  reserved  the  rights  usually  annexed  to 
the  phicftainry  of  his  country.  As  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  sons  of  John  O'Nial  from  the  s**^*'^ 
peremptorily  refused  to  give  them  up.  He  agreed 
^  receive  a  sheriff,  but  reouired  that  a  gentleman 
of  the  county  only  should  oe  chosen  to  this  office; 
and  that  the  appointment  should  for  some  time  be 
^deferred.    In  consenting  to  deliver  w  ^  disloy^ 
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persons  vfho  should  conceal  themselves  in  Tyrone, 
he  excepted  those  who  sought  refuge  with  him,  in  a 
cause  of  conscience  ;  and  as  to  the  demand  of  his 
eldest  son,  he  utterly  rejected  it.  Thus  did  he  dic- 
tate the  conditions  on  which  he  would  accept  his 
pardon.  His  pardon,  at  the  pressing  instances  of 
the  earl  of  Ormond,  received  the  great  seal ;  and 
to  confirm  the  hopes  entertained  by  the  queen  and 
her  ministers  of  a  speedy  restoration  of  tranquillity  Moryson^ 
in  Ireland,  O'Ruarc,  the  principal  insurgent  ofp-M. 
Connaug^ht,  matle  an  humble  submission  to  Sir 
Conyers  Clifford,  and  promised  for  himself  and  all 
bis  followers  faithful  allegiance  to  the  crown,and 
all  the  duties  of  good  subjects. 

But  these  hopes,  so  inconsiderately  entertained, 
had  the  mortification  of  an  immediate  and  a  severe 
disappointment.    The  easiness  with  which  the  queen 
listened  to  the  fair  professions  of  a  man  whose  in- 
sinceritjr  had  been  repeatedly  discovered,   rendered 
her  administration  in  Ireland   contemptible  to  its 
enemies ;  and  had  for  some  time  encouraged  the 
disaffected  to  rebel,  when  a  slight  submission  at  the 
worst,  could  purchase  pardon  and  security.  Tirone, 
with  an  affected  disregard  of  that  mercy  which  he  had 
so  easily  obtained,  or  rather  extorted,  neglected  to 
plead  his  pardon,  or  to  proceed  through  those  forms 
of  law  necessary  to  reinstate  him  in  the  condition  of^y^  ^^ 
a  loyal  subject.      In  the  late  conference  he  had  art- 
fully demanded  a  cessation  for  one  year;  expecting, 
prabably,    that    by  this  time  the  king  ot  Spain  Carte'» 
would  have  opportunity  to  send  him  succours ;   and  l"^r*2 
that  the  queen,  who  evidently  regarded  the  affairs  qJ*^^^ 
of  Ireland  with  aversion  and  disgust,  as  a  grievous  p.  ^g, 
embarrassment  to  her  favorite  pursuits,  would  inad- 
vertently suffer  her  forces  in  this  country  to  waste, 
in  a  service  of  distress,  and  an  unfavorable  climate. 
And  although  he  could  obtain  but  a  truce  of  two 
nionths,  yet  he  vas  not  ignorant,  that  the  present 
>hatt«red  condition  of  the  army  obliged  Ormond  to 

grai4 
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^nt  even  this  short  respite.  Had  he  been  gratififid 
111  his  first  demand^  his  dissimulation  mi^bt  have 
been  continued ;  but  now,  havinff  discovered^  the 
real  weakness  of  his  enemy,  he  determined  to  re- 
commence hostilities,  without  the  slig'htest  regard 
to  promises  or  treaties,  which  he  considered  as  mere 
temporary  expedients. 

Ills  first  attempt  was  to  cut  off  the  EngHdi  {(^r< 
rison  of  Armagh  firom  their  usual  supplies  of  pro- 
Siillir      vision ;  and  for  this  purpose  he  encamped  between 
.p\48.     ^**  town  and  that  of  Newry,  where  Bagnal  wa 
stationed  with  his  forces,     llis  brother  Tirlaugh 
had  for  some  time  served  in  the  English  army :  and 
now  Conn,  his  bastard-son,  on  some  disgust^  deserted 
to  Bagnal.      By  their  guidance  he  was  enabled  to 
pass  by  the  Northerns,    through  an  unfrequented 
road,  and  not  only  to  relieve  his  countrymen  in 
Armagh,  but  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  camp  of 
Tirone,  which  created  some  dismay  and  conftision, 
though  not  attended  with  any  considerable  advan« 
tage.   Tirone  retired ;  and  as  Bagnal  was  too  weak, 
and  too  cautions,  to  venture  on  any  considerable 
.  progress,  the  rel>el  earl  proceeded  to  attack  the  fort 
Moryson»  of  Black  water,  his  great  obstacle  and  disgrace.  The 
p.  68.       works  were  rude  and  unfinished ;  but  a  spirited 
garrison,  commanded  by  a  valiant  and  expenenced 
officer,  easily  foiled  the  attempts  of  an  enemy, 
whose  violence  was  greater  than  their  skiU.  Tirone 
determined  to  reduce  them  byfiuaoine;  and  they 
endured   their   severities  with  a  manly  resolution. 
The  state  was  informed  of  their  danger  and  distress; 
and  as  the  earl  of  Ormond  was  employed  in  restrain* 
ing  the  rebellious  septs  of  Leinster,  Bagnal  was  rein- 
forced, and  directed  to  relieve  the  fort.     The  Irish 
writers  inform  us  that  he  commanded  four  thousand 
8iiUiv.      five  hundred  foot,  and  five  hundred  horse,  composed 
torn.  iii.    of  those  English  veterans  who  had  served  under 
1.  IV.  ci  5.  Norris,  both  in  Fr&nce  and  Ireland,  the  forces  of 
the  Pale^  and  several  well-affected  Irish  clans.    At  a 

distance 
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diBtance  of  three  miles  frdcn  the  fdrt,  he  ibanci  the '  • 
tiorlhem  army  dl^awYi  up  to  oppose  «hjin,  compoReil ' 
of  the  forces  of  Tirone  afnd  Tirconnel  imder  their ' 
respective  leaden*,  and  some  troops  of  Connaught 
commanded  by  Th«  Mao-Williaw,  amounting  to*     .     *  ' 
four  thousand  'five  hvifidred  toot,  and  six  hundred^ 
horse.     The  genemls  on  each  side  were  enflamed; 
vrith  mortal  enmity  against  each  other;   atu)  the- 
snperetitious  Irish  were  driven  even  to  phiienzy  by' 
tbetr  priests,  who  assured  them  from  old  proph^is' 
that  this  day  would  prove  fatal  to  heresy.    Thefi^' 
assault  was  riolent ;  and  the  dispositions  of  ^  fiagnal^  • 
we  are  tokl,  were  by  no  means  judicious.     IntheCuBdm. 
heat  of  the  engagement,  an  accidental  explosion  of 
some  powder  cast  the  royalists  into  a  dangerous  dis- 
order:    and    was    immediateljr  succeeded    by  the 
death  of  their  general,  who,*  m  raising  his  beaver,  Salliv.  at 
received  a  fatal  shot  in  the  forehead.     The  victory  ^"P- 
of  the  Northerns  was  complete.     FiAeen  hundred 
soldiers  of  Hie  royal  army,  and  thirteen   gallant 
officers,  were  slain  m  the  field ;  and  that' the  slaugh- 
ter was  not  still  greater,  is  imputed  by  the  English  M<>T^m^  . 
wnters  to  the  bravery  and  address  of  Montague, J^'  ^^* 
commander  of  the  cavalry ;  by  the  Irish,  to  the  gal- Camden. 
Untry  of  O'Reily,  a  loyal  Irish  chieftain,  who  lost 
his  life,  in  covering  the  reti^eat.     The  Irish  acknow-*^^"^ 
ledged  no  greater  loss  than  that  of  two  hundred 
slain,  and  six  hundred  wounded.     They  reckoned 
thirty.four  ensigns  taken,  with  other  honors  of  war. 
But  what  was  of  real  consequence,  they  became 
masters  of  all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  avid  provi- 
sions of  the  royal  army,  together  with  a  quantity  of 
arms.   The  fort  of  Blackwater  was  immediately  sur-  A.  D. 
rendered,  and  the  remains  of  the  royalists  who  had^^^^- 
ft^  for  shelter  to  Armagh,  were  soon  obliged  to 
evacuate  this  town. 

Incohsiderable  as  this  victory  may  be  dtetfmed, 
W  those  who  form  their  ideas  from  extensive  scenes 
^  action ;  in  Ireland  it  was  great,  descisive,  and 
niomentous.      The  illustrious  O'Nial    was  every 

where 
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where  extolted  as  the  tteliTerer  of  his  coantry :  and 
the  disatfected  in  all  quarters  condemned  their  owa 
weak  and  passive  conduct,  which  had  deprived  them 
of  the  like  glory.    Those  of  Ulster  who  had  wa- 
SoIlmD.  vered  in  their  alfegiance,  now  declared  at  once  for 
their  countrvmen.    In  Connaught  the  revolt  was 
eeaeraK      The  Irish  septs  of  Leinster,  who  had 
hitherto  confined  themselves  to  some  short  occaai- 
.  onal  insurrections,  now  broke  out  in  full  fury,  of 
rebellion,  and  bad  defiance  to  English  govemsnent. 
The  chieftain  O'Moore  had  regained  entire  posses- 
non  of  Leix,  his  antient  patrimony ;  and  was  ena- 
bled, at  the  instanoos  ct  Pierce  I^y^  a  rebel  of 
English  race,  and  agent  of  O'Nial,  to  lead  some 
forces  ifito  Munster,  in  order  to  raise  an  insurrection 
in  this  province.    Various  were  the  dissati^actions 
and  complaints  of  the  great  Irish  leaders  of  the 
South;  and  those  whose  lands  had  been  forfeited 
in  the  Desmond  rebellion,  harboured  an  implacable 
resentment  against  the  state.    Those  who  had  un- 
dertaken the  plantation  of  these  lands,  either  entire- 
Iforyson.^y  ^^^^"^^"^  them,  or  neglected  to  fulfil  their  co- 
p. 63.      tenants:  disaflected  Irish  swarmed  in  their  estates; 
and  instead  of  being  provided  with  two  thousstid 
fighting  men,  no  more  than  two  hundred  of  English 
birth  could  be  found  among  them,  on  the  first  en- 
SalliTan.  tfance  of  the  rebels  into  Munster.     Sir  Thomas 
p.  157,     Norris,  the  lord -president,  deemed  it  necessary  to 
^         retire  to  Cork,  and  not  without  being  harasseci  in 
his  retreat  by  O'Moore.     The  flame  of  insurrection 
was  instantly  lighted  up,  and  spread  through  all  the 
southern  province.     The  lords  of  Lixnaw,  Permoy, 
Mountgarret,  Cahir^   united   with   the  Irish  clans 
against  the  queen;    those  Geraldines,  who  were 
known  by  the  fantastical  Irish  titles  of  Knioht  op 
THE   Valley,   and  The   White   Knight,   joined 
in  the  rebellion :   and  to  give  their  party  greater 
weight  and  popularity,  James,  nephew  to  the  )ate 
unhappy  lord  Gerald^  was  by  the  agents  of  Tirone, 

solemid]^ 
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adkmtily  invest^  with  tbe  tifle  of  earl  of  Desmoficl, 
which  together  wilh  his  lands,  Aow  to  be  recovered,  ^'^J^* 
he  stipulated  to  hold  in  vassalage  to  The  O'Nial.^^ 
Having  no  enemy  to  encounter,  the  rebels  every 
virhere  committed  the  most  desperate  and  abomi- 
nable outrages ;  and  particularly  on  the  English  uii>» 
dertakers^  who  fled  from  their  dwellings,  even 
when  flight  was  less  dangerous  than  defence ;  and 
became  a  prey  to  their  vindictive  enemies. 

NoTHiMG   could    be    more  melaachcrfy,  nor  ap- 
parently more  desperate^  than  the  present  condition 
of  English  government.    The  royalists^  cooped  up 
in  towns,  acted  every  where  on  the  defensive,  bar- 
assed  and  insolted  by  the  enemy,  to  whom  the  whole 
open  country  was  afaiaadoned,  and  who  rioted  in  all 
the  enormities  of  revenge,  lust,  and  rapine,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom.    The  chieftain  of  Tirona^ 
who  claimed  the  honor  of  all  this  havock,  dispatch* 
ed  his  emissaries  to  the  king  of  Spain,  magnifying 
his  successes,  professing  his  attachment^  and  request-    ' 
ing  succours  for  tbe  accomplishment  of  a  work  hi* 
therto  attended  with  such  amazing  success ;  and 
at  die  same  time,  with  a  ridiculous  insolence,  a^ 
tempted  to  amuse  theeart.of  Ormond  by  new  over* 
lures  of  submission.      Repeated   dispatches    were 
aent  into  England,  representing  the  dangerous  situa« 
tion  of  Irish  afliiirs,  with  pressing  instances  for  addi* 
tional  troops.    The  queen,  more  provoked  at  the 
vexatious  burden,  than  solicitous  for  the  real  welfare 
of  her  Irish  dominions/  condemned  the  conduct  of 
Ormond  in  not  undertaking  the  northern  war  in 
person,  instead  of  entrusting  it  to  Sir  Henry  Bag-^^ 
.  nal ;  ordered  him  passionately  to  purge  the  army 
df  Jrish ;    named  Sir  Richard  Bingham,  now  re* 
Btored  to  favor,  to  succeed  this  unhappy  officer  as 
marshal  of  Ireklnd  ;  and  on  his  sudden  death,  ap-  , 
pointed  Sir  Samuel  Bagnal  to  lead  two  thousand 
men  into  this  kingdom.    They  had  been  destined 
to  form  a  garrison  at.  Loughfoyle  on  the  bacJc  of 
(be  northern  rebelft;  «but  wow  it  was  deemed  neeee* 
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tery   to' litafion    diem    in    Leiiiftter,   in  order  to 
strengthen  ike  heart  of  Uie  kin^om.     . 

Bvf  such  a  fNTovision  was  by  no  means  (hougbt 
adequate  to  the  pcessiiig  necessities  of  Irebiid.    At 
a  lime  whan  (his  country  was  one  general  scene  of 
iasiirrectioD^    Elisabetli   received  intelligenee  from 
4he  king  of  Scots^  that.  Philip  of  Spain,  was  pre* 
pariiig  fos  a  powerful  invasion  of  her  domimoas ; 
Rymsr.    that  &rty  thousand  men  were  raised  for  a  descent  on 
^^M.     K^cTI^ii^I'  *^  ^^  supposed;  and  twelve  thousaml 
^  destined  for  the  assistance  of  her  rebel-subjects  in 

< Ireland.  The  preservation  of  tliis  kingdom  wag 
now  become  a  serioim  object  of  attention  in  her 
•councils;  and  so'forcibly  were  they  impressed  witli 
the  danger  aad  futility  of  ail  temporizing  expedi- 
ents^ that  it  was  universally  agreed  that  nothing  but 
.a  formidable  army^  and  an  experienced  general, 
<onld  preserve  the  realm  of  Irelam)  from  the  enemies 
of  the  crown. 

The  earl  of  Essex  had  for  some  time  captivated 
the  queeOj  by   the  charms  of  his  person  and  con- 
versatioo*     And  although  he  had  lately,  in  a  con- 
sultation on  Irisb  afl^ir^,  provoked  her  to  aq  intern- 
Gundeo.  -perate  blow,  by  the  un<^uarded  haughtiness  of  bis 
demeanor,  and  passionately  expres^  his  resent- 
•ment  at  this  insult,  yet  he  was  resloi^ed  to  grace «  at 
onoe  the  most  popular  lord  in  England,  and  tlic 
f^realest  fiivorite  with  his  sovereign.     The  death 
of  lord  Burleigh  left  him  without  any  rival  in  her 
eonfidence;  though  still  exposed   to  the  envy  of 
aspiring  courtiers,  who  interpreted  all  his  actions 
•with  a  secret  malignity,    while  they  IumI  neither 
-power  nop  confidence  to  attack  him  openly.    On 
the  present  deliberations  about  the  aftairs  of.  Ice- 
land, the«qi|een  had  proposed  to  commit  the  go- 
vernment  of  this  kingdom  to  Blount  lord  Mount- 
joy.    JBssex  warmly  opposed  it.     He  objected  that 
•  this  lord  had  not  suflScient  experience  in  the  aflbirs 
.of  war  to  be.  entrusted  with  a  service  of  such  conflp- 
-.quence^  and  that  his  retired  and  studious  life  was  ill 
r  Lt  calcuUted 
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calculated  for  a  course  of  vigor  and  activity.  Ho 
inveio^hed  bitterly  against  the  conduct  of  those  who 
had  lately  commanded  the.  queen's  forces  in  Ire- 
land. "  They  had  suffered  themselves  to  be  amused 
'^  vrith  insidious  overtures  and  promises ;  they  had 
''  neglected  to  strike  at  the  very  head  of  the  rebel- 
'^  lion  ;  and  instead  of  planting  their  garrisons  in 
"  the  North,  so  as  to  hem  in  the  rebels  of  this  pro- 
''  vince^  and  keep  them  in  perpetual  agitation  and 
"  distress,  they  had  wasted  the  queen's  forces  in 
"  unnecessary  expeditions,  without  glory  to  them- 
'^  selves^  or  advantage  to  the  crowu."  The  con- 
duct of  the  Irish  war,  he  observed,  necessarily  de- 
manded a  brave  and  skilful  general,  one  of  weight 
and  dignity,  one  known  to  possess  the  confidence  of 
his  royal  mistress,  and  who  must  therefore  stand  su- 
perior to  the  petty  factions  of  Ireland,  and  every 
where  command  the  due  respect  and  deference.  So 
distinctly  did  he  mark  out  his  own  character,  that 
his  desire  of  being  invested  with  the  government  of 
Ireland  could  not  be  mistaken,  and  both  his  friends 
and  enemies  concurred  in  renderinghis  desire  ef- 
fectual. Whether  he  imagined  that  his  interest 
with  the  queen  was  too  firmly  established  to  be  at 
all  affected  ,by  any  short  absence  from  her  court, 
and  therefore  tlic  more  freely  indulged  his  passion 
for  military  glory ;  or  whether  he  listened  to  those 
creatures,  who  in  the  ardor  of  their  attachment^ 
pleaded  his  right  of  succession  to  the  throne:  and 
therefore  wished  to  ntand  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army;  certain  it  is,  tUit  he  received  the  pressir.^- 
instances  of  the  court  to  undertake  the  conduct  of 
Irish  afiuirs,  with  ati  affected  coyness,  and  secret 
pleasure.  His  friends  hoped  that  after  a  short  ab- 
sence, he  should  return  witn  a  considerable  accession 
of  honor,  influence  and  power:  his  enemies  flat- 
tered themselves,  that  if  oncQ  removed  from  court, 
his  engaging  qualities  would  be  gradually  effaced 
from  the  mind  of  Elizabeth,  and  that  his  pride  and 
intemperance  would  then  make  their  full  impression 
Vol.  II.  2Y  on 
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en  her  imperiotis  spirit.  Had  they  really  dreaded 
any  schemes  of  disloyalty  in  this  lord^  their  duty 
obliged  them  to  oppose  his  being  placed  at  tlie  head 
of  an  army.  But  as  their  sole  obiect  was^  to  give 
a  free  qourse  to  his  confidence  and  precipitation^  so 
as  to  make  him  author  of  his  oivn  ruin^  they  con*> 
curred  \%'ith  the  flattery  of  his  friends^  and  the  par* 
tiality  of  the  queen;  and  Essex^  at  the  united  iii« 
stances  of  all^  consented  to  assume  the  government 
Rymcr,  of  Ireland.  His  patent  was  granted  with  the  title 
t.  xvi  p.  of  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  with  more  extensive  power 
^'  than  almost  any  governor  had  enjoyed;  besides  aa 
extraordinary  authority  of  pardonmg  all  treasons, 
even  such  as  touched  the  queen's  person^  of  remov- 
ing oflicers  and  confemng  dignities^  he  was  led  to 
conduct  the  war  at  his  own  discretion^  and  furnished 
with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men^  such  a  force 
as  had  not  yet  been  sent  into  Ireland^  and  such  as 
those  who  were  strangers  to  this  country^  conceived 
to  be  utterly  inxsistilne. 

The  insurgents  of  Ireland  seemed  not  dismayed 
by  this  formidable  preparation ;  they  even  took  oc- 
casion from  thence  to  confirm  the  inveteracy  of  the 
disaifectcd,  and  to  persuade  the  wavering,  that  tbeir 
very  being  now  depended  on  uniting  bravely  with 
Camden,  .their  countrymen.  *'  Our  grievances/'  said  they, 
^  have  been  frequently  laid  before  the  throne,  but 
"  wifhofit  redress  or  notice.  Treaties  have  been 
'^  violated;  submissions  received^  with  a  shameful 
^  and  contemptuons  disregard  to  the  most  solemn 
'^ promises;  onr  fortunes  have  been  torn  from  us; 
*'  our  consciences  have  been  enslaved ;  but  our  op- 
'^  pressors,  not  yet  satiated^  now  prepare  to  exter- 
*'  minate  the  wretched  natives  who  have  presumed 
*'  to  assert  their  liberty^  land  thirs  to  erecrt  a  tyraa- 
**  nical  dominion  even  over  those  who  call  them- 
*'  selves  English  subjects,  and  are  so  infatuated,  as 
''  not  to  discern,  that  the  present  is  the  common 
*'  cause  of  all/'  Such  was  the  alarm  conceived  or 
affected  in  Ireland^  that  the  queen  thought  it  ne^ 
eossary^  by  proclamation^  utterly  to  disavow  all  in- 

tCfl' 
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tentions  a^inst  the  liberty  of  a  country,  if?herc  she 
Jiad   so   great  a  niiinber  of  loyal  subjects  ;  the  war 
«he  declared  was  to  be  direi^ted  only  against  the  ob- 
stinately rebellious ;  and  that  her  mercy  should  be 
«till  emended  to  those  who  sought  it  by  sincere  pe- 
Tiitence  and  submission.     Yet  such  was  the  effect  of 
these  factious  clamors^  or  such  the  unshaken  obsti- 
nacy of  the  insurgents^  that  when  Essex  arrived  at^^^- 
Dublin  in  all  the  pomp  of  a  military  hero  hastening  j[^^^ 
to  assured  victory,  he  learned  that  the  rebels  of  the  p.  77.  ^ 
several  ^  provinces  exceeded  the  utmost  number  of 
the  forces  assigned  to  him,  were  of  abler  bodies^ 
more  patient  of  the  fatigues  of  war,  and  for  the 
most  part^  better  trained  to  arms,  than  his  new  le- 
vies :  that  the  rebel-earl  of  Tirone,  who  ha,d  called 
a  council  of  war  on  his  arrival,  resolutely  deter- 
mined to  oppose  the  queen's  forces  in  the  Norths 
with  a  body  of  six  thousand  men ;  while  O'Donnel, 
with  four  thousand,  was  to  carry  on   the  war  in 
Connanght;  that  the  rebels  of  Mun^ter  had  bound 
themselves  by  a  solemn  oath  to  be  faithful  to  their 
cause ;  that  not  one  of  the  insurgents,  as  was  usual 
at  the  appearance  of  great  military  preparations, 
deigned  to  submit  and  sue  for  pardon  i  and  that 
even  those  subjects  who   had   not  swerved   from 
their  allegiance,  betrayed  manifest  signs  ofdisaffoCir 
tion  and  reluctance  to  serve  the  qiieeu ;  and  in  manv 
instances  were  known  to  bold  aorrespondence  with 
the  rebels. 

In  such  alarming  circumstances,  the  earl  com- 
menced his  administration  in  such  a  manner,  as  gaveCumdcfu 
the  strongest  reason  for  suspicion,  that  his  sole  ob-  Moryw*. 
jcct  was  to  strengthen  his  own  personal  power  and 
influence.  Contrary  to  the  queen's  directions,  he 
made  his  intimate  finend>  the  earl  of  Southiampton^ 
general  of  horse;  and  in  despite  of  her  remon- 
strances, continued  him  in  this  command.  With 
equal  contempt  of  hist  instructions,  he  lavished  tbe 
honor  of  knighthood*  so  hiffhly  estimated  at  this 
time,  on  every  person  whom  ne  thought  worth  pur* 
cha^ng  Iq  his  party.    He  had  been  expressly  com* 

mauded^ 
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.tnandcd^  agreeably  to  his  own  sentiments  declared 
111  council^  to  strike  directlv  at  the  northern  rebels; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  plant  garrisons  at  Lough- 
ib^le^  and  Ballyshannon^  so  as  to  surround  them 
^ith  Ills  forces.  But  the  Irish  privy-counsellors, 
many  of  ^hom  were  deeply  interested  in  the  new- 
planted  lands  of  Munstcr^  urged  him  to  turn  his 
arms  to  the  relief  of  this  province  ;  and  professing 
deference  to  their  opinion,  he  marched  into  the 
Suiliran,  South.  In  his  passage  through  Leinster,  he  had  the 
p.  163.  mortification  of  being  considerably  harassed  by 
O'Moore/  the  chieftain  of  Leix.  Such  petty  inci- 
dents are  disregarded  by  the  English  writers;  but 
the  Irish  boast,  that  their  countrymen  fell  upon  his 
rear  with  great  advantage,  killed  a  number  of  his 
men,  and  several  otficers ;  and  that  from  a  quanti- 
ty of  plQmes  of  feathers  taken  from  his  gay  soldiers, 
the  place  of  action  was  called  the  Pas9  of  Plumes. 
He  arrived  at  his  destination,  only  to  lay  siege  to  a 
castle  belonging  to  lord  Cahir;  and  by  the  opposi- 
tion he  received  from  the  titular  earl  of  Desmond, 
ten  days  were  wasted  in  the  reduction  of  it.  So  con- 
fident were  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  inferi- 
ority of  their  numbers,  that  it  was  resolved  to  break 
from  their  retreats  suddenly,  and  to  attack  diiFercat 
bodies  of  his  army  at  once  :  but  by  some  disagree- 
ment among  their  leaders,  the  scheme  miscarried  ; 
and  Essex  was  lefl  to  march  throua;h  the  province 
without  opposition,  and  waste  his  forces  in  a  fruit- 
less pursuit  of  the  rebels. 
The  northern  insurgents  in  the  mean  time  pro- 
-.  ceeded  with  address  and  vigour.     The  chieftain  of 

p^^^9  Tirone  was  indefatigable  in  confirming  his  adhe- 
rents, and  defeating  every  attempt  to  seduce  them. 
He  stationed  parties  on  the  passes  of  Loughfoyle 
and  Ballyshannon,  to  oppose  any  English  garrisons 
that  might  attempt  to  settle  there.  He  received 
ammunition  from  Spain ;  and,  in  ooncun'cnce  with 
O'Doanel,  hired  a  considerable  body  of  Scottish 
islanders  to  strengthen  their  forces,  which  by  this 

time 


Ch.4.  ELIZABETH.  357 

time  amounted  to  nine  thousand  foot,  and  fourteen 
hundred  horse.    He  chose  an  advantageous  ground 
between Dundatk  and  Newry,  where  he  lay  strongly 
lentrenched  with  his  main  body ;  declaring  his  reso- 
lution of  giving  battle,   and  his  confidence  of  suc- 
cess.    Even  the  rebels  of  Leinster,  though  less  nu- 
merous, had  now  learned  to  look  on  their  enemies 
without  terror.      About  six  hundred  of  the  queen's 
forces  were  encountered  by  the  sept  of  O'Byrne ; 
and  instead  of  bravely  defending  themselves  against 
inferior  numbers,  were  seized  with  a  sudden  panic, 
and  shamefully  defeated.  And  when  Essex  returned 
into  Leinster  with  an  enfeebled  and  diminished  ar- 
my, he  could  express  his  vexation  only  by  decimat- 
ing the  unfortunate  troops,  cashiering  their  officers, 
and  executing  the  chief  delinquent. 
-   Every  instance  of  his  misguided  conduct,  and 
every  mortification  of  his  arms,   were  received  with 
delight  by  his  enemies  in  England.      The  sanguine 
hopes  which  Elizabeth  had  conceived   of  her  fa- 
vourite were  entirely  defeated,   and  every  artifice 
ifcras  used  to  exasperate  her  disappoirituHnit.     The 
earl  had  written  to  the  queen  from    Munster,   in 
terms,  totally  different  from  those  which  his  rash 
presumption  had  dictated  in  England.     lie  now  ex- j^j     ^^^^ 
patiates  on  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  represents  p.  so. 
the  disaffection  as  general,  arising  from  an  aversion 
both  to  the  religion  and  government  of  England  ; 
hints  at  the  expediency  of  breaking  the  rebels  by 
secret  practices;  at  the  necessity  of  hunting  out 
their  priests,  the  chief  agents  in  cementing  them  : 
recommends  it  to  the  queen,   if  she  woulcl  have  a 
strong  party  among  the  Irish,  to  hide  fi-om  them  all 
purpose  of  establishing  English  government,  till  their 
strength  should  be  completely  broken :  advises  that 
the  coasts  b^  guarded,  the  towns  occupied  by  strong 
garrisons,  and  prevented  from  supplying  the  rebels: 
and  upon  comparison  of  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  the  state,  expresses  his  confidence,  that 

although 
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altlioun^h  the  rebels  be  superior  in  number^  have 
abler  bodies^  and  perfecter  use  of  arms,  y^t  as  the 
queen  commands  the  towns  and  champai^  countries 
has  a  brave  nobility  and  gallant  officers,  may  cut 
otf  the  enemy's  provisions,  and  lay  their  territories, 
waste,  victory  must  in  the  end  be  certain,  though 
the  work  of  care,  expence,  and  time.  He  con- 
cludes with  a  warm  expostulation  on  the  practices 
of  bis  enemies,  and  the  impression  they  have  made 
upon  the  queen ;  with  passionate  expressions  of  fi* 
delity  and  attachment  to  her  service. 

Tnis  was  answered  by  a  sharp  reprehension  of 
his  southern  expedition,  and  a  peremptory  mandate 

Iforywm,  t^  proceed  against  the  insurgents  of  the  North. 

Pl80.  The  earl  pieced  the  advice  of  the  Irish  council, 
who  by  their  experience  seemed  most  capable  of  di- 
recting his  operations ;  and  promised  to  march  ifn* 
mediately  against  Tirone.  Scarcely  had  his  dis« 
patches  been  sent  away,  when  by  other  letters  he 
declared,  that  for  the  present  he  was  obliged  to 
make  an  expedition  into  Leix  and  O'Fally,  to  sup- 
press the  commotions  of  Leinster;  and  that,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  proceed  against  the  North- 
ems,  it  was  neces$ary  to  send  out  of  England  an 
additional  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  men. 
The  queen  was  astonished  and  confounded.  The 
enemies  of  the  earl  of  Essex,  who  determined  that 
he  should  not  be  denied  any  means  of  success  be 
could  devise,  prevailed  on  her  to  grant  his  additi- 
onal demand ;  ftn4  Essex  prepared  for  his  nortberq 
expedition. 

Sir    Conyers  ClifEbrd,    lord-president    of    Con-? 

Ik  p.  87.  naught,  was  ordered  to  draw  his  forces. to  Beleek, 
in  order  to  make  a  diversion  on  that  side,  while 
Essex  made  his  grand  attacH  MPon  the  rebels.  He 
obeyed,  and  marched  ^ith  fifteen  hundred  foot, 
and  about  two  hundred  cavalry;  whenO'Ruarc, 
one  of  the  rebel-leaders,  issuing  suddenly  from  his 
ambush,  with  no  more  than  two  hundred  men,  at- 
tacked the  party  in  a  mountainous  and  embarassed 
sitqation,  cast  them  into  confusion,  killc^i  one  hun* 

dred 
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dred  and  twenty,  aoipng  whom  Clifford  him^clf^ 
and  soiQe  other  officers,  fell  at  the  first  onset,  and 
)ursued  his  victory^  till  by  the  valor  of  the  horse 
le  was  again  driven  into  his  woods.  But  the  queen's 
brces  deprived  of  their  general,  and  dreadingto 
>e  again  attacked  by  O'Donnel,  instead  of  pursuing 
their  intended  course,  deemed  it  necessary  to  return 
to  their  garrison.     The  loss  in  this  encounter  was  of 
little  moment,  compared  to  the  impression  made  on 
the  minds   of  the  soldiery.     The  English  levies  Mory90D» 
^e wed  the  utmost  reluctance  to  march  through  a  P-^* 
strange  countiy,  where  at  every  step  they  were  li- 
able to  be  surprised ;  and  deserted  in  considerable 
numbers.  The  Irish  royalists  despised  an  unsuccessk 
ful  general,  and  fled  to  their  countrymen.    .Essex 
now  wrote  to  England,   that  tlie  whole  number  of 
forces  under  his  immediate  command  amounted  to 
no  more  than  four  thousand  efiective  men ;   that  all 
his  intended  euterprizes  must  necessarily  be  suspend^ 
ed,  and  that  for  this  season  he  could  but  draw  to« 
wards  the  borders  of  Ulster  three  thousand  five 
hundred  foot,  and  three  hundred  horse.     To  justify 
tliis  conduct,  his  letters  were  accompanied  with  the  lb.p.8& 
opinion  of  the  principal  officers,  subscribed  and  at« 
tested. 

With  this  force  the  earl  marched  to  the  north- 
ern borders.  Tirone,  who,  besides  his  expectati- 
ons of  powerful  assistance  from  Spain,  knew  that  the 
most  eiFectual  means  of  ruining  the  royal  anny  was 
by  protracting  the  war,  determined  to  recur  to  his 
old  artifices.  He  appeared  with  his  forces  at  ^ome 
distance,  and  sent  a  messenger  to  Essex  to  desire  a 
parley.  He  was  answered  that  the  lord  lieutenant 
should  meet  him  next  morning  at  the  head  of  his 
army.  He  again  entreated  for  a  conference,  re- 
peated his  assurances  that  he  would  cast  himself  up-> 
on  the  royal  mercy;  and  at  length  obtained  permis- 
sion to  attend  the  earl  of  Essex  at  a  ford  near  the 
principal  town  of  the  county  of  Louth.  There  was  MS.  TnX 
one  Thoma$i  Lee^  who  had  for  some  years  terved       Dub! 

in 
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in  (he  Irish  wars  with  good  credit^  a  creature  of  the 
earl,  and  the  intimate  of  Tirone.  He  had  ventured 
in  the  year  1594,  to  address  a  letter  to  the  queen, 
in  which  he  fully  stated  the  wrongs  and  grievances 
of  this  lord  and  insisted  upon  the  sincerity  and  loy- 
Carodcn.  aity  of  his  dispositions.  This  man  was  busily  em- 
ployed, on  the  night  preceding  the  intended  con- 
ference, in  passing,  between  the  two  generals,  and 
hoidingpriyate  interviews  with  each;  a  circumstance 
which  did  not  escape  the  enemies  of  the  earl  of  Es- 
sex in  England,  who  had  their  spies  in  his  very 
camp.  And  still  to  encrease  their  suspicions,  the 
earl  deigned  to  confer  for  a  considerable  time  with 
Tirone,  without  any  witness  of  their  parley..  The 
northern  chieftain  had  an  insinuating  and  flattering 
address.  While  Essex  stopped  at  the  bank  of  the 
river  to  receive  his  overtures,  with  the  stateliness 
of  a  superior,  the  earl  plunged  into  the  stream  up 
to  his  very  saddle,  as  it  with  an  impatience  to  cast 
himself  at  the  feet  of  this  illustrious  governor.  He 
explained  his  grievances  with  a  well  dissembled  hu- 
mility: possibly  w^as  heard,  not  without  some  fa- 
vor and  partiality  ;  and,  well  informed  of  the  cha- 
racter of  EJssex,  seems  to  have  gradually  led  him 
into  a  familiar  and  confidential  strain  of  conversati- 
on, in  which  the  lord  lieutenant  incautiously  laid 
open  some  of  the  extravagant  and  crude  schemes  of 
his  ambition.  At  least  it  is  confessed,  that  Tirone 
assured  him,  that  if  he  would  take  his  direction,  he 
would  make  him  the  greatest  lord  in  En«^land ;  and 
that  shortly  after  this  conference,  he  declared  to  his 
followers,  that  new  disorders  were  soon  to  arise  in 
England,  which  would  require  his  presence  in  that 
country.  When  this  private  interview  had  been 
can-ied  on  for  a  considerable  time,  Essex  at  length 
called  on  Southampton,  and  five  other  principal 
officers  to  attend  him.  Tirone  on  his  partsum- 
moncd  his  brother  Cormac,  and  an  equal  number 
of  his  party. 

The 
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The  conference  was  now  opened  in  due  form, 
with  sufficient  witnesses  on  each  side.  Tirone  re* 
peated  the  grievances  which  had  induced  the 
Northerns  to  take  arms,  and  proposed  the  condi* 
tions  on  which  they  consented  to  return  to  their 
allegiance;  a  general  amnesty,  a  firee^exercise  of  re- 
ligion, the  restoration  of  their  lands,  and  an  exemp- 
tion tirom  English  government.  Essex  promised  to 
transmit  their  desires  to  the  queeo,  and  was  evenMorveon, 
akrcused  of  promising  to  prevail  on  her  to  grant P-^- 
them,  as  highly  equitable  and  reasonable.  In  the 
mean  time  it  was  agreed,  thai  a  truce  should  be 
made  for  six  weeks^  to  be  renewed  from  time  to 
time  for  the  same  term,  leaving  each  party  at  liberty 
to  renew  the  war  on  fourteen  days  previous  notice  ; 
and  if  any  of  the  .confederate  Irish  should  refuse 
to  adhere  to  this  agreement,  Tirone  eng^iged  to 
leave  them  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  lord-iicuteuant 
at  his  pleasure. 

This  accommodation,  made  with  a  faithless  and 
insidious  enemy,  wa3  not  necessary  to  complete  the 
mortification  ot^  the  queen,  and  the  triumph  of  the 
enemies  of  her  larorite.  She  did  not  impute  the 
fiitile  and  dishonorable  procedure  of  tlie  earl  to 
any  deficiency  of  ^piHt ;  she  dreaded  some  clan- 
destine scheme  not  yet  unravelled;  she  saw  the 
whole  folly  of  fir^t  provoking  a  nobleman  of  a 
towering  and  impetuous  spirit,  and  then  entrusting 
hitn  with  a  dangerous  authority*  She  was  heard  to 
lament  that  Essex  was  possessed  with  designs  quite  Camden, 
diiferent  from  the  service  of  his  queen  and  country. 
Though  urgently  pressed  to  recal  him,  she  would 
n6t  venture  to  tempt  his  violence  by  such  a  measure. 
She  contented  herself  (before  she  had  yet  heard  of 
the  cessation  made  with  the  Nortlierns)  to  address  a 
letter  to  her  Irish  governor  aud  council,  in  which 
she  enlarged  on  all  the  misconduct  of  the  war,  in 
such  stately  terms  of  indignation  and  rci^ntn.ent,  asMoryson, 
suited  an  offended  sovereign..  Every  word  pierced p- i^i* 
deeply  litUo  the  hearfc  of  Essex ;  and  as  he  imputed 
Iha  whole  to  the  practices  of  his  enemies,  his  im- 
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plitience  burst  out  into  the  most  extravagant  me- 
naces of  revenge. 

His  scheme  \va8  nothiug  less  momentous  (and  be 
Cwnden.  had  entertained  it  for  some  time)  than  that  of 
marching  into  England  with  the  flower  of  his  army, 
and  executing  bis  vengeance  by  force  of  arms; 
confident  that  his  popularity  would  command  num- 
bers; and  that  in  a  kingdom  which  harboured 
many  secret  male-contents,  they,  who  had  no  per<> 
sonai  affection  for  the  Earl  of  Essex,  would  yet 
crowd  to  his  standard  for  the  sake  of  innovation. 
The  first  suspicions  of  this  design  were  carefully 
conveyed  to  tlie  E^iglish  court,  by  men  purposely  em- 
ployed to  watch  every  word  and  action  of  this  earl. 
A  rumour,  industriously  propagated,  thai  the  king  of 
Spain  meditated  an  invai^on  of  England,  wag  made 
a  pi-etence  for  suddenly  levying  six  thobsand  men 
in  London,  of  whom  three  thousand  weire  appointed 
to  guard  the  queen's  person.  Intelligences  less 
alarming  were  received  from  Ireland;  and  these 
levies  were  speed  ily  disbanded .  The  temperate  coun- 
sels of  the  earl  of  Southampton,  th6  intimiite  friend 
of  Essex,  and  of  Sir  Christopher  Blunt,  who  was 
mc^rried  to  his  mother,  servt^  to  allay  the  first  fiir^r 
of  his  resentment  r  they  urged  the  odiousness,  ini- 
4\nitj,  and  disloyalty  of  his  design,  and  persuaded 
him  to  adopt  less  obnoxious  measufes.  He  had  the 
Rot  Can.  precaution  toon  after  his  arrival  in  Irelatad^  to  obtain 
Hib.  41.  a  warrant  from  the  queen,  empowering  him  at  any 
*^  time,  without  waiting  for  especial  smnlnonS,  to  re- 
pair to  England,  and  delegate  his  gov«nimeRtto 
two  lords  justices;  provided  that  he  should  never 
adventure  to  retuni,  until  the  kingdom  should  be 
so  settled,  that  no  danger  might  arise  from  his  de- 
parture ;  a  matter  whereof  he  was  coafimanded  to 
take  especial  ^are,  as  he  would  answer  it  Hede« 
termined  to  avail  himself  of  this  warrant,  afthongh 
the  queen's  last  letter  etpressty  direeted  hita  to  at- 
tend to  the  affaira  of  bis  govenlmrent.  He  recol- 
lected that  the  earl  of  LeicesC6r  bad  returned  from 
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the  LioW  Conotries  contrary  to  commwud,  liad  made, 
his  peace  with  the  queen^  and  coiifcHitided  fiis  ene- 
mies.^ Hoping  no  less  success,  he  suddenly  depart- 
ed with  some  few  gentlemen  in  his  train,  leaving  the 
^vemment  to  the  chancellor  Loftus,  and  Sir  George 
Carew;  appeared  at  court  before  his  intentions  were^*"^**^ 
suspected  ;  rushed  through  the  apartments,  covered 
with  dust  and  sweat,  and  surprised  the  queen,  who 
was  newly  risen,  and  dressing  in  her  bed 'Chamber^ 
by  fallings  on  his  knees  before  her,-  and  kissing  her 
hand.  In  the  first  unguarded  emotions  of  her  heart, 
she  forsot  his  errors,  and  received  him  graciously^ 
But  when,  on  serious  recollection,  her  pride  was 
awakened,  and  her  poUcy  found  leisure  to  operate^ 
her  demeanor  became  totally  changed;  she  com* 
manded  him  to  confine  himself  to  his  chamber, 
until  her  further  pleasure  should  be  known.  She 
directed  her  council  to  examine  him ;  and  as  the 
explanations  of  his  conduct  were  by  no  means  sa-^*"*^^ 
tisfkctory,  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
lord-keeper. 

Instead  of  pursuing  this  unhappy  lord  through 
the  vicissitudes  of  his  fortune,  down  to  his  fatal  ca- 
tastrophe, weVre  necessarily  confined  to  Ireland, 
and  the  effect  which  his  departure  produced  on  tlie 
disorders  of  this  kingdom.  That  the  Irish  iasur* 
gents  had  at  all  sustained  the  storm  of  such  an  ar- 
mament as  Essex  had  led  against  them^  was  no  in- 
considerable encouragement  to  their  rebellion ;  as 
it  was  not  probable  that  England  should  ever  make 
any  more  formidable  effort  to  reduce  them.  Ti- 
rone,  who  had  not  only  been  unassailcd,  but  admit- 
ted to  treat  on  ternis  of  equality  with  the  queen's 
general,  felt  his  own  conseauence;  extended  his 
views  and  pressed  on,  inderatigably,  in  what  he 
deemed  the  path  of  honor.  Scarcely  had  the 
earl  of  Essex  returned  to  England,  when  new  sup- 
pfies  of  money  and  amm«inition  arrived  from  Spain, 
and  new  assurances  that  the  northern  Irish  should 
soon  receive  a  powerful  reinforcement  from  this 
'aountry.  Doa  Mattheo  Ovi^o^  a  Spanish  ecclesi- 
astic 
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Moryi.  aslic,  on  wliom  the  pope  had  conferred  the  litle  of 
Siiiii!^  «rclibisl:op  of  Dublin,  arrived  with  these  supplies; 
p"ie7,  «"d  *^s  a  token  of  the  paternal  affection  and  ex- 
traoniinary  reverence  of  the  pontiff  for  the  prince 
of  Ulster  (as  Tirone  waHcal1e«l)  prenented  him  with 
an  hallowed  plume,  Mhich  the  holy  father  gravely 
declared  to  be  the  feathers  of  a  phoenix. 

Klevated  by  this  t1atterin<r  mark  of  attention, 
Tirone  now  declared  himself  the  champion  of  the 
holy  faith ;  and  in  full  confidence  of  success,  soon 
lifter  the  expiration  of  the  first  period  of  his  truce, 
recommenced  Iiostilities.     The  royalists,  who  were 
not  well  prepared  to  oppose  him,  expostulated  on 
Morys.     this  violation   of  his  treaty.       He  coldly  replied 
p.  101.     that  he  had  g'ven  the  necessary  notification  of  his 
iti tent  ions ;  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  recall  them, 
Hs  his  confederates  had  been  dispatched  into  different 
cpiarters  of  the  kino^iom  to  renew  the  war.    The 
enrl  of  Ormond,  who  hail  been  again  appointed 
f  Irodu    *ord'*®"*^"«"t  of  the  anny,  now  proceeded  to  make 
p^ao.    *  head  against  the  Northerns  with  such  forces  as  he 
could  collect;  when  Tirone  happily  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  parley ;  and,  after  some  arrogant  mena- 
ces, which  >^  ere  retorted  with  due  spirit,  to  renew 
the  cessation  for  a  month.   In -this  interval,  the  rebel 
lord,  whose  consequence  encreased  daily,  published 
MS.Trin.a*  manifesto  addressed  to  all  his  countrymen,  ex- 
Cow  Dub.  horliug 

*  It  was  conceived  in  the  following  terms. 

*'  Uning  hitherto  more  than  ordinary  favour  towards  all  my  coud- 
trymen,  both  for  that  you  are  generally  by  your  professions  Catbolick.s 
«nil  that  naturally  I  am  inclined  to  aflect  you,  I  have  for  these  and  other 
cousiJeraiions  abstained  my  forces  from  attempting  to  do  you  hindrance; 
und  the  rather  for  that  1  did  eNpect  in  prooessex>f  time  yon  would  en- 
ter into  consideration  of  the  lamentable  et;tate  of  your  poor  country 
ino:^  tvraniiicully  oppressed,  und  of  your  own  gentle  consciences  i a 
maintaining,  relieving,  and  helpim;  the  eneniicn  of  God  and  our  coun- 
try,  in  wars  infallibly  tending  to  the  promotion  of  heresie. 

'"  But  now  setting  you  are  so  obstinate  in  that  in  which  you  haw  hi- 
therto continued,  oi  uecesMitie  I  uiurst  use  the  severity  against  you, 
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Iforting  them  to  forsake  the  shameful  cause  of  hertsy, 
which  they  had  so  long  ahetted,  or  at  least  not  op- 
posed ;   to  take  arms  and  unite  with  him  in  defence 

of 


w  horn  othcrwisel  most  entirely  loved,  in  rcclayming  you  by  compulsion, 
when  my  long tollernnce  and  happy  victories  by  God*s  particnfair  favour 
doubtlessly  obtained,  could  work  no  alteration  in  your  conscieuoes. 

"  Considering  notwithstanding  the  great  calamitie  and  miaerie  where- 
tinto  you  are  most  likely  to  fall,  by  perHevering  in  that  damnable  state, 
in  which  hitherto  ye  have  lived,  having  thoreofcommiaeration,  hereby  I 
thought  good  and  convenient  to  forewarne  you,  requesting  everte  of  you 
to  come  and  joy  n  with  me  against  the  enemies  of  Qod  and  our  poor  coua-  "* 
try.    If  the  same  ye  do  not,   I  will  use  means  not  only  to  spoil  you  of 
all  your  goods,  but  according  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  shall  wotk 
what  I  can  to  dispossess  you  of   all  your  lands ;    oecause  you  are  the 
means  whereby  warres  are  maintained  against  the  exaltation  of  the  Ca-  * 
tholick  faith.     Contrary  wise,  whosoever  you  shall  be,  that  shall  joyne* 
with  me :  upon  my  conscience,  and  as  to  the  contrary   I  shall  answer 
before  God,  I  will  imploy  myself  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  in  their 
dcfenceand  for  the  extirpation  of  heresie,  the  planting  of  the  Catholick* 
religion,  the  delivery  of  our  country  of  infinite  muniere,  wicked  and 
detestable  policies,  by  which   this  kingdom  was  hitherto  governed,- 
nourished  in  obscurity  and   ignorance,     maintained  in  barbarity  and' 
incivility,  and  consequently  of  infinite  evils,  which  ar9  too  lamentable  to 
be  rehearsed. 

'*  And  seeing  these  are  motives  most  laudable  before  any  man  wf* 
consideratioo ;  and  before  the  Almighty  most  meritorious,  which  ischieHy  > 
to  be  respected,  I  thought  myself  in  conscience  bound,  seeing  Ood  hathi 
given  me  some  power,  to  use  all  means  for  the  reduction  of  this  our  poor 
afflicted  country  unto  the  CathoHck  faith,  which  can  never  be  bnMghtA 
to  any  good  pass,  without  either  "your  destruction  or  helping  hands:: 
hereby  protef^ting  that  I  neither  seek  your  lands,  nor  goods,  nor  do  1_ 
purpose  to  plant  any  in  your  places,  if  you  will  adjoyn  with  me,  but 
'vvill  extend  what  pnviledges  and  liberties  that  heretofore  ye  have  had, : 
if  it  shall  stand  in  my  power:  giving  you  to  understand  upon  my  salva-  > 
tion,  that  chiefly  and  principally  I  f^ht  for  the  Cathohck  faith  to  be 
planted  throughout  all  our  poor  country,  as  well  in  cities  as  elsewhere, 
as  manifestly  might  appear,  by  that  I  rejected  all  other  conditions 
proferred  to  me,  this  not  boiing  granted;  which  eftsoone  before  by  wofd 
of  mouth  I  have  protested,  and  do  hereby  protest,  that  if  I  had  gotten  to 
be  king  of  Ireland,  without  having  the  Catholick  religion  which  before  I, 
have  nieDtioned,  I  wouU  not  the  same  acoepL 

**Yet 
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P«cat.      which  his  enemies  had   been  driven    for  shelter. 

Hib.        Another  letter,  sin^ned  by  O'Neal,  Desmond,  Rlac- 

f.l7S.  arthy-More*,  and  Denuod  Macailhy,  was  dis- 
]>atcbed  to  pope  Clement ;  evidently  the  compo- 
sition of  an  ecciesiaslic.  In  the  wannest  terms  of 
piety  and  zeal,  they  prostrate  tiieHtselves  before  the 
Father  op  Sfirit8  upon  Earth,  implorin«;  his 
compassionate  relief  tor  his  spiritual  .sons,  to  enable 
them  to  subdne  thone  ^  ho  are  enrniics  Uy  their  Sion, 
and  oppose  the  builditi»*  of  the  walls  of  their  Jcru- 
^cni.  They  earnestly  solicit  his  holiness  to  make 
a  provision  of  pious  and  learned  pastors,  for  their 
itfflicted  church*  whom  they  promise  to  cherish  and 
protect ;  and  they  beseech  liim  to  renew  the  sentence 
of  e:icommunication  fulminated  by  his  predecessors 
ai^ainst  Elizabeth,  which  would  rnuirle  them,  iiis 
ihithful  subjects,  to  act  with  s^reater  success  in  the 
defence  of  his  kinj^dom  of  Ireland.  la  return  to 
this  application,  the  pontiff  contented  himself  wilh 
jmblishiiiii^  a  bidl,  whereby  he  <^ranted  to  the  prince 
IIu<*h  0*Nial,  and  all  his  con  federates  and  assistants, 
the  same  spiritual  indul'jences  usually  conferred  on 
(hose  who  fought  agaiust  the  Turks,  for  recovery  of 
the  Holy  Land. 

'  While  the  insurgents  tlius  laboured  to  alienate 
the  minds  of  those  who  still  adhered  to  the  quccii, 
and  were  prepariujs^  to  renew  the  war,  in  full  conti- 
denee  of  success>  the  royalists  were  proportionally 
di<?mayed.   Nor  was  it  au  niconsiderable  ag-gravatioii 

^*'  of  their  present  distress,  that  two  of  their  ablest 
officers,  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger,-and  Sir  Thomas 
Norris,  were  cut  oft'  in  some  petty  encouiitei^ 
Their  only  hopes  were,  that  they  mifjht  act  on  the 
defensive  for  a  while.      Ormond   was  indefali{;a- 

blc 
II. 

*  ♦  Macnrthy'More,  or  the  Great,  was  the  designation  of  the  Irish 
chieftain  of  this  sept.  The  honor  had  been  conterrevl  on  a  base  hod 
of  the  earl  of  Clan<:arthy.  But  Tirone  now  contrived  to  depose  lilm. 
oi)d  io  vi^t  tl^e  chieftainry  in  Florence  Macartliy,  a  man  more  devo  tnit 
•ndtnore  ujisrful  to  his  purpose ?,     Pacat.  Hib*  p  ^J.  tick  Loud.  T'^^ 
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tigable  in  strengthening  and  supplyinff  the  finis  and 
garrisons,  and  collecting  the  forces  ofthe  Pale.    He^*^*^ 
represented  the  dangers  and  apprehensions  of  the'"^^ 
ivell-affected  to  the  English  ministry ;  and  urgently 
solicited,  that  some  effectual  provisions  should  be 
made  for  their  protection^  before  the  rebels  might 
be  enabled  to  break  into  the  Pale^  and  overwhelm 
them.    At  the  same  time  he  marched  into  Munster^ 
on  the  expiration  of  the  truce,  and  by  his  activity  ^ 
foiled  ^me  attempts  of  Tirone^  and  gained  8019a 
ftdyantage  over  bis  oonfederates 
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XjQvd  MoUMtiqjfr  chief  g&termor « •  •  Dt^pisei  bjf  IfU  JnsJi . « « 
Miempts  U>  surround  Tirone^M  *  •  ,wbo  e$cap€sj9om  Jjlut^ 
siff  and  gains  .his  northern  quarters  • « •  nSir  George  Cs* 
tew  J  lord  president  ofMunsUr^  atieads  ikt  earl  ofOtmend 
to  a  pariejf  with  O^ Moore  #  •  » •  Ormond  seixed  hjf  the  rrMu 
« • , .  Rtbels  elated ^  •  •  •Jealousies  and  suspicions  of  the 
friends  of  government. « • .  Terms  proposed  for  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  Ormond  •  * « •  Rejected  hjf  Moun^joy  •  •  •  •  His 
operations  and  success  in  Ulster  * « •  •  Their  in/luence*  •  •  • 
Jlebels  of  ^finster  harassed  and  distressed*  •  •  •  Ulster 
desolated*  •  •  •  Tirone  harassed^  distressed  and  deserted, 
•  ...Progress  ofMountjoy  interrupted  bjf  intelligence frm 
England. « •  .Hisfars  dissipated.  •  •  .His  manner  of  eon* 
^acting  the  war. . .  .He  divides  the  Northerns*  •  •  *De* 
prizes  the  rebels  of  subsistence  * .  •  .They  are  deprived  of 
foreign  supplies^  by  the  scheme  of  a  f^ew  coinage.  ...Tke 
queen's  soldiery  impoverished.. .» Services  of  Mountjoy 
approved  by  the  qupen ,  ♦ .  •  Ca^tses  of  disconteni  and  rebel- 
lion  in  Munster. . .  .Leaders  and  preparations  of  the  rebels, 

•     . . .  Carew practises  against  therebel4eaders . . .  Titulareatf 
of  Desmond  seized  and  rescued. .  * .  Progress  qfCarew. . .  • 
Vistresses  of  the  rebels. .  •  .Jamesy  son  of  the  rebel  earl  of 
Desmond,  sent  info  Ireland.  •  • .  His  adventure  at  Kilmal' 
lock.... Munster    febels  submit  in  great  numbers.... 
Rumour  of  a  Spanish  invasion . . .  .Jts  effect. . . .  Titular 
earl  of  Desmond  seized  and  delivered  to  Carew.  ...th^ 
designs  of  Spain  confirmed. .  •  .Precaution^  of  Carew. . . . 
Spanish  fleet  in  the  harbour  ofKinsale.. .  .Mountjoy end 
Carew  proceed  to  Cork. .  .\  the  time  pf  the  Spanish  de- 
scent unfavorable ....  The  place  incontetilent  ....The 
Spaniards  separated. . . .  Don  Juan  d'Aquila  besieged  in 
KinsaIe....The  Northerns  march  to  his  support.. •• 
Carew  attempts  to  intercept  them,-  but  in  vain..  ..Roj/- 
alists  reinforced.  •  ..Progress  qfthe  siege.  ...Don  Juati's 

anststf 
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amw^ <d  the  ^ummotn tjfihe  hrd  deputy.  •  • . Sit  Spanish 
whips  nrrive  di  Vasikkmxn.  • » •  Wkkh  produces  a  gcfitral  ^ 
revolt  of  ikt  Irish*. .  .Admiral  Ijcvision  repulsed. .  9  0 
<-  tMsirrss  of  Hhe  beriegers  •  •  •  •  'Scheme  i}f  Tirone  Jbr  com* 
fjiitely  reducing  $h»m  •  •  • .  Don  Jmm  urges  him  to  an  m<t 
gi^:r$neni.  •«  .DeJtOt  cftht  Irish  comjederaies .  •  •  .Flight 
qfO^D4mSiel  tsmt  Tirone. . .  .Don  Juan  awtonishrd  and 
praoDoied. .  •  Treats  with  the  lord  deputy « • .  His  stateKness 
and  anUempi  qfthe Irish. . ,  •  The  capiiulation  opportunely 
concluded.  •  •  •  The  Spanish  posts  surrendered  ^  •  •  •  O'SuU 
Utan  setjtes  Jhiuboy  *  •  •  The  castle  assaulted  by  Carew . . . 
DesperoU  efforts  of  the  governor  in  his  expiring  moments^ 
•  ...  War  revived  in  Munster  imth  rancour  and  crueltu. 
. ..  . Terminated  by  Carew ^ . » .Mountjqy  prosecutes  me 
Northerns. . .  .Hideous  calantity  of  the  rebels. . .  •  Tirone 
sues  Jbr  mercy. » .  .His  overtures  accepted. . .  .Irresolu* 
tion  of  ihe  queen,  t .  .inconsistency  of  her  instructions. . .  • 
Mountjoy  concludes  the  treaty  with  Tirone  t  •  •  « His  sub^ 
mission  to  ihe  deputy ....  Renmed  on  advice  of  the 
death  ofEUzabeth^  tQ  Jumes  her  successor^ 

At  the  time  ifvhen  Tirone,  the  great  leader  of  tlie 
Irish  iiisi]rii:entB,  was  btisily  employed  in  Munster, 
cotiBniiing  his  associates,  taking  hostages  from  the 
suspected^  f^arrving  on  his  foreign  correspondence,  Moryson, 
and  coQceilling  Kis  future  operations ;  when  the  gal-*- 1'^'*  *♦ 
lant  armjr^  led  by  the  earl  of  Essex,  had  been  re-^  ^*^' 
duced  to  fourteen  thousand  foot  and  twelve  hundred 
horse,  to  be  distributed  through  every  province  of 
the  island ;    the  men  wasted  by^  disease,   and  de« 
jected  by  ill  siu^cess ;  the  officers  diffident  and  de^ 
spondin^;  the  number  of  the  rebels  considerabljr 
inoreas^,  their  pride  and  confidence  enflamed,  and 
their  cause  secretly  favored,  even  by  those  who  ap- 
peared best  affected   to  the  state  *   Charles  Blunt,  ^f'^^'A.D, 
lord  Mountjoy,  was  appointed  by  the  queen  lord  j^f ^|  '^^* 
deputy  of  Ireland,  and  assumed  the  reins  of  govern^  CiimdeQ. 
ment     He  arrived  at  Dublin  without  parade  or 

Eomp ;  and  such  was  the  mean  opinion  formed  of 
is  military  character,  by  the  rude  apd  boisterous 

Irisb^ 
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Irish,  who  mistook  the  refinement  of  his  manners  for 
*'i2o^*       ™"^^'  that  Tirone  exulted  in  the  choice  made 
^      *     of  a. commander,  who  would  lose  the  §ea8on  of  ac- 
tion while  his  breakfast  was  prepared.     The  queen 
lb.  p.  1S3.  herself  seems  to  have  entrusted  him  with  this  chaise, 
not  without  some  diffidence  and  caution:  for  the 
earl  of  Ormond  wais  still  continued  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  army ;   and  her  principal  reliance  seems  to 
have  been  placed  on  this  nobleman,  and  on  the  abi- 
lities and  experience  of  Sir  George  Carew,  whom 
she  constituted  lord  president  of  Munster. 

The  instructions,  which  Mountjoy  received,  were 
the  same  which  Essex  had  fatally  neglected,  to  plant 
strong  ganisons  at  Lbu^hfoyle  and  Ballyshannon, 
so  as  at  any  time  to  fall  trom  these  quarters  upon 
the  Ulster  rebels;  to  station  others  at  Armagh, 
Blackwater,  and  such  other  quarters  as  might  check 
'  their  irruptions  into  the  Pale ;  and  by  thus  eticom- 

Eassing  the  Northerns,  either  to  confine  them  at 
ome,  and  to  cut  off  their  supplies ;  or,  if  they 
should  break  out  into  other  districts,  to  have  their 
lands  and  effects  at  the  mercy  of  the  queen's  troops. 
But  the  very  day  afler  his  arrival,  intelligence  wai 
received  from  Ormond,  that  Tirone  now  lay  wilh  a 
considerable  force  in  the  western  part  of  Munster ; 
I^p.it5.t|,at  the  troops  of  the  earls  of  Thomond  and  Clan- 
ricarde,  those  of  the  commissioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  president  of  Munster  until  the  arrival  of 
Carew,  and  those  commanded  by  Ormond  himself, 
were  so  stationed,  that  he  could  not  possibly  escape, 
except  by  the  western  borders  of  the  Pale ;  so  that 
if  the  •deputy  should  draw  his  forces  thither,  h^ 
would  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  intercepting,  and 
encountering  him  with  advantage.  Mountjoj?,  m 
consequence  of  these  advices,  marched  to  Moling**' 5 
where,  after  expecting  the  enemy  for  some  time, 
and  being  amused  with  various  reports,  he  at  length 
learned^  that  Tirone  had  contrived  to  pass  the  river 
Inny,  and  fled  with  such  precipitation  into  the 
Nf^th  as  plainly  shewed  his  terror  of  the  royali^t^, 

sxA 
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and  that  bis  numbers  bad  been  greatly  magnified. 
An  escape  so  mortifying  naturally  nailed  suspicions  ^ 
in  the   mind  of  a  new  chief   governor^    ot  somo 
neglect^  if  not  of  some  treachery^  in  those  who  were 
to  watch  his  motions.     Of  the  earl  of  Clanricarde 
in  f>articular>  it  was  reported  that  Tirone  had  prac- 
•  tidied  with  him,  and  that  he  only  waited  the  return 
of  his.  son,  lord  Dunkellin,   from   England,  to  de-MoryMi^. 
clare  openly  for  the  rebels.     But  an  unexpected  in-  p.  tss. 
cident  served  to  fasten  suspicions  upon  a  character 
of  still  greater  consequence. 

On  the  departure  of  Sir  George  Carew  for  hisPacat 

foverument  of  Munster,  he  was  received  at  Kil-Hikp^ 
ennv  by  the  earl  of  Ormond,  who  informed  him^ 
that  he  was  the  next  morning  to  hold  a  parley  with 
O'Moor^,  the  principal  rebel  of  Leinster ;  inviting 
him. and  the  earl  of  Thomond,  his  companion,  to 
attend  the  conference.  They  compliec^  advising  . 
the  earl^  that  his  own  troop  of  two  hundred  horse, 
joined  by  that  of  one  hundred^  which  was  in  the 
president's  train,  should  attend  them  as  a  guard. 
Ormond  slightly  answered,  that  the  precaution  was* 
unnecessary^  and  even  commanded  his  own  troop  to 
halt  within  two  miles  of  the  appointed  place  of 
meeting;  advancing  only  with  seventeen  armed 
men ;  vrhile  O'Moore  awaited  him  with  a  complet<^ 
band  of  pikemen,  leaving  his  chief  body,  consist-* 
in{^  of  five  hundred  foot  and  twenty  horse,  in  an 
adjacent  wood,  ready  to  rush  out  at  his  command. 
Carew.  who  disliked  the  situation  of  the  place,  the 
circumstances,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  enemy, 
pressed  the  earl  of  Ormond  to  retire :  but  after  a 
long  and  fruitless  conference  with  O'lVloore,  he  de« 
manded  to  speak  with  one  Archer,  a  Jesuit,  noted 
as  a  great  incendiary.  While  he  was  engaged  with 
him,  the  rebel  troop  gradually  advanced,  surround* 
ed  his  company,  and  at  length  seized  the  earl.  Ca« 
rew  and  Thomond  spurred  forward,  and  burst 
trough  them^  so  as  to  efiect  their  escape  with  some 

danger 
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danger  ami  diflScDlty.  Drmond  i^msinedl  their  pri- 
«oaer ;  nor<K)uld  his  troop  be  persuaded  to  attempt 
the  rescue  t>f  their  lord. 

The  reb^  of  all  quarters  were  considerabij 
i^ted  at  this  event,  while  thelriends  of  gorerameift 
in  this  time  of  danger  and  jeak>Hsy>  easily  ^entertain- 
ed saspicions,  that  a  leader^  who  had  usually  acted 
with  due  circumspection,  could  not  have  ran  ss 

iAarjma,  blindly  into  danser,  unless  be  had  forni^  a  t^bui*- 

p.  145.  destine  scheme  of  deliverifig^  himself  itito  titee  bandi 
of  the  rebels.  It  was  suggesteci  that  be  ^ad  heUl 
man^  private  conferences  with  Tiroae,  aad  lately 
receivra  letters  from  this  cbieftain  ;  that  his  faik)ww 
ers  daily  practised  with  tbe  rebels,  and  ¥^re  evi* 
dently  dtsafiected  to  the  queen's  iiervice  i  tlMKt  aow, 
when  they  had  lost  their  head>  tfaey  niigiit  take 
their  part  without  restraint,  or  perhaps  woald  bd 
«  soon  called  by  the  earl  himself  to  serve  a^inst  the 
queen.  Mountjoy,  who  possibly  was  not  drssatis* 
lied  at  the  removal  af  a  man  who  rivalled  htHi  iQ 
authority,  and  conceived  that  this  event  tntgiit  in* 
•  ducethe  queen  to  send  him  reinforcements  irom 

Ib.p.'l48.  England,  affected  to  treat  it  with  indiffereiicet  He 
received  in  a  short  time  from  O'Aleore,  tlieternii 
on  whicK  the  earl's  liberty  was  ta  be  purchased : 
that  her  maiesty's  garrisons  were  ta  iie  removed 
iirom  his  territory  of  Leix,  and  suflicieiA  aecnvities 
^iyen  that  none  others  should  be  planted  there  ; 
that  if  these  securities  should  be  denied,  then  the 

lb.p.  iso.giKrrisons  of  O'Fally  also  slmuld  be  removed ;  that 
O'Moore  and  bis  followers  should  be  received  inte 
^protection  for  six  weeks,  and  during  this  interval  no 
Ibrces  should  be  sent  against  their  confederates  ^ 
!(^l8ter.  '  Mpuu^oy  rejecte^l  these  insolent  cnreftures 
with  a  silent  disdain,  and  proceeded  in  his  ndtitaiy 
optrations. 

Ik  p.  141.  SfiVERAt  detachments  bad  been  already  sent  ^'^ 
Duttdalk,  Ardee,  Kells,  Newry,  CaFlingford,  ♦• 
k/ofj^  the.  northerns  in  awe,  and  confine  them  t* 
tiieir  wflrn  terntoty,    Sii  Henry  Dowkra,  a  brave 


EwgUsk  efficer^  was  rfcstinedl  to  Ifie  cdmmaiid  of 
ifoiur  thousand  men,  to  be  slatioaed  at  Lougbfoyle^ 
the  RMasure  of  gveateat  Goiiseomnce  (as  the  intend* 
i^lod^ineiit  at  Ballyshannoa  Had  been  necessarily 
delayed.)  And  now  having  provided  for  the  se* 
ourity  ol  Leinster^  and  sent  supplies  to  the  English 

Emaona  of  LeilL  and  O'Pialiy,  in  despite  of  the 
asted  opposioion  of   O'Moore^    Moun^jov  pro* 
eeedied  aorttiwarda^  in  order  to  favov  the  cleseent 
ef  Di»wkra>  hff  drawing  oft*  the  attention  of  Tlrono* 
He  fovnd  this  ehieftatn  entrenched  between  Newry  MoryMs. 
Md  Armagh;  and  prepared  to,  dispute  his  passage.  P-  ^^t. 
He  attacked  him  vi«orottslyr  and  after  soine  re- 
•istance  dro^re^  the  Northenm  U>  their  woods  with 
more  disgrace  than  loss.    To  erowri  this  snccess,  in- 
telligence was  veceued^  ttiai  Sir  Henry  Dowkra, 
after  som«  inconsiderable  opposition,  had  made  good 
his  landing  at  Lough fbyle,  and  was  busity  employed  I^-P-  ^^ 
in  fortifying  the  city  of  Derry. 

TliE  power  and  consequence  of  an  Irish  chiefs 
tkm,  above  alt  others^  depended  onc^inion.  The 
dishonorable  retreat  of  Tirone  from  Munster;  tbo 
defeat  which  he  sustaified  in  his  encounter  with  ^o 
lord-deputy,  and  the  settlement  of  the  f^ngHsh 
forces  at  Longhfoyle,  were  events  which  had  a 
marveHotis  impression  unon  the  fickleness  of  the 
Irish.  To  Dowkra  they  clesertcd  in  great  nmnbers ;  B*-  E*^*t 
to  the  h>rd-eeputy  some  of  their  princiqpa]  partisans 
applied  for  paraon  and  protection.  Sir  Arthur 
O'Nial,  sofi  of  the  late  Tirlaugh  %nnogh,  made  lh>P-iM^ 
overtures  of  submission^  hoping  to  be  inrested  with 
the  title  and  estate  of  Tirone.  One  of  the  ODon* 
nels  called  Nial  Garruff,  or  the  Boisterous,  stipu^ 
hited  for  the  cbieAainry  of  Tir-eonncJ,  as  the  price 
of  his  desertion.  And  though  the  demandls  of  all 
wera  not  granted  in  their  full  extent^  yet  by  some 
ooaceasions^  and  assurances  of  farther  fovor,,  such 
a^ea  wore  rQtatned    in  a  dependence  on  gpverp* 

FapJi 
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FjtON  (he  northern  borderB  Mountjoy  was  again 
called  into  Leinster  by  the  insolence  of  the  rebelli- 
ous sept  of  (his  province ;  and  here  again  the  well* 
affected  were  encouraged,  and  the  insargeuls  con- 
Mnrywn,  founded  bv  his  succrssful  excursions.     He  pursued 

S.  178.  Tirrtl  and  O'Moore  into  their  retreats  in  Leix, 
^•P-^^^  where  in  a  bold  attack  upon  the  English  forces, 
O'Moore  was  killed.  This  chieftain  had  some  time 
before  consented  to  release  the  earl  of  Ormond,  on 
his  giving  hostages  for  the  payment  of  a  lai^  ran- 
som: and  the  deputy  in  this  expedition  had  the 
good  fortune  to  prevail  on  those  who  had  the  cus- 
tody of  these  hostages  to  deliver  them  into  his  bands 
upon  a  promise  of  pardon-  and  protection.  The 
Leinster  rebels,  by  driving  the  royalists  into  their 
fortified  towns,  and  living  long  without  molestation, 
had  cultivated  their  lands  and  established  an  un- 
usual regularity  and  plenty  in  their  districts.  But 
now  they  were  exposed  to  the  most  rueful  havock 
from  the  queen's  forces.  The  soldiers,  encouraged 
by  the  example  of  their  officers,  every  where  cut 
down  the  standing  corn  with  their  swords,  and  de- 
vised  every  means  to  deprive  the  wrethed  inhabi- 
tants of  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  Famine  was 
judged  the  speediest  and  most  ^flfectual  means  of 
reducing  them ;  and  therefore  the  deputy  was  se* 

|li.p.  l57.PF?tly  pot  displeased  with  the  devastations  made  even 
in  the  well  aflrecte4  qu^rters^  b^  the  impffovident 
fury  of  the  rebels. 

The  like  melancholy  expedient  was  practised  in 
the  northern  provinces.  The  governor  of  Carrie* 
fergus.  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  issued  from  his  quar* 

^.p.l8aters,  and  for  twenty  miles  round  reduced  the  coun- 
try to  a  desert.  Sir  Samuel  Bagnal,  with  the  ^* 
rison  of  Newryj  proceeded  with  the  same  severity^ 
and  laid  waste  all  the  adjacent  lands.  All  the  Eng- 
lish ^rrisons  were  daily  employed  in  pillaging  and 
wasting ;  while  Tirone  with  his  dispirited  arniy> 
shrunk  gradually  within  narrower  bounds.  The^ 
)vere^  effectually  prey ented  from  sowing  and  culti" 

yating 
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vatififf  their  Ifwds^  which  h^d  formerly  lain  unmo* 
leste^  by  the  English;  and  at  the  approach  of  win* 
ter»  the   deputy  ii^ain  appeai'ed  on  their  borders. 
He  uffaiii  drove  Tirone  from  his  entrenchment^  aiul 
detpcuished  his  works.    The  want  of  necessaries  had  Moiys; 
driven    the    ISngJish  garrison  from  Armagh,    andB.  lILp, 
nii^d^  it  impracticable  to  maintain  thjs  post^  ina^^^- 
wastetd  country ;  he  therefore  marked  out  a  place 
iojr  a  new  fqr^,  eight  miles  distant  from  this  to wn^ 
yrhich  he  fi^iished  and  called  Mount-Norris,  in  ho- 
nof  of  the  gen^^ral,  wliom  he  deemed  his  master  in 
the  fMPt  of  war.     JBvery  day  the  enemy  attempted 
to  interrupt  bin?  by  ^kvniishes,  bnt  wcrie  constantly 
repelled    by  1»b  vigor  and   pradent  dispositions. 
Tne  liint  enprt  ma^e  by  Tirone  was  to  oppose  hisib,  b.X 
retnrjfi  by  CaHlngfprd ;  out  here  again  he  was  bravely  p.  i9o. 
repeHed  with  considerable  loss.     So  that  the  repu-'^^L 
tatioii  of  this  chieftain^  so  long  the  idol  of  his  bar-  P* 
l>arous  .countrymen,  was  utterly  overthrown,  and 
his  foUo%i:ei?  from  ail  quarters  fled  from  the  miseries 
of  wfir,  afld  sued  I9  government  for  pardon  and  pro^ 
iectiofi. 

But  while  Mbuntjoy  proceeded  thus  wisely  and 
fUUccessfuHy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Irish  war,  some 
alarn>ing  incidents  in  England  threatened  to  inter- 
rupt iiijs  progress.     The  unhappy  earl  of  Essex  had  C^mde^ 
filled  u|>  the  measure  of  his  loUy,  been   tried  for 
high-treason,  ^nd   on  his  condemnation  pretended 
to  discover  his  accomplices.     Amon^  numbers^  of 
considerable  persons,  whom  he  pointed  out  as  privy 
to  ,his  secret  practices,  the  Irish  lord-deputy,  hisMorys. 
iriendi  and  one  who,  in  his  disgrace,  had  zealously  B^-  F 
.vindif:ated  his  conduct  in  Ireland,  was  particularly 
Jpne^tioned.    The  information  was  slight  and  vague, 
yet  sufficient  to  alarm  lord   Mountjov;    who  al-Ib.  B.L 
Ihough  he  urgently  pressed  to  be  recalled,  yet  wasP-  ^** 
*'  fully  resolved,"  as  he  expressed  it,  ''  not  to  put 
"  Jbis  neck  under  the  file  of  the  queen's  attorney's 
"  tongue;*'  afid  therefore  determined  to  seek  his 
.security  i^i  Fjr^wpe^  and  actually  made  some  prepa* 

Vf|..IL  ?B  .rjitions 
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rations  for  his  voyage.     But  the  services  he  had  al- 
ready performed^  and  the  necessity  of  employing 
him  sitill  further,   oiitwifighed  the  suspicions  sua;- 
gcsted  of  his  disloyalty ;  so  that  the  queen  not  only 
continued  him  in  his  command,  but  soon  after  ho- 
nored him  with  a  gracious  letter  in  which  she  in- 
Morjt.     formed  him  of  Essex's  death,  professing  that,  in  re- 
B*  I.  p.    gard  of  his  approved  fidelity  and  love,  it  was  an 
^^^       alleviation  of  her  grief  that  shfe  could  pour  it  out  to 
him.     Under  the  pretence  of  cautioning  him  to 

{piard  against  the  private  disloyalty  of  some  among 
lis  officers,  who  owed  their  advancement  to  the 
earl  of  Essex,  she  artfully  contrived  to  insinuate, 
that  she  could  not. but  readily  pardo'fl  those,  "  who 
"  by  his  popular  fashion,  and  outward  profession 
'^  of  sincerity,  had  been  seduced  and  blindly  led 
•'  by  him,"  And  to  his  application  t6  be  recalled, 
she  answered,  with  a  well  dissembled  affection,  that 
.  she  wished  he  should  conceal  this  his  desire,  until, 
those  rumors  which  the  rebels  spread  of  a  Spanbh 
invasion  should  be  dissipated ;  promising  to  recal 
him  in  the  ensuing  winter,  and  to  cmplov  him  near 
her  person. 
.     .  MouNTjOY,   thus  delivered  from  his  fears,  pro- 

ceeded againist  the  insurgents  with  his  usual  vigor. 
Bx  B.  I.  He  had  now  raised  the  spirit  of  the  soldiery,  by 
p.  112.  leading  them  warily  to  petty  actions,  in  which  they 
were  constantly  successful.  Instead  of  pursuing  the 
enemy  occasionally  by  general  hostings,  a$  they 
Ikp.  114.  were  called,  in  which  all  the  queen's  subjects  were 
collected  for  a  short  time,  so  that  the  rebels  had 
sufficient  notice  of  their  approach,  and  Add  to  their 
retreats,  until  the  storm  was  dissipated,  he  content- 
ed himself  with  commanding  a  small  body,  wim 
which  he  fought  them  in  their  own  manner,  attack- 
ing them  by  surprize,  and  keeping  them  perpelually 
alarmed  and  harassed.  Those  who  submitted,  he 
received  with  caution  and  due  dignity;  but  tb^ 
terms  he  vouchsafed  to  promise  them  were  scrupu- 
lously fulfilled.  And  thus  were  they  encooragea 
pot  oi|ty  tp  forsalce  the  rebels,  but  to  de  service  in 
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the  queen's  army.  With  more  of  polic]^  than  hu-  Morysoa* 
mauity,  he  took  care  that  those  Irish  soldiers  should  ^'hj> 
be  exposed  both  to  toil  and  danger;  and  even^' 
boasted  to  the  queen  that  he  thus  diminished  the 
number  of  her  secret  enemies.  They  were  how* 
ever  outwardly  encouraged  ;  and  their  leaders  re< 
warded  by  especial  favors^  when  they  had  once 
approved  their  fidelity.  One  of  the  sept  of  Mag- 
wire^-was^  in  opposition  to  a  partisan  of  Tirone, 
ii>vested  with  the  lands  and  chieftainry  of  Ferma- 
nagh :  and  Nio^l  Garruff  obtained  a  like  grant  of 
Tir-connel,  with  a  reservation  of  eight  thousand  lb.p.  108. 
acres  round  Ballyshannon.  But  these  methods  of 
dividing  the  northern  rebels  were  not  so  acceptable 
to  the  English  ministers^  nor  deemed  so  speedy  or 
effectual^  as  the  schemes  for  depriving  them  of  all 
provisions  necessary  not  only  for  war,  but  the  com- 
mon subsistence  of  their  lives.  The  devastations 
made  by  the  English  garrisons  already  threatened 
them  with  the  miseries  of  famine.;  and  to  cut  them 
off  from  all  foreign  supplies^  a  new.  and  extraordi- 
nary measure  was  devised^  which  essentially  affected 
every  part  of  the  realm. 

The  expences  of  maintaining  the  Irish  war  hadPaca*. 
graduallv  encreased  to  the  annual  amount  of  four  Hib. 
or  five  hundred  thousand  poynds  :  and  it  was  soon  P*  ^^^^ 
found,  that  by  the  regular  paypient  of  the  army 
in  sterling  money,  an  alarmin^^  quantity  had  been 
gradually  drained  from  England;  of  which  a  very 
considerable  part,  either  by  inroads  and  plunder^    . 
or  by  traiBc  for  provisions,  and  other  ways  of  com- 
merce^ fell  into  the  hands  of  Tirone  and  his  asso- 
ciates :  thus  were  they  enabled  to  procwe  from  the 
continent  a  regular  .supply  of  arms,  ammunition, 
and  provisions,  so  as  to  make  war  upon  the  queen 
with  her  own  treasure.    To  remedy  this  inconveni- 
ence, and  at  the  same  time  to  lessen  the  burden  of 
maintaining  the  ro^al  army,  the  queen  was  persuad- 
ed, though  not  without  some  reluctance  and  ap* 
Erehension,  to  order  a  base  coin  to  be  sent  into  Ire- 
uid^  and  there  to  be   taken  as  sterling  monev, 

strictly 
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8tridly  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  other 
species  into  that  kin<;dom ;  and  dterying  those  al- 
ready current.  By  her  proclamation^  an  eXch&n^e 
ifras  established  in  several  towns  of  England  and 
Irelarid,  where  the  subjects  of  either  kingdom 
might  commute  their  coins,  aHo^in^  a  dtfTerence 
of  one  shillini^  iri  the  pound,  lielwcen  the  Irish  and 
English  standard.  This  tobeme,  indeed,  served  to 
encrease  the  distresses  of  the  rebels ;  when  no  money 
at  all  appeared,  except  of  this  btoe  soH>  denonfittat- 
ed  at  an  hi^h  valuation,  and  yet  of  little  use  for 
purchasin«^  provisions  in  foreign  counti-ies,  wh^reit 
^onid  not  piEiss  above  its  real  and  intrinsic  vahie. 
But  as  traders  took  care,  in  conscqut^tfcfe  bf  thw 
coina^,  to  raise  the  prices  of  all  c^omtitoditiefi  ex- 
MorysoD,  cesiivcly ;  and  as  great  quantities  of  spnriouscoinage 
B.  I.  '  were  made  by  rebels  and  strangers,  the  texfchann^e 
f.20«.  good  failecK  and  (as  Moryson  expresses  it)  "the 
^  hearts  of  the  queen*s  soldiers  failed  therewith; 
*^  for  they  served  in  discomfort,  and  ckime  home 
^  beggars ;  so  tliat  only  the  treasurers  atid  pay- 
^  masters,  who  were  thereby  infinitely  inrichied,  had 
"  cause  to  bless  the  authors  of  this  invention." 

At  the  first  intimation  of  this  measure,  Moufitjoy, 
Ivbo  justly  conceived  that  so  considerable  a  dedica- 
tion of  their  pay,  might  provoke  the  amiy  to  an 
immediate  mutiny,  detennined  to  keep  Ihein  fetisily 
employed ;  and  lor  this  purpose  marched  to  the 
northern  borders ;  where  he  supplied  and  rciirforced 
Ibii  1158.  his  gUrrisons,  received  the  submissions  of  repenting; 
rebels;  and,  without  engaging  in  any  impdrtant 
Ibid.  360.  enterprize,  kept  Tirone  in  perpetual  alarm,  and 
harassed  him  in  several  successful  slcimfiisht^s.  Such 
was  the  esttination  in  'wliich  these  services  were  beW, 
that  he  had  irrstructions  to  tha/ik  the  army  anA  all 
the  officers,  in  tbe  queen'ls  nante,  for  their  ze^l  aw^ 
.  duty  in  her  service,  arid  to  signify  lief  gmciotts  ac- 
eeptiince  of  their  endeavors.  But  new  incidents 
-soon  called  him  into  tlife  soutliern  prcJvince,  Anfd,  as 
Ihis  part  of  Ireland  now  became  the  principd  seat 

^        ^    of 
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of  vrst,  it  is  tifecfesfiftry  to  recur  to  the  progress  6f  its 
events,  and  the  conduct  of  Sir  George  Carew  in  the 
presidency  of  Munstcr. 

The  causes  of  discontent  alleged  by  the  insur- 
gents of  this  province,  were  nearly  the  same  withPiaccL 
those  which  had  excited,  or  at  least  inflamed  thfe***  • 
public  disorders  in  other  parts  of  Ireland ;  the  griev-^^^^  * 
ous  compositions  laid  up<>n  the  lands,  from  which 
th^y  wer^  mit  relieved  at  the  determination  of  the 
stipulated  time ;  the  extortions  and  bribery  of  she- 
riffs: the  easiness  of  English  jurors  in  condemning 
ot>tioxious  persons  on  the  slightest  evidence;  aiA 
the  terrifying  executions  of  innocent  Irishmen;  the 
extraordinary  devices  found  to  impeach  their  titles 
to  estates*;  the  rigorous  execution  of  the  penal 
laws  against  recusants ;  and  the  intrusion  (as  they 
deemed  it)  of  the  English  settlers.    But  whatever 

public 


^  ttowever  ihe  foreign  clergy,  anci  popish  emissAri^,  might  bars 
encooraged  the  people  to  re^ioe  at  the  penal  laws,  ]^et  it  is  oeitain,  and 
acknowledged  by  writers  of  the  Romish  communion,  (When  it  serves 
the  purpose  of  their  ar^u  men  t)ithat  these  laws  were  not  executed  w  ith  rigor 
in  tne  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  oath  of  supremacy,  purposedly  framed 
and  explained  to  intimate  nothing  more  than  an  acKnowledgmcnt  of 
the  sole  jurisdiction  of  the  crown  over  all  persons,  and  in  all  causes,  eo- 
clesiastioal  and  temporal,  and  a  renunciation  of  all  foreign  power  ai)d 
jurisdiction,  was  freely  accepted  by  the  Irish  chieftains  in  the  be^nniug 
of  H^  reign  (as  appears  by  several  of  their  indentures  of  submission,) 
until  the  parti^ns  df  Rome  bad  taught  such  men  as  tiie  rebel  lord  Bal- 
tinglasa,  that  trite  and  disingennotis  Direction,  that  a  icvman  inecfax  rf 
holy  ordtrs  could  not  claim  any  ecclesiastical  supremacy.  (See  (3ox,  f. 
367.)  And  even  then  it  appears  from  record,  that  the  oath  was  od^ 
tendered  to  officers  and  magistrates, >ho  were  not  immediirtely  di9|^« 
eed.on  their  rsfAcud,  but  suspeindud  froiA  tbemtercise  of  their -raspscleti 
•ffices. 

The  act  which  enforced  an  attendance  on  the  reformed  wonalhip,  ua* 
der  the  penalty  of  one  shilling  on  the  absenter,  met  with  a  general  ooas* 
plianoe  irom  the  papiste  in  England,  until  the  excommunication  of  tM 
queen,  and  the  industry  of  the  Jesuits  created  numbers  of  recusants. 
In  IrcJand,  the  Remonstrants  of  1644,  contended  that  it  was  not  at  all 
executed  in  this  reign.  Their  answers  assign  a  reason,  because  there 
were  no  recusants,  as  all  of  th^  Romish  communion  resorted  to  the  es* 
teblidied  ohorcbes.    Bat|  thouj^  the  ilkiptioa  oa  «adi  side  be  not 

stricdf 
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EUblic  causes  were  alleged^  the  principal  leaders 
ad  their  private  views^  and  private  points  of  inte- 
rest 


strictly  trae,  yet,  the  law  though  not  entirely  dormant,  was  yet  gene- 
rally relaxed.  ladeed  it  would  have  beea  an  useless  and  wanton,  as 
well  as  a.i  impolitic  exercise  of  power,  to  have  severely  eoforoed  the 
penalties  of  this  law,  as  the  Christian  methods  of  reformatiofl  wwe 
sacrificed  to  the  scheme  of  discouraging  that  language,  in  which  only 
the  body  of  the  people  could  have  received  instruction ;  as  there  were 
few  churches  to  resort  to,  few  teachers  to  exhort  and  instruct,  fewer  still 
"^ho  could  be  understood,  and  almost  all,  at  least  for  the  greater  part  of 
this  reign,  of  scandalous  insufficiency.  The  effects  of  superstitioa  are 
truly  lamentable:  and  no  Christian  nor  citizen  can  reflect,  without  ab- 
horrence, on  the  principles  inculcated,  and  the  practices  countenanced, 
by  the  popish  agents  sent  into  Ireland,  to  foment  the  disorders  of  these 
times.  Yet  still  there  is  compassion  due  to  a  wretched  people,  who, 
without  ever  hearing  the  voice  of.  instrucuon,  wWe  abandoned  to  the 
influence  of  factions  and  sanguinary  zealots.  Nor  in  these  days  of 
spiritual  severity  was  Elizabeth  so  ill-informed  as  to  expect,  or  so  ab- 
surdly arbitrary  as  to  demand,  an  immediate  and  general  compliance 
with  the  religious  establishments  in  Ireland.  When  the  Irish  male^ 
c!outents,  on  submitting  to  government,  had  been  taught  to  demand  a 
.free  exercise  of  religion,  her  ministers  were  instructed  to  assure  them  of 
every  indulgence,  but  that  of  an  express  and  formal  toleration.  '^  For 
**  Sir  Arthur  O'Neal's  demands,"  say  the  lords  of  the  English  coun- 
dl  to  the  lord  deputy  Mountjoy,  (Moryson,  V.  I.  p.  155).  **in  tha 
*''  first  point  concerning  religion^  her  majesty  bore  with  it,  because 
*'  she  took  it  to  proceed  from  his  ignorance,  not  of  presumption; 
*'  on/y  wishing  the  lord  deputy  to  Itt  him  see^  that  her  majesty  par&ued 
**  none  in  those  parts  of  rtligipn  ;  and  so  to  satisfy  him :  but  in  no 
^  wise  by  any  contract  or  condition." 

It  is  tni9  that  an  high  commission  court  was  established  at  Dublin  ia 
November,  of  the  year  1503,  to  inspect  and  reform  all  oifeoces  com- 
mitted against  the  acts  of  the  2d  4Dt'  Eliz.  It  also  appears  that  it  visa 
a  regular  a  id  ordinary  instruction  to  the  provincial  governora  of  Ire- 
Ian^  ^*  in  all  tiines,  and  all  places,  where  any  great  assembly  should 
*'  be  made  before  them,  to  persuade  the  people  by  all  good  means  and 
•*  ways  to  them  seeming  good,    and  especially   by  their  own  ex- 

**  amples,  to  observe  all  orders  for  divine  service and  to  em- 

*^  biiict;  and  devoutly  to  observe  the  order  and  service  of  the  church 

*•*  established    iu    the   realm,   by   parliament    or   otheiwise- -to 

**  execute    all   manner  of  statutes  of  this    realm;    and    to    levy* 
***  or    cause     to     be     levied,     lUl    manner    of     forfeitures,    &c/ 

Yet 
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rest  to  engage  them  in  rebellion.  Florence  Mae- 
Arthy  had  purposely  been  raised  up  by  goternment,  ^??*** 
as  a  rival  to  Daniel^  a  factious  and  suspected  leader,  ^i'^^^  , 
and,  in  the  administration  of  Essex,  sent  into  Mun- 
ster  with  a  royal  grant  of  the  county  of  Desmgnd, 
his  ancient  inheritance;  but  as  his  insolence  and 
cruelty  soon  disgusted  the  neighbouring  lords,  and 
determined  them,  in  their  lawless  way,  to  support 
the  claims  of  Daniel,  Florence  joined  readily  with 
Tirana,  hoping  by  his  powerful  assistance  to  recover 
his  lands;  and  was  by  him  established  chieftain. by 
the  name  of  Mac-Arthy-More.  And  had  his  sept 
been  firmly  united,  he  inifst  have  proved  a  truly  p.  72. 

formi- 

Yet  whenerer  the  queen's  ministeiy,  by  virtue  of  these  idstrucHona  oc 
oommiaBions,  ventured  ta  proceed  to  any  violent  exertion  of  their  autho-. 
rily,  we  find  them  checked  an4  oontrouled,  and  a  more  moderate  con- 
duct urgently  recommended  from  England. '*  And  whereasv"  saith 

the  Deputy  Mountjov  to  the  lords  of  the  English  council,  *^  It  hath 

'*  pleased  your  lordships  in  your  last  letters  to  command  us  to  deal  mo- 

"  deraUlif  in  the  great  matter  of  religion^  I  had,  before  the  receipt  oC 

"  your  lordship's  letters,  presumed  to  advise  such  as  dealt  in  it,  fur  a 

"  lime  to  hold  a  more  restrained  hand  therein,     And  we  were  both 

"  thinking  ourselves,  what  course  to  take  in  the  revocation  of  what 

^ '  was  already  done,  with  least  encouragement  to  them  and  others ;  sinc^ 

*'  the  fear,  that  this  course  b^n  in  Publin,  would  fall  upon  the  rest, 

*'  was  apprehended  over  all  the  kingdom ;  so  that  I  think  your  lord 

*'  ship's  direction  was  to  great  purpose  ^  and  the  other  course  might 

'*  have  overthrown  the  means  to  out  own  end  of  reformation  of  re* 

**  ligion.     Not  that  I  think  too  great  preciseness  can  be  used  in  thd 

'^  reforming  of  ourselves,  the  abuses  of  our  own  clergy,  churcli-liv« 

*'  ings,  or  discipline ;  nor  that  the  truth  of  the  gospel  can  with  too  * 

*'  great  vehemency  or  industry  be  set  forward,  in  all  places,  and  h^ 

*'  all  ordinary  means  most  proper  unto  itself ,  thai  was  first  setfortk 

**  and  spread  in  meekness :  nor  that  I  think  any  corporal  prosecution 

'*  or  punishment  can  be  too  sevens  for  such  as  sLaU  Be  found  seditious 

"  instruments  of  foreign  or  inward  practices^  nor  that  I  think  it  fit 

"  that  any  principal  nuimtrates  should  be  chosen  vnthout  taking  the  oath 

'*  of  obedience^   nor  iterated  in  absenting  themselves  from  puhlick 

''  divine  service  ;  but  that  we  may  be  advised  how  toe  do  punish. in  Uieir 

"  bodies  or  goods  any  such  only  Jor  religion,  as  do  profess  to  he  faith* 

•*  fid  subjects  to  her  majesty ;  and  against  whom  the  contrary^  cannot 

•"be  proved:*    (Morys.  V!  I.  p.  ^8  ) 
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^  fiwmiOfible  leader,  w  he  could  command  three  ibou- 
^^  '  8tu4  fif^htkigr  inei^   of  \m  Jminediale    followers, 
p.  74      Jiunes  PiU-Thomiis,  tjie  titular  earl  of  Desmoudi 
or  AS  the  loyal  Irish  called  him  in  derision,  the 
Sugg^u  eurl^  that  is  the  earl  ef  Straw,  had  imibedi- 
«tely,  oil  the  death  of  the  unhappy  Gerald^  aspired 
to  his  title  and  c^te.    As  James^  mn  of  the  great 
|b.p.i30,i«bel   lias  harboured   find  counteoftnced  by  tl^ie 
l4o,        %Uieen,  hb' pretensions  could  meet  m^  f^vor  from 
her  Irish  govemnijent :  he  therefore  ^opa  en^pge^ 
ifi  clandestine  councils  and  practices  %vith  his  bro- 
ther John  Fit^-Thoma3  and  the  active  aud4esp^nit6 
Pierce  Lacy.    His  conduct  was  so  suspicious,  that 
sir  Thomas  Norris  committted  him  to  prison,  from 
which  he  contrived  to  escape,  and  throwing  him* 
self  ioto  the  arms  of  Tirpfoe^  now  iu  th^  lull  cfireer 
of  his  success,  was  by  his  imaginary  authority  con- 
stituted e^rl  of  Desmond,  a  title  which  commanded 
fk  formidable  irain  of  followers  in  Munster.    To 
strengthen  the  rebellion  still  furthier,  two  powerful 
bodies  of  mercenaries  were  led  out  of  Con  naught 
by  two  chieftains^  Redmond  De  Burg  and  Dennot 
Ifc-P-  3?-  O'Coiwor^  >vhftse  united  numbers  amounted  to  fivs 
thousand, 

On  entering  upon  his  government,  Carew  was 
Justly  alarmed  ^  the  representations  inade  of  the 
southern  province.  Besides  the  nuQvbers  ^gagcd 
**"*•  in  open  insurrection,  he  was  assured  that  the  venr 
citiea  abounded  in  disaffected  persons ;  that  popish 
ecclesiastics  every  yrh0r«  laboured  to  pervert  the  ig- 
ffionuit  from  tiieir  loyalty;  imd  whece  iJie  .terror 
of  their  spiritual  censures  was  not  sufficient  to  drive 
•the  ipbAbitants  into  actual  rebellion,  it  yet  restrair)- 
ed  them  from  giving  any  A^si^tiuice  to  ibe  roysJi^^r 
^o  ^^oeounter  an  army  of  rebels,  and  to  awe  the 
secret  enemies  of  government,  Carew  was  fumisM 
^ith  three  tliousand  foot,  and  two  hundred  and  fiily 
horse,  for  the  whole  service  of  his  provin<:e:  ^ 
force  utterly  iiicapable  of  making  the  slightest  re* 
sistance  to  the  cnemjr,  if  firmly  united  into  one 
l^oSf.  But  thiir  numb«1^  ftowpver  formidable  in 
•  ^ippewranc^ 
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appoarance^  where  really  mtfde  up  of  variotis  bodies^ 
corumaiicled  by  separate  and  independent  leaders, 
«ach  seeking^  his  own  particular  emolument^  jealous 
K)f  each  otber^  restrained  by  no  superior  authority^ 
and  but  weakly  influenced  by  anj  common  princi- 
ple, national  or  religious.  So  little  had  the  Irish 
refined,  and  so  Considerably  had  the  old  En^j^lish 
race  deg^enerated,  since  the  beginning  of  the  thir- 
leenth  century,  that  the  manners  of  these  southern 
insiirg;ents  were  the  same,  which  at  the  first  English 
invasion  distinguished  this  ill-fated  country.  Carew 
seated  himself  in  Cork,  studied  the  characters  and 
different  interests  of  his  enemies,  and  was  soon 
convinced  that  the  most  effectual  means  of  subdu- 
ing must  be  to  disunite  them,  and  to  fill  them  with 
tniitual  jealousies  and  suspicions  of  their  associates. 

He   began   by  alarming  them  with    rumors  of 
excursions  speedily  to  be  made  from  his  head  quar-  P?<^t. 
tors,    which    must  ravage  the  adjoining  country.  ^'^ 
The  chieftains  of  these  districts  were  terrified,  and  ^* 
submitted  to  the  royal  mercy.     Florence-Mac-  Arthy 
had  been  lately  mortified  by  a  defeat  which  h6  re^ 
ceived  from  an  English  officer ;  and,  in  his  present 
state  of  humiliation,   he  was  the  n>ore  readily  pre- 
vailed upon  to  hold  a  conference  with  Carew,  and 
with  some  difficulty  consented  to  a  neutrality ;  which 
though  not  expected  to  be  lasting,  yet  wus  useful  to 
the  present  purposes  and  occasions  of  the  lord  pre- 
sident.   The  chief  leaders  he  had  now  to  deal  with, 
were  the  titular  earl  of  Desmond,  who  connnanded 
the  provincial   troops,    and    O'Connor,    principal 
leader  of  the  mercenaries.     It  was  hopeless  to  prac-  ib.p.  46 
tise  with,  tlie  former,  as  he  was  determined  not  to 
relinquish  his  claims  to  the  honors  and  estate  of 
Desmond,  and  the  queen  equally  determined  not  to 
grant  them.      But  O'Connor,  was  a  soldier  of  for- 
tune, ready  to  engage  with  any  party  from  whom  he 
hop^  for  greater  advantage.     He  had  married  the 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Desmond,  an  alliance 
by  which  he  considered' himself  as  highly  honored. 

Vol.  IL  3€  and 
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and  which  therefore  pUced  him  eotirely  under  tb« 
iuflueace  of  bb  wife.  His  wife,  who  by  an  Eng- 
lish educatioa  contracted  an  affection  for  English 
governments  and  was  particularly  soUcitous  for  the 
interest  of  her  brother,  naturally  hated  the  usurper 
of  his  title,  and  prevailed  upon  her  husband,  for  a 
sum  of  money^  to  form  a  scheme  for  delivering  the 
titular  earl  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  president. 

Sfjcfi  methods  of  makin^^  war,  however  necessary, 
wei'e  not  of  the  most  honorable  kind :  but  Carew 
'    3till  descended  to  more  dishonorable  practices.  One 
Pacat      Nugent,  a  servant  of  Sir  Thomas  Norris,  had  de- 
Hib.        aerted  to  the  rebels,^  and  by  the  alacrity  of  his  ser- 
p.  38.       vices  acquired  their  coafideace*     In  a  repenting 
jnood  he  submitted  to  the  president,  and  to  pur- 
chase his  pardon^  promised  to  destroy  either  the 
titular  earl  or  his  brother  John.      As  a  plot  was 
already  laid  against  the  former^  and  as  his  death 
could  only  serve  to  raise  up  new  competitors  for  his 
title,  the  bravo  was  directea  to  pnoceed  a^inst  John. 
He  seized,  his  opportunity,  and  attempted  to  dis- 
patch him ;   but  as  nis  pistol  was  just  levelled,  he 
wa9  seized,  condemned  to  die,  and  at  his  execution 
confessed,   his  design;  declari.i^  that  many  others 
had  sworn  to  the  lord  president  to  affect  what  be 
H,  p.  4f.  intended.      This  declafaUon  so  affected  the  bro- 
thers, that  they  lived  in  continual  terror  of  treache- 
ry, never  daring  to  lodge  together  in  one  place,  or 
Ik  p  40.  ^^  appear  ^t  the  head  of  their  troops.     To  encrease 
their  confusion,  Redmond  De  Burgh,  who  claimed 
the  lands  and  lordship  of  Leitrim,  and  was  pur- 
posely encouraged  to  hope  that  the  president  would 
'  favor  his  claim,   withdrew  from  their  service,  with 
^'  ?•  ^?-  five  hundred  mercenaries. 

The   plot  of   O'Connor  for  seizing  the  $uggon 
.     earl,  remained  still  to  be  executed ;  and  to  promote 
lb.  p.  51,  its  success^  all  the  motions  of   the  lord  pnesidcnt 
*^'  were  directed.     At  a  season  when  his  officers  ex- 

pected some  vigorous  action,  he  sutjkleuly  dispers^ 
his  forces  into  different  aarrisoni^  in  order  to  is- 

ipirc 
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spire  the  rebels  with  confidence,  and  to  indfuce  their 
leaders  to  make  the  like  disposition  of  their  troops. 
A  letter  was  devised,  as  if  address^  by  Carew  to 
James  Pitz-Thomas,  expressing  many  acknowledg*- 
meuta  for  his  secret  services  to  the  state,  and  exhort- 
in  him  to  deliver  upDermot  O'Connor,  alive  or  dead. 
Dermot,  furnished  with  this  letter,  which  it  was  to 
be  supposed  he  had  intercepted,  seeks  an  interview 
with  James,  seizes  him  in  the  name  of  ONial  as  a   ^ 
traitor,    produces  his  letter  as  a  proof  of  this  his 
guilt,  and  conveys  him  with  some  of  his  companions 
to  a  neighbouring  castle,  of  which  he  held  the  com* 
mand,  informing  the  lord  president  of  his  success,  Pacat 
and  eageriy  expecting  his  reward.     But  before  Ca-Hib. 
rew  could  arrive  to  receive  his  prisoner,  John  Piti-P'  ^^* 
Thomas  and  Pierce  Lacey,  who  suspected  theTeal 
purpose  of  O'Connor,   collected  four  thousand  of 
their  followers,  and  rescued  the  titular  earl. 

Carew,  though  disappointed  in  this  attempt,  yet 
was  now  the  more  emboldened  to  proceed  in  his 
military  operations  against  an  enemy  divided  by 
mutual  suspicions.    He  took  the  chief  castle  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Valley,  in  despite  of  a  vigorous  de-  lb.  pl62.- 
fence,  and  proceeded  to  other  exploits  of  the  same*^* 
kind,   even  while  the  enpmy  was  in  view.     Two 
thousand  five  hundred  of  the  Connaught  mercena- 
ries, alarmed  at  his  prc^ess,  and  despairing  of  the 
cause  in  which  they  iiad  engaged,  sued  for  bis  per- 
mission to  return  unmolested  into  their  own  country ; 
which  was  granted,  not  without  some  stately  delay. 
He  pierced  into  Kerry,  where  he  took  the  castle  of 
the  lord  of  Lixnaw,  who  died  of  grief  at  this  mor- 
tification, leaving  a  son  no  less  determined  in  his 
inveteracy  against  the  English,  yet  for  the  present 
obliged  to  submit,   and  sue  for  the  protection  of 
government.     His  excursions  were  attended   with 
the  most  dismal  havoc,  througli  all  the  disaffected 
country.     Numbers  of  the  most  desperate  rebels 
relented  at  the  prospect  of  depolatioo  and  famine^ 
and  these  champions  of  the  £iith  sued  to  Rome  to 
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be  absolved  from  the  sin  of  gubmittmg  to  an  here- 
tical goverament,  and  to  be  permitted  to  continue 
in  a  temporal  obedience  to  the  state.  To  complete 
the  confusion  of  the  rebels,  the  garrison  of  Kilmal- 
lock,  in  a  successful  attack  upon  the  titalar  earl, 
struck  such  confusion  into  his  troops,  that  they  Ai^ 

Iiersed,  and  so  dispirited  his  adherents,    that  his 
irother  John  fled  for  shelter  to  Tirone,  and  Pearcc 
Ijacey  determined  to  court  better  fortune  iu  the  war 
of  Ulster 
Pacat  Before  the  titular  earl  had  been  reduced  to  th\n 

Wib.p.85.<Jistress,   both  tlie  English  ministers  and   the  lord 
""^*      president  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  setting  up 
a  rival  to  his   power  and  popularity  in    Mun«ter. 
For  some  occasion  of  this  kind,  James,  son  of  the 
^reat  rebel  earl  of  Desmond,  had  been  educated  by 
the  queen,  and  entertained  honorably  in  the  Tower. 
And  now  the  queen,  persuaded  that  his  presence  iu 
Ireland  would  draw  off  the  ancient  followers  of  his 
house  from  the  usurper  Pitz-Thomas,  admitted  him 
to  her  presence,  saluted  him  by  the  title  of  earl  of 
Desmond,  and  sent  him  into  M unster,  with  a  pafcnt 
for  his  restoration   to  the  honors  of   his  tauiily, 
lb.  p.  91, which   the  lord  president  however    was    directed 
^*-          either  to  deliver  or  retiiin,  according  to  the  expe- 
diency of  affairs  and  the  services  of  the  young  lonl. 
The  lords  of  this  province,  who  had  been   over- 
shadowed by  the  enormous  greatness  of  the  house 
of  Desmond,  rather  dreaded  than  wished  the  ad- 
vancement of  lord   James.      The  English   under- 
takers were  alarmed  at  his  appearance,  conceiving 
that  he  might  in  time  be  restored  to  the  inheritance 
as  well  as  the  honors  of  his  father ;    and  James 
himself,  educated  in  a  retired  and  refined  conrse  of 
life,  was  little  qualified  to  captivate  his  boisterous^ 
countrymen,  or  to  mix  in  the  turbulence  of  faction 
and  intrigue.     His  arrival  however  served  to  eii- 
crease  the  apprehensions  of  the  disaffected.     As 
&tt    experitnent    of   his   influence,     the    president 
consented  that  he  should  make  an  excui^sicm  into 
Ihe  count/   of  Limerick^    accompanied  by  some 

persons 
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peraonli  6f  approved  fidelity.  On  his  arrival  At  the 
toiivtt  of  Kiimallock  he  was  received  with  unbound- 
ed acclamations  of  joy;  the  streets,  doors^  win* 
dows^  and  even  roofs  of  ail  the  houses  were  filled 
with  exulting  crowds^  all  pressing  to  behold  the  no-> 
ble  heir  of  an  illustrious  family,  which  they  had 
beeu  habituated  to  consider  with  delight  and  reve* 
fence :  a  strong  guard  of  soldiers  could  not  obtain 
a  passage  for  him,  or  extricate  him  from  their  rude 
and  tumultuous  salutations.  On  the  succeeding 
morning  he  prepared  to  attend  divine  service  in  the 
church.  The  same  concourse  swarmed  about  him ; 
but  every  voice  loudl)r  and  pathetically  exclaimed 
against  the  execrable  intention,  and  thundered  in 
his  ears  the  disgrace,  danger,  and  impiety,  of  join- 
ing in  the  heretical  worship.  The  young  lord, 
who  understood  not  their  language,  passed  meekly 
on  to  his  devotions,  and  at  his  return  was  execrat* 
ed  and  insulted.  The  crowds^  who  waited  only  to 
vent  their  rage,  at  once  dispersed  and  left  their 
chieftain  unattended  and  unnoticed. 

Bi7T  this  disappointment  was  the  less  alarming 
or  mortifying,  as  the  rebels  t>(  Munster  Were  bf 
this  time  reduced  to  ihe  lowest  state  of  distress  and 
weakness.     They  conceived  a  design  of  drawiug 
some  forces  from  Ulster  and  Connaught  to  revive 
the  southern  war,  and  rescue  the  titular  earl  from 
his  distress.     But  Tirone  was  too  closely  hemmed 
in  by  the  dispositions  of  the  lord  deputy  to  afford 
them  any  assistance.   Raymond  De  Burgh,  who  had  Pacat. 
again  promised  to  unite  with  them,  was  still  amused  W\^-  P- 
by  Carew  with  the  hopes  of  gaining  his  lordship  of  ^^''^' 
Leitrim,  and  again  deserted  them.      They  cotild 
not  expect  any  services  from  Dermod  O'Connor, 
this  leader  havmg  been  taken  prisoner  in  a  piivato 
quarrel  with  one  of  his  own  sept,  and  put  to  death. 
Mac-Arthy-More    could    assist  them  only  by  hisfib.p.ios. 
counsels  and  secret  practices,  and  was  now  the  more 
reserved  as  he  had  been  lately  obliged  to  renew  hii 
frubmisaions  and  assurances  of  loyalty.    Even  their 

iuggam 
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Mggan  earl  chose  the  life  of  a  ivandermg  kerne,  ra- 
ther than  conrmit  himself  into  the  hands  of  confe- 
derates^ on  whose  attachment  he  could  have  no  re- 
lUanie,  and  any  one  of  whom  might  deliver  him  up 
to  the  enemj^  in  order  to  make  his  own  peace. 

Pacat      The  wretdied  remains  of  the  rebel  forces  fled  for 

Hib.        shelter  and  sustenance  into  the  teixitories  of  the  earl 

lb.  p.  105.^^  Ormond;  but  here  they  were  hunted  and  driven 
from  their  retreats.  The  presidency  of  Sir  George 
Carew  had  no  longer  the  appearance  of  a  military 
government.     His  stesions  were  held^  and  justice 

Ib.p.ii6*regularly  and  strictly  administered.  The  queen  con- 
sented to  pardon  any  of  the  southern  rebels  that  he 
should    nominate    to  the  lord  deputy^    excepting 

lb.  p.  121.  James  and  John  Fitz-Thomas^  Pierce  Lacey,  the 
Knight  of  the  Valley,  and  baron  of  Lixnaw ;  and 
no  less  than  four  thousand  persons  readily  accepted 
this  act  of  grace.     So  that,  as  there  now  seemed  no 

lb.  p.  117.  enemy  to  fear,  Carew  proposed  to  detach  one  thou* 
sand  of  hUs  forces  to  the  assistance  of  the  lord  deputy. 
Such  was  the  situation  of  the  southern  province, 
when  confident  assurances  were  spread  through  Ire- 
.  land,  that  the  Spanish  succours,  so  long  expected 
by  the  male-contents  of  this  kingdom,  were  speedi- 
ly to  embark ;  and  that  Munster  was  the  destined 

lb. p.  170. scene  of  their  invasion.  Oviedo  the  Spanish  arch* 
bishop  of  Dublin,  and  other  factious  ecclesiastics, 
had  spread  the  intelligence  through  the  disaffected 
quarters,  and  wdre  indefatigable  in  animating  and 
confirming  the  leaders  of  rebellion.    From  the  pope 

H,  p  359  they  brought  a  fluttering  epistle  to  prince  O'Nial, 
commander  of  the  catholic  army,  as  he  was  styled, 
filled  With  benedictions  on  him  and  all  his  adhe* 
rents,  who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  but 
itrenuously  contended  for  the  faith.  This  chief* 
«tain,  comforted  in  his  distress  by  the  prospect  of 
•  -^  Spanish  succours,  held  his  councils,  encouraged  his 
associates,  dispatched  his  emissaries  to  the  disaflected 
lords  in  every  proyinee,  exhortmg  them  to  prepare 
for  the  reception  of  their  foreign  allies ;  aod  now, 

if 
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if  eter,  to  exert  theoiMlves  n^ainst  the  pagiin  beast^ 
(for  auch  was  the  ian^guage  of  one  of  his  intercepted  ^*?^^ 
letters.)  Wh«t  be  was  chiefly  solicitous  to  effect,  ^  ^ 
was  the  rekindling  the  flame  the  rebellion  in  the 
southern  province.  But  besides  the  wise  dispositions 
of  the  lord  president  to  guard  against  any  irruption 
through  Connaught^  a  new  and  fortunate  incident 
served  to  conlbund  the  rebels,  and  to  defeat  their 
schemes  against  the  peace  of  Munster. 

There  was  no  man  of  any  account  in  this  pro-Ibp-*^- 
vince  with  whom  Sir  Qeorge  Carew  had  not  prac- 
tised, for  apprehendine  the  titulq^r  eaii  ot  Desmond, 
who  was  now  reduced  to  (he  condition  of  a  fugi- 
tive, stealing  from  one  wretched  retrei^t  to  another^ 
The  president  had  been  amused  with  various  pro- 
mises, which  never  were  fulfilled  ;  for  such  was  the 
general  affection  for  this  unhappy  lord,  that  no  one 
could  be  found  to  engage  in  an  attempt  so  odious. 
At  lengthy  some  of  the  soldiers  of  lord  Barry  pur- 
sued some  robbers  into  a  wood,  where  he  lay  con- 
cealed with  a  few  companions.    James  Fitz-Tho* 
mas,  roused  at  their  approach,  started  from  his  mi^ 
serable  meal  prepared  for  him ;   and  his  affectionate 
followers,   even  at  their  own  hazard,  favored  his 
escape.     A  mantle,  which  he  left  behind,  discovered 
its  owner;    the  soldiers  pursued,  but  possibly  with 
no  sincere  desire  to  apprehend  him,  suffered  him  to 
take  shelter  in  the  lands  of  the  White  Knight.    Barry 
was  the  enemy  <^  this  chieftain ;  and  glad  of  an 
occasion  of  complaint  against  him^  hastened  to  the 
lord  president,  claimed  the  whole  merit  of  the  aN 
tempt  to  seize  James,  and  imputed  his  disappoint-    . 
ment  to  the  negligence  or  treachery  of  the  neigh- 
bout-ing  chieftain  and  his  people.      The  White   , 
Knight,  who  had  submitted  to  government  and  was 
taken  into  proiecticm,  received  a  summons  to  attend 
the  president;  was  reproved  for  his  supposed  of- 
fence ;   and  even  threatened,  that,  as  he  stood  en- 
gaged for  all  his  followers,  his  life  and  fortune  mUstr 
answer  for  their  default.     Vhe  chieftaip,  stung  ^ith 

imq|||rite4 
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unmerited  reproach^    and  alarmed  at  his  danger, 
vowed  to  exert  his  utmost  endeavours  to  seize  the 
titular  earl.     He  was  directed  by  some  of  his  fol* 
lowers  to  a^aye»   in  which  the  miserable  fugitive 
w<is  found,   disarmed  without  resistance^    ana  de- 
livered bound  to  the  lord  president.      That  the 
queen  might  be  entitled  to  his  estate  without  an  act 
of  parliarpent^  he  was  immediately  tried^  convicted, 
Pacat.      and  condemiied^  for  his  treason  ;  but  as  his  brother 
Hib.  p.     John,  or  some  other  idol  of  his  sept,  might  be  en- 
^^^*        couraged  on  his  death  to  assume  the  title  of  Des- 
mond, his  life  was  spared  ;  and  Carew  recommend- 
ed, that  he  should  be  held  poufined  in  the  Tower 
of  London. 

1^  the  mean  time,  the  intelligence  of  a  Spanish 
invasion  was  every  day  repeated  with  more  and  more 
IKjv  159,  confidence.     The  titular  earl  positively  and  circum- 
stantially asserted  it.     Others  who  had  deserted  from 
the  rebels,  declared  with  equal  pon6dence,  that  the 

Erincipal  northern  insurgents  and  their  associates 
ad  held  a  Qouncil  in  conjunction  with  Oviedo,  on 
the  place  most  proper  for  the  Spaniards  to  debark; 
that  Pierce  Lacy  urged,  that  in  the  6rst  place  they 
should  possess  themselves  of  I^imerick,  as  it  was 
adjacent  to  Connaught  and  Leinster,  not  far  remote 
from  Ulster,  and  most  convenient  for  th?  reception 
of  English  succours ;  that  they  who  spoke  the  sen- 
timents of  Mac-Artby-Mpre,  contended,  that  the 
landing  should  be  made  at  Cork,  the  residence  of 
the  president,  where  his  magazines  and  stores  were 
placed.  Inhere  the  honor  and  advantage  would  be 
greater;  and  the  resistance  less,  as  the  town  was 
less  defensible ;  that  the  powerful  lords  of  Munster 
would  be  thus  encouraged,  by  the  vicinity  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  avow  their  disaffection  to  English  go- 
vernment; or,  if  they  still  presumed  to  temporize, 
their  country  would  become  an  easy  prey.  It  was 
added,  that  this  last  opinion  had  prevailed ;  and 
that  the  Spaniards  were  to  make  their  fn-st  impres- 
Ib.p.l79.sion  upoq  C^ork.  Sucl|  intelligeiice  cpul.d  not  be 
•     *  neglected 
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neo^lected  by  Carew.     He  conveyed  it  to  England, 
an^l  made  a  requisition  of  six  thousand  forces  to  be 
sent  to  his  assistance.      And  in  this  time  of   danger 
and  suspicion^  as  he  had  the  clearest  intimations  of 
the  secret  practices  of   Florence   Mac-Arthy,    hePacat 
thought  himself  fully  justified  to  seize  this  lord,   the^ib.p. 
only  cbieflain  of  formidable  power,   now  remain-  *^^" 
ing  in  his  province^   and  sent  him   into   England 
with   his  other  great  captive,  the  titular  earl    of 
Desmond.      He  also  contriveil  to  possess  himself  of 
the  persons  of  some  leaders  of  the  same  sept.     One  - 
of    whom  fully  justified   this  precaution,   by  the 
frankness  of  his  declaration.     On  his  zealous  pro-> 
fessions   of  adhering  faithfully  to  government,   he 
was  asked  suddenly,   by  Carew,   "But  what  if  the 
"  Spaniards    should     arrive!"    "  In    that  case," 
replied   he,     "  let  not    your    lordship  confide  in 
"  me;    no,   nor  in  any  of  thosle  lords  who  seem 
"  most  devoted  to  your  service." 

The  designs  of  Spain  in  support  of  the  Irish  in- 
surgents, which  the  queen's  ministers  had  so  long 
affected  to  disbelieve,  became  at  length  but  too 
apparent;  for  intelligence  was  received  that  their  Ibid.  p. 
fleet,  consisting  of  fifty  sail,  seventeen  of  which  i^^- 
were  ships  of  war,  were  discovered  to  the  north  of 
Cape  Finistere,  steering  their  course  evidently  to 
the  coast  of  Ireland.  Two  thousand  troops  were 
sent  from  England  on  the  first  certain  assurance  of 
their  embarkation,  and  three  thousand  more  pre- 
pared for  the  service  of  Munster.  The  lord  de- 
tmty  and  lord  president  met  by  appointment  in 
jeinster,  to  confer  on  this  alarming  occasion.  Some' 
jealousies  lately  conceived  by  Mountjoy  of  the  pre- 
sident, as  assuming  too  great  authority,  and  in- 
vading his  department,  threatened  to  make  ad  i- Ibid,  pw 
vision  between  these  two  commanders,  at  a  time  185» 
when  their  cordial  union  was  most. necessary.  A 
•harp  letter  of  expostulation  to  Sir  George  Carew, 
had  not  yet  been  received,  when  tlif»  deputy,  sa- 
tisfied that  he  had  mistaken  his  conduct,  in  ano- 
ther letter  generously  acknowledged  and  apologiseU 
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for  his  error:    so  that  th^y  now  met  in  iiew-ce- 
inenled  friendship^  and  with  an  honorable  conten- 
tion^ which  should  most  effectually  support  the  ope- 
rations of  the  other.  .  The  president  had  ever  re- 
solved to  maiutain  the  city  of  Cork  against  the  in- 
vaders;   and  now  received  intelligence  from  Sir 
€harles  Wilmot^  who  commanded  the  city  in  his 
absence^   that  the  Spanish  fleet  appeared  betbre  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.     Another  express  informed 
him^  that  on  the  slackening  of  the  wind^   the  fleet 
had    tacked    about^  and  were  now  at  anchor  in  the 
harbour  ot  Kinsale.      It  was  suggested^  that  on  this 
Pacat.      occasion  the  lord  deputy  should  return  to  Dublini 
19Q.  ^'     *^  collect  his  forces^  and  expedite  the  necessary  sup- 
plies of  ammunition  and  provisions  for  the  suutbem 
war.     But  Carew  urgently  represented  the  danger 
of  encouraging  the  disaffected  to  revolt^   by  retirmg 
from  the  invasion^  as  it  were^  with  a  consciousness 
of  the  weak  condition  of  the  state :  the  forces  could 
be  collected  and  put  in  motion  by  his  officers;  and 
the  magazines  of  Cork,   by  the  precautions  taken 
against  an.iuvasion^  could  supply  the  army  fort\fo 
or    three    months.     This   advice  prevailed ;    and 
Mountjoy  proceeded  to  Cork^  as  if  fully  prepared 
to  meet  the  foreigners. 

This  attempt  of  Spain^  to  reveng^e  the  assistance 
given  bv  queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Netherlands^  had 
evidently  been  too  lon^  deferred.  Had  the  iuvasion 
been  made  at  that  critical  period,  when  the  insur- 
gents of  the  North  were  in  the  full  tide  of  success 
,  and  had  given  strength  and  countenance  to  the  dis- 
affected in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  the  Eng- 
lish power,  already  shaken,  even  to  its  foundation^ 
could  scarcely  have  sustained  it  for  a  moment.  But 
now  the  Northerns  lay  cooped  within  their  own  im- 
mediate demesnes,  dispirited  by  ill  success,  and 
wasted  by  famine.  The  insurgents  of  Leinster  were 
broken  and*subdued.  Those  of  C6nnaught  reduced 
to  such  weakness,  by  pouring. their  forces,  u|)on 
fruitless  expeditions,  into  the  northern  and  southern 
proviftccg^  that  the  bare  appearance  of  an  enemy 
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vas  guiiident  to  drive  the  wretched  remains  into 
their  inaccessible  haunts.  In  Munster^  the  rebel- 
lion had  been  broken^  Und  its  chief  leaders  held  in 
captivity  5  many  partizans  had  fallen  by  the  sword 
in  different  quarters ;  nor  was  it  an  inconsiderable 
loss  to  the  insurgents^  that  Pierce  Lacey  had  been  Morvi. 
lately  slain  upon  the  bonjlers  of  Ulster.  Neither^-^'I^ " 
do  the  Spaniards  seeni  to  have  chosen  the  best  place 
of  descent  for  raising  a  general  .commotion  in  Ire- 
land; in  a  province  subdue4  aud  terrified  to  sub- 
mission ;  at  a  distance  from  their  northern  friends^ 
on  whom  they  placed  their  chief  reliance ;  an(}  at  a 
city  weak  and  indefensible.  It  was  generally  sup-P**^*^ 
posed  by  the  queen's  officers,  that  Sligo  must  have 
neen  the  place  of  their  destination.  And  had  they 
landed  there,  the  toym  might  have  been  easily  for>- 
tified,  wae  jconvenient  for  receiving  succours  by 
sea,  and  for  uniting  with  the  rebels:  they  would 
have  had  a  fair  country  to  possess,  an  easy  way  into 
Munster,  into  the  heart  of  the  Pale,  and  into  those 
parts  of  Ulster,  where  the  royalists  could  not  have 
supplied  the  garrisons  who  w.ere  to  oppose  then). 
However,  by  the  necessity  of  drawing  forces  from 
the  northern  borders,  Tirone  was  lefl  more  at  \i^ 
berty,  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  his  foreign  al- 
lies. It  was  suspected^  and  not  without  reason,  that 
many  secret  enemies  of  government  would  be  emi- 
boldened  to  declare  for  them ;  and  that  numbers  of 
the  Irish  natives,  who  had  no  means  of  subsistence  ^'"^- '^• 
hut  by  the  sword,  and  yet,  by  their  names  and  al^ 
liances  could  collect  some  followers,  would  accept  ~ 
their  pay :  and  to  oppose  this  confederacy,  the  lord 
deputy  was  to  lead  an  army  scarcely  equal  to  that 
of  his  invaders,  whose  i^unibers  were  computed  at 
six  thousfind. 

While  one  part  of  the  Spanish  forces  was  driven  Sept 
by  storm   into  Baltimore,   the  main  body,    com-^^- 
manded  by  Don  Juan  d'Aquila,  general  of  the  ex-p^caj, 
peditioa  entered  Kiflsale  withouUresistance,  a  small  Hib.  p. 
English  garrison  retiring  at  their  approach.    Dis-AS>7.    . 

patches 
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patches  were  immediately  sent  into  Uie  North  to 
notify  their  arrival ;  and  to  press  Tirone  and  O'Don- 
nel,  the  two  leaders  wIk)  had  invited  I  hem  into  Ire- 
land, to  march  withont  delay  to  join  their  allies. 
Oviedo  and  other  ecclesiastic^  attended  them,  to 
shake  the  allefrianpe  of  the  people  by  their  exhorta- 
Pacat      tlons  and  spiritual  censures.   The  fairest  professions 
Hib.  p.     jj„j  promises  were  lavished  upon  the  Irish  ;  the  bit- 
terest invectives  published  against  the  heretical  go? 
vernment   of  an  excommunicated  c}.neen ;   and  all 
faithful  sons  of  the  church  exhorted  to  unite  witk  . 
those  who  came  to  restore  their  lands  and  religion, 
and  to  rescue  them  from  temporal  and  eternal  per- 
dition.    But  in  despite  of  all  these  pathetif:  exlior- 
tations,  the  provincials  of  Munster  were  as  yet  so 
reluctant  to  engage^  in  any  new  rebellion^  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  lord  deputy  at  Coi'k,  several  of 
their  chieftains  presented   themselves  before  him, 
with  the  most  vehement  assurances  of  their  loyalty; 
while  others  seemed  to  wait  the  uncertain  event  of 
war  in  a  peaceable  and  inactive  neutrality.     A  con* 
duct  so  unbecoming  the  boasted  champions  of  the 
church,  the  Irish  endeavoured  to  excuse,  by  casting 
the  blame  on  the  fastidious  behaviour  of  Don  Jnan. 
O'Siilliv.  Daniel  O'Sullivan,  the  chieftain  of  Beare  and  Ban- 
Cath        ^'y*  declared,  that  he  proposed  to  attend  the  Spa- 
p.  175.     niiird  with  a  thousand  men,  and  demanded  arn>s  for 
the  same  number;  but  was  answered,  that  the  anns 
were  on  board  the  vice-admiral,  who  had  landed  at 
Baltimore;  and  this  with  such  coldness  and  con- 
tempt, as  effectually  discouraged  tlie  other  provin- 
cials.    But  the  .precautions  of  Sir  Ooorge  Carew. 
had  probably  a  greater  effect  than  the  pride  of  Don 
Juan.     The  Spaniards,    who  came  with  the  vain 
hopes  of  meeting  a  whole  kingdom  at  their  devoti- 
on, now  found  themselves  confined  within  an  incon- 
siderable town,  unassisted  by  the  natives,  and  be- 
sieged by  the  queen's  forces. 
Pacat.  Sallies  were  frequently  n^de,    sustained,  and 

Hfb.  p.     ropelled  with  due  vigor.     The  castle  of  llincorran, 
*^'     .  •  situated 
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situated  upon  the.  river  of  Kinaale^  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  town»  convenient  for  annoying  the  Eng« 
lish  ^hipping,  and  which  the  Spaniard,  therefore^ 
had  been  careful  to  occupy^  was  violently  assaulted, 
and,  after  an  obstinate  defence^  at  lencth  surrender* 
ed  to  the  lord  deputy.     The  approaches  of  the  be* 
aiep^ers  were  every  day  advanced,  when  intelligence 
arrived  that  the  northern  forces  were  in  full  march 
to  assist  the  foreigners:   that  0*DonneI,  with  aup,^^^ 
army  of  followers  from  Connaught  and  Leinster^  Hib.  p^ 
Iiad  alre^y  pierced  into  the  territories  of  Ormond  ;^to. 
and  was  followed  by  Tirone  with  the  flower  of  his 
Ulster  forces.     It  was  instantly  resolved  to  divide 
the  royal  army ;  and  while  the  deputy,   with  one 

Sart  continued  the  siege,  that  the  lord  president  of 
funster,  as  best  acquainted  wilh  the  country  and 
its  passages,  should,  with  another  body,  march 
against  toe  chieftain  of  Tirconnel.  Carcw  engaged 
in  tills  hopeless  service,  contrary  to  his  own  senti- 
ments. Although  he  pressed  closely  upon  the  re- 
bels, yet,  as  he  had  foreseen,  no  intelligence  of 
their  situation  or  motions  could  be  obtained  from  a 
-country  too  well  affected  4o  their  cause.  They  kept 
themselves  secure  in  woods  and  morasses,  till,  gain- 
ing tlie  advantage  of  a  severe  frost,  tliey  marched 
rapidly  over  a  mountain,  otherwise  impassible,  and 
pierced  into  Munster,  leaving  the  lord  president  to 
return  to  Kinsale,  from  a  fruitless  and  harasi^^ 
expedition.  To  consolp.  the  k>i*d  deputy  for  this 
disappointment.  Sir  Christopher  Saint  La«nmce 
came  to  his  assistance  with  some  forces  of  the  Pale ; 
the  earl  of  Glanricarde  arrived  at  the  head  of  a  gal^ 
lant  troop;  the  earl  of  Thomond«  another  zealous ib. ^14, 
royalist,  who  had  been  sent  into  England,  returned 
with  one  thousand  men;  two  thousand  infantry, 
and  some  cavalry  landed  at  Waterford  ;  Sir  Richard 
Lcviston,  one  of  the  queen^s  admirals,  arrived  at 
Cork  with  ten  ships  of  war,  two  thousand  tnfiuitry, 
and  military  stores.  Such  reinforcements  were  of 
considerable  moment  to  a  small  army,  a  part  df 
which  was  fo(;pied  of  provincials^  collected  from  the 

towns. 
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towns,  rather  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their 
ESf***      revolt,  thtin  from  a  dependence  on  their  service; 
215^^*     yet  still  it  was  resolved,   by  no  means  to  attempt 
the  town  by  storm  until  the  enemy  should  be  weak- 
ened by  sword  or  sickness.    Castlepark,  another 
adjacent  fort,  lying  in  an  island  opposite  to  Rincor* 
^^*^*^'fan,  was  attacked  and  surrendered.    The  besiegers 
still  advanced  in. their  approaches,  and   defeated 
every  attempt  of  the  Spaniards  to  distress  them. 
iflfT'     ^^*  when  they  summoned  the  town,   they  were  an- 
^     P*   swered  that  it  was  held  for  Christ  and  the  kingjof 
Spain ;  and  should  be  maintained  against  all  their 
enemies:   to  which  Don  Juan  added,  in  th^roman* 
<ic  spirit  of  his  country,  a  bold  challenge  to  the  vice« 
roy,  to  decide  the  quarrel  in  single  combat. 

Hitherto  the  provincials  of  M unster,  who  bad 
lately  submitted  and  received  their  pardons,  looked 
on  the  contending  parties  in  a  peaceable  neutrality, 
PvBt  without  resting  their  fortunes  on  the  uncertain  events 
*^  p»  of  a  siege,  hardly  sustained  by  a  small  body  of  Spa- 
^^  niards.  But  six  additional  Spanish  ships  now  arr 
rived  at  Castlehaven,  and  landed  troops  said  to 
amount  to  two  thousand,  with  stores,  ordtiance,  and 
ammunition.  Six  other  vessels  they  declared  had 
sailed  with  them  from  the  Groyne,  which  a  storm 
bad  separated  ;  and  that  more  and  more  forces  were 
preparmg,  as  the  king  of  Spain  determined  to  sup- 
port the  Irish  wacin  a  manner  worthy  of  his  crown 
and  dignity.  O'Donnel  instantly  united  with  these 
new  invaders;  Tirone  had  pierced  into  Munster, 
and  was  at  hand.  The  disaffected  septs  conceived 
that  the  hour  of  their  deliverance  from  the  English 
power  was  at  length  arrived :  they  at  once  cast  oflT 
the  mask  of  submission ;  all  the  Irish,  and  several  of 
the  English  race  in  Kerry  and  Desmond,  all  from 
Kinsale  and  Limerick  westward,  declared  for  the 
invaders.  O'Driscal,  lord  of  a  fort  at  Castlehaven, 
which  commanded  the  harbour,  delivered  it  to  his 
foreign  friends.  Another  of  his  race  put  them  in 
possession  of  bis  castles  at  Baltimore,  and  the  island 
.      -^  .  ■  ^  of 
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ofjnnisherkeri.  Daniel  O'SuUivan^  with  the  satite 
zeal^  resigned  into  their  hands  his  fort  of  Dunboy^ 
a  post  of  considerable  strength,  which  absolutely 
conimanded  Berehaven.  D'Aquila  by  his  new  rein- 
forcement was  enabled  to  place  <^arrisons  in  these  se* 
veral  stations  ;  his  gold  was  lavished  among  the  re* 
volters;  their  principals  were  honored  with  com* 
missions  from  the  king  of  Spain^  and  their  follow* 
ers  taken  into  his  pay*  Admiral  Leviston,  who 
was  sent  to  Castlehaven^  after  sinking  and  destroy^ 
iog  some  of  the  Spanish  vessels^  was  by  contrary 
winds  exposed  to  a  battery  erected  by  the  enemy  on 
shore^  which  was  principally  directed  against  his 
ship,  and  did  considerable  execution;  so  that  heSulHran^ 
returned  to  Kinsale  in  such  a  shattered  state,  and  Hist 
with  such  loss,  as  gave  the  enemy  occasion  to  boast  ^fl^  P' 
of  their  advantage. 

To  encrease  the  distress  of  the  besiegers,  the 
northern  army  commanded  by  Tirone  now  lay  at 
six  miles  distance  from  their  camp,  so  as  to  cut  off 
all  intercourse  with  Cork.     Surrounded,  and  in  ef- 
fect besieged  by  their  enemies^  they  were  prevented 
from  foraging,  straitened  in  their  provisions ;  their 
men,    weakened  by  hunger,  and   harassed  by  the 
toils  of  a  winter  siege,  dropt  dead  even  upon  their 
posts  ;  numbers  deserted,  and  their  English  sup* 
pHes  came  in  scantily  and  slowly.     Nothing  was  ne-  Morvs. 
cessary  for  the  complete  and  final  destruction  of  a'^-  ^^-  P- 
little  army,  on  which  the  fate  of  a  kingdom  de-^^'  ^' 
pended,  but  for  their  Irish  enemies  to  continue  ob- 
stinately in  their  present  situation.     Tirone  seems  Sullivan. 
to  have  been  sensible  of  this;  and  as  his  country- P*  ^'^^' 
men  assure  us,  declared  loudly    against  affording 
an  enemy  the  chance  of  battle,  who  was  only  to  be 
saved  by  some  desperate  eflfort  of  valor,  and  who 
must  soon  perish  without  any  assault,  by  the  seve- 
rity of  cold  and  famine.     Don  Juan,  more  capti- 
vated by  the  brilliant  prospect  of  victory,  sent  the 
most  pressing  instances  both  to  Tirone  and  O'Don- 
nel  to  advance  against  the  enemy's  camp,  assuring^?^ 
4bem  that  tlie  weakened  and  diiainished  numbers  of p  ^^7 

tUe        ' 
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the  English  could  not  furnish  a  third  part  of  (heir 
trenches^  and  that  nothing  but  one  vigorous  im- 
pression was  required  tor  obtaining  a  certain  and  au 
easy  victory.  Several  of  the  Irish  chieftains  eagerly 
embraced  the  same  sentiments;  and  Tirone,  too 
sensible  of  the  want  of  union  and  subordination 
among  his  unwieldy  numbers^  advanced  reluctantly 
against  the  English  camp. 

While  the  president  was  commissioned  to  carry 
on  the  siege,  the  lord  deputv,  with   no  more  than 
twelve  hundred  foot  and  four  nundred  horse,  march- 
ed against  the  rebels ;  and  as  the  Spaniards,  little 
suspecting  that  their  besiegers  would  make  this  bold 
attempt^  kept  within  their  walls,  the  Engli^  had 
^^^     but  one  enemy  to  encounter.     Every  place  of  ac- 
^^  ^*     cess  to  the  town  was  occupied   by  strong  guards : 
and  so  alarmed  were  the  enemy  at  the  dispositions 
made  by  the  lord  deputy^  and  so  difBdent  of  their 
own  strength,  that  the  confederate  Irish^  who,  as 
they  advanced,  had  considered  only  how  they  shonkl 
dispose  of  their  prisoners,   retired  with  evident  di:*- 
may  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  English  forces 
They  were  pursued,  halted,  and  offered  battle,  the 
earl  of  Clanricarde^  and  Wingfield,  marshal  of  the 
army,    charged  their  horse  vigorously,    w1k>  bad 
covered  the  retreat,  and  after  some  short  resistance, 
this  body,  composed    of   northern  chieftains  and 
other  Irish  of  note,  fled^  to  the  amazement  and  ter- 
ror of  their  associates*    The  vanguard,  command- 
ed by  Tirrel,  made  some  resistance,  but  was  soon 
broken  and  put  to  flight,   leaving  the  Spaniards  of 
Castlehavcn  to  the  swords  of  the  enemy  ;  wlio,  af- 
ter some  ineffectual  opposition,  fell  bravely  in  the 
fieldj^  except  a  few,  who  with  their  general  Ocampo 
were  made  prisoners.     The  main  body,  commanded 
by  Tirone,  was  discomfited  with  equal  ease ;  and 
the  rear^  in   which  O'Donnel  was  stationed,  fled 
without  attempting  to  strike  one  blow.     In  this 
rout,  for  such  it  was,  twelve  hundred  of  the  enemy 
J[b.{ift55,were  slain,  and  eight  hundred  wounded,  with  no 

greater 
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j^reater  loss  on  the  part  of  the  Eoa^lisbarmy  thaji 
that  of  one  cornet  slain  and  a  few  soldiers  wounded. 

The    dreadful  storm  which  threatened  the  royal 
army  was  thus  dissipated  at  once,  by  a  victory  of 
such  consequence^  yielded  with  such  astonishing  ease. 
The  Irish  writers,    shocked  at   this  pusillanimous  SuIIiy, 
conduct  of  their  countrymen,  affect  to  assert,  that  Hwt. 
after  this  unhappy  panic    of  his  troops,   Tirone^^l^^^ 
would  have  persuaded  his  associates  still  to  keep  the  ^* 
field,  and  hover  about  the  English  camp;   but  some 
of  them  pleaded  the  necessity  of  their  presence  in 
their  own  country.    'O'Donnel,  impatient  of  the  first 
reverse  of  fortune,  fled   into  Spain,   in  terror  and 
despair.    The  Irish  forces  fell  gradually  away  from 
an  unsuccessful  leader;  and  Tirone,  stung  with  dis- 
appointment and  disgrace^  fle  I  with  the  wretched 
remains  of  his  foUowera^  and  concealed  himself  in 
his  own  territory. 

The  Spanish  general  Don  Juan,  who  had  forced 
his  Irish  allies  from  a  station  in  which  they  might 
have  done  most  effectual  service,  and  compeiled 
them  to  meet  the  enemy  in  open  field,  for  which 
an  Irish  army  was  of  all  othei*s  the  least  fitted, 
formed  his  ideas  from  the  m.annei's  and  principle^ 
of  more  refined  countries,  and  hid  not  the  least  sus- 


picion that  Tirone  could  be  so  easily  defeated.  The{^o«7«», 

^  rged  in  honor  of  the     .^^* 

victory,  he  mistook  for  the  signal  of  the  Irish  army's  ^'^ 


V 


ollies  which  the  English  discharged 


appi'oach,  and  sallied  from  the  town ;  but  soon  des- 
crying the  Spanish  colours  taken,  and  waved  in  tri- 
umph by  the  English  soldiers,   and  finding  the  be- 
siegers fully  prepared  to  receive  him,  he  retirjed;- 
and  being  informed  of  the  circumstances  of  the  de- 
feat, could  impute  a  flight  so  precipitate  from  such 
inferior  numbers,  and  prpceded   by  an  evident  re-.    . 
luctance  to  engage,  to  no  other  .cause  but  s6me  se- 
cret treachery  in  Tirone  or  his  associates.     In  the^^**- 
rage  of  indignation  and  resentment,    he  desired  a  ^^^^ 
parley   with  the  lord  deputy,  and  demanded  that 
some  gentleman  should  be  sent  to  him,  whom  he 
Vol.  II.  3  E  would 
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would  acouaint  with  the  conditions  on  which  tte 
town  should  he  surrendered.  To  Sir  William  Go- 
dolphin,  an  English  officer  of  distinction,  who  \fas 
employed  on  this  occasion,  he  declared  with  all  the 
stately  dignity  of  a  Spaniard,  fliat  as  he  had  found 
an  honoral)le  lhou«^h  a  powerful  antagonist  in  the 
vice-roy,  a  weali,  1>arharou9,  and,  as  he  had  rea- 
son to  suspect^  a  perfidious  ally  in  the  Irish^  his  i^e- 
spect  to  the  one  and  disgust  at  the  other  induced 
him  to  an  overture  of  composition,  provided  tlwl 
it  could  be  made  on  snch  terms  as  befitted  men  not 
compelled  by  necessity  to  surrender,  confident  of 
their  strength^  and  of  assistance  from  their  country, 
ftiul  ready  to  endure  a  thousand  deaths  rather  than 
yield  to  any  onedinhonorable  article  of  accord. 

He  was  answered,  that,  to  prevent  the  effusion 
of  blood,  his  overtures  of  accommodation  were  ac- 
cepted, (liTovided  it  could  be  made  on  such  ]^onoT' 
able  terms  as  suited  the  advantages  gained  hylbe 
queen's  forces.  It  was  proposed,  that  he  should 
resifrn  all  the  places  ho  held  in  Irehind  to  the  lord- 
deputy  ;  that  his  forces  should  be  transported  into 
Spain  in  shij»  which  he  was  allowed  to  hire  and  vic- 
tual for  this  purpose ;  that  they  should  engage  not 
to  bear  arms  against'  the  queen  of  England  until 
they  should  be  landed  in  some  Spanish  port ;  that 
while  tli^y  were  obliged  to  continue  hi  Ireland,  they 
should  be  treated  with  amity;  that  Don  Jua" 
should  abide  there  until  the  last  embarkation ;  but 
fhat  an  his  treasure,  ordinance,  and  ammunition, 
and  all  the  queen's  natural  subjects,  should  be  left 
to  her  absolute  disposal. 

This  kst  article  fired  the  pride  of  Don  Juan, 
and  was  rejected  with  disdain.  He  declared,  that 
if  a  proposition  so  dishonorable  should  be  aga"' 
hkfi  mentioned,  the  vice-roy  from  that  moment 
should  use  th^  advantage  of  his  sword ;  that  if  tb^ 
Spaniards  occupied  but  the  single  post  of  Baltimore 
it  might  be  defended^  by  it«  situation,  ^mgainst  an 

army 


array  often  thousand^  untii  succours  si^ouU  arrive  . 
from  Spain^  but  that  be  was  confident  of  maintain- 
iuo^  hi»  present  post;  tJbat  the  English  were  indeed 

f^ood  scndiera,  and  conunanded  by  a  brave  and  skit-  . 
ttl  general,  but  they  were  harassed  by  a  winter 
8tc«(e>  and  diminished  by  toil  and  sickness;  that  he  had 
wUhin  the  walls  two  tliousand  hardy  welt  appointed 
troops>  inured  to  the  climate^  with  provisions  for 
three  months,  and  confident  of  speedy  succours, 
whom  he  reserved  to  meet  the  vice^roy  en  the 
breach,  and  doubted  not  to  lay  five  hundred  of  his 
scanty  numbers  on  the  earth.  ''  But  to  conclude 
*'.  this  bHwiess,"  said  Don  Juan^  ''  the  kin""  my 
"  master  sent  me  to  assist  the  condes  Q'NiaT  and 
''  O'Donnel,  presuming  on  their  promise  to  join 
^'  his  forces  immediately  on  their  arrival.  I  ex- 
*'  pected  them  a  long  time  in  vain ;  I  sustained  the 
''  vice-roy's  arms ;  I  saw  their  utmost  force  collect- 
^'  ed  within  two  miles  of  Kinsale;  rehiforced  with 
^'  some  companies  of  Spaniards ;  every  hour  pro- 
'^  mising  to  relieve  us,  and  iu  conjunction  with  our 
''  army  to  force  your  camps.  I  at  lengtli  saw  theui 
''  broken  by  a  handful  of  men,  blown  asunder  into 
''  different  parts  of  the  workl ;  O'Donnel  into  Spain. 
^  0*Nial  into  the  furthest  [uirt  of  Ulster:  so  that 
''  I  cannot  find  such  condrs  in  rerum  nalura.  I  have 
^  therefore  resolved  on  this  agreement,  the  rather, 
'^  to  disengage  the  king  my  master,  from  assisting  a 
''  people  in  themselves  so  weak,  tliat  the  whole 
^'  burden  of  the  war  must  lie  on  him ;  and  so  per- 
^*  fidious,  tliat  in  requital  of  his  favor  they  might 
"  it  last  betray  him." 

A  SERIOUS  attention  to  the  state  of   the  royal  Pa^a^ 
army,  tlie  danger  of  attempting  to  storm  the  towi^,  ^^^^-  f- 
and  of  a  general  revolt  of  the  disaifected,  on  tUe^^^* 
leaM  acci(^t  or  disgrace,  the  advantage  of  reeeiv- 
ing  a  number  of  places  of  strengtli  at  once,  which 
cc^uld  not  be  reduced  without  a  tedious  and  hazmiX- 
Otis  war,,  and  the  apprehensions  of  new  succeurji 
from  Spaia^  soou  aetermiued  Mountjoy  to  recede 

from 
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mmxgbA  no  <Hb»r  tdYMitege  from  hb  9U0M68>  but 
Hpqit  of  eonjlmiiihi^  hi9  prfeipttate  fM^t.  Mac^E«^- 
fmn  itt  another  dkirmista  was  daio,  afMauiting  his  men, 
with  a  8werd  in  one  hand  and  his  BreTiary  hi  the 
^Bifacff.  The  gradttal  raduction  of  every  leader  of 
rebellion  at  length  brought  the  provimre  to  that 
atate  of  composure,  which  gave  the  wretched  inha- 
bitaats  leisare  to  reflect  on  their  ealaB(iitie& 

With  the  same  Tigor^  and  the  saiBe  kind  of 
aiar^  did  the  lord  deptty  proceed:  ag^nst  Ticose 
and  the  northern  rebels.    So  closely  waa  the  earl 

Momon,  paraned,  that  he  aei  fire  to  bia  town  of  Dungaaaon  ; 

I^^I-P-  and*  by  building  two  new  forta,  oa«  contiguous  to 

190,  W,ii^  ^  fy^  ^f  Blaekwaler,  but  in  a  raoi^  coaveni- 
enl  tituatioii,  the  otber  on  the  banks  of  I/>ughiieagh 
or  Lake  Sidney,  as  it  was  caUed^  about  five  aiiles 
from  Dim^nnon,  on  the  other  side»  Mountjoy  ex* 
(dndied  Tirone  from  hia  own  territories.  The  H>nn« 
er  he  called  CharieniOol^  die  latter,  Moan^y,  from 
bis  own  name  and  titie.  getsonded  by  Sir  Arthur 
Chichester  and  Sir  Heary  Dowkra,  he  kepi  the  re- 
bels  in  perpetual  terror  and  diatresa  (  ana  so  dis* 
posed  his  forces^  as  to  prevent  every  hostile  atteiapti 
and  at  the  si^me  time  to  be  enaUad  to  collect  them 
with  ease  and  expedition^  on  imy  foreign  invasion, 
The  miseries  which  the  wretched  Irish  endured^ 
from  the  vipuitty  of.  the  royal  forces^  which  prei> 
vented  them  Arom  seeking  any  aieansof  subsistaoce^ 
were  afflicting  to  the  bnmantty  even  of  their  ene* 

ll^  ^Q^miea.  Thensamla periBhed  by  famine;  and  every 
^  road  and  distrmt  was  encumbered  by  their  unburied 
eareaseSi  The  hideous  resources  sought  for  allay- 
fag  the  rage  of  hunger,  were  mote  terfible  evea 
thatt  such  desotation.  Tirone  was  every  day  de- 
aefteilr  by  some  fottowers,  Thesomof  John  O'Nial 

lb.  19L  esdaped  from  their  confinement,  and  csast  themselves 

at  tM  feet  of  the  lord  deputy :  attd  what  was  stiU 

mdie  movtiiyiog-  la  the  rebek-leader.  Roderic,  tbe 

1»rotber  of  Hugh  O'Donnel,  who,  on  the  flight  of 

this  phf^^in,  sipcpepded  to  thecolnpandreihis  sepd 
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sought  the  proteclion  of  gorernment,  and  wm  <a-Jf^ 
vorably  received;  as  MveTl  to  Iwreak  deforces  or^^^.m. 
therebch,  t»  to  form  a  balance  against  Nial  Car- 
ruff,  who  had  indeed  faithffiUy  adhered  to  his  en- 
gagements, but  was  grown  intderabVe  by  iiis  iogo- 
lenee,  and  the  rapacionaness  of  his  demands. 

Ik  thisextrcmity  of  distress,  Tirorfe  in»de  over- 
tures of  accommodation  with  nwre  sincerity  than 
heretofore,  arisinfj  from  a  more  lively  sense  of  the 
calamities  in  which  he  had  involved  hmiself  and  bis 
countrymen.    The  expence  of  the  Irish  war,  the 
uncertainty  of  bringing  it  to  that  speedy  issue,  for 
which  the  English  mmistry  was  nnpatient,    and 
which  (heir  principles  of  ceconomy  made  absolut^/ 
necessary,  and  the  Ifear  of  a  second  invasion  from 
Spain,  determined  Moun^oy  to  listen  to  these  over- 
tures with  favor.    But  the  queen  obstinately  for- 
bad him  to  receive  the  arch-traitor,  upon  any  con- lb.  p.  169^ 
ditions'btit  an  absolute  submission  lo  her  mercy  in 
all  thin  0^3,  except  his  life :  and  even  this  concession  *°'P'^^** 
she  afterwards  retracted,  m  peevish  opposition  to  the  • 
sentiments  of  her  council.    Sir  Robert  Cecil  ven- 
tured to  explain  thetnolives  of  this  severity,  to  as- 
sure the  lord  deputy  that  it  arose  entirely  from  a 
mortifying  reflection  on  the  insolence  with  which 
Tironc  hSl  rejected  all  former  offers  of  mercy ;  and  •,     .  . 
to  assure  him  that  be  should  be  suflBcictitly  warrant-*  '  ^ 
ed  to  conclude  an  acconmiodation,  if  the  rebel  earl 
should  seek  it,  with  due  sincerity.     The  manner  in 
which  fliis  rebel  should  be  treated/became  a  matter 
of  debate  and  controversy  in  the  English  cabinet. 
And  the  diversity  of  instructions  sent  to  the  lord  de- 
puty, shewed  the  irresolute  and  distracted  state  ^f 
raind  hi  which  Efitabeth  languished  out  the  last  pe-     "^ 
riod  of  her  reign.    In  ^contradiction  to  her  former 
orders,  she  directed  Moun^oy  to  graflt  **»«  e»»^«*,^  ^o^ 
promise  of  life :  in  a  few  days  more  she  enlarged  her*^  P-  '*^ 
commission,  and  directed  ttiat  besliould  be 'assured 
of  life,  liberty,  and  pardon.      Another  letter,  from 
the  secretary,  immedtattly  instmcted  him  to  grant. 

th^ 
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'  Hhd  earl'plirdon;  either  by  the  ti|}e  of  baron  of  Dun* 
f^annon^  or  by  some  new  titl^.    So  little,  did  the 
English  ministry  study  the  chc^racter  of  the  Irish, 
that  they  never  once  considered   that  the  tide  of 
earl  of  Tirone  really  degraded  the  chieftain  io  the 
estimation  of  his  followers :  that  he  had  long  since 
rejected  it  with  scorn  and  contempt,  and  trusted  for 
his  cons^uence  to  the  priucely  name  of  O'Nial. 
While  Mountjoy  was .  distracted,  by.  this  variety  of 
instructions,  he  receivedialarmin^  intimations  ot  the 
bueen's  sickness,  which  were  quickly  succeeded  bv 
private  as^ui^ances  of  her  death ;  an  event  which,  if 
once  divulged,  .must  prov^e  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence in  i;aising  a  ^^ew. ferment  in  the. spirits  of  the 
Irish.     He  therefpi-e  determined  to  cui  off  all  de- 
lays, and  to  conclude  au  accoimnoclatioo  with  Ti- 
rone, by  viilweof  jthe  queen's  Gommission^  without 
attending  to  any  subsequent  instructions.     Sir  Wil- 
liam Godolphin  was  dispatched  to  the  earl,  with. a 
•  '  s^fe-conduat,.and  pr^^d  hin^  urgently  to  pre v tut 

hif  utter  ruin,  by  immediately  repairing  to  the  lord. 
deputy,   and  accepting  tbose  honorable   conditions 
which  he  was  now  empowered  to  grant,   but  which 
ifiight  immediately  be  revoked. 
,  In  his  former  pride,  Tirone  would  have  regard- 
ed such  advances  as^  an  indication  of  the  terror  and 
weakness  of  government,   and  rejected  them  with 
contempt;  but  he   was  now  reduced  to,  a  state  of 
Morys.     real  humiliation.     He  instantly  complied,  and  at- 
R  llLp.  tended  the  lord  deputy  at  Mellifont,  by  whom  he 
was  received  with  a  dignity  befitting  the  representa- 
tive of  an  offended  sovereign.     He    fell  upon  his 
knees;  aud  petitioned  for  mercv  with  an  air  and  as- 
^  pectiof  distress.     He  subscribed  his  submission,  con- 
ceived in  the  amplest  manner  and  form.     He  im- 
plored   the  queen's  gracious  commiseration,    and 
'  '^  .   humbly  sued  to  be  restored  to  his  dignitv  and  the 
state  of  a  subject,  which  he  had  justly  forfeited.  He 
utterly  renounced  the  napie  o(  O'Nial  with  all  its 
pre-emineues  and.prctended  authority;  abjured  all 

foreign 
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foreign  power^  and  all  depcndi^iicy  but  on  the  crown 
of  England;  reeianed  ail  claim  to  any  lands,  but 
such  as  should  be  €Oufc]«r«d  upon  him  by  letters 
patent:  promising  to  assist  the  state  in  aboiisliiiij^ 
all  barbarous  customs,  ahd  eMablisbin<^  law  and  civi- 
lity auioug  his  people.  The  lord  deputy,  on  the 
part  of  the  cjueen,  promised  iKfuU  pardon  to  bini 
and  all  his  followers;  to  himself  the  restoration  of 
his  blood  and  honor,  with  a  new  patent  for  his 
lands  except  some  portions  reserved  for  certain 
chieftains  received  intp  favor,  and  some  for  the  use 
of  English  garrisons:  to  which  reserva^ons  the  earl  • 

freely  consented.  This  important  affair  being  thus 
finally  concluded,  Tirdne  accompanied  the  tord  de- 
puty to  Dublin ;  where  on  hearing  of  the  deatli  of 
aueen  Elizabeth,  he  was  observed  to  burst  into  a 
ood  of  tears,  by  which  lid  affected  to  express  an 
affection  to  a  princess,  by  whom  he  had  been  treated 
with  such  abundant  clemency.  But  it  was  obviously 
apparent,  that  this  passion  really  proceeded  from  a 
sense  of  his  precipitate  submission ;  when,  by  per- 
severing but  a  few  days,  his  reputation  with  his 
countrymen  might  have  been  inviolate,  and  the  war 
renewed  with  considerable  advantage ;  or  at  worst, 
he  might  have  made  a  merit  with  the  new  sovereign, 
that  immediately  on  his  accession  he  had  freely  sub- 
mitted to  mercy.  As  it  was  now  impossible  to  le- 
trent,  he  renewed  his  submission,  in  the  form  before 

tu'escribed,  to  the  king;  and,  by  direction  of  the 
ord  deputy,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
notifying  this  his  return  to  his  duty  and  allegiance, 
and  requesling  that  his  son,  who  had  been  enlertain- 
cd  at  the  Spanish  court,  might  be  pernutted  to  ro-  ^ 

turn  to  Ireland.      No  insurgent  remained  in   ttiisPacat. 
kingdom,  who  had  not  obtained  or  sued  for  mercy.  Hib 
Many  were  driven  by  necessity  to  the  continent,  andP-  ^^^ 
earned  a  subsistence  in  the  armies  of  Spain.    A  race 
of  Irish  exiles  was  thus  trained  to  arms,  filled  withSuUivait. 
the  pride  of  family,  and*  a  malignant  resentment 
against  the  English. 
Vol.  II.  S  P  The 
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^  The  gliastliness  of  famine  and  desolation, 
\)vbieh  a  long  series  of  wars  had  produced  in  Ire- 
land^ was  now  somewhat  enlivened  by  the  restoration 
of  general  tranquillit)r.  The  honor  of  completely 
reducing  all  the  enemies  of  the  crown  of  England 
in  this  island,  after  a  perpetual  contest  of  440  years, 
wa»  reserved  for  the  arms  of  Elizabeth.  It  was 
acquired,  not  without  delay,  diflScultv,  and  danger. 
But  a  nobler  work  still  remained,  that  of  regulat- 
ing a  country  so  Ions  cut  off  by  civil  discord  from 
the  most  valuable  advantages  of  refinement  and 
civility. 

*  The  horrid  accounts  of  famine  and  distrfss,  in  those  parts  of 
Ireland  most  exposed  to  the  calamities  of  war,  can  scarcely  be  suspect- 
ed of  falsehood  or  exaggeration,  when  we  consider  the  eliects  of  these 
civil  oommotions  in  the  very  city  of  Dublin.  I  hare  seen  an  account 
o£  the  rates  of  provisions  sold  in  Dublin,  in  the  year  160%  authenti- 
cated by  the  signature  of  John  Tirrel,  Mayor.     By  which  it  appears 

that  ,       .  .       '     . 

Wheat  had  arisen  from  thirty-six  shillings  to  nine  pounds  the  quarter. 
•Barley-malt,  from  ten  shillings  to  forty  three  sshiUmgs  the  barreL 
Oat-malt,  from  five  shillings  to  twenty-two  shillings  the  barreL 
Pease,  from  five  shillings  to  forty  shillings  the  peck. 
Oats,  from  three.shillings  and  four  pence  to  twenty  shillings  the  barrel 
Beef  from  twenty-six  shillings  and  eight  pence  to  eight  pounds  the 

carcase. 
Mutton,  from' three  shillings  to  twenty-six  shillings  the  carcase. 
Veal,  from  ten  shillings  to  twenty-nine  shillings  the  carcase. 
A  lamb,  from  twelve  pence  to  six  shillings. 
A  pork,  from  ei^ht  to  thirty-shillings 
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CHAP.     VI. 


insurrections  in  ihe  reign  ofEUzabdh  not  injluenced  hjf  re* 
ligious  motives.  •  •  .Popish  parly  of  this  reign •  •  •  .Their 
principles  and  practices .  0  •  .Sentence  of  the  Spanish  uni* 
rersities0  • .  .Effects  of  popish  virulence,  on  the  accession 
cf  James  •  •  •  .Insolence  of  the  4:itizens  of  Cork  and  of  Wa* 
ierford.  . .  Spirited  conduct  ofMountjoy. . .  Southern  cities 
intimidated 9 .  •  .Act  of  oblivion  and  indemnity • .  •  .Favor 
shewn  to  Tirone  and  &Donnel.  •  •  .Progress  of  Refomw 
Hon  by  Carew  and  Chichester.  •  •  •  Tainistry  and  Gavelkind 
abolished. ..  .Commission  of  Grace,. ..  .cautiously  ex* 
rruted. . .  .Practices  of  popish  ecclesiastics »  .  •  .Proclama* 
Hon  against  the  recusant  clergy. . .  .Execution  of  penal 
laws. .  •  nits  effects*  . .  .Trial  of  Lalor. .  •  .Conspiracy 
and  flight  of  the  earls  of  Tirone.  and  Tirconnelj .  •  •  favor" 
able  to  the  designs  of  James .  .. .  Rebellion  of  (XDogherty. 
•  . .  .His  cruelties. . .  .His  death.  . ,  .Escheated  counties 

*  iff  Vtster. . .  James  solicitous  for  the  plantation  of  them . . . 
Sir  Arthur  Chichester  an  ustful  agent  and  director.  •  •  • 
Scheme  of  the  northern  plantation .  ..  .  Errors  of  Eliza* 
betVs  plantations  corrected. .  .  .Adventurers. ; . .  DiHribU" 
Hon  of  lands . .. .  City  of  London  engaged  in  the  plantation. 
p  . .  .Institution  of  the  order  of  baronets .  . .  .Provisions 
for  the  clergy  and  university. .  •  •  Execution  of  the  scheme 
rtflt  entirely  conformable  tii  the  original  idea, 


jThOSE  writers  In  the  cause  of  popery,   whoAuD. 
represent  the  commotions  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  1003. 

'US  originaliy  resulting  from  the  righteous  zeal  of 
pietj^   and  devotion  to  the  church,  assert,  with  so 

-much  disregard  to  facts  the  best  authenticated^ 
that  they  do  not  merit  a  particular  confutation. 
Those  wliom  they  extol  as  Maccabees,    fighting 

-with  a  disinterested  fervor  in  support  of  their  reli- 
gion, were  really  ignorant,  and  indifferent  to  every 

•  mode' 
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modo-  of  faith  and  worship.     Their  champion,  the 
earl  of  Desmond,    confessed   his  own  total  want 
of  information,  and  was  ready  to  comply  with  any 
directions,  as  to  religion,  which  the  Cn^^lish  govern- 
ment mig-ht  prescribe.     And  when  their  great  par- 
tizan,  the  earl  of  Tirone,  had  learned  to  grace  his 
hisnrrectlon  by  a  pretended  zeal  for  the  laith,  hid 
real  prlticiples  and  motives  were  so  well  understood, 
Moryion,  that  this  hypocrisy  was  treated  with  contempt  and 
B.  I.        ridictile.      tiang  thee  J"    said   the    earl  of  lEssex, 
P*  ^^^     (and  jnstly)    "  thou  falk  of  a  free  exercise  of  reli- 
*'  «fiori !    Thoii  carest  as  mucS  for  religioa  as  my 
^  horse !" 

The  incessant  diligence,  however,  of  the  emissa- 
ries of  Rome,  infused  the  poison  of  religious  ran- 
cour with  too  great  success,  and  prc^agated  such 
•         doctrines  in  this  reign,  as  must  ever  be  abbored  and 
e)^ecrated.     They  saw  numbers  of  the  Romish  com^ 
mnnion  act  with  firmness  and  vigor>  in  support  of 
SullWan.  that  government  to  which  they  had  sworn  allegi- 
Hist.Cat.  ance:  they  saw  numbers  of  their  ecclesiastics  in- 
ftaUb.'     culcating  the  doctrines  of  ci\il  obedience  and  sub- 
mission ;  and  they  were  virulent  in  condemning*  and 
industrious  in  counteractiUfi^  such  doctrines.    They 
taught  the  people,  that  wh\\e  they  n^ere  unable  to 
resist,  the  pope,  indeed^  allowed  them  to  Submit  to 
an  excommunicated  princ^ess,  and  an  heretical  go- 
Tcniment,  so  far  as  the  exercise  of  this  g^^vernment 
did  not  affect  the  cause  of  I  heir  religion,     put  nbcn 
the  faith  once  required  their  assistance,  it  vvas  inri- 
pious  and  damnable  not  to  cast  off  $it  once  this 
mask  of  insidious  submiteiori  ;   ahd  whc^n^  by  the 
pope's  authority,  an  arrhy  of  insurgents  had  arisen 
against  the  English  power,  not  to  un((e  in  n  ^use 
ao  glorious,  or  to  continue  one  moment  6n  the  side 
of  government,  was  to  renouilce  their  eternal  salva- 
tion«     Bulls  Were  produced,   aiid  spread   through 
Ireland,  to  countennnce  the^e  prindples,  whkb  the 
moderate  Romish  clergy,  affirnted  to  be  surrepti- 
tious.    The  decisions  of  the  Spakiish  universities 

were 
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were  pr^ured  to  disl^redit  thili  oppo^iticm.  VaHado^ 
lid 'and,  Salamanca  denounced  ^all  the  vengeance 
of  the  Almighty^  against  those  who  should  not  unite 
with  Tirone :  but  the  decree  of  their  tontemptible 
doctoi-s  arrived  too  late.  Tirone  bad  already  sub^ 
mitted. 

A  VIRULENT    popish  party  was  thus  formed  ill 
Irelandj    which  the  vigor    of  Elizabeth's  govern^ 
ment^  and  the  success  m  her  arms,  had  kept  withia 
some  restraint,  but  which  Mas  secretly  animated  by 
the  emidsaries  of  Rome.    If  the  laws  were  executed 
against  recudants,  they  inveighed  against  the  horrid 
and  unchristian  persecution ;  if  govenunent  indulg<»SoIliT.  H. 
ed  them  with  lenity  and  connivance^  the]^  derided  Catli« 
its  fears,  and  affected  to  despise  the  temporizing  po»^  ^* 
licy.     On  the  accession  of  «Jaines  the  hrst^  they  ia 
0OH16  places  encouraged  their  votaries^  by  assuring 
them    that  the    new    Jking    was    of  the   RomisS 
relifi^on;    in  others,    they  preached  the  infiinta'ftMorywa^ 
right  of  succession ;  and  taught  their  ignorant  dis-  V.  1|. 
tuples^  that  he  could  not  be  a  lawful  king,  who  hadP-^^> 
not  been  established  by  the  pope,  and  had  not  sworn     * 
to  defend  the  catholic  religion.      Such  were  the        -    ' 
effects  of  these  pestilent  insinuations^  that  several 
cities  of  Leinster,  and  almost  all  the  cities  of  Mun** 
ster,  now  conspired  to  avow  their  contempt  of  penal 
statutes^  and  to  restore  the  Romish  worship  in  its  full 
Splendor.     Disdaining   to  confine    their  devotions 
any  longer  to  privacy  lUid  retirement,  they  ejected 
the  reformed  ministers  from  theilr  churches,  they 
aeized  those  religious  houses  which  had  been  cot^ 
▼erted  to  civil  uses,  they  erected  their  crosses,  they 
celebrated  their  masses  pompously  and  publicly,  and 
their  ecclesiastics  were  seen  marching  lu  procession, 
clothed  in  the  habits  of  their  respective  orders. 

In  Cork,  the  factious  ecclesiastics  were  particulariy 
numerous  and  turbulent.  One  of  them  had  re- 
ceived, or  pretended,  a  le^ntine  authority  firom 
Rome ;  and  the  citizens  paid  a  ready  Ohedienee  to 
his  commissioa.    Their  magistrfttes  at  first  refusad 

to 
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to  proclaim  the  kin^,  demandifig  time^to  consider  of 
it ;  and  when  reminded  that  he  had  been  already 
proclaimed  in  Dublin^  they  answered  coldly^  that 
Simnel  aho  had  been  proclaimed  in  DubUn.  Yet, 
Cox,  not  daring  to  persevere  in  this  insolent  and  dangler- 
y- J[^-  ous  opposition  to  authority,  after  some  affected  de- 
lay, they  at  leng^th  published  the  proclamation  in 
(heir  liberties ;  which  they  notified  to  the  lord  de* 
puty  Mountjoy,  and  at  the  same  time  demanded 
that  Halbowling,  a  fort  built  in  the  late  reign  to 
protect  the  city  against  invasion,  should  be  delivered 
into  the  bands  of  their  mayor  and  citizens.  The 
commissioners  for  executing  the  presidency  of  Mun* 
Bier  on  the  departure  of  Sir  George  Carew,  and  the 
officers  of  the  army  were  justly  alarmed  at  their 
extravagances  and  determined  to  strengthen  every 
post  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cork,  by  which  the 
seditious  inhabitants  might  be  kept  in  awe:  and 
(his  was  eifected,  not  without  opposition  and  some 
bloodshed.  To  the  remonstrances  of  the  lord 
deputy,  the  citizens  replied  with  little  respect  and 
reserve.  As  to  the  point  of  religion,  in  which  they 
F  **l  had  been  particularly  offensive,  they  answered  bold- 
ly, that  they  onfy  exercised  now  publicly,  that  which 
ever  before  they  had  been  suffered  to  exercise  private^ 
ly  ;  and  as  their  public  prayers  gave  testifnony  of  their 
faithful  hearts  to  the  king,  so  they  were  tied  to  be  n# 
less  careful  to  manifest  their  duties  to  God,  in  which 
KAev  would  never  be  dissembling  temporizers. 

The  seditious  spirit,  thus  diffused  through  the 
cities  of  the  south,  was  particularlv  provoking  and 
distressing,  at  a  time  when  the  wnole  attention  of 
^veniment  was  required  to  relieve  the  nation  from 
.those  afflicting  calamities,  which  a  series  of  wars  and 
devaf^ations  nad  produced.  Mountjov  soon  de- 
termined to  march  into  Munster  at  the  head  of  the 
royal  anTiy.  At  Waterford  he  found  the  gates  shut 
against  him :  the  citizens  pleaded,  that  by  a  charter 
of  king  John,  they  were  exempt  from  quartering 
foldiers.     Two  ecclesiastics^  in  the  habits  of  their 

order. 


Moryioii,  * 
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order^  and^  with  the  crofig  erected^  presented  them-  SdB?aD* 
selves  before  the  lord  deputy  in  his  camp,  and  in- 
solently declared,  that  the  citizens  of  Waterford 
could  not  in  conscience  obey  any  prince  that  perse^^ 
cuted  the  catholic  faith*.  But  although  he  conde- 
scended to  listen  to  these  ecclesiastics,  and  took  the 
advantage  of  his  theological  studies^  to  detect  their 
false  quotations  from  the  Fathers,  yet  he  treated  the 
citizens  with  the  severity  of  an  offended  governor. 
He  threatened  to  draw  king  James's  sword,  and  cut 
the  charter  of  king  John  to  pieces,  to  level  their  city 
with  the  ground,  and  strew  it  with  salt :  and  his 
menaees  were  effectual.  He  was  immediately  ad- 
mitted; the  inhabitants  at  once  swore  allegiance, 
and  renounced  all  foreign  jurisdiction  ;  and  a  strong 

Srrison  was  stationed  in  their  city^  to  deter  them 
im  any  future  insolences. 

Cash  EL,    Clonmel^    Limerick,   and  other  cities,  Morymiy 
ivhiob  had  declared  for  the  free  and  public  exercise  V.  It    ^ 
of  popery,  w^re  intimidated  by  the  spirit  of  Mount-  P*  ^*^* 
joy,  and  reduced  to  the  same  compliances.     Cork 
h^  been  actually  invested  by  the  southern  forces, 

as 

*  **  Doctor  White,  acoompanied  by  a  young  dominican  friar,  camo 
**  into  the  camp :  but  when  they  foolishly  carried  a  crucifix,  openly 
**  shewing  the  same,  the  soldiers  were  hardly  kept  from  offering  theia 
**  Tiotenoe,  and  when  they  put  up  the  crucifix  in  their  pockets,  yet  could 
**  hardly  endure  the  sieht  of  their  habits,  which  each  wore  according  to 
'*  his  onler,  Doctor  White  wearing  a  blade  gown  and  cornered  cap,  and 
**  the  friar  wearing  a  white  woollen  frock.  White  being  come  into  his 
*'  lordship's  tent,  was  bold  to  maiutaiu  erroneous  and  dangerous  posi* 
**  tions,  for  maintenance  of  that  which  the  citizens  had  done,  in  the  re- 
**  forming  of  religion  without  public  authority,  all  tchich  kis  lordship 
**  did  (as  no  layman  I  think  could  better  do)  mdit  learnedltf  confide, 
**  And  when  White  cited  a  place  of  St.  Austin  for  his  proof,  his  lord* 
^*  ship  having  the  book  in  his  terU^  shewed  all  the  company  that  he  had 
**  falsely  cited  that  father:  for  howsoever  his  very  words  were  found 
**  there,  yet  were  they  set  down  by  way  of  an  assertion,  which  St 
^  Austin  confuted  in  the  discourse  following.  At  this  surprisal  WhitA 
**  was  somewhat  out  of  countenance,  and  the  citizens  ashamed.'* 
MoryaoD,  B.  111.  c  ii.  p.  330. 
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as  a  rebellious  city/;  but  on  the  first  appearance  of 
the  lord  deputy,  the  gates  were  opeaed  to  him 
without  treaty  or  stipu^tion.  A  few  of  the  inferi- 
or  agents  of  rebellion  were  e:i^ecutod  by  martial 
law ;  Mead,  the  recorder  of  the  city,  a  capital  ia- 
cendiarj^,  was  tried,  and  acquitted  by  the  manifest 
partiality  of  his  jury ;  the  rest  were  reminded  of 
their  outrageous  detiance  of  the  laws,  in  thoir 
forcible  establishment  of  the  popish  worship,  in  seiz^ 
ing  the  king's  stores,  attacking  his  forces  and  killing 
his  subjects :  but  as  tbe^  consented  to  redeem  their 
error  by  swearing  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  ab- 
jurinr  all  foreign  dependencies,  they  were  treated 
with  lenity;  and  a  gari-ison  stations,  as  in  other 
t^ities,  to  restrain  their  turbulence. 

Thssb  mutinous  attempts  of  the  Southrems  be- 
inn^  thu»  vigorously  opposed  and  suppressed,  tlie 
state  had  leisure  to  devise  expedients  for  healing  the 
DaTtf.  wounds  of  civil  discord,  and  extinguishing  the  re^ 
mains  oF  disorder  and  animosity.  By  the  suppressimi 
of  rebellion  the  minds  of  men  were  preparod  and 
broken  to  obedience ;  but  it  was  justly  coneeived 
that  jthe  public  peace  could  not  be  completely  set- 
tled, untd  their  jealousies  and  apprehensions  were 
allayed,  by  securing  them  from  the  danger  of  the 
law,  which  most  had  incurred  in  a  time  of  general 
confusion.    Por  this  purpose  an  act  of  state,  called 

an    ACT    OF     OBLIVION    AND    INDEMNITY,     WaS    pub- 

.  lished  by  proclamation  under  the  ^reat  seal.    All 
offences  against  the  crown,  all  particular  trespasses 
between  subjects,  committed  at  any  time  before  the 
king's  accession,  were  pardoned  and  utterly  extin* 
guished,  never  to  be  revived  or  called  in  question ; 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  Irish  yeomaury,  who 
were,  in  former  times,  for  the  most  part  left  under 
the  tyranny  of  their  chieftains,  without  defence  or 
justice  from  the  crown,  were  now  received  into  hi$ 
majesty's  immediate  protection.    This  salutary  or*   , 
MorfMMu  dinance  was  the  last  act  of  Mountjoy's  honorable   | 
administration.    He  was  constituted  lord  lieutenant  i 
'  of 


.^      J 
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of  Ireland,  but  permitted  to  appoint  Sir  George 
Carew  his  deputy^  and  returned  to  England,  attend- 
ed by  the  earl  of  Tirone  and  Roderic  O'Doiinel, 
the  brother  and  rival  of  Nial  Garruff,  whose  inso- 
lence grew  so  offensive,  that  government  v^as  well 
]>leased  to  favor  his  competitor      Both  the  Irish 
chieftains  were  received  by  the  king  with  marks  of 
favor :  Roderic  was,  by  the  good  offices  of  Mount- 
joy,  created  earl  of  Tircoimel;   Tirone  was  con-Morvsoa, 
tinned  in  his  honors  and  possessions;  but  such  wasj^'^^ 
the  aversion  expressed  by  the  populace  against  the^' 
man,  by  whose  rebellion  so  many  of  their  friends 
had  fallen^  that  he  could  not  travel  in  security,  with- 
out a  powerful  escort*. 

FaoM  the  restoration  of  public  peace  the  state 
proceeded  to  the  extension  otlaw^  and  the  establish- 
ment of  public  justice.  During  the  short  admini- 
stration af  Carew,  sheriffs  were  sent  into  the  coun- 
ties of  Tirconndl  and  Tirone,  and  itinerant  jud^res 
visited  the  whole  northern  province;  "  which  visita- 
*'  tion,*'  saith  Sir  John  Davis,  one  of  tbese  judges^ 
^'  though  it  were  somewhat  distasteful  to  the  Irish 
"  lords,  was  most  welcome  to  the  common  people^ 
"  who,  albeit  they  were  rude  and  barbarous,  yeX 
"  did  they  quit:kly  apprehend  the  difference  be- 
"  tween  the  tyranny  and  oppression  under  which 
'•  they  bad  lived  before,  and  the  just  government  and 
"  protection  which  we  promised  unto  them  for  theA.  D. 
•'  time  to  come/'  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  who  sue-  ^^^^ 

Vol  1L  3  G  ceeded 


*  Froin  the  gracious  manner  in  which  Tirone  was  treated,  his  coun- 
trymen and  aHsociates  conceived^  that  th^  king's  ideas  of  their  power 
and  ooiMequ«nce  were  as  exalted  as  their  own,  thatiie  really  dreaded 
them,  and  would  not  hazard  a  reifusal  of  any  request  they  could  make. 
By  their  friends,  now  resident  at  the  t;ourt  of  England,  they  presented 
a  petition  to  the  throne  for  the  free  and  public  toleration  ot  the  Ro- 
ittish  worahrp.  Whatever  were  the  real  principles  of  James,  nothing 
could  have  been  more  indiscreet  and  pjremature  than  this  petition,  h^ 
deieruiiued  him  to  behave- with-  more  reserve  to  the  Irish  lofds,  and'tii 
w  le^s.  lavish  of  his  profwdions  of  grace.     Cox,  e  MSS.  Lamb, 
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ceedecl  fo  Carew,  advanced  the  work  of  reformation 
yet  farther.  The  dangerous  sept  of  O'Bymes,  wha 
had  for  ajifos  harassed  even  the  capital  by  their  in- 
surrections, he  brought  into  due  conformity  to  go- 
vermneiit,  composed  their  mutual  contentions,  and 
Converted  their  territory  into  an  English  county; 
he  estahfi«hed  sessions  of  justice  in  the  province  of 
Coiman'^ht,  and  restored  the  circuit  of  Murister, 
after  a  discontinuance  of  two  hundred  ycara.  The 
oH  Irish  customs  of  Tainstry  and  Gavelkind  were 
Pavis's  abolished  by  judgment  in  the  king's  bench,  and  the 
Reports.  Irish  estates  thereby  made  descendible,  according 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law  of  England.  In 
exchange  for  the  Brehon  jurisdiction,  the  native  Irish 
were  thus  invested  with  all  the  privileges  of  stib- 
jects,  and  admitted  to  all  the  benefits,  of  tne  English 
law.  Inferiors  were  emancipated  from  the  tyrrany 
of  barbarous  chieftahis ;  and  the  whole  body  of  old 
natives  were  taught  to  regard  the  system  of  Eng- 
lish polity  more  favorably,  when  it  was  executed, 
with  general  impartiality,  without  oppression  or 
impunity,  not  like  that  mockery  of  justice,  by  which 
they  had  been  too  often  insulted. 

The  next  necessary  measure  for  the  pacification 
of  the  realm,  was  that  of  ascertaining  tne  rights  of 
individuals,  and  settUug  the  estates  and  possessions 
of  all  its  inhabitants.     In  tire  twelfth  year  of  Eli- 
Daris^g     zabeth  a  law  had  been  made,  enabling  the  lord  de- 
Vicw.      puty  to  accept,  surrender,  and  re-grarrt  estates  to 
the  Irish  yeomanry.    Yet  few  surrendered,  and  these 
few  obtained  grants  of  entire  countries,  without  any 
attention  to  inferior  septs.     These  were  ab«ndon«I 
to  the  tyranny  and  exaction  oF  their  chieftain ;  who 
WHS  the  only  freeholder,  and  the  onl^  tenant  of  the 
crown  thus  constituted,  in  an  extensive  district,  in- 
babiied   by  his  rude  and  slavish  vassals.    Others, 
who  roftised  to  surrender,  yet  contrived  lo  be  ap- 
pointed chieftains  of  their  country,  by  letters  patent; 
and  thus  sanctified  their  barbarous  oppressions  by 
the  royal  authority.     But  to  the  honor  of  ki"g 

James, 


Cm.  6.  JAMES    I.  4.i9 

James^  he  adopted  a  more  liberal  and  equitable 
policy.  A  COMMISSION  OF  GRACE,  as  it  was  call* 
ed,  issued  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  for 
securing  the  subjects  of  Ireland  against  all  claiiop 
of  the  crown.  The  chief  governor  was  em- 
powered to  accept  the  surrenders  of  those  Irish  lords 
who  held  estates  by  their  old  precarious  tenure,  and 
to  re-grant  them  by  a  more  legal  title,  and  on  more 
lasting  security.  Many  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  converting  their  present  tenure  for  life,  to  aa 
estate  in  fee^  which  descended  to  their  childrcq. 
Many  dreaded  the  consequences  of  their  late  trea- 
son^ and  were  impatient  to  receive  their  possessions 
by  a  new  investiture ;  so  that  the  commission  instant- 
ly produced  a  general  surrender  of  lands.  No 
eJiieftainries  were  now  granted  by  patent,  no  pre- 
tended officers  of  justice  were  stationed  in  distant 
countries  to  exercise  an  Irish  seigniory  over  the 
wretched  people ;  and  every  suiTender  was  received 
with  caution  and  deliberation.  A  careful  enquiry 
was  made  of  the  quantity  and  limits  of  the  laud  - 
reputed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  lord  who  tendered 
his  estate  to  the  crown,  of  his  own  immediate  de- 
mesne, of  the  lands  possessed  by  his  tenants  and 
followers  :  and  of  the  Irish  duties  and  customs 
jreceived  from  them,,  which  were  reduced  by  esti* 
niation  to  a  certain  yearly  value.  The  lord,  by 
his  new  patent  was  invested  only  with  the  lands 
found  to  be  in  his  immediate  possession.  His  fol- 
lowers were  confirmed  in  their  tenures,  on  condition 
only  of  paying ^him  the  annual  rent  at  which  his 
duties  were  rated,  in  the  place  of  all  uncertain  Irish 
exactions,  Building,  planting,  cultivation,  and  civi- 
lity, were  consequences  obvious  to  be  expected  from 
such  regulations.  And  the  tmding  towns  and  cor- 
porations through  the  kingdom  soon  followed  the 
example  of  these  lords;  they  surrendered  their  old, CaFte, 
and  accepted  n^w  charters,  with  such  regulations  Orni.B.fc 
and  privileges,  as  tended  to  keep  them  in  subjection?*  ^^ 
to  the  crowo^  and  advance  the  interests  of  peace  and 
commerce* 

.  But 
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But  the  progress  of  these  schemes  of  reforma- 
tion, as  well  as  their  effects,  were  unhapily  inter- 
rupted and  retarded,  by  the  virulence  of  religious . 
facUon.     It  was  not  without  some  reason,  that  the 
numerous  bcdy  of  catholics  in  Ireland  presumed  on 
the  favor  of  the  new  kin«^,  and   his  partiality   to 
their  communion.    They  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties, by  those  emissaries  of  Romi;  who  were  conti- 
nually pouring  into  their  country,  to  be  informed  of 
his  transactions'  with  the  pontiff,  vhilc  king  of  Scots, 
and  of  the  expectations  conceived  of  his  conversion. 
The  sentiments  which  he  expressed  with  respect  to 
KJames's popery,  to  his  first  parliament,  were  but  a  repetiti- 
ipoech  to  on  of  those  opinions  w  hich  he  had  avowed  on  other 
P^'**-     occasions;  and  every  expression  of  tenderness  to 
^^^      what  he  called  the  mother-church,  and  eveiy  rumour 
of  his  secret  intentions,  were  industriously  propa- 
gated and  magnified  to  a  credulous  people,  removed 
at  a   great   distance  from  authentic   information. 
Popish  ecclesiastics  practised  with  their  votaries  in 
several  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  without  any  de- 
Cox,  Volcent  caution  or  restraint.      They  denounced    the 
Il.p.10.  vengeance  of  their  spiritual  authority  on  all  those 
who  should  attend  on  the  established  worship,  or 
dissemble  the    religious    principles  in  which  they 
had  been  educated.     Abbeys  and  monasteries  were 
repaired,   churches  refitted   and   furnished  for  the 
Romish  rites,  which  were  again  publicly  celebrated 
in  several  parts  of  the  realm.     The  popii^iih  clergy 
proceeded  yet  further,  and,  with  an  insolence  which 
no  religious  principles  could  excuse,  presumed  to  ar- 
raign the  civd  administration,  to  review  <rauscs  de- 
termined in  the  king's  courts,  and   to  enjoin   the 
people,  as  they  tendered  their  salvation,  to  obey 
their  decisions,  not  those  of  the  law, 
KJamwi     UuT  whate>er  tenderness  of  indulgence  James 
JP^^  *°  expressed  for  the  religious  tenets  of  Ronie,  he  had  a 
i^^"      sincere  abhorence  of  those  who  taujiht  the  supi-ensc 
authority  of  the  pope,  and   wliat  he  called,  "  an 
"  imperial  civil  power  over   kings  and  emperors, 

"  to 
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*'  to  dethrone  and  decrown  tht^mathis  pleasure/' 
and  to  sanctify  the  foulest  acts  of  treason  and  re- 
bellion; aod  whatever  were  his  private  dispositions^ 
he  was  obliged  to  keep  some  terms  with  the  puri; 
tans:  who  whispered  their  suspicions  of  his  bein^i- 
popishly  inclined.  As  he  had  therefore  publisheS 
a  proclamation  in  England,  commanding  all  Jestfifs 
and  other  priests,  having  orders  from  any  foreign  ^o^'V.II* 
power  to  depart  from  the  kingdom,  so,  by  a  likeP'^^ 
proclamation^  were  the  popish  clergy  of  Ireland 
commanded  to  depart  within  a  limited  time,  unless 
they  consented  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
This  ordinance  was  intendejil  to  be  executed  with 
equal  lenity  in  both  kingdoms ;  but  in  Ireland,  in- 
stead of  terrifying  the  delinquents,  it  enraged  them. 
They  who  exercised  the  most  tyrannical  dominion 
over  the  consciences  of  men,  represented  it  as  an 
horrid  instance  of  implacable  persecution.  TheA.  D.  . 
chief  governor  and  council  were  witnesses  of  the  ^^^• 
daring  spirit  of  these  recusants,  aud  deemed  it  their 
peculiar  duty  to  guard  against  their  outrages;  they 
determined  to  revive  those  statutes  which  were  in-Chiches. 
suited  with  such  confidence,  and  began  by  enjoining^'**  *^*** 
the  magistrates  and  chief  citizens  of  Dublin  to  re-  ijc  t?' 
pair  to  the  established  churches.  Repeated  admoni-col.i)3l 
tions  and  conferences  served  but  to  render  them 
more  obstinate.  They  were  fined  and  committed 
to  prison ;  when  in  an  instant,  all  the  old  English 
families  of  the  Pale  took  the  alarm,  and  boldly  re- 
monstrated against  the  severity  of  these  proceedin"-s. 
They  denied  the  legality  of  the  sentence,  by  whu-h 
these  severities  were  inflicted ;  and  urged,  that  by 
the  act  of  the  second  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the 
crime  of  recusancy  had  its  punishment  ascertained ; 
and  that  any  extension  of  th^  penalty  enacted  by  this 
statute  was  illegal  and  unconstitutional.  Their 
remonstrance,  and  petition  for  the  free  exercise  of 
religion,  was  presented  to  the  council,  by  an  un- 
usual concourse,  on  the  very  day  when  intelli<^enee 
^as  received  of  the  gun-powder  conspiracy,  a  cir- 
cumstance 
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eusnstance  which  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  king'a 
ininisters  and  made  them  suspect  soine  couccrt  be- 
tween the  conspirators  of  En^laad  and  the  popish 
'  party  oi  Ireland.    The  chief  petitioners  were  con* 
Aned  in  the  castle  of  Dublin^  and  Sir  Patrick  Barn- 
Mrall,  their  great  agent,  was,  by  the  king's  comnmnd^ 
Bent  in  custody  into  England. 
CtaO^B-      In  the  miast  of  these  contests  a  contemptible 
j^^^^  popish  ecclesiastic,  called  Lalor,  wa^  seised  in  conse- 
]^g  >P^Q^quence  of  the  royal  proclamation  ;  a  circumstance 
Col.  Dub.  which  served  to  encrease  the  general  clamor  and 
A.  D.      discontent  of  his  party.      He  nad  exercised   the 
*^^«      office  of  vicar  general,  in  seveial  dioceses  of  Lein* 
ster  by  virtue  of  a  cornmission  from  Rome.     Bui 
fear  so  wrought  upon  this  wretched  idol  of  the  pop* 
ish  party^  that  he  made  a  formal  declaration,  con* 
Daro's     firmed  by  oath,  of  the  unlawfulness  of  his  office. 
«TOof**  renouncing  all  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  ackuowledg^ 
premu*    i"^  the  king's  supremacy,  in  the  amplest  manner, 
nire.        His  party  was  scandalized  at  these  concessions;  and 
to  these  he  privately  denied  tJhem.     This  was  de*' 
texied  by  government ;  and  he  defended  it  by  the 
meanest  equivocation.     He  confessed  to  have  told 
his  friends  that  he  had    never   acknowleged  the 
king's  supremacy  in  spiritual  causes,  and  it  was 
true ;  for  the  word  in  his  confession  was  ecclesiastical 
He  was  brought  to  trial3  on  the  statute  ofpremunire 
of  the  sixteenth  of  Richard  the  second^  to  convince 
the  Irish  that  the  late  declarations  of  ttie  royal  su* 
premacy  were  but  an  assertion  of  the  ancient  con* 
ititutional  rights  of  the  crown.    But  though  con* 
demned  yet  no  sentence  appean^  to  have  been  exe* 
cuted.    James's  counsellors  recommended  to  the 
lord  deputy  to  reclaim  recusants  by  the  gentle  me<- 
thods  of  instruction   and   exhortauon,      And  the 
s^eal  of  Sir  Arthur  Clpchester  ended  where  it  should 
have  begun,  with  an  attempt  to  reform  the  estab* 
Chiches*  Ijshed  clei^y,  to  enforce  a  particular  attention  to 
Uu  MS  ^^^^  ^^^y*  ^^^  ^  procure  a  trfmslation  o(  tJi^  scrip* 
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tures  Mid  common  pr^er  into  tlie  IriBlr  hn^nai^.* 
for  the  infraction  of  tt^  i^iK^ant  natireci. 

The  t€HiMertce  with  wkich  the  recusants  otf  tte 
Pale  had  demamied  the  toleration  c€  their  reKj^ioii,. 
the  assiduity,  the  apparent  inTetferftey  and  inMltnee 
of  their  party,  together  with  a  serious  reftectioii  on 
the  influence  of  popish  emissaries^  and  the  diacvdecs 
they  had  fomented  in  (he  late  reign,  tended  natOf' 
rally  to  keep  the  government  in  a  state  of  perpetual 
alarm  and  suspicion ;  and  gave  weight  to  every  ru-Cox,  et 
mor    of  insurrection    and   conspiracy.    A  letter,MS.LMnat 
dropt  in  the  privy-council  chamber^    intimated  a     . 
traitorous  scheme  of  rebetKon  formed,  by  the  earb 
of  Tirone  and  Tirccmnel,  and  other  Irish  lords  and 
gentlemen  of  the  North ;  that  they  had  solicited 
assistance  from  Spain  and  Brussels,  and  intended  to 
be^rn  the  war  with  surprizing  the  castle  of  Doblin, 
and  assassinating  the  lord  deputy  and  counciL    It 
seems  extraordinry  that  the  Northerns^  who  werer 
still  smarting*  with  the  chastisement  they  had  re- 
ceived in  the  late  rebellion,  whose  consequence  and 
influence  were  considerabty  diminished,  aad  who 
were  very    lately  reconciled  to  governnieitt>   and 
invested  with  their  honors  and  estates,  shookl  pre^ 
cipitately  involve  themselves  in  the  peril  of  a  new 
rebellion.     And  yet  it  is  certain,  that  on  the  very 
first  alarm  of  government  Tirone  and  Tirconiiel 
fled   to  the  continent,  and  abandoned  their  vastffollitx 
possesiiona    to  the  disposal   of   the  crown.     The 
writers  of  the  Romish  party  have  asserted,    but 
without  any  proof  or  circumstance  of  crediWlify, 
that  they  bad  been  seduced  into  some  private  con* 
ferenees,  by  one  of  the  family  of  Saint  Laurence, 
and  afterwards  betrayed  by  him  to  the  lord  deputy*. 

*  The  aooonnt  of  this  extraordinary  flight  ofTiroae,  which  seexos  ta. 
have  prevailed  at  this  time  la  England,  we  find  in  a  tract  written  by 
Carleton,  bishop  of  Chichester,  entitled  a  Thankful  Remembrance  of 
Go^s  Mercies,  &c.  The  author  tell  us,  on  the  authority  of  the  then 
bishop  of  Meath,  that  MottDtgomery,  prelate  of  Armagh,  had  a  contest 

with. 
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Snt  had  any  art  or  treachery  been  used  to  render 
them  obnoxious  to  the  law^  they  had  the  fullest  op- 
portunity  of  ejiplaining  the  de^  scheme^  and  leav* 
in^  some  memorials  in  vindication  of  their  conduct, 
either  in  Spain  or  Rome,  where  they  were  enter- 
tained and  protected.  Rut  as  no  such  memorials 
have  appeared,  they  seem  to  have  acquiesced  in  the 
charge  of  conspiring  against  the  English  govern- 
irient;  and  to  have  recommended  themselves  to 
those  of  their  own  communion,  as  men  who  had 
'  sacrificed  their  honors  and  possessions  to  the  free- 

dom of  their  country  and  the  interests  of  religion. 
Nothing    could    be    more    favorable    to    that 

Eassion  which  James  indul^^ed  for  reforming  Ireland, 
y  the  introduction  of  English  law  and  civility,  than 
the  temerity  of  these  Northerns,  and  their  precipi- 
tate flight.  The  greatest  and  most  valuable  part  of 
Ulster  was  thus  abandoned  to  his  disposal,  and 
opened  a  fair  field  for  the  exercise  of  that  policy  in 
which  he  affected  to  excel.  To  tak^  the  speediest 
advantage  of  this  incident,  judges  were  instantly  dis- 
patched into  the  counties  of  Tirone  and  Tirconnel ; 
Cox,  ex  some  of  the  conspirators,  who  had  been  seized^  were 
llS.Lam.^i^^j^  condemned^  and  executed  ;  and  the  two  carls, 

with 

with  Tirone  for  knds  usurped  from  his  see.  O^Cahan,  an  Insihman» 
end  creature  of  Tt rone, was  well  acquainted  with  these  lands,  and  the  ' 
person  best  qualified  to  discover  them  to  the  primate,  and  establish 
his  ri^ht.  For  this  purpose  he  freely  offered  his  services,  ajid  solemnly 
bound  himself  to  support  the  archbishop  iu  his  claim.  Mountgomery 
was  thus  encouragea  to  commence  his  ^uit.  Tirone  vj^as  summoned  to 
■pnpear before  the  privy  council  to  answer  his  plaint  He  heard  of 
0*Cahan's  secret  conferences  with  the  primate.  Conscious  of  bis  own 
timitorons  machinations,  to  which  Uiis  Irishmen  was  privy,  lie  at  ones 
conoioded  that  all  his  designs  had  been  betrayed,  and  that  the  suit  was 
nothing  more  than  a  pretence  to  get  him  into  the  power  of  govemntent 
His  accomplices  were  readily  possessed  with  the  same  fears :  and  thus, 
by  a  precipitate  flifht,  they  discovered  that  trcasoUi  which  their  creatun^ 
O'vanan,  bad  really  kept  concealed. 
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.with  other  fiintives  of  inferior  note,  were  attunted 
•by  process  ofoutlawry,  according  to  the  course  o£ 
common  law.  To  guard  agatast  the  clamors  of  pop- 
ish agents,  who  were  ready  to  complain  that  these 
lords  had  been  treated  with  severity  on  account  of 
-their  conscientious  profession  of  the  Romish  faith^  a* 
foyal  proclamation  \sf»s  issued,  in  wtiich  the  kins:  de-  A.  D. 
V01..IL  5H  clared/»<^^ 

^  This  Proclamation  is  extant   among    the  MSS.  of  the  Lam- 
'   jbeth  library^  M.  No,  <li7.  p.  96.  from  whence  it  is  befo  copied. 

By  the  KINO. 

A  Pvodamation,  tonching  the  Earles  of  Tirone  and  Tirconncf .  "^ 

.  Seeing  it  is  common  and  natural  in  all  persons  of  what  condition  soever, 
to  speak  and  judp  variably  of  all  new  and  sudden  accidents ;  and  that  the 
flight  of  the  Earles  of  Tirone  and  Tirconmel,  with  some  others  of  their 
fellowes  out  of  the  north  parts  of  o\jir  realme  of  Ireland,  may  haply  prove 
,a  sulject  of  like  di^^joourse:  \ye  have  thought  it  not  amisii  to  dehver  some 
Jiuch  matter  in  publique,  as  mav  better  cleare  mens  judgements  ooncer* 
niog  the  same;  not  in  respect  pf  any  worth  or  value  in  these  mens  per»> 
sons,  being  base  and  rude  in  their  originaU,  but  tp  take  away  all  such 
inconveniences  as  may  blemish  the  repujtation  of  that  friendship,  which 
puffht  to  be  mutually  observed  betweene  us  and  other  princes.  For 
although  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  report  of  their  titles  and  dignities, 
may  draw  from  princes  and  states  some  such  courtesies  at  their  first  coming 
abroad,  as  ^n  incident  to  men  of  extraordinary  rancke  and  qualitie :  yet, 
when  wee  have  taken  the  best  meanes  wee  can  to  lay  them  open  in  everv 
pondition,  wee  shall  then  expect  from  our  friends  and  neighbours  all  such 
just  and  noble  proceedings  as  stand  with  the  rules  of  honor  and  friendship, 
and  from  pur  subjects,  at  home  and  abroad,  thA  duety  and  obedience 
(in  their  carnage  toward  them)  which  they  owe  to  us  by  inseperable 
bonds  and  obl^a^ioqs  of  nature  and  loyaltie,  whereof  wee  intend  to 
take  streight  acoompt.  For  which  purpose,  wee  do  hereby  fipst  declare, 
|hat  these  persons  atwvementioned  had  not  their  creations  or  possessions 
in  regai'd  of  any  lineall  or  lawful!  descent  (loni  ancestors  of  blood  or 
vertue;  but  were  onely  preferred  by  the  late  queene  our  sister  of  fauious 
memory,  and  by  our  selves,  for  some  reasons  of  state  before  others,  who 
for  their  qualitie  and  birth  (in  those  provinces  where  they  dwell)  miglit 
better  have  challenged  those  honours  which  were  conferred  upon  them. 
Secondly  V  wee  doe  profess,  that  it^s  both  knowen  to  us  and  our  couuscU 
here,  and  to  our  deputie  and  state  there,  and  so  shall  it  appoare  to  the 
Vforld  (  as  cleiire  as  the  suone)  by  evident  proofes,  that  the  onely  ground 

•i^d 
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fdsured,  that  they  tiad  not  Ibe  least  tbadow  of  moles- 
iation,  that  there  was  uo  p^ir^Be  of  proceeding 
against  them  in  matters  of  reiigion ;  Ibat  their  man- 

«ers 

And  .mQtive  of  y)is^ighcopt(eiP{^  iaibfveowoiiiflpM^^ 

Decause  Wee  beare  that  they  doe  sc^ke'to  tkVe  away  the  Iblot^od  intainie, 
hy  divulging  that  they  have  withdraweii  themselves  for  mAtterofretigioii 
(a  cloake  that  serves  too  much  in  these  dayes  to  cover  many  eritl  inten* 
tionsO  adding  also  thereunto,  some  other  iaioe  pnstoxts  of  receiving 
injustice,  vrhen  their  rights  and  claimsiiaYe  com«  la  (j'uestion  hetw«ene 
them  and  us,  or  any  of  our  subjects  and  them,  wee  thmkitnot  iroperti* 
nent  to  say  somewhat  thereof 

^  .  And  thertifore,  a1thon|;h  'Wf?}^^^  '4  P^MV  1^  Jfi|^  ^  >)*Fy  ■«'- 

guments  to  confirm  whatsoever  shall  oe  said  of  these  men  soomipcioD  and 
lalshood,  (whose  hainous  otteoces  remaine  so  fresh  in  memprie,  eipoB 
they  declared  themselves  so  very  monsterM  in  liature,  as  tjhey  did  not  only 
'withdraw  themselves  from  their  persbnall  obedience  to  tjbeir  spveraign^ 
but  were  content  to  sell  over  their  native  countrey,  to  tboM  that  stood  at 
that  time  in  the  highest  teriiis  of  hosuhtie  wit^  the  two  crowne^  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland)  yet,  to  makefile  absurditie  and  in^rathude  pF  the 
allegations  abovementioned,  so  inuch^  the  morerfeare  to  all  luea  of  equail 
judgment,  wee  doe  hereby  profease  in  the  wprjie  of  a  ^t\ge^  tbat  there 
pever  was  60  much  as  aAy  sbadoWe  of  mol^tation,  nor  purpose  of 
prot^eeding  in  any  degree  against  them  for  matter  concerning  religion. 
($uch  beih^  their  oondition  and  profession,  to  thinke  murder  no  fault, 
marriage  of  no  use,  nor  any  man  worthy  to  be  ei>teemed  valiant  that  did 
not  gbrie  in  rapipe  and  oppression  ;  a^t  we  should  have  tliougbt  it  an 
unreasonable  thin^  to  trouole  them  forany  di|tj^ren(  pomt  in  religion, 
before  any  man  coujd  perceive  by  their  conversation,  that  they  inade 
truely  conscience  of  any  religion.  So  do  wee  also  for  the  sei'ona  part 
of  their  excuse  affirnie,  th(it  (not>vithstandin^  all  that  thf>y  can  claiitie, 
must  be  acknowledged  to  proceed  from  meere  grace  upon  thdr  submiskion 
after  their  great  and  unnatural}  treasons)  there  ha^  neyer  come  anjr 
Question  concerning  their  rights  of  possesaonSv'^wherein^^  h2|ye  not 
bene  more  inclinable  to  doe  them  (avour  then  "to  any  of  their  cbmpeti- 
tours,  except  in  those  cases  wherein  wee  hav.e  plainly  discerned  that 
their  onely  6nd  was  to  have'macle  themselves liy  d^reeti  more  fble  tliaa 
now  they  are,' to  re«ist  airiawfull  aiithori\ie  (when  they  should  return^ 
to  their  vomit  againe)  by  usurbinf  a'  power  ov^f  other  good  subject^  of 
ours,  that  dwell  among  tliem,  better  boine  then  t|)ey,  Wid  uttcily 
^scUIihing  from  any  dependancie'iipdn  them.' 

-    Ilavinj 
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ners^ we¥c  *>  l>8irlW(rtHis  Arttf  tfncMsfiAn,  ifefo  make 
il  lAir^flf^niMb  to  troubltft^A^M  abtou^  rfiiy  modes  of 
hWti  flMM  vrofsfi%  u'Mil  it  ebUtd  tye'^rceived  thalfc 
tfcey  htfd  rfny  r*lig:irKi  aft  alt;  that  they  had  ^rred 
irpf  scUftibn  aWil  JiVtestiAe  rebeWidh,  by  thefr  a^^dtd 
hard  afif^fed  to  fcrelgfri  povrers  for  asrfistiance,  and 
imdet  pretence  of  shakni^  off  the  yoke  of  Eng^tish' 
goV^ritt'rtent,  lA^dit^t^d  nothing  l^ss  than  the  extir- 

Ektiohr  of  all  the  kitfg's  itobje^Jt^  iii  Ireland  of  the  oltf 
fti**sh  raice. 

Raving  ihbw  deKvifffed'thtis  miich'c6nc^rniag*tli(S0  mens  estates  oifd 
tkirpporaedtng)!,  wee  will  onely  eadwitb.  thu*  conclomooy  tbatthej^ 
ihal  not  be  able  to  denie,  whensoever  they  should  dare  to  preaeat . 
themselves  Ix^fore  the  aeate  of  justice,  that' they  have  (before  the  rua<* 
ning  out  oT  our  kiugdbm)  not  onely*  entered  into  comUoadoa  for  stir- 
Hag  (ieditioiiaadiiJie:»tiae  rebellion,  butbttve  directed  diwrBinstrumMti; 
as  well  priestes  as  others,  to.  make  (^ffefs  to  foreine  states  and  prinpes  (if 
they  had  ^jeiie  as  ready  to  receive  them)  of  their  readinesse  and  resolu- 
sioD  to  adh«re'  to  them  whensoever'  they  should  seeke  to  invade 
that  Unedome.  Wherein,  amongftt  other  things,  this  is  not  to  be  fbr^ 
9ottea»  £at  under  the  conditioa  of  being  made  free  from  English  govern- 
meat,  they  resolved  also  to  comprehend  the  utter  eztirpadoa  of  all  thosa^ 
subjects  that  are  nowe  remayning  alive  within  that  kingdome,  formerly 
descended  from  th^  En^i»h  race.'  In  which  practices  and  propositiocis^ 
followed  and  fomented  by  priaites  and  J«8aite»'(of  whose' fonction  in 
these  times  the  practise  and  perswasion  of  sul^ects  to  rebell  against  their 
soveraigoes,  is  one  special  and  essential  part  apd  portion)  as  they  have 
found  no  such  iucourageir.ent  as  they  expected  and  have  boasted  of;  so 
wee  doe  assure  ourselves,  that  when  this  deciarution  shall  bee  seene  and 
duely  weighed  with'sll'due'circmiistaneeB,  it  wiH  bee  of  tone  sullicieiit 
to  dispene  otid  to  discredit  all -such  untrueths,  as  these  conteniptlbhy* 
creatures,  so  full  of  ititidefity  and  ingratitude,  shall  disgorge^agaiiist  us,* 
and  our  jiist  and  moderate proce^iiig,  and  shall  procure  unto  them  no' 
better  usage  than  they  woald'wish  shookL'be  afibrdedte  anysiieb  pa6ke' 
ofreb^  borne  their  8a4])tct»,>aiid4xNmd*uilto  them  in  lomaiijFfliiidao* 
peat  obligations. 

Given  ait  dnr  palace  ofWcsfmmsfeK  the  fifteenth  day  ofAfccm&r 
in  the  fifth  yeeieof  our  reignVof  Grtet  Brilsia,  FranqiL  •O^ 

Iffebnd; 
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498^  HlSfORY  OP  iREl^iAKD.  B>IV. 

But  whatever  advantages  were  expected  firom. 
these  treasonable  atteinpts  of  the  Northerns^  the 
projects  of  the  king  and  his  mkiisters  were  for  some 
time  suspended  bv  a  real  and  effectual  insurrection. 
Cox,  ex  though  not  of  the  greatest  moment.  Sir  Cahir 
MS.  O'Dogherty  (for  he  had  received  the  honor  of 
knighthood)  proprietor  of  tnnishowen  and  Ibe  ad- 
jacent district,  in  the  pride  of  youth,  and  the  bar« 
barous  prepossessions  of  an  Irish  chieftain^  deter- 
mined to  assert  his  independency,  and  bid  defiance 
to  English  government.  Sir  Henry  Dowckra,  who, 
in  the  late  reign,  had  been  employed  to  plant  a 
powerful  English  garrison  at  Loughfoyle,  assigned 
the  government  of  Derry  to  Sir  George  Paulet,  and 
committed  the  neighbouring  fort  of  Culmore  to 
Hart,  a  valiant  English  officer.  O'Dogberty  pre^ 
tended  to  live  in  amity  with  Hart;  but  watching 
his  opportunity,  invited  him  to  his  house,  and 
there  threatened  him  with  immediate  death,  if  Cul- 
more were  not  instantly  resigned.  The  English  of- 
ficer disdainfully  refrised  to  betray  his  .trust,  although 
a  number  of  ruffians  burst  4nto  the  chamber,  and 
held  their  weapons  at  his  throat.  The  wives  of 
Hart  and  0'I>ogherty  entered  opportunely  to  pre- 
vent their  barbarous  execution ;  but  the  Irish  chief- 
tain so  wrought  on  the  terrors  of  his  female  guest, 
that,  while  her  husband  was  detained  a  prisoner, 
the  unhappy  woman  consented  to  attend  him  to 
A.  D.  Culmore,  and  by  a  fictitious  tale  gained  admittance 
160S.  into  the  fort  for  him  and  his  ruffians.  Her  own 
life  and  that  of  her  husband  were  indeed  spared; 
but  her  brother  and  the  whole  garrison,  were  in- 
atantly  massacred  by  the  Irish.  Their  chieftain,  in 
his  brutal  triumph,  proceeded  to  attack  the  town 
and  fort,  of  Derry;  they  were  taken  with  little  re- 
sistance, and  the  garrison  put  to  the  sword,  together 
with  the  commanoer,  Paulet,  who  was  said  to  have 
particularly  provoked  the  vengeance  of  O'Dogber- 
ty, by  striking  him  on  some  occasion  of  dispute. 
The  town  was  thus  abandoned  to  the  rapine  of  the 
Irish,  who,  when  they  had  plundered  it  of  every 

thing 
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thing  valuable,  bunit  it  to  the  ground^  and  hastetled* 
to  attack  some  other  English  stations.  The  insUr* 
rection  thus  grew  more  considerable ;  but  though, 
the  vanity  of  the  Irish  leader  inspired  him  with  vast 
expectations  of  assistance,  both  fropi  his  country-* 
men  and  from  foreign  powers,  yet  the  terror  of  a 
vigilant  government  effectually  awed  the  disaffected. 
Yringfield,'  marshal  of  the  army,  was  detached 
against  the  rebels  with  a  considerable  body.  At  his 
approach,  their  garrison  set  fire  to  Culmore  and  re- 
tired; but  O'Do^herty  still  continued  the  war,  inStdUraa. 
the  manner  of  his  countrymen,  appearing  sudden- 
ly, harassing  the  enemy,  and  retirmg.  Elated  with 
some  pj^tty  advantages,  he  even  ventured  to  issue 
from  his  woods,  and  maKe  head  against  the  lord 
deputy,  who  had  marched  to  the  assistance  of  Wing- 
field  ;  but  an  accidental  shot  put  an  end,  at  once 
to  his  life  and  the  insurrection  he  had  raised  and 
maintained  for  five  months.  His  follower  dispers- 
ed to  their  several  retreats ;  and  some  of  them  who 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  royalists^  were  executed 
with  a  necesisary  severity. 

These  repeated  efforts  of   the   native  Irish   to 
harass  and  distress  that  government  which  they 
could  have  no  rational  expectations  of  subduing, 
only  served  to  confirm  their  subjection.     By  their 
conspiracies  and  rebellions  a  vast  tract  of  land  es*. 
cheated  to  the  crown,  in  six  northern  counties,  Tir- 
connel,  now  called  Donnegal,  Tirone,  Derry,  Fer- 
managh, Cavan,  and  Armagh,  amounting  to  about 
five  hundred  thousand  acres;  a  tract  of  countrv  co-> 
vered  with  woods^  where  robbers  and  rebels  found 
a  secure  shelter,  desolated  by  war  and  famine,  and 
destined  to  lie  waste,  without  the  deliberate  and  vi-. 
gorous  interposition  of  English  government.  James^ 
who  affect.ed  to  derive  his  glory  from   the  arts  of 
peace,  resolved  to  dispose  of  these  lands  in  such 
manner,  as  might  introduce  all  the  happy  conse*. 
quences  of  peace  and  cuhivation.     The  experience* 
of  age  bears  .the  iioat  honorable  testimony  to  tlie^ 

design : 
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dmiffk:  tnd  Irehmd  muM  graleAiUy  lidmAiriedge 
tlmuieiie^ere  tke  irst  footi&lioiM  fatM  o#  Us  affiu* 
0i€8  add  seeuriij. 

Jam »  w«»  na  8tranf|p^r  to  thd  e#foii»  and  mis- 
carriages of  the  j^lantaf  lOB  formed  io  Mumler,  by 
Ms  prMeeassor ;  and  bad^  a  just  eoneep<ion  «f  (be 
JRiportafiee  of  his  pre^eot.  scheme.    He  proceeded 
If  ith  deliberation ;  he  eu^uired^  consulted^  and  en- 
oourasfed  men  of  ex|>erienoe  aiid  abitities  to  pro- 
pose^ tneiv  phMB.    The  thoug^bfe  06  tord  Baoon  on 
this  stthgect  had  been  aidre  precise  atiid  aocitfate^  if 
bis  gefeat  genins  had  been  assisted  hy  a  competent 
l^p\     kno^fedge  of  the  staid  of  Ireland.     Bat  the  man 
Orm.p.    ^hese  douaselswereof  greatest  service  on'  this  in- 
l^         teresting  occasion,  was  Sir  Arthur  Chichester^  aow 
lord  deputy  of  this  reaim.    He  had  capacity,  juds'^ 
meiM^  nrmness,  and  cx^rience,  and  was  adready 
distinguished  by  his  services^both  io  war  and' peace. 
Whaft  Wtos  of  greatest  oonseqwenee,  ilb-  roan  wks  bet- 
ter acquaints  with  the* territories  to  be  plants,  the 
slate  of  the  inhabitants,  their  charActerB,  expecGaCi- 
ons,  and  pretensions;  so  that*  none  conld  be  better 
qualified  to  propose  a  scheme  for  the  plantation^  or 
to  direct  the  execution  of  it.     He  caused  surveys 
to  be  taken  of  the  several  counties  wjiere  the  dew 
settfoments  were  to  be  established,  described  parti- 
cularly the  state  of  each,  pointed  oat  the  situations 
piioperfor  the*  erection  of  towns  and  casties,  deli- 
neated the  characters  of  the  Iristi  chieftains,   the 
manner  in  which  they  should  be  treated,  the  temper 
and  circumstances  of  the  old  inhabitants^  the  rights 
of  new  punchasere,  and  the  claims  of  both^  the  im» 
pe^knents  which  bad  obstructed  former  plantations^ 
and  the  metiiods  of  removing  them. 
jm.  At  his.  instances  it  was  resolved,  that  the  persons 

tl^whom  Iimds  were  assigned,  should*  be'  eitbek*  new 
undtBTtakers  from  Great  Britain,  and  es^teially  from 
Soodaad,  where  it  was  supposed,  that  the  inhabi- 
Hurts  might  be-  readily  temptcfd  to  removei  by  a 
nikMt  aad  easy  passag)e».  into  a  0»untry  mofb  fictile 

than 
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tiiaa  (Mr  own ;  or  servvtoes^  m  (hcjr  were  caHed^ 
that  is^  men  vHio  liad  for  some  timm  ^Muv^d  in  Ire*- 
land,  either  in  mUitary  or  4tivil  offices ;  f»  old  Ir^h 
diieftmiiis  and  inhabkante.     In  the  last  sort  vure  ior 
eluded  even  those  irish  who  hfui  encased  ki  the  rer 
beUioHof  Tirone^  and  still  harboured  tib^  secret 
diflcooteats.    To  gain  ihein,  if  possible,  by  fevor 
and  i^nltyi  ^^J  y9G$e  traatec)  Mrkn  particular  induU 
f^enee.    Their  under-tenants  ai)d  servants  were  al* 
lowed  tp4>e  of  their  own  country  and  religion ;  imd 
while  ail  the  other  planter^  «vere  oblig^  im  take  ^ 
the  oath  of  suprempoy^  they  were  tacitly  exempted.  Orders  t» 
The  eervitors  were  allowed  to  ta^e  their  tenants  ^i^flf^"^ 
ther  from  Ireland  or  Britain,  so  that  no  reeusants  Hami*« 
were  admitted ;  the  British  undertakers  were  con^  Hiberoi* 
fined  to  ent^rtaiivBnglish  and  Scottish  only.  ca. 

In  the  plantatioap  of  Elisabeth,  Irish  i^nd  Eng^^ 
lish  had  been  mixed  to^^ether^  from  tf,  fond  imagir 
nation  that  the  one  would  have  learned  civiiily  and 
industry  from  the  other.  But  experience  had  now 
discovered^  that  by  thi»  intercourse  the  Iri^ih  learnr 
ed  only  to  ^nvy  the  superior  comforts  of  their  En^>» 
lish  neighbours,  and  to  take  the  advantage  of  a  free 
access  to  their  houses,  to  steal  their  ^oods,  and  pio): 
against  their  lives.  Itwas^  therefore,  now  deemed  Carf*. 
necessary  to  plant  them  in  separate  quarters ;  and  inQr% 
the  choice  ot  thesie  situations,  the  errors  of  former 
times  were  carefully  corrected.  The  ori^nal  Enjy- 
lish  adventurers,  on  their  first  settlement  in  Ireland, 
^ere  captivat^  by  the  fair  appearance  of  the  plain 
and  open  districts.  Here  they  erected  their  eastles 
and  habitations ;  and  forced  the  old  natives  into 
the  woods  and  mountains,  their  natural  fortresses  t, 
thither  they  drove  their  preys,  there  they  kept 
themselves  unknown,  living  by  the  milk  of  their 
kine^  without  husbandry  or  tillage ;  theise  they  euv 
creased  to  infinite  numbers  by  pramiseuous  genera^ 
^ioa;  and  there  they  held  their  assemblies,  and 
formed  their  cpnspiracies  without  discovery.  Bui 
lio^.^  the  nortkera  Irisl)  were  destine^  to  the  most 

opfcn 
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opai  and  aocMsible  parts  of  their  «ouQtry>  where 
they  might  lie  under  the  constant  inspection  of  their 
neighbours,  and  be  gradually  haUtuated  to  agricul* 
ture  and  the  mechanic  arts.    To  the  Britidi  sdven- 
lurers  were  assigned  places  of  the  greatest  strength 
and  command ;  to  tne  servitors,  stations  of  most 
danger,  and  greatest  advantage  to  the  service  of  the 
crown :  but  as  this  appeared  a  peculiar  hardship, 
Ihey  were  allowed  guards  and  entertainment,  until 
thecountry  should  be  quietly  and  completely  planted. 
Irbland  had  for  ages  SKperienced  the  inconve^ 
'    nience  of  enormous  ^nts  to  particular  lords,  atr 
'   tended  with  such  privileges  as  oostructed  the  admi- 
nistration of  civil  government:  and  even  in  the  late 
reign,  favorite  undertakers  had  been  gratified  with 
such  portions  of  land,  as  they  were  oy  no  means 
'•^f^^able  to  plant     But,   by  the  present  scheme,  the 
^^^JlJ^^JJ^Iands  to  be  planted  were  divided  in  three  different 
IttKk  in    proportions  ;  the  greatest  to  consist  of  two  thousand 
tllster.     English  acres,  the  least  of  one  thousand,  and  the 
S?™J^  middle  of  fifteen  hundired.     One  half  of  the  es- 
^  cheated  lauds,  in  each  county,  was  assigned  to  the 

smallest,  the  other  moiety  divided  between  the  other 
proportions:  and  the  general  distributions  being 
thus  ascertained,  to  prevent  all  disputes  between  the 
undertakers,  their  settlements  in  the  respective  dis- 
tricts were  to  be  determined  by  lot. 
Oidm  for  Estates  were  assigned  to  all,  to  be  held  of  them 
^^  ^1^  and  their  heirs :  the  undertakers  of  two  thousand 
2^H^' acres  were  to  hold  of  the  king  m  capUe;  those  of 
fifteen  hundred,  by  knight's  service;  those  of  a 
thousand,  in  common  socage.  The  first  were  to 
build  a  castle  and  enclose  a  strong  court-yard,  or 
bawn,  as  it  was  called,  within  four  vears ;  the  se? 
cond,  to  finish  an  house  and  bawn  within  (wo  years ; 
and  the  third  to  enclose  a  bawn;  for  even  thi^ 
rude  species  of  fortification  was  accounted  no  incon- 
siderable defisnce  against  the  incursions  of  an  IrisI^ 
ienemy.  The  first  were  to  plant  upon  their  lands, 
.within  three  years,  forty-eight  able  men  of  English 
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or  Scottisfa  birth,  to  be  reduced  to  twenty  (kmiiies; 
to  keep  a  demesne  of  six  hundred  acres  in  their 
own  hands,  to  have  four  fee-farmers  on  a  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  each ;  six  lease-holders,  each  on 
one  hundred  acres;  and  on  the  rest  eight  families 
of  husbandmen,  artificers,  and  cottagers.  The 
others  were  under  the  like  obl^tions^  proportiona- 
bly.  All  were,  for  five  years  after  the  date  of  their 
patents,  to  reside  upon  their  lands,  either  in  person, 
oi'  by  such  agents  as  should  be  approved  by  the 
state ;  and  to  keep  a  sirfficient  quantity  of  arms  for 
defence.  The  British  and  servitors  were  not  to 
alienate  their  lands  to  mere  Irish,  or  to  demise  any 
portions  of  them  to  such  persons  as  should  refuse  to 
take  the  oaths  to  government:  they  were  to  let 
them  at  determined  rents,  and  for  no  less  term  than 
twenty -dne  yeai-s,  or  threa  lives:  their  tenants' 
houses  were  to  be  built  after  the  English  fashion, 
and .  united  together  in  towns  or  villages.  They 
had  power  to  erect  manors,  to  hold  courts-baron, 
and  to  create  tenures.  The  old  natives,  whose 
estates  were  granted  in  fee-simple,  to  be  held  in  soc* 
age,  were  allowed  the  like  privileges.  They  were 
eiijoiued  to  set  their  lands  at  certain  rents,  and  for 
the  like  terms  as  the  other  undertakers,  to  take  no 
Irish  exaction  from  their  inferior  tenants,  and  to 
oblige  them  to  forsake  their  old  Scythian  custom  of 
wandering  with  their  cattle  from  place  to  place  for 
pasture,  or  creaghting,  as  they  called  it;  to  dwell 
m  towns,^  and  conform  to  the  English  manner  of 
tillage  and  husbandry.  An  annual  rent  from  all 
the  lands  was  reserved  to  the  crown,  for  every  sixty 
English  acres,  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  from 
the  British  undertakers,  ten  shillings  from  servitors, 
and  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  from  .Irish  na-  - 
tives.  But  for  two  years  they  were  exempt  froni 
such  payment;  except  the  natives,  who  were  not. 
subject  to  the  charge  of  transportation. 

What  ^ave  particular  credit  to  this  imdertak- 
ing,   was  Uie  capital  part  which  the  city  of  London 

Vol.  II.  3 1  was 
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r^tt  of   iraspefti0»^  td  assume  in  it  The  king  was  sensi- 
|»^T-      ble^  (as  ho  expressed  it)  thai    "  When  his  enemies 
Philips.    „  siioiiicl  fapear  that  the  iamous  city  of  Loadon  had 
''  a  footing  therefcr,  they  would  be  terrified   from 
^  looking  into  Ireland,  the  back-door  to  England 
"  and  Scotland/'      The  corporation  accepted  of 
large  grants  in  the  connty  of  Derry,  or  London* 
Coi,V.TI.^'^'y»  {^^  that  was  the  new  title  both  of  the  coun- 
p.10. '    ty  and  its  capilai  city.)  They  engaged  to  expend 
twenty  thousand  pounds  on  the  plantation^  to  build 
the  cities  of  Derry  and  Coliain,  and  stipulated  for 
soch  priTiIeges   as   might  make  their  settlements 
convenient  and  respectable.      As  a  competent  force 
was  necessary  to  protect  this  infant  plantation,  the 
king,  to  support  the  charge,  or  at  least  witli  this 
Saldeiu     pretence,    instituted  the  order  of    baronets,    an 
bereditary  dignity,  to  be  conferred  on  a  number  not 
exceeding  two  hundred :  each  of  whom,  on  passing 
his  patent,  was  to  pay  iiito  the  exchequer  such  a 
sum  as  would  maintam  thirty  men  in  Ulster,  for 
three  years,  at  eight  pence  daily  pay. 
^^  But  scarcely  had  the  lands  been  allotted  to  (he 

17,  la     tliflerent  patentees,  when  considerable  portions  were 
reclaimeu  by  the  ciergy  aa  their  rightful  properly*. 

And 

^  Tkey  wtfiTTeclaiinecLby  thetideofTBRMoir,  corbk,  tnd  fnRc* 
yrACN  lands.  In  t&a  tioithern  piurta  of  Ireland,  which  had  not  been 
completely  rediitied,  and  wh«re  the  pop*  still  disposed  of  clerical 
dignities,  the  ancient  ecclesiastical  institutions  renwined  unaltered.  And 
these  tennsr  were  strange  aad  intxplicable  to  Engiisb  gOTemroent.  Jnron 
fai  tlif  several  inquisitions  were  required  to  give  such  information  alimtt 
ibem  as  they  could  o1!>tain.  Sir  Jima  Davis  endeavoured  to  investigate 
the  nature  of  the  lands  called  TEHDraN,  and  of  the  persons  styled  corbbs 
aad  itKRBNACTts ;  and  it  appears  from  his  letter  to  lord  SalisDury,  among 
the  MSdw  of  'IVinity  CoHii^,  Dublin,  that  he  thought  theinpeculiar  t^ 
lh»  m«re  Kri«k  countries  of  all  other  parts  of  Christeodom.  The  learned 
doctor  James  Usher  employed  his  abilities  on  this  occasion  with  more 
access,  investigated  their  nature  and  ori^n,  and  demonstrated  tlie 
simtlitude  of  the  aocieatecdesiastioa!  institutions  of  IMand,  to  those  of 
other  eountrie»of  Europe.  The  original  of  his  tract,  on  this  subject, 
ttill  leuiaiiie  in  thssai&e  repository  of  pepera  relatir^to  Insh  hBm^ 
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And  M  fiur  hmd  the  eolates  cf  the  norlbern  bisliop^ 
riei  beeu  embanussed^  both  by  the  U9urpatioiis  of 
the  Irish  lords^  and  Ihe  okaiiais  4af  {wteuteea^  that 

Ibey 

Tbe  following  is  4lie  substanee  of  it,  mmi&Dg  tibo  leaned  atttlioiv 
ties  produced  by  the  authoc 

In  old  tiroes  k  was  provided,  that  whoever  foanded  a  church  shoul4 
endow  it  with  certain  lands,  for  the  maintenance  of  divine  worship 
therain.  The  fimndor  was  to  deliver  io  the  J^iahep  an  ioatrument  m 
sttch  doaatieo  before  the  chureh  ceuid  be  dedicated :  and  from  thenc»* 
forward  the  ordering  and  disposing  of  tl][«se  lands  pertained  entirely  tp 
jthe  bishpp. 

Id  AHisequence  of  such  donafioQ  tliese  laAds  beeanne  eseoipt  ^am 
all  charges  of  temporal  lords,  were  entitled  to  the  right  of  sanctuary 
jmd  other  immunities.  Hence  they  were  called  tearmuin  or  tkrmoiI 
that  is  pRiviLEDGKn  lands.  Thej  were  occupied  by  laymen,  both  vij% 
Hans  and  tree  tenants,  who  hoabanded  the  aaine,  bpth  (br  the  behool' 
of  themaeives  and  families,  uti,  likewise  for  tbe  usie  of  thv  chanch ; 
and  were  called  ccdeidastieal  tenants.     Stjvi  ti  homines  tcclesia^lici. 

To  receive  and  to  apply  the  rents  paid  tb?  sach  teoaats,  k  was  thoagfat 
oeoeEwary  that  every  «;httix:h  should  have  its  mcowitrnt  or  a/Wuicrcr^vM^ 
called  by  the  Irisa  eireiwieuch  or  tunrenack,  *^  I  mean,^'  saijdi  tii<» 
author,  '*  the  ancient  archidiacoiii,  ivho,  in  degne^  ->vere  inferiour 
**  to  llie  presbyteri,  not  the  archdeacons  of  hik^her  rank  that  exercise 
*'  jurisdictioA  under  the  bbhop;  and  to  thait  iiixiner  Jkind  of  ardndia* 
4*  ootti  do  1  fet'er  ilie  hrrenaci&s  ;  who  thereliGU'e  w^te  so  many  14 
"  number  in  /every  dioce»e,  and.  Cor  ought  1  can  Jeur^,  were  wont 
**  to  be  admitted  ad  piimam  tonsuram,  et  diaconatum,  and  not  j)ru* 
^  moU3d  ad  presbyteriuip." 

A  number  of  these  hererufchs  werip  again  superintended  by  ap  offi* 
cer  of  greater  dignity,  called  coebe,  coriiai»u,  or  comitJRSA;  ^vliotfi 
tlie  author  supposes  to  be  the  sam|)  with  chorepiscopus  or  archipresbyter. 
The  Irish  clergy  called  hiin,  in  Latin,  pUMmtg,  fuia  pltbi  eoutemuMica 
pudrick  ecde&i^  ftrefiut.    The  name  c^mhuiiM,  he  observes  occufs  ' 

frequently  in  the  early  annals  of  Ireland,  fiutit  is  uo  in^peachmeut 
of  the  learned  prelate's  accuracy  to  observe,  tliat  in  these  annab  die 
word  is  tSken  evidently  in  another  seuse,  and  signifies  the  freiale 
himself,  or  mcceumr  of  the  first  Irish  saint  who  presided  in  his  dio- 
cese. Thus  the  co>iiAtti-6a  of  SaitU  lalrick  means  the  then  archbi* 
shop  of  Armagh,  tbe  comhn'ha  tff  Kiuran,  tlie  Bishop  of  Clonmac* 
noise.  And  so  tli  word  is  explamed  by  Colgan  in  his  Trias-Thau- 
ikiatinpu 

TJiu  hi  npufc,  iinrlnr  thn  riirnottmi  nnH  can -of  the 'oorUs,  or  cho« 
repiscopi,  resided  on  the  termtm  lands,  and  distributed  tlieir  prelks  10 
ih»  bishc^,  the  inferiour  dflprgy  to  the  repirs  of  churches,  and  the 

maiuttt- 
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they  scarcely  afforded  a  competeni,  much  less  an 
honorable  provision  for  men  of  worth  and  learn- 
ing ;  while  the  state  of  the  parochial  clergy  was  still 
more  deplorable.  Most  ot  the  northern  churches 
had  been  either  destroyed  in  the  late  wars,  or  fallen 
to  ruin ;  the  benefices  were  small^  and  either  shame- 
fully kept  by  the  bishops^  in  the  way  of  commeudara 
pr  sequestration^  or  filled  with  ministers  as  scanda- 
lous as  their  income.  The  wretches)  flock  was  to- 
tally abandoned ;  and  for  many  yeai*8  divine  service 
hadf  not  been  used  in  any  parish  church  of  Ulster, 
except  in  cities  or  great  towns,  To  remedy  these 
fibuses^  and  to  msSce  some  proper  provision  for 
the  instruction  pf  a  people  immersed  in  lamentable 
ignorance ;  the  king  ordained,  that  a))  ecclesiasti- 
cal lands  should  be  restored  to  their  respective  sees 
and  churches ;  and  that  all  lands  should  be  deemed 
ecclesiastical,  from  which  bishops  had  \n  former 
times  received  rents  or  pensions:  that  compositions 
should  be  made  with  the  patentees  for  the  site  of 
cathedral  churches,  the  residences  of  bishops  and 
dignitaries,  and  other  church -lands,  which  were  not 
intended  to  be  conveyed  to  them ;  who  were  to  re- 
ceive equivalents,  if  they  compounded  freely  :  else, 
to  be  deprived  of  their  patents^  as  the  king  was  de- 
ceived in  his  grant ;  and  the  possessions  restored  to 
the  church. 

To  provide  for  the  inferiqr  clergy,  the  bishops 
were  obliged  tp  resign  all  their  impropriations,  and 
relinquish  the  tytbe3  paid  them  out  of  parishes,  tp 
the  respective  incumbents,  for  which  ample  recom- 
pence  was  made  out  of  the  king's  lands,  Every 
proportion  ^Uotted    to  undertakers  \va^    made  a 

parish 

anaintenaQoe  of  hospitality,  in  tbe  proportions  ^t^tblished  in  each  dio« 
ceaa  Tliey,  like  otheir  ecclesiastics  in  early  timex,  Mere  under  no  in- 
junctions  of  celibacy;  their  office  and  dignity,  with 'the  emolument 
annexed  to  them,  descended  therefore  frequently  to  their  children,  and 
the  lands  entriisted  to  tb^  were  hl^  by  their  imnicultf  ac|pt,  in  sue* 


parish^  with  a  parochial  church  to  each.  The  in^ 
cumbents^  besides  their  tythes  and  duties,  had 
glebe-lands  assigned  to  them  of  sixty,  ninety,  or 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  according  to  the 
extent  of  their  parishes.  To  provide  for  a  succes- 
sion of  woi*thy  pastors,  free-schools  were  endowed 
in  the  principal  towns,  and  considerable  grants  of 
lands  conferred  on  the  university  of  Dublin,  toge^ 
ther  with  the  advowson  of  six  parochjal  churches^ 
three  of  the  largest,  and  three  of  the  middle  propor- 
tion,  in  each  county, 

Such  was  the  general  scheme  of  this  fiunous 
northern  plantation,  so  hpnorabLe  to  the  king,  and 
of  such  consequence  to  the  realm  of  Ireland.  Its 
happy  effects  were  immediately  perceived,^  although 
the  e](ecution  by  no  means  corresponded  with  the 
original  idea.  Buildings  were  slowly  erected  ;  Pyantr's 
British  tenants  were  found  difficult  to  be  procured  ^'*'^^* 
in  sufficient  numbecs ;  the  old  natives  were  at  hand, 
offered  higher  renta,  and  were  received  into  those  PhiIipB*i 
districts  from  which  it  was  intended  to  exclude  them.  Le^er. 
In  this  particular,  the  Londoners  were  accused  of 
being  notoriously  delinquent.  They  acted  entirely 
by  agents ;  their  agents  were  interested  and  indo- 
lent, and  therefore  readily  countenanced  this  dan- 
gerous intrusion  of  natives.  Later  times  found 
reason  to  lament  the  fatal  consequences  of  thiy 
error.  For  the  present,  however,  a  number  of 
loyal  and  industrious  inhabitants  were  poured  into 
the  northern  counties,  considerable  improvements 
made  by  the  planters,  and  many  towns  erected. 
To  encourage  their  industry,  and  to  advance  his 
own  project,  the  king  was  pleased  to  incorporate 
several  of  these  towns,  so  as  to  give  them  a  right  of 
representation  in  the  Irish  parliament ;  a  right  which 
they  had  soon  occasion  to  exert, 
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^dmimsiration  of  Chichester  acceptable  to  James » « •  .Causes 
of  discontent  in  Ireland.  •  •  .from  discovergas,.  •  •  .Jrom 
penal  statutes* .  • .  Temper  of  the  recusants  and  puritans  • . . 
Design  of  holding  an  Irish  parliament. .  .  .alarming  to  the 
recusants. .  •  .Petition  of  the  lords  of  the  Pate. . .  .Alan- 
agement  of  elections. .  .  .The  recusant  party  elevaied  and 

'  titrhulenip  #  •  .Contests  on  the  opening  the  parliament .  •  •  . 
Tumultuous   proceedings  in  electing  a  speaker. ..  .Ob* 

'  stintuy  of  the  recusants.  •  •  .Moderation  of  CMehester 
m  •  •  mdisagreeMe  to  the  puritans .  •  •  .Agents  of  the  recusant 
party ^  nni  tileit  petition  to  the  king.  •  •  .His  reception  of 
the  agents,  •'•m Instance  of  their  confidence. .  •  .Ckiehesier 
summoned  into  England.  • .  .Final  answer  of  the  king  to 
4he  petition  of  the  recusants*  • « •  Session  4fthe  Irish  parlia* 
fnent. .  •  .Mutual  good  iemper  of  the  recusants  and  the  ad* 
sninistration.  .•  .Laws^. .%  .subsidies  Jbvorably  received 
•  f  •  .Contocatian  of  Dublin.  • .  .Articles  of  religion  com* 
piled  btf  Usher. .  f  .A  conspiracy  immediately  delected  and 
suppressed. . .  .Scheme  for  the  plantation  of  several  counties 
in  LdnsteTm  •  •  .Administration  of  Sir  Oliver  Saint-Joh^ 
unpopular* .  •  .Commissioners  sent  from  London  to  enquire 

hdo  the  state    of  Ireland. « Saint-John    recalled 

and  rewarded.  •  •  »Lord   Faulklapd  fhief  gapernar*^  f  ^ 
f/sher  offends  the  recusants^ 

James  was  so  well  pleased  with  tlie  progress 
of  bis  schemes  of  reformat ioa^  ^  and  the  <K3iidiict 
t>f  his  Irish  deputy,  that,  with  bis  ifsual  liberaiily 
to  favorites,  he  vested  Sir  Arthur  Chichester  wit4 
the  territory  of  Itinishoweti,,  and  all  the  laad* 
lately  possessed  by  O'Dogherty  ;  a  tract  of  country 
far  exceeding  the  allotments  generally  made  to 
northern  undertakers.  The  administration  of  this 
govef^ior  wi^  iqd^  active^  vig;ilaut^  cftutious^  and 

firm. 
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firm,  suited  to  a  country  scarcely  emerging  to  tran- 
quillity and  order;  nvhere  disaffection  was  yet  un- 
extinguished; and  discontents  were  publicljr  and 
boldly  avowed.  In  the  confusion  of  all  toriner 
times^  lands  had  necessarily  been  concealcdand  de«  Carter 
tained  from  the  crown.  Adventurers  were  encourag-  Orm. 
ed  by  the  numerous  donations  of  estates,  and  the 
ease  with  which  affluent  fortunes  were  obtained  in 
Ireland ;  they  ransacked  old  records,  they  detected 
such  concealments ;  were  countenanced  by  the  state ; 
they  dispossessed  the  old  inhabitants,  or  obliged 
them  to  compound  for  their  intrusion;  they  were 
vested  with  ^rtions  of  their  land^,  or  otberwise 
rewarded.  This  was  a  source  of  many  grievous 
abuses  (as  was  afterwards  experienced)  but  as  yet^ 
the  penal  laws  enacted  a^inst  recusants  were  the 
(capital  subject  of  complaint. 

Thi  weekly  fine  imposed  by  law  on  those  who 
refused  to  attend  the  established  woi*ship,  was  neither  ChidieF-« 
generally  nor  severely  exacted.  The  law  was  at^*»Stat» 
this  time  executed  only  mthe  county  of  Dublin  ;  jJ^^YHa 
and  Chichester  expressly  asserts,  that  the  annual CoLDub^ 
amount  of  fines  here  imposed  on  recusanti^t^  drd  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds.  The 
poor  promised  compliance,  and  their  arrears  wore 
readily  foi^iven;  the  rich,  when  presented  as  re^ 
cusants^  enjoyed  too 'much  of  favor  from  their 
countrymen^  foran]rjiii7  to  find  a  verdict  against 
them:  and  when  jurors,  who  found  verdicts  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  clearest  evidence,  were  cited 
to  the  star-chamber  (or  castle-chamber,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called)  the  severity  only  served  to  encrease 
the  clamor.  But  it  was  not  the  penalties  to  which 
recusants  were  exposed,  which  was  considered  as  the 
greatest  grievance:  persons  of  rank,  fortune,  and 
endowments,  were  more  provoked  at  the  leeal  dis- 
abilities contracted  by  recusancy.  Taking  uie  oath 
of  supremacy  was  a  qualification  necessary  for  the 
enjoyment  of  any  oflke,  sarvice,  or  promotion.  No 
one  coakl  be  prafeived  to  any  degree  of  leaming^*'^ 

in 
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in  an  tiiiiversity^  none  could  sue  Itvery  of  his  lands 
or  oitBter  le  main  out  of  the  hands  of  the  king,  or 
do  him  homage  in  order  to  have  possession  of  his 
estate^  without  previously  taking  this  oath.  No 
peer  or  object  of  consequence/  who  refused  it, 
could  be  admitted  to  the  degree  of  a  privy  couii- 
seilor,  or  take  any  part  in  the  administration  of 
government;  none  could  legally  act  as  magistrates 
or  justides  of  the  peace:  nor  could  recusant  lawyers, 
a  powerful  body  of  men,  be  regularly  admitted  to 
plead  at  the  bar,  much  less  advanced  to  the  station 
of  jud^esi  And  although  the  laws  were  greatly 
relaxed  in  the  execution,  though  numbers  of  ma^ 
gistrates,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  lawyers,  were 
never  once  required  to  take  the  oatlis,  except  on 
some  extraordinary  occasions  of  insolence  and  out- 
rageous defiance  of  government ;  yet  the  spirit  of 
fhe  old  English  race,  and  the  pride  of  the  Irish 
natives,  could  not  endure  to  owe  those  advantages 
*  to  a  precarious  connivance^  which  they  were  taught 

to  claim  by  right  The  lords  and  principal  inha- 
bitants of  the  Paie,  bad  long  since  complained  of 
that  total  neglect  and  contempt,  with  which  goveru- 
ment  had  treated  them ;  and  were  now  pailicularlv 

Jrovoked  at  those  additional  disqualifications  which 
arred  every  possibility  of  access  to  offices  of  trust 
•or  honor. 

Men,  whose  religious  principles  expose  them  io 
grievous  disadvantages  in  society,  are  particularly 
bound  to  examine  those  principles  with  care  and 
accuracy,  lest  they  sacrifice  the  interests  of  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  to  an  illusion.  But  that 
indolence  and  acquiescence  to  which  the  errors  of 
popery  reduce  the  mind,  added  to  the  shame  of 
desertmg  their,  communion,  seem  to  have  kept  back 
these  men  from  any  advances  towards  conformity. 
United  in  opinions  and  interests,  they  formed  a 
numerous  and  dangerous  party,  the  more  daufferouSi 
pi  ihey  were  not  ready  to  break  out  into  hea^trong 
rebellion,  without  any  rational  sck^me  oc^coacert; 

but 
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but  prdctised  secretly  ag-ainst  adrfibistmtlotii  untk 
prcyfenions  of  the  roost  xealous  and  ,detefminM  l<^y« 
shy.     The  friends  of  government 'w«re  by  no  mmtni 
iiMeneible  id  the  danger.    Many  of  them  had  but 
lately  passed  into  Irdand,  with  dreadful  apprehefisi** 
ona  of  the  nattves;  many  had  imbibed  a  full  por« 
lion  of  What  was  then  called  the  puritanic  spirit^  and 
were  distingujahed  by  their  zeal  against  popery  and 
Ita  professors.    It  is  scarcely  possible,  but  ttiat  a 
difference  m  religions  opinions  should  lead  directly 
to  personal  rancor  and  aversion,  unless  mens's  mlndaf 
are  fatly  possessed  with  the  getiuioe  spirit  of  Christi- 
anity,  or  uftles«s  they  have  arrived  at  that  irtdiffer^ 
ence  to  religion  (considered  in  any  other  light  but 
as  a  politfcal  engine)  nvhich  modem  times  have  dig« 
nified  with  the  name  of  philosophy.    In  the  ordi-^ 
f^iry  course  of  thin^  we  are  nckt  to  expect,  that  the 
fiihsit  of  these  principles  should  have  its  perfect  in^ 
fli^ence ;  and  the  latter  was  as  yet  unknown.    Secta 
and  aystems  of  religion  were  matters  of  importance. 
The  reformed  looked  with  abhorrence  on  the  parti-^ 
zans  of  idolatry  and  the  imps  of  Anti-Christ ;  the  - 
Romanists    with  equal  rancor  inveighed    against 
heresy  and  apostacy,  the  blind  ministers  of  Satan 
and  childrf^n  of  perdition. 

Tmb  lord  deputy  justly  dreaded  the  consequence  MSS^. 
of  such  dissension,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  en-  l^mb. 
forcing  the  authority  of  government,  in  a  country^  ^r^ 
where  it  was  frequently  neglected,  and  sometimes 
insulted .  To  support  the  arrangements  lately  made, 
to  remove  real  grievances,  to  repress  causeless  dis- 
contents, and  to  secure  the  administration  against 
all  attempts  of  turbulence  and  disaffection,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  convene  a  parliament  in  Ire- 
land. Twenty-sdven  years  of  tumult  and  distraction 
had  elapsed,  siut^e  any  parliament  bad  beM  held  in, 
this  kingdom;  and  the  material  alterations  which 
bad  since  been  mude  in  the  state  of  this  country/ 
promiied  to  give  eMtraodinary  consequence  to  the 
legiHlativo  asseniMy.  Seventeen  additiot^d  countiea 
and  a  number  of  new-fxented  boroufi'hs,  which  the 
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Jord  depnt]r  tr*8  daily  increasiiifr,  by  virtue  of  a 
itoyal  commission,  indicated  a  sebeme  of  general  k- 
presentatiow,  in  which  the  mhabitants  of  ercry  or- 
der, whetheroftbe  old  English  extraction,  or  the 
new  British  settlers,  or  the  orieiaal  Iridi  natives, 
should  meet  together  to  make  laws  (or  the  good  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity,  Publieation  wis 
made  of  the  king's  inteirtions  to  form  such  an  as- 
sembly, and  tlie  subjects  were  invited  to  exhibit 
their  grietanees,  and  to  consider  of  provisioas  Sot 
the  public  welfare. 

But  the  novelty  of  this  design,  and  the  nature  of 
the  assembly  to  be  convened,  served  to  awaken  all 
the  fears  of  the  numerous  party  of  recusants.    The 
summoning  a  parliament  after  so  long  an  internal, 
must  be,  as  they  conceived,  for  some  pmiioses  of 
moment;  and  what  these  purposes  might  be  Ihey 
knew  not,  as  they  were  not  admitted  to  any  com' 
mimfeatiou  witli  (he  lord  deputy.    A  number  of 
new  boronghs,  most  of  them  inconsiderable,  and 
many  too  poor  to  afford  wages  to  their  representa- 
tives, must  entirely  be  influenced  by  government, 
and  must  retnrn  its  creaturfes  and  immediate  de- 
^ndents.    Such  an  accession  of  power  conld  not 
tail  to  encourage  the  administration  to  act  withont 
reserve,  and  to  pursue  th6  dictates  of  its  passions 
aud  resentments.    Some  additional  severities  against 
those  vyho  refused  to  abandon  the  Romish  commu- 
nion, some  additional  penal  statutes,  or  at  least  the 
revival  of  those  already  made,  were  naturally  dread- 
4.  D.      ed.    But  the  party  was  too  spirited  and  too  coasci- 
"'*       ems  of  their  power  to  await  the  etent,  in  helpless 
submission  aud  despondency     On  the  first  declara- 
tion of  the  royal  intentions  to  call  a  parliament  in 
Irelaiid,  six  lords  of  distinguished  consequence  in 
the  Pale,  Gonnanston,  Slane,  Kileen,  Trimbleston, 
Dun^nv,  and  Lowth,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  kin^, 
ni  which  they  boMly  express  their  apprehensions 
from  a  design  of  convening  a  parliament,  wilbout 
any  communicaUon  of  the  laws  titeraia  to  been- 
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acted,  Yonefasafed  to  them  or  otheri  of  the  nobility, 
from  the  icreation  4)f  neir  boroughs,  and  the  riffor* 
oua  exeeuljon  of  pensd  statuten ;  plainly  intiniajbng; 
that  these  courses,  jn  the  geqeral  opjnion  of  the  Irish 
subjects  hard  and  exorbitant,  tended  to  eneoiiirage 
Ihe  disaffected  with  expectation  of  public  disorders; 
;and  ga^e  occasion  to  rebels  to  asperse  the  king's  go- 
vernrpent  ii;i  forei^gn  coqrts ;  the  conseauences  of 
which  ihey  submit  to  his  princely  consideration ; 
praying,  that  the  jcre^tion  ot  boroughs  be  suspend* 
ed,  tiH  time  and  traffic  shall  make  places  fit  to  be 
incorporated  ;  and  assuring  his  majesty,  Ifaj^jt  if  he 
^hall  be  pleased  to  repeal  the  penal  laws^  h^  ^hl^ll 
i^tUe  their  minds  in  a  nrm  and  faithful  subj^tiofi. 

^  The  terms  of  this  petition  were  too  bold  and 
disrespectful  not' to  o^nd  jel  prince  l^ab^u^teij  iQ  the 

piosfc  ^ 


*  The  readfir»  of  Ireland  at  least,  may  ^t  be  displeased  to  9ee  their 
ietier  at  large,  It  19  here  inserted  from  a  oop^  of  the  Laml^h  manity 
acript. 

Mo^  reiiowii,e4  and  dread  soTeraigae, 

The  respective  ear©  of  your  highnesses  lioi>our,  with  the  obligation  that 
our  bpupaen  duty  requiret^  frpm  us,  (doth  not  perinitt,  t))at  we,  your 
nobility  of  this  paft  of  you)r  majesty ^s  realiue  of  Ireland,  commonly 
termed  the  Enolish  P^lb,  should  suppress^  and  be  silent  in  ought,  whicl> 
ih  the  leas^  measure  might  ympor^  the  honour  of  your  majejity's  most 
j-oyal  person,  the  feputatipn  of  yqur  happy  govprntpent,  or  the  good 
Ifod  quiet  of  your  estates  aqd  cQuntrye^ ;  and  therefore,  ure  humbly 
bold  to  addresse  tl^ese  oujr  submissive  lynes  to  your  highness,  and  sq 
nrncl}  the  rather,  ti}l  that  of  late  years  it  hath  been  ^  duty  specially  re- 
quired the  npbility  of  this  kingdom  tp  advertise  their  princes  your  ma«^ 
jesty^s  most  npble  prog0nitors,  of  all  matters  tending  to  their  scfvice,  an4 
to  the  utility  of  the  common? wealtl). 

Youf  majesty's  pleasure  for  calling  a  parliament  in  this  kingdom  hath 
been  lately  divulged,  but  the  ir.atters  therein  to  be  propounded  not  made 
known  unto  us,  and  others  of  the  nobility ;  we  beangi  notwithstanding.. 
of  the  grand  councell  of  the  realme,  and  may  well  be  conceived  to  be 
Se  connoell  nieant  in  the  statute  made  in  king  nenry  the  seventh's  time, 
who  should  joy n  with  the  governour  of  this  kingdom,  in  certifying  thi- 
ther, what  acts  should  passe  here  in  parliament;  especially,  ft  being 
liard  t)9  exfliide  tkose  thift  in  respect  of  their  estf^tesaqd  residence,  next 

your 
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niost  abject  flattery :  and  thousfa  qiudiAed  by  tbat 
coiapiuuentary  strain  bo  grateful  to  hit  ear,  Jamet 

pmiumueed 


yotir  miJB0t7«  vluMild  mcNA  UMy  ^ndtntoml  ivKai  wot  fiftlaii  to  h$ 
euacked  ind ordejr^ed  for  thego^  of  their pif dm  «o4 €)OMtrjr* 

Yet  are  we  for  oar  own  perls  well  pep^oaded  t)iey  be  9lich  99  vUl  comport 
with  the  good  aqd  reliefe  of  your  inajeat^'e  suhjeciSt  and  give  hopeful 
expectation  of  reataaration  of  this  lately  lorn  and  rended  estalo,  if  your 
majesty  iMTe  bene  mhtly  eofenpedt  they  bant;  On  it  is  said)  iN^aed 
the  censure  of  your  nighqw's  most  W»  ^V)d  noHmlessekdgROOMt.  Bat 
tl|*  e3(t^rne  and  public  course  held  (whereof  men  of  all  ^rts  and  4}ui- 
littes  do  take  no'ice  for  tl^e  management  thereof)  ^ati)  generaUy  bred  so 

S'eTpus  an  apppebension*  as  ia  uol  io  o«r  power  to  espieaw,  arising 
m  a  f^rful  auspicioA  that  ikm  prcgoet  of  erepttng  anfi^Miy  popporations 
in  places  that  pan  soantly  paaie  Xhe  mok  of  the.  poorM  rilhises,  in  tbe 
poorest  ppuntry  of  Cliristendome,  dp  tend  to  nought  else  at  this  time, 
pat  that  by  the  voices  of  a  (piyf  selected  for  the  purpose,  under  the  name 
of  burgesses,  extreme  penal  laws  should  be  ympoaed  Upon  your  subjects 
here,  contrary  to  the  natures,  customs,  and  dispositions  of  them  all  in 
flSeet,  and  so  the  fenera)  asope  andittstilutsen  ^pDriiamnla  fnvtrated, 
they  being  ordeyn«i  for  the  asauiaaoe^  Iho  ^ubiects  nd  to.hi»  pooesBed 
with  any  new  edicts  or  laws,  bi^t  suoh  as  should  patis  with  their  geuend 
consent  and  approbation. 

Your  majesty's  subjects  here  in  genemll  do  ljke>vi^  verj  much  iia- 
taste  and  exclayme  ag^aiost  the  deposing  of  so  many  miigistratps,  in  the 
dties  and  boroughs  of  this  kingdome,  fpr  not  bwe^ri^g  th*  oath  of  su^ 
tireraacy  in  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  pauses,  tbey  protecting  «  firm  pro- 
fession of  loyalty,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  au  kingly  jurfedictipn 
and  authority  in  youfhi^hnesse;  which  course,  for  thajtit  woseoaparingly 
an4  piyldly  earned  on  m  the  time  of  your  jate  sister  of  famous  jncmory, 
«|ueen  Elizabeth,  and  but  now  in  vour  h\ghnes9e*s  h^ppy  reign  fi»t 
•xtended  unto  the  remote  parts  pf  this  country ;  dptb  »o  much  tbe 
moreaffiight,  and  disquiet  the  minds  of  your  M^l-a^ptffj  ^^ljpr>*»  hp^ 
especially,  they  conceiving  that  by  this  means,  tbpee  that  ar^  nigst  suf- 
hcient  and  fitt  to  exercise  and  execute  those  office^and  p>fs$,  are  se- 
cluded and  removed,  and  ^W  driven  to  make  choice  of  others  dbnfor- 
mable  in  that  poipt,  but  othjerwise  very  unfitt  and  iuice|)able  to  under* 
take  the  charg-ee,  being  generally  pf  the  meaner  >jort.  Now,  wkethef 
h  conduced  to  the  gpod  of  your  estate,  herefey  tp  suffer  the  sppret,  home, 
evil  afTticted  subjects  (of  whom  we  wiah  there  w  e;e  pone)  to  be  traii- 

apprte^ 
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pronounoed  ft  to  be  sash  nmd  inwoietA,  The  4«* 
jpttiy  coniinued  Ip  enerease  the  d«w  borpng^hs  to  tbt 
number  of  forty,  of  vrbich  eevenftl  waoe  npt  locor- 

E orated  untii  toe  write  for  ^nmmotnng  parliaRient 
ad  abready  iesu^d.  It  was  neeeeaary  to  iakp  every 
measure  for  etreog^tbetting  tiie  interest  of  Imh  go^ 
yemneat,  as  the  recusants  were  indefaHgaJi)le  in 
fonmn^  their^arty.  Agents^  were  dispntcbed  from  Cam. 
tiie  Phk  into  every-  province  to  laipport  the  Sections ^''^ 
of  their  irieads^  aiui  io  entreat  the  assistaBee  of  every 

naa 

mwied  wkk  h^  «pd  f^pMai^f  qf  A«  99e^  wbioh  «  graaril 

discontentin^t  nugU  in  time  pnodnicey  aqd  to  gMire  scope  to  ll^9  rfMl9 

dvK^ntented  of  this  nation  abroad,  to  calumpaiate  and  cast  an  aspernon 

upon  thelionor  andlntegrtty  of  your  higfaneaae'e  government,  i^  dfa* 

pbyia^  m  bM  «ettBtrtaa«  (in^ins,  asd  eatates,  aod  incukatiiig  iifjao  tht 

earn  ot  foreign  ki^ga  fonl  prMH)^,  ih^  fpaM?9  {as  IthfBy  wiU  term  k)  of 

fupln  ^ctijses,  we  humbly  I^tq  to  ypgr  majesty's  most  sacred,  l»gh^ 

and  princely  conaideratioa.    And  so,  upoji  tbe  Imeas  of  opr  loyal  koirta, 

do  faunMf  pray  that  your  higbnasae  witi  be  graciously  pleased  not  to  giro 

v«y  to  rvwMs,  b  tk#  geofiai  opiak^a  of  y»«r  aqli^ycts  jbe^ 

e3;orbita9t,   as  }o  «i;pct  towns  4n4  ^rorporatiaas  of  places  ponsisijng  of 

some  few  ppor  and  beggarly  cottages,  but  that  your  hi^nesse  will  ^  - 

give  direction  that  there  oe  no  more  erected,  till  lime,  or  traffick  and 

commerce,  do  malte  plaeea  in  the  remote  and  uoaettiad  oeun tries  hei»fit 

t^  be  eicorporat^d,  af4  ^t  your  majesty  will  beo^iil^  «(^n^t  j^nekf 

with  theseiviee  of  uod^ratandiog  men  to  come  as  Knigbts.of  ^hir^  oat  ^    r 

of  th&  ehief  countries  to   the  parliaraept*    And  to  th'  ^nd  to  reii^ova  "  • 

f  K>m  your  sulijects  hearts  those  mars  and  cKsepntents,  that  your  h  ighneasa^  ^  •  * 

fufther  ivHl  be  graciottrffr  pleM#d  'to  gtre  order  that  die  prootMogs  at 

t^U  iiarbiiient  m^f  he  wiih  the  fiu9#  mod^Mio^  ao4  iod^^Bx^ncy  ea« 

your  ipoiit  .royal  predecessors  have  u^  iu  like  casi^  hfMretofpre  ;  .w^^fr^n^ 

nioreorer,  if  your  highnesse  shall  be  pleased,  oat  of  ypuc  gracious  demon- , 

cy,  to  withdraw  such  laws  as  may* tend  to '^  fopoin^  of  ytiif  siibjibla 

cQfmi§fm^  hoBoin  osttars^qajQeraiag  q?Iigioo»  y^g  <ihfljta»tlt»  ihetf 

s^ads  in  a  most  firm  and  faithful  subjection. 

TTl.e  honpur  wiich  your  ro^^istf ,  io  all  yojir  ac^j^AS  |iYi4  prpmiiint^^ 
cath  hitherto  so  well  maintained,  the  renown  of  your  highaesseV  ir^os- ' 
Cendant  undersUnding  in  matters  pf  ^st^te  and  goremmeot,  and  ia ' 
particular  the  exemplary  president  of  your  majesty's  never-tP-be  forgotten 
moderatjiQ^,  ia  aot  d^soenfjijiy^tpavch  extraordinary  courses  forefbcdng 
the  union  of  both  kingdoms  so  much  desired,  doth  give  us  (till  hope  and 


^urance,  thai  ywwr  b^^^iyme  will  duely  weigh  and  take  in  good  worth 
^hoie  coosiderivp^  bj^^^layeddowne,  and  mostgraci99i^.9a9l  ^* 
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man  of  quality  or  interest^  in  Ais  time  of  danger. 
The  derg^  preached  the  cause  of  religion^  and  de- 
nounced   their    esccomniunications  on  those  who 
ghould  presume  to  vote  against  the  friends  of  the 
koly  Roman  church.    To  the  vulgar  Irish  they 
sometimes  proceeded  yet  farther;  they  assured  them 
that  'Pirone  was  preparing  to  invade  the  kingdom, 
encouraging  them  to  stand  firm  tp  the  fiiith^  which 
^     should  soon  prove  triumphant  over  all  its  enemies. 
The  recusant  lawj^ers  practised  with  those  of  better 
condition.     Promises,  threats^  and  ^arfn»>  oaths  of 
association,  and  all  the  devises  of  policy  and  ikctipi) 
were  employed  to  gain  those  who  could  be  of  ser- 
vice in  tl)e  elections ;  ^n^  with  such  success^  t)ia^ 
most  of  the  privy  i^ounseljoirs^  who  stpo^  for  )cni^ht^ 
of  the  shire^  were  rejected,  for  the  roo&!jt  factious 
a(id  turbulent  lawyers  their  cpmpetitprs. 
C„^        ^j^E  repus^nts  exulted  in  this  success^  an^  were 
now  confident  of  their  supieriorit y  in  tbo  commons. 
The  principals  of  their  party  made  their  entry  into 
A.  IX     Bublm^  with  splendor  an^  magnificence.      iBands 
^^^^      of  one  Jiuudred  and  two  hundred  armed  followers 
attended  tbem^  as  if  they  meditated  violence,    Qr 
meant  to  ^errify  their  opposers ;  while  at  the  same 
fime  they  affected  ibars  and  f^larms.     They  obr 
^?^^  jected  to  the  castle  of  Dublin  as  the  place  of  session^ 
ym^a,  ^^ipg  they  were  in  danger  of  perishing  by  an  explo* 
sibn  of  tne  storey  of  powder ;  and  where  the  lord 
deputy's  guards  ^erp  ^Q  surround  the  house  of  par? 
liameqt,    and  by  (Qvm  of  arms  to  control    thei( 
freedom  of  debate.    Their  turbulence  yuan  greater^ 

aa 

par  liuij)l)Ie  submissive  suit,  in  which  hope  we  dO|  and  wiU  alwa)^ 

\     ' '  Your  majesty*! 

'  most  humUe  and  dutiful  subject^i 

Goumawstoh. 
pbBLiir,  96  No«k  Caa.  Slanb. 

Rob.  TaiMB^ETTSTOifif, 

I^AT.  DUMSANT. 

f  A.  I^owm 
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as  they  hftd  now  the  mortification  of  finding^  them-* 
selves  mistaken  in  their  n umbers.    Two  hundred 
and  thirty-two  membei-s   had  been  returned  :    six^ 
were  absent;  of  the  remainder^  one  hundred  and' 
twenty-five  were  protestants,  and  one  hundred  and 
one  formed  the  recusant  party.     The  upper  house-r 
consisted  of  sixteen  temporal  baronsy   twenty-five 
protestant  prelates^  five  viscounts^  and  four  earls  j 
of   which    number  a    considerable  majority  wenei* 
friends  to  the  administration.    The  returned  m^m^^ 
berSj  and  no  others^  were  admitted  into  their  house^.: 
and    directed  to  enter  without  arms.      After  th4' 
usual  speech  from  the  throne^  they  were  command- . 
ed  to  elect  their  speaker.      The  competitors  for 
(his  office  were  Sir  John  Davis^  the  Irisn  attorney-* 

feaeral^  who  was  .recommended  by  the  king,  and 
ir  John  Everard^  a  recusant  of  respectable  charac- 
ter, who  had  been  a  justice  of  the  king's  bencb^ 
and  on  resigning  this  station,  rather  than  take  the 
oaths,  was  indulged  with  a  pension.  But  the  party 
Mrhicb  now  supported  him,  contended  warmly  that  i 
before  the  election  of  a  speaker  could  be  maae,  the 
right  of  electing  should  be  first  determined ;  that 
new  boroughs  bad  been  illegally  incorporated,  and 
had' returned  as  members^  men  incapable  by  law, 
not  resident  in  these  boroughs,  and  utter  strangers 
to  the  places  which  elected  them ;  that  it  was  there- 
fore necessary  first  to  reject  all  those  who  hud  been 
unduly  chosen  and  returned;  then  to  proceed  to^ 
the  election  of  a  speaker  by  th^  real  and  constitn* 
tional  members  of  the  commons,  and  these  only.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  urged,  that  by  the  constant 
usage  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  a  speaker  was 
to  be  chosen  in  the  first  place ;  that  committees 
were  then  to  be  appointed,  and  elections  examined 
and  decided. 

THEaltercation  was  violent  and  disorderly ;  whenMs.  * 
Sir  Oliver  Saint- John,  master  of  the  ordnance,  ob-Lamb. 
served^  that  controversies  were  to  be  dfecfded  by^-*^*-^ 
questions,  a«|j  ques$tions  by.  votes ;  that  the  affirgna-' ; 
Uve  party  osually  went  out  of  the  Jiouse^  while  the 

negative 
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it«gfttive  kept  their  seats;  he  therefofe  ealled  on 
^ose  who  voted  for  Sir  John  Davis^  to  iittetid  him 
td  the  l<^by/and  was  followed  by  the  nii^orHy. 
Tha  recusant  party  had  i^sed  to  be  titimbered,  aiid 
iti  the  absence  of  their  oppoftente  were  readily  per- 
suaded^ that  as  they  formed  the  maforicy  of  kgal 
members^  they  had  a  full  right  to  proceed  to  the 
electioil^  while  the  others  were  withdrawrt.  With 
an  uiiaaimoas  clamor  for  Evcrard^  they  seated  him 
tumiiltdously  iti  the  speaker'^s  seat.  Tae  ffietid»  of 
governniet^i,  6h  (heir  return,  exclaimed  a^iast  this 
outface,  declared  Davis  duly  elected^  attempted  to 
force  bid  ddrtipetitor  from  the  ehairj  were  viirfeatly 
opposed,  and  seated  their  speaker  iit  (be  lap  of  Cve^ 
rard.  The  scene  6f  tumult  and  conftisiofi  was  closed 
by  a  secession  of  the  recusants,  who  obstinately  re- 
fused to  acdept  Sir  John  Davis  as  their  speaker^  (o 
acknowledge  the  authority  by  which  fie  was  elected, 
or  to  take  any  sihare  in  the  proceedings  of  an  a^em- 
bly  so  Illegal,  so  Violent,  atid  arbitrary.  They  were 
commanded  to  attend  their  duty ;  they  bleaded  fear 
of  their  lives;  they  required  the  iora  deputy  to 
shew  them  by  what  authority  those  sat  as  the  com-^ 
mons,  who  were  now  assembled ;  they  dematided  to 
see  the  gmnts  and  charters  of  the  new  corporations, 
and  that  the  returns  of  elections  should  be  laid  be- 
fore them :  and  Still  obstinately  refusing  to  attend 
the  service  of  their  house,  suffered  their  opponents 
to  present  Sir  John  Davis  to  the  deputy  for  his  ap- 
probation. The  recusant  lords  followed  the  e^jram- 
pie  of  their  brethren  of  the  lower  house ;  clamored 
against  the  new  eorporations,  affected  to  doubt  of 
the  k>rd  deputy's  commission  to  hold  the  parltarnent, 
and  peremptorily  refused  to  attend,  until  the  con- 
troversies subsisting  among  the  commons  should  be 
iirst  decided,  desiring  licence  to  send  agents  into 
England,  who  might  lay  their  grievances  before  the 
kinr. 

Tat  violence  of  this  opposition,  tfre  etaltaflon 
aad  atditiocM  isenaccs  of  the  reeusaUt  flarty,  their 

open 
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open  declarations  of  resislfng  any  attempts  which 
mig^ht  be  made  against  their  friends^  by  force  of 
arms,  their  agitation  and  cabals,  their  numerous 
attendants,,  and  thQ  popular  clamor  in  favor  of 
their  cause;  were  all  justly  alarming  to  the  sUi.te„when 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  Kingdom  had  been 
reduced  to  the  inconsiderable  number  of  seventeen Cart*. 
hundred  foot  and  two  hundred  horse;  and  the  dis-Orm. 
orders  of  the  capital  seemed  ripening  to  an  insur* 
rection.  Chichester  deemed  it  necesaary  to  act  with 
temper  and  moderation;  he  commanded  bv  his 
proclamation,  he  summoned  the  seceding  lords, 
separately,  to  attend  their  duty,  he  even  conde- 
scended ta  remonstrate  with  the  party,  to  entreat 
them  to  unite  with  the  other  members  of  each 
house,  at  least  in  passing  an  act  of  recognition  of 
the  kind's  title,  assuring  them  that  no  other  bill 
should  for  the  present  be  propounded;  he  offered 
that  all  differences  should  be  submitted  to  ari  equal 
committee;  and  when  be  found  them  still  obstinate, 
without  attempting  to  imprison  any  one  of  those 
whose  seditious  conduct  had  been  particularly  pro* 
Yoking,  he  prorogued  the  parliament,  to  give  time 
for  the  violence  of  passion,  on  each  side,  to  be 
allayed. 

This  conduct,  dictated  by  the  plainest  rules  of[i,i<|^ 
discretion,  and  indeed  the  only  conduct  which  could 
with  safety  be  pui-sued,  was  yet  highly  displeasing 
to  the  puritans.  They  recollected  the  indulgence 
shewn  to  several  rebels  in  the  distribution  of  the 
Ulster  lands,  and  the  lenity  with  which  recusants, 
had  been  treated  since  the  filial  reduction  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  froip  the  perseverance  of  Chichester 
in  the  same  course  of  moderation,  affected  to  con- 
demn him  as  not'  knowing  how  to  govern  an  un- 
ruly people,  or  not  daring  to  exercise  his  authority 
with  the  necessary  vigor.  Complaints  and  dis- 
.  contents  were  whispered  even  in  the  privy  council. 
It  was  alleged,  that  on  the  accession  ot  king  James, 
the  enemies  jof  the  crown  (for  in  this  general  term 
they  included  all  those  who  from  any' motives  op- 
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po^tH  tfi^  mcafciuren  of  Irish  administration)  were 
M  totally  brbkeii,  that,  by  a  vigorous  exectitioii  of 
the  laws,  the  people  might  have  been  Mrrought  to 
any  confonnity.  But  by  shewing  imprudent  and 
nnrncrited  favor  to  old  rebels,  by  conuivifig  at  their 
meetings  and  conspiracies,  by  relaxing  the  authority 
of  bvv,  and  by  other  tcmponsing  courses,  both  en- 
couragement and  opportunity  had  been  ^ven  to 
the  ohi  Irish  to  correspond  with  foreign  traitors,  to 
harbour  priests  attd  Jesuits  who  rendered  them  ob« 
atinate  in  their  religion,  and  desperate  to  attempt  any 
wickedness,  and  to  resume  their  ancient  tyrannical 
authority  over  their  inferiors.  To  this  they  im- 
l^nted  the  present  strength  and  confidence  of  the 
popish  party,  their  enormous  extravagances,  and  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  their  sedition. 

CuicH£st£R  was  the  less  alarmed  at  these  dis- 
eon tents,  as  he  knew  the  temper  of  the  king,  and 
his  passion  for  modenite  and  pacific  measures.  But 
while  he  continued  his  usual  course  of  lenity,  the 
party  in  opposition  were  uidefatigable  }u  support  of 
their  cause.  Immedtatety  on  their  secession,  the 
recusant  lords  and  comnK)ners  of  the  Pale  dispatched 
lettei*s  *  to  the  king  and  the  English  council,  urg- 
ing 

♦  TlM?fefter  oTthe  lorcb  to  the  kin^  coacfuded  with  irhat  he  called* 
ind  not  without  reason,  a  menace  of  rebeltion,  etpreaaed  even  ieds  co« 
Hertly  than  in  tkeir  former  lecttff. 

*^  We  cannot,  tiui  out  of  the  (SonHidenition  of  our  bottftden  dutf » 
**  make  known  itnlo  your  hignesse  the  gmeral  discontentment  whicb 
^  these  strange  unlocked  for  and  never  heard  of  courses  generally  have 
^  bredd,  wherraf,  if  tlie  rebellious  dtaoontentMi  of  this  nation  abroad 
**  d»  lake  advaiittigev  md  procure  th'  evil  affected  at  home,  (which  are 
**  ttumbnrs,  by  nmson  ot  thcM  already  settled  and  intended  pUntati*- 
^  ons)  in  any  hostilt^  fashion  to  set  diffordera  a-foote,  and  labour  some 
^  underhtrnd  relief  from  any  prine^  or  state  abroad,  who  peradventure 

*  might  be  tnvei|^ed  anddrnwn  to  commKierate  their  pretended  opptes« 
*'  fiona  and  disti^e^seSy  howsoever  we  are  assured  the  prowess  and  poww 
**  «f  your  iniyesty  will,  in  th'  end,  bring  tlie  authors  th^;reof  to  rum  an4 

*  confusaon,  yet  will  thin,i^  be  drawn  into  great  combustion,  to  the  elfu- 
^  sion  of  miidi  blood,  exbMMting^  of  masses  of  treasure^  the  exposl^  oF 
^  ttt  end  o4lP»»  yoiirhighee«M\well«ffaBtedsttbje6tib  to  the  himaid  of 

.      '  *'poirertjg 
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ing  the  gri6va«e0  of  the  ncfw  borougN^  i«c<>rpo» 
rated  with  such  shameful  partiality*  mm  represented 
by  attoruies',  cler ka«  and  aerYaiH9  of  the  lord  de* 
puty,    aiul  the  violeflee  done  to  Everard,  chosen 
speaker  by  a  majority  of  undoubted  r^reseotatives; 
imploring  to  be  heard   by  tlieir  agents,  and  re*» 
nounciiig  the  royal  £ivor«  should  they  fail  in  any 
point  of  proof.    Men  who  had  Ipn^  been  stung  by 
the  partiality  of  the  state  to  inferior  persons  lately  p^^y^^ 
firrived  in  Ireland*  who  complained  that  they  had  of  Tmk 
been    ea^cluded    from    public   employmetits,    Ihatas^n^. 
they  were  xnlipended,  as  they  expressed  it,  set  ^'^1^ 
nought,  and  disgraced  igf  those  newlprai9edt9picc€ 
and  honor,  engaged  in  a  popular  cause*  encouraged 
by  their  adherents^  and  powerfully  influenced  by 
their  clergy,  were  naturally  detennined*  actire*  and 
indelatigaUe.    They  instantly  appointed  agents  1# 
repair  to  the  English  court,    and  seek  redress  of 
their  supposed  grievances  from  the  throne.    The 
lords  Gormanston  and  Pertnoy,  sir  James  Gougfoy 
llussey,    LuUerel,   Talbot*  all  zealous  leaders  of 
their  party,  wene  chosen  for  this  purpose,  and  a  li- 
beral contribution  raised  to  definy  tiio  ex|H?nce  of 
tJieir  solicitation.     Cluclicster,  in  vain,  ewleavoured 
to  prevent  this  contribulion ;  it  was  levied  on  all 
orders,  and  freely  granted.     The  agents  departed 
in  a  kind  of  triumph;  and  the  deputy  wan  obliged* 
on  his  part,  to  send  over  the  earl  of  Thomond*  sir 
John   Deuhiain*  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench, 
and  sir  Oliver  Saint  Joliu*    to   couiUej<afii    their 
practices. 

It  seerned  no  very  auspicious  incident  to  the  IriA 
agents,  that  Talbot  and  Liutteiiel*  for  some  lata  or 
present  insolence  of  conduct,  were  committed  pri» 
spoerp*  one  to  the  Tower,  tlu?  other  to  tlie  Fleet : 

yet 

.  **  povvty.  wheMof  Om  loenwy  if  yet  very  IWrif  afid  ftej*  ^nrii^iis, 
♦*  and  finally  to  the  layins  open  the  wjiole  co«Timpo  w^wijih  to  the  iciim. 
♦'  dation  of  all  miseries  and  calamitie*  wWch  gafbpiles,  civU  wore.apd 
♦  4iwi|tiofttA>(iffeAaQ4«imwwitli  *|iw  in  •  mit  nod  twi  iBmt«>' 


4M  HISTORY  or  IRELAND.  B.IV. 

MS.       yet  James  receiTed  their  complaints  with  temper 
Jf  "*•     and  attention ;  aYid  possibly  wilb  the  greater  favor^ 
^'     '  as  tbfey  made  the  most  solemn  protestations^  that 
neither  the  pope  nor  any  potentate  whatsoever  had 
authority  to  dfeprive  him  of  his  crown  and  king- 
doms, or  to  commit  so  horrible  and  detestable  an 
act  as  to  bereave  him  of  his  life^  which  they  should 
be  ever  ready  to  defend  with  the  zeal  of  true  sub- 
jects.    The  indulgence  and   professions  of  equity 
with  which  they  were  received  to  many  audiences, 
inspired  them  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  suc- 
cess.   They  no  longer  confined  themselves  to  tlie 
late  transactions   of  parliament.     They  presented 
the  king  with  nineteen  articles  of  grievance,  in  the 
martial  and  civil  administration  of  Ireland,  which 
they  humbly  besought  his  roya)  grace  and  equity 
to  redress^  and  that  he  would  send  indiflferent  com- 
missioners to  enquire  into  the  several  particulars. 
To  this  request  he  condescended,  and  so  elevated 
the  recusants,  that  they  were  not  so  much  doubtful 
eaft%      of  succeeding  as    impatient   for  the    king's   final 
Onn.       answer  and  decision.     A  party  of  the    agents   at 
the  English  court  attended  the  commissioners  into 
Ireland ;  and  were  followed   by  Sir.  James  Gough, 
who  landed  at  Waterford,    and  $>pread  the  joyful 
news,  that  the  king  commanded  him   to  assure  the 
Irish  subjects  that  they  should  be  free  in  tho  ex- 
ercise of   veligion,    provided  they  eiiiertained    no 
priests  who  should  preach   the  deposing  power  of 
the  pope.     The  report  was  instantly  conveyed   to 
the  capital,  that  Gough  had  arrived  with  a  message 
from  the  king  to  the  lord  deputy,  and  Chichester 
calmly  summoned  the  principal  recusants  to  be  wit- 
nesses of  it.     To  his  utter  astonishment,   Gough 
who  probably  took  advantage  of  some  expressions 
of  indulgence  used  by  the  king,    boldly  declared 
that  he  was  commissioned  to  make  those  iissurances 
he  had  already  notified  to  his   countrymen,  and  to 
ifkform  the  lord  deputy  of  his  majesty's  pleasure. 
The  king  had  denounced  a  curse  on  himself  aiid 
his  posterity,  if  ever  he  should  jjraijit  a  toleration  to 

the 
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the  Romanists ;  he  bad  on  particular  occavnons  in* 
struded  the  Irish  administration  to  administer  the 
oaths^  and  execute  the  penal  laws ;  Chichester  was 
therefore  warranted  to  express  his  disbelief  of 
Chough's  assertions.  He  publicly  reproved  him  for 
liis  falsehood :  and  to  give  some  check  to  the  ex- 
travagant exultation  of  the  recusant  party^  and  to 
intimidate  them  by  an  appearance  of  vigor^  at  a 
time  when  the  state  was  alarmed  with  rumors  of 
conspiracies  and  insurrections^  he  yielded  to  the  ad- 
vice of  the  council^  and  committed  Sir  James  Gough 
close  prisoner  to  the  castle  of  Dublin. 

His  party  expressed  the  less  resentment  at  this 
severity,  as  they  expected  speedy  redress.  The  de- 
puty was  summoned  to  attend  the  king  in  Endand^ 
which  they  conceived  to  be  the  prelude  to  his  dis^ 
grace :  and  Jones,  the  chancellor^  and  marshal 
Wingfield,  the  new  lords  justices,  conducted  the  oi*- 
dinary  administration  with  the  greater  ease,  as  thb 
principal  scene  of  Irish  affairs  now  lay  at  the  court 
of  England,  and  the  discontented  waited  for  the 
final  triumph  of  their  agents,  James,  who  had  by 
this  time  consulted  with  Chichester,  and  received  all 
information  of  the  transactions  in  Ireland  he  could 
procure,  at  last  admitted  the  rc^cusants  to  plead 
their  cause  before  the  council.  Their  cause  was  re- 
peatedly deliberately,  and  patiently  discussed.  Ofcox^  m 
fourteen  returns  to  parliament,  of  which  they  com-  MS. 
plained  two  were  found  to  have  been  illegal,  thosfe^"^ 
of  the  burgesses  of  Kildare  and  Cavan:  the  meiH- 
hfivs  returned  from  those  boroCighs  which  weife 
created  after  the  writs  had  been  already  issued,  were 
for  the  present  declared  incapable  of  sitting ;  but  in 
other  particulars,  the  king  finally  pronounced  their 
allegations  groundless.  In  a  long  speech,  framed 
in  the  usual  manner  of  this  prince,  he  magnified  his 
own  equity  and  impartiality,  he  declared  against  the 
pride  and  ai*rogance  of  the  first  application  to  the 
throne^  and  that  notwithstanding  the  conrideii:ce  of 
4i\e»e  pcfrliafnent-recusanU,  as  he  called  them  in  de- 
rision. 
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mioft^  ocafcely  6ne  article  of  their  canifilaHit  had 
been  established :  that  nothing  had  been  proved 
feuUjr  in  the  goyeronienty  ''  unless/'  said  James^ 
v^ith  a  profaxie  levity,  ''  you  would  have  the  king* 
^'  doni  of  Ireland  like  the  kingdom  of  heaven/' 
The  ivhole  progress  of  their  opposition  in  Ireland 
lie  censured  with  severity^  reproved  their  presump* 
tioQ  in  questioning  either  bis  power  to  incorporate 
new  boroughs^  or  hia  wisdom  in  the  choice  of  thern^ 
He  indeed  acknowledged^  that  he  had  been  in- 
Ibraied,  not  by  the  agents^  but  others^  of  some  ir^ 
regularities  committed  by  his  inferior  officers.  In 
Ibeir  country,  whish  should  be  redressed,  as  he  had 
41  tender  care  for  tlie  welfare  of  the  Irish  subjectsi, 
both  as  king  of  England,  whose  crown  had  ,so  long 
possession  of  their  land,  and  as  king,  of  Scotland  ; 
^  for  the  ancient  kings  of  Scotland,''  said  he,  ''  are 
''  descended  from  the  kings  of  Ireland ;  so,  as  I 
'^  have  an  old  title,  as  king  of  Scotland,  therefore 
''  you  shall  not  doubt  to  be  relieved,"  He  eij*- 
larged  on  the  care  and  caution  he  had  used,  that 
no  acts  grievous  to  tlie  people  should  be  pi^oppised 
in  the  Irish  parliament,  and  git^vely  protested, 
**  that  he  had  been  more  careful  for  the  bills  to  bo 
"  passed  in  that  parliament,  than  in  the  parliament 
*'  of  England/'  He  commended  the  conduct  of 
the  lord-d^uty,  and  concluded  with  a  severe  ad- 
dress to  the  Irish  agents:  ''In  the  matter  of  papr 
'*  liament,  you  have  carried  yourselves  tumnltuarily 
''  apd  undiitifullv ;  and  ^our  proeeedings  have  been 
*'  rude,  dbordeily,  and  inexcusabie,  aad  worthy  of 
"  sevet^  punishment;  which  by  reaa<Hi  of  your 
'^  submist^ion  I  do  forbear,  but  not  remit,  tiU  I 
^'  see  your  dutifiil  carriage  in  this  parliament ; 
^  where  by  your  obedienee  to  the^  deputy  and 
^'  state,  and  your  future  ^(K>d  behavior,  you  may 
*'  redeem  your  by-past  misoftriage;  and  then  you 
f'  may  deserve  not  paly  piirdM^  bi4  ft^yor  suid 
'^  ctfcrjishiug." 
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Such  wbs  the  i«swe  of  this  lonjf-protracted  con-A.  D. 
test.     The  complahits  of  the  recusants  were  in  ge-  ^^^^ 
neral   rejocted^  though  not  without  expressions  of 
lenity  and  indulgence ;   and  the  validity  of  their 
plaint  being  determined  by  that  authority  to  vrhich 
they  had  appealed^  nothing  remained  f6r  them  but 
to  assemble  peaceably  in  the  parliament  now  to  be  ' 
convened,  after  repeated   prorogations.     They  as- 
sembled^ not  without  discontent,  and  not  without 
practising  some  devices  to  obstruct  the  national  bu* 
siness.  In  the  upper  house,   a  warm  contest  was 
raised  on   the  clamis  of  precedence  of  two  peers, 
Slane  and  Kerry,  which  required  examinations,  evi- 
dences,  and  tedious  discussions.     In  the  commons,  jgur^^f 
it  was  moved  to  proceed  immediately  to  an  exatni-Conunoiis 
nation  of  the  disputed  returns,  as  the  information  oj^f^  ^81^ 
the  king  was  not  full;  and  that  his  majesty's  letter^^^** 
to  the  lord-deputy  on  this  subject,  should  be  com- 
municated to  the  house.     The  numbers  of  each 
party  were  not  fiir  from  an  equality  ;  the  recusants 
were  at  least  so  considerable  a  body,  that  their  zea- 
lots were  highly  elevated,  and  seemed  prepared  for 
violent  opposition ;   but  happily,  the  management 
of  Chichester  was  cautious  and  conciliating,  and  of 
their  own  party  were  men  of  temper  and  modera- 
tion.    Sir  John  Everard,  to  whom   they  paid  par- 
ticular deference,    earnestly  recommended  to  his 
friends  to  concur  amicably  with  government,    in 
such  measures  as  the  interest  of  the  nation  and  the 
honor  of  the  crown  required,  and  whatever  indul- 
gences they  sought,  to  merit  them  by  a  dutiful  and 
peaceable  conduct.     Elections,  the  great  subject  of 
contest,  were  referred   to  a  particular  committee, 
formed  of  both  parties;  which  after  some  enquiry 
resolved,  and  in  this  resolution  obtained  the  con- 
currence of  the  bouse,  that  the  examination  of  all 
disputed  elections  should  be  suspended  foe  the  pre- 
sent session,  fbr  the  better  expe<lition  aud  further- 
ance of  the  public  service ;  a  resolution  repeated  in 
the  Bu^eediog  successions. 

TBrt 


W  HISTORY  OF  IRELAND.  B.IV. 

This  first  a(]|)earance  of  an  amicable  disposition 
in  the.commons/was  answered  b^  moderation  on 
the  part  of  government  and  its  fnends.  Whatever 
laws  had  been  projected^  none  were  proposed  against 
the  professors  or  teachers  of  popery.  Some  lawyers, 
who  refused  the  oath  of  supremacy^  had  been  pit)- 
hibited  from  pleading  at  tne  bar.  The  commons 
petitioned  the  deputy  that  they  should  be  restored 
to  their  practice ;  and  received  a  favorable  though 
Joar.  of  not  an  explicit  answer.  The  matter  was  re- 
C^moM  gumcd  in  their  house ;  and  when  one  of  the  niem- 
1514/  ^^^  observed,  that  these  lawyers  were  corrupt  in 
their  judgments,  and  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
^  corrupt  others,  he  was  called  to  the  bar;  and  as  bis 
explanation  was  unsatisfactory,  and  he  refused  to 
make  further  submission,  he  was  committed  to  close 
custody  for  his  ojfTence.  The  recusants  were  too 
powerful,  and  now  expressed  too  much  candour  and 
affection  to  the  state,  to  be  unnecessarily  provoked ; 
and  therefore  when  Sir  Oliver  Saint-John  had 
moved  a  bill  for  keeping  the  fifth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, as  a  religious  anniversary,  though  the  motion 
could  not  be  instantly  rejected,  yet  the  bill  was  si- 
lently laid  aside. 
Imh  Stat  In  this  mutual  amity  of  the  different  parties,  the 
11,1^  13, laws  of  these  sessions  were  conducted  without  any 
^■*'''*^  ^considerable  difficulty.  The  houses  joined  in  pass- 
ing an  act  for  recognizing  the  king's  title  to  the 
qrown,  wherein  they  gave  ample  testimony  of  the 
excellence  of  his  government,  and  tender  concern 
for  his  people  of  Ireland  ;  by  reducing  them  to  or- 
der, by  settling  them  in  peace,  by  confirming  them 
in  their  possessions,  by  yarious  acts  of  favor,  and 
particularly  by  the  civil  plantation  of  the  escheated 
lands  of  Ulster.  An  act  for  the  attainder  of  the  earls 
of  Tirone.and  Tirconnel,  Sir  Cahir  O'Dougherty,  and 
some  others,  concerned  in  rebellion  or  conspiracy, was 
presented  to  the  commons  by  Sir  John  Everard, 
and  passed  unanimously.  The  old  statutes  made 
against  the  natives  of  Irish  bloocj,  while  they  were 
^pqpdercd  asi  enemies,  whereby  the  English  wer« 

forbidden 
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forbidden  all  commerce,  marrying^,  or  fostering  witlii 
them^  and  directed  to  treat  them  as  spies^  when* 
ever  they  presumed  to  enter  the  English  territories; 
those  agamst  calling  over  and  marrying  with  the 
Bcots,  were  all  repealed,  as  ail  the  inhabitants  of 
die  kingdom  were  now  taken  under  the  kind's  pro** 
tection^  and  to  be  considered  as  dutiful  subjects  of 
the  same  moniurch ;  and  as  odious  distinctions  of  eve* 

g'  kind  were  taken  away  by  the  happy  union  of 
ngland^  Scotland^  and  Ireland^  under  one  imperial 
crown.    An  act  of  general  pardon  and  oblivion  was 
made  in  confirmation  of  the  royal  edict;  and  the 
whole  proceedings  of  this  parliament  were  closed  hy 
a  bill  of  subsidy,  granting  to  the  king,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  from  every  personal  estate  of  the  va« 
lue  of  three  pounds  and  upwards,  two  shillings  and 
eight  pence  in  the  pound ;  from  aliens,  twice  this 
sum ;  and  out  of  every  real  estate  of  the  value  of 
twenty  shillings  and  upwards,  four  shilling  in  the 
poupa :  a  grant  so  bountiful,  and  made  with  such 
alacrity  and  zeal,  that  James  returned  thanks  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  lord  deputy.    ''  We  now 
'^  clearly  perceive,"  said  he,  "  that  the  difficult  be»- 
^'  ginnings  of  our  parliament  there,  were  occasioned 
'^  only  by  ignorance  and  mistakings,  arising  through 
^  the  long  disuse  of  parliaments  there;  and  there* 
'^  fore  we  nave  cancelled  the  memory  of  them,  and 
^'  we  are  now  so  well  pleased  with  this  dutiful  confir* 
^^  mation  of  theirs,  that  we  do  require  you  to  assure 
^'  them  from  us,  that  we  hold  our  subjects  of  that 
^'kingdom  in  equal  favor  with  those  of  our  other 
*'  kingdoms;  and  that  we  wilt  be  as  careful  to  pro* 
'^vide  far  their  prosperous  and  flourishing  estate^ 
^'  as  we  can  be  for  the  safetjr  of  our  own  person/' 

Tp£  recusants  took  especial  care  to  assume  their 
share  of  merit  in  a  bill  so  acceptable  to  the  kin^. 
They  expressed    the    utmost  indication,  that  it 
should  be  reported,  that  ati^  opposition  had  been  jour, 
made  or  intended  against  it    They  earnestly  en- Com. 
Vo*,  U.  $M      ^  treated J^"*^ 
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treated  even  a  temporary  relaxation  of  the  penal 
statutes  of  queen  Elizabeth^  declaring^  that  in  this 
case,  if  the  kin^  should  ask  two,  three,  or  four  sub- 
sidies, they  doubted  not  of  a  chearful  and  zealou^ 
compliance.  But  their  solicitations  in  parliament^ 
and  the  practices  of  their  agents  in  England,  pro- 
duced no  other  effect  than  a  general,  cautious,  and 
moderate  execution  of  these  statutes.  The  Irish  ad- 
ministration deemed  it  necessary  1o  preserve  them  as 
an  occasional  check  to  the  turbulence^of  a  restless 
party  ;  and  the  puritans  shuddered  at  the  thoughts 
of  granting  the  least  indulgence  or  countenance  to 
•  popish  idolatry.  James  exulted  in  the  address  by 
which  he  had  steered  his  course  so  happily  through 
all  the  agitation  of  Irish  factions.  Much  had  been 
already  done  to  abolish  all  odious  distinctions,  and 
to  unite  the  several  inhabitants  of  Ireland  in  one 
body  and  one  interest.  Yet  the  natives,  virhether  of 
the  Irish  or  English  race,  were  still,  by  some  old 
statutes,  incapable  of  filling  certain  offices  in  the 
state;  and  they  were  impatient  to  be  freed  from  a 
disability,  more  odious  than  grievous.  Several  laws 
also  were  recommended  to  the  lord  deputy,  as  ne« 
cessary  to  be  prepared  for  the  regulation  and  welfare 
of  the  kingdom.  But  the  disorders  with  which  this 
parliament  had  commenced  gave  an  alarming  speci* 
men  of  the  temper  of  the  commons.  The  bill  of 
subsidy  was  passed ;  and  the  apprehensions  expressed 
by  some  members  were  confirmed.  The  parliament 
was  unexpectedly  dissolved. 

While  this  assembly  was  employed  in  regulating 
Coi.  ^  the  civil  affairs  of  Ireland,  a  convocation  of  the 
Aj  D.  clergy  was  directed  to  be  held  in  Dublin  ;  for  the 
purpose,  principally,  of  framing  a  public  confession 
of  mith  for  the  established  church  of  Ireland.  Doc- 
tor James  Usher  had  by  this  time  been  eminently 
distinguished  for  learning  and  abilities;  and  to  him 
this  important  work  was  entrusted.  His  attention 
h^d  been  considerably  «ngaged  by  the  writings  of  the 
then  modern  foreign  divims^  from  whenc^  he  had 

deeply 
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deeply  imbibed  the  Caivinistical  doctrines.  The 
confession  which  he  drew  up^  consisted  of  no  fewer 
than  one  hundred  and  four  articles,  in  which  were 
included^  almost  literally,  the  nine  articles  agreed 
on  at  Lambeth,  in  the  year  1595,  and  which  were 
disapproved  both  by  Elizabeth  and  James.  So 
large  a  formulary  could  not  but  contain  several  mi- 
nute decisions,  and  even  dangerous  expositions  of  '  * 
^hat  is  generally  revealed  in  the  Scriptures,  i  His 
zeal  against  popery  appeared  by* his  concurrence 
with  the  French  reformers,  in  pronouncing  the  pope  . 
to  be  Anti-Christ.  And  without  any  condescension 
to  the  sentiments  of  king  James,  he  declared  in  one 
article,  that  the  Lord's  day  was  to  be  wholly  de- 
dicated to  jthe  service  of  God.  The  convocation 
adopted  his  profession,  and  it  was  ratified  by  the  ' 

lord  deputy.  Some  attempts  were  made  to  preju- 
dice the  king  against  the  compiler  of  those  articles, 
which  in  so  many  instances  were  repugnant  to  hi9 
principles;  but  Usher  had  the  address  to  guard 
a^inst  the  insinuations  of  his  enemies ;  and  James 
who  so  just  to  his  piety  and  erudition,  that  he  soon 
after  promoted  him  to  the  see  of  Meath: 

The  protcx^tion  and  security  granted  to  the  old 
natives  by  those  acts  which  admitted  them  into  the 
body  of  subjects,  and  gave  them  the  advantages  of 
English  law,  promised  the  most  salutary  effbets; 
but  time  and  attention  were  still  necessary,  for  a 
work  of  such  consequence  and  difficulty,  as  the  per- 
fect civilization  of  this  people.  Rudeness  and  ig- 
norance rendered  them  tne  more  tenacious  of  their 
antient  manners;  nor  had  their  lords  and  leaders 
always  reflection  to  perceive  the  really  greater^alue 
ef  limited  possessions,  held  by  pennanent  tenures, 
than  the  wild  magniiicence  of  their  former  domains, 
in  which  the  property  detennined  with  their  lives. 
The  Northerns  were  so  mortified  by  the  diminution 
of  their  own  state,  and  the -prosperity  of  their  new 
neighbours,  who  as  thc]^  ckMned  no  descent  from 
Irish  priuc;es, .  wjdse  despised  ay  mean  and  ignoble^ 

that      .    ' 
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(hat  several  of  them  formed  b,  crude  scheme  of  re* 
bellion,  to  seize  the  English  forts  of  theh*  province, 
and  extirpate  the  British  planters.  The  conspiracy 
was  betrayed,  and  the  chief  agent  s^ed,  condemn- 
ed and  executed. 

The  alarm  vras  too  inconsideinble^  and  too  speedi- 
ly allayed,  ta  give  any  interruption  to  the  ktng'9 
projects,  for  the  extension  of  civility  and  indastry 
m  Ireland,  and  the  more  efl^tual  establishment  of 
tiie  English  interest.  Elevated  with  the  success  of 
the  great  northeni  plantation,  aqd  the  flatterinfi^ 
terms  in  which  it  had  been  approved  by  the  Irish 
parliament,  he  resolved  to  execute  the  same  schemes 
tn  others  of  the  unsettled  districts  of  the  island.  Th^ 
(Tart«^  mafitime  parts  of  Leirister,  between  Dublin  and 
<>"»•  Wate'rford,  had  been  for  ages  possessed  by  power- 
fill  Irish  septs,  who  had  kept'  the  English  govern- 
meat  in  continual  alarm,  ana  harassed  its  forces  by 
perpetual  irruptions.  Sixty-six  thousand  acres,  be^ 
tween  the  river  of  Arcklow,  and  that  of  Slane,  had 
been  found  by  inquisition,  to  be  the  property  of  the 
crown.  Of  these  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred, 
lying  nearest  to  the  sea,  James  determined  to  dis- 
pose of  to  an  English  colony,  and  to  re-grant  the 
rest  in  certain  proportions  to  the  old  proprietors, 
under  the  same  regulations  and  covenants  which 
had  been  prescribed  to  the  planters  of  Ulster, 
tbil  The  counties  of  Leitrim,  Longford,  Westmeath, 

and  those  of  the  king  and  queen,  by  their  situation 
and  circumstances,  required  particular  regulation. 
Natarally  strong,  and  difficult  of  access,  they  af- 
forded in  ihe  very  heart  of  the  island^  a  safe  re- 
treat and  shelter  to  the  old  inhabitants,  who  wera 
ienactoiis  of  their  barbarous  customs,  nestling  in 
their  filthy  cotta<^  in  winter ;  in  summer,  wander- 
ing with  their  cattle  over  the  desert  mountains. 
^Through  these  districts  the  Irish  insurgents  had 
tta^ially  passed  firom  Coanaught  or  Ulster  to  annoy 
1^  Pile.  They  had  Mrved  for  a  passage  to  Tirone 
•b4  Us  fof€M  into  Munster^  and  %  retreat  in  his  in« 
■  .    glorious 


glorious- (tight  from  Kinsale.  In  tntie  oFpeate  they 
were  the  safe  receptacles  of  robbers^  where  they  de^^ 
Aed  the  ministers  of  justice^  aitd^  surrounded  with 
woods^  bogs,  and  mountains^  lived  in  a  sort  of  ih« 

'dependence^  and  contemptuous  resistance  to  the  law^ 
To  reduce  these  savages  to  order  and  subjection^ 
inquisitions  were  held  to  examined  the  king's  title  to 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  their  landii.  It  was  found 
that  some  parts  bad  been  anciently  possessed  by 
English  settlers,  who,  in  the  disorders  of  the  king* 
dom,  had  been  expelled  by  the  old  n&tivea,  and 
which  were  therefore  vested  in  the  crown  as  landtt 
of  absentees;  others  appeared  to  have  been  for* 
feited  by  rebellion.  So  that  James  deemed  himself 
entitled  to  make  a  distribution  of  three  hundred 
and  eighty-five  thousand  acres  in  these  counties,  to 
such  proprietors  and  in  such  proportions  as  might 
promote  the  general  welfare  und  security,  theexten* 
sion  of  commerce  and  civility  of  the  natives.  The 
large  portions  re-granted  to  the  old  inhabitants,  on  ^  ix 
permanent  tenures,  reconciled  many  to  this  newtSidi. 
acheme  of  plantation,  which  was  notcompletely  ex- 
ecuted when  Chichester  was  created  baron  of  Belfast, 
recalled  to  England,  and  succeeded  by  Sir  Oliver  ' 
Saint-John. 

The  administration  of  this  new  governor  wasCoc, 
disturbed  by  various  clamors  and  discontents.    By  ?  ]JJ^ 
his  conduct  in  the  late  parliament  he  appeared  to  ''"* 
be  actuated  with  peculiar  zeal  against  popery :  and 
whether  provoked  by  the  insolence  of  the  recusant 
party,   or  that  his  nature  and  principles  disposed 
him  to  treat  them  with  less  lenity  than  they  had  fof 
some  time  experienced,  he  soon  proceeded  to  a  vi'« 
gorous  execution  of  the  penal  statutes.     The  po- 

.  pish  regulars,  a  dangerous  order  of  men,  who  were 
generally  educated  in  foreign^  seminaries,  and  stola 
into  Ireland  with  the  most  unfriendly  dispositions  to 
government,  were  banished  by  proclamation ;  an 
act  of  apparent  rigor,  but  really  indulgent  to  the 
poorer  Romairilfe^  «iu>  were  intolerably  oppressed 
•  -by 
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hy  an  idle,  factious,  and  useless  tribe.  But  what 
occasioned  still  greater  clamor,  magistrates  and 
officers  of  justice  were  strictij  required  to  take  the 
/LD.  oath  of  supremacy'  and  as  the  city  of  Waterford 
16^7.  had  obstinately  chosen  a  succession  of  recusants  for 
their  chief  magistrates,  who  ailj  in  turn,  refused  to 
take  this  oath,  and  in  other  particulars  discovered 
fin  aversion  to  conformity ;  a  commission  issued  to 
seize  the  liberties  and  revenues  of  a  city^  which  had 
formerly  and  frequently  been  obnoxious  to  the  state« 
This  rigor  provoked  the  partizans  of  Rome  in  fo* 
r^i^n  countries,  tp  inveigh  against  the  conduct  of 
Saint-John  with  severity  and  falsehood,  to  charge 
him  with  enormous  oppressions,  in  exacting^  fines 
never  imposed ;  and  in  crowding  the  prisons  with 
wretched  confessors  of  the  faith,  who  never  suffered 
the  restraint  of  a  moment. 

But  what  still  more  nearly  affected  this  chief  go- 
vernor,  was  the  offence  he  had  given  with  more 
seal  than  caution,  to  some  leading  members  of  the 
state.    They  had  usurped  some  church-lands,  and 
expected  to  keep  possession  by  their  power  aiid  in- 
fluence.    But  Saint-John  saw  the  miserable  condi* 
tion  fce  which  the  clergy  were  reduced,  and  was  spi- 
rited enough  to  withstand  these  powerful  usurpers* 
He  thus  provoked  them  to  unite  with  the  popish 
'  party  in  censuring  and  maligning  hiih.    Tlieir  com- 
plaints were  conveyed  to  the  throne  :   they  request- 
ed  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect the  state  of  Ireland  and  the  irregularities  of 
administration.     About  this  time  James  had  been 
particularly  offended    by    the  conduct  of    Diggs, 
Crew,  Rich,  Perrot,  and  some  other  spirited  mem- 
.  Ryiner,    bers  of  the  English  house  of  commons :   he  seized 
'^•^^^^the  occasion  to  mortify  and  to  remove  them;  he 
^'  addressed  his  commission  to  them,  under  the  great 

seal,  to  repair  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  inspect  and 
A  n       regfulate  sundry  matters   relative  to  his  service  in 
i(J»U       this  kingdom.    The  enemies  of  Saint- John  insist* 
9d^  that  the  commission  cottlf^h^miiio  effect  while 

■  .  he 
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he  continued  in  the  government.  Lord  Fau1k]and 
^as  nominated  his  successor ;  and  at  the  repeated 
instanees  of  the  Irish  council^  the  deputy  was  ob« 
liged  to  resign  his  authority  immediately  to  two 
lords  justices^  who  were  appointed  to  the  adminisr 
iration^  until  the  new  chief  governor  should  ar* 
rive.  To  make  some  amends  for  these  repeated 
mortifications  of  a  servant,,  who  appeared  to  have 
been  not  only  innocent  but  meritorious^  the  king 
soon  after  created  Saint- John  viscount  Grandison  of 
Ireland,  baron  of  Trogose  of  Highworth  in  Eng«- 
land,  lord  high  treasurer  of  Ireland^  »nd  privy 
counsellor  of  both  kin^oms. 

The  remova)[  of  Samt-John  was  no  inconsidera^ 
ble  triumph  to  the  recusants.  They  affected  U^ 
consider  it  as  a  condemnation  of  the  severity  which 
he  had  exercised  against  them,  and  every  where  eu* 
couraged  their  partv  to  expect  greater  indulgence. 
Their  open  and  undisguised  procedure  in  erectingCox, 
abbeys,  their  insolence  in  seizing  churches  for  their ^^^^' 
own  worship,  were  grievous  and  alarming  to  the  re-  *  *'  - 
formed  clergy.  Usher,  the  most  distinguished  of^^^' 
this  order,  and  the  man  whose  sentiments  were  of 
the  greatest  weight,  was  appointed  to  preach  before 
lord  Faulkland  on  his  arrival ;  and  took  this  op* 
portunity  of  recommending  such  restraints  as  might 
keep  the  Romanists  within  the  bounds  of  a  decent 
reserve,  and  at  least  deter  them  from  public  inso- 
lence and  outrage.  This  unpopular  doctrine  served 
to  exasperate  the  recusants.  Occasion  was  taken 
from  the  words  of  his  text.  He  beareth  not  the  iward 
in  vain,  to  exclaim  against  him  as  a  sanguinary  per- 
secutor,  who  pleaded  for  the  extirpation  of  all  thos^ 
who  could  not  conform  to  the  established  religion  : 
and  such  was  the  clamor  industriously  excited  from 
this  trivial  incident,  that  the  prelate  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  preach  an  explanatory  discourse,  in  which 
he  declared  the  equity  and  lenity  of  his  intentions. 
The  abilities  of  this  prelate  were  of  considerable 

service 
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service  to  government  in  these  times  oC  religious 
contest.  He  enforced  the  nature  and  lawfulness  of 
the  oath  of  supremacy,  with  a  powerful  eloquence, 
"when  magistrates  had  been  cited  to  the  castle-cham- 
ber for  requsancy ;  but  reason  and  argument  could 
Itave  little  weignt  against  the  obstinate  prepossessi* 
ons  of  a  party,  exulting  in  their  numbers,  power, 
pnd  consequence, 


oyAP, 
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Memem  of  complaints  and  discontents  during  the  late  Iriih 
Udmimstraltions .  ••  Grievances  and  abuses  from  plantaHonsy 
•  •  •  .firom  enquiries  into  defective  titles. .  •  .Infamous  prac* 
iices  of  discoverers  and  crown  agents. . .  .Inferior  grievan^ 
ces.m .  .Miserable  state  of  the  Irish  army  9  • » .No  advaH' 
tage  taken  of  the  weakness  of  government^ .  •  .and  uhy.  •  •  • 
James  directs  levies  to  be  made  in  Ireland  for  the  service  qf 
Spain. . .  .The  measure  dangerous,  and  alarming  in  the 
execution.  •  •  .Faulklandurgeniljf  applies  for  an  augmenta^' 
Hon  of  the  army. . .  .Difficulties  arising  from  the  deficiency 
oftherevenue..  ♦  .Pryectsfor  supplying  the  deficiency. . .. 
Scheme  against  the  corporations  r^ectedas  dangerous..  .^ 
Scheme  for  a  plantation  of  Connaught,.  • .  .suspended by  a 
treaty  with  the  inliabitantSy  and  by  the  death  of  James.. .  . 
Turbulence  of  the  Irish  recusants  on  the  accession  ofCharles* 
• . .  .Irish  army  augmented,  and  irregularly  maintained. 
. . .  Affected  loyalty  of  the  recusants . . ,  .A  free  gift  offered 
to  the  king^  on  condition  of  indulgence  to  the  Romish  worship 
. . .  .Protestant  clergy  alarmed.  %  .  .Remonstrance  of  the 
Irish  prelates,.  . .  .and  of  the  English  commons. . .  .Free 
gift  of  the  Irish  accepted. . .  .The  graces  transmitted  to 
the  hrd  deputy ...  .  Summary  of  these  graces  •  •  •  •  The 
royal  promise  of  a  parliamentary  confirmation  of  them^ 
eluded  with  apparent  insincerity. .  •  .  The  graces,  however^ 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  Irish  suljects. 


While  we  mark  the  virulence  of  that  party 
which  opposed  and  censured  the  adiQioistratioii 
of  goveriinient  in  Ireland,  candour  and  impartiality 
require,  that  we  should  not  omit  their  real  causey 
or  plausible  occasions  of  discontent. 

The  passion  for  plantation  which  James  indulg- 
ed, was  actuated  by  the  fairest  and  most  captivating 
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fnotf vest.  He  considered  himself  as  the  destined  re- 
former and  civili^er  of  a  rude  people ;  and  vras  im- 
patient for  the  glory  of  teaching  a  whole  nation  the 
taluable  arts  of  lite^  of  improving  their  lands^  ex- 
tending their  commerce,  and  refining  their  manners, 
of  establishing  a  population  in  Ireland,  composed  of 
loyal  and  industrious  inhabitants,  who,  by  mixing* 
with  the  old  natives,  should  entice  them  from  tbeir 
barbarism  ;  and  thus  of  converting  the  wildness  and 
distraction  of  the  country  into  one  fair  scene  of  or- 
der, peace,  and  prosperity.  But,  in  the  pursuit  of 
this  favorite  object,  he  bad  sometimes  recourse  to 
elaims,  which  the  old  natives  deemed  obsolete  and 
Cmtr  unjust.  The  seizure  of  those  lands,  whose  posses- 
^^^-  sors  had  lately  meditated  rebellion,  and  fled  fron^ 
T^uCoL*^^^  sentewce  of  the  law,  produced  little  clamor  or 
Dub.  murmuring.  But  when  he  recurred  to  the  conces- 
sions made  to  Henry  the  second,  to  invalidate  the 
titfes  derived  from  a  possession  of  some  centuries, 
the  apparent  severity  had  its  full  effect  on  those  who 
were  not  acquairtfed  with  the  refinements  of  law, 
and  not  prepossessed  in  favor  of  the  equity  of  surch 
refinements  when  employed  to  diVest  them  of  their 
ancient  property. 

It  is  true,  that  in  all  distributions  of  lands  for- 
feited, or  adjudged,  or  resigned  to  the  crown,  the 
king  directed  a  provision  for  the  widows  and  sons  of 
chieftains,  for  the  lesser  as  well  as  greater  claimants; 
and  what  they  wanted  in  extent  of  land  was  compen- 
sated by  the  firmness  and  advantages  of  their  new 
titles  :  yet  such  concessions  could  not  always  con- 
q\J^  the  reluctance  of  the  possessors  to  make  a  vo- 
luntary sdiTender;  when  they  were  assured,  that 
those  who  refused  such  compliance  must  expect  jus- 
tice without  favor,  the  alarming  purport  of  this 
declaration  was  fully  understood  :  nor  was  it  even 
in  tho^e  days  generally  acknowledged  as  a  just  and 
necessary  severity,  that  juries,  who  refused  to  find 
a  title  in  the  crown;  were  frequently  censured  and 
fined  in  the  castle-chamber. 

Those 
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Those  regulations,  ia  which  the  royal  equity  and 
wisdom  appeared  to  most  advantage,  were  in 
many  instances  neglected  and  contemned.  The  yi'-  . 
gilance  of  lord  Chichester  had  not  prevented  abuses 
even  in  Ulster,  where  the  plantations  were  carried 
on  with  the  greatest  care  and  regularity.  Contrary 
to  the  express  restriction  of  their  patents,  under* 
takers  alienated  their  allotments  by  private  con- 
tract; so  that  they,  who  had  already  their  just  pro« 
portion  of  lands^  engrossed  still  more,  without  re« 
gard  to  those  limitations  prescribed  by  the  king,  ia 
order  to  prevent  an  enormous  extent  of  property^ 
and  of  consecjueace  a  dangerous  degree  of  power. 
In  other  distncts,  the  planters  had  not  only  neglect* 
cd  to  perform  their  covenants,  but  the  commissi- 
oners appointed  to  distribute  the  lands,  scandalously 
abused  their  trusts,  and  by  fraud  or  violence  de« 
prived  the  natives  of  those  possessions  which  the 
king  had  reserved  for  them.  Some  indeed  were  suf-- 
fered  to  enjoy  a  small  pittance  of  such  reservation  ;  MS.Trin. 
others  were  totally  ejected.  In  the  manuscripts  of^^  ^^^* 
bishop  Stearne  we  find,  that  in  the  small  countv  of 
Longford,  twenty-five  of  one  sept  were  all  deprived 
of  their  estates,  without  the  least  compensation,  or 
any  means  of  subsistence  assi«^ned  to  them.  The  re* 
seutment  of  such  sufferers  were  in  some  cases  exas* 
perated  by  finding  their  lands  transferred  to  hungry 
adventurers,  who  had  no  services  to  plead  ;  and 
sometimes  to  those  who  had  been  rebels  and  traitors. 
Neither  the  actors  nor  the  objects  of  such  griev* 
ances  were  confined  to  one  religion;  the  most 
zealpus  in  the  service  of  government  and  the  most 
peaceable  conformists  were  involved  in  the  ravages 
of  avarice  and  rapine,  without  any  distinction  of 
principles  or  professions. 

T09  interested  assiduity  of  the  king's  creatures 
in  scrutinizmg  the  titles  to  those  lands  which  had  not 
yet  been  found  or  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  Carte, 
crown,  was,  if  possible  still  more  detestable.     The^^™* 
hnds  granted  to  the  original  English  adventurers 

and 
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and  their  imrrtediate  successors,  had,  in  the  con- 
fusion of  several  centuries^  suffered  considerable 
changes  and  alienations.  Great  men  encroached  on 
each  other,  and  got  possession  of  domains  not  in- 
cluded in  their  patents:  their  lands  'werelost,  reco- 
vered, and  lost  again  in  the  natural  vicissitudes  of 
time  and  public  commotion ;  so  as  to  occasion  great 
confusion  of  titles.  He,  who  could  not  establish  the 
fight  of  his  possessions  clearly  and  indisputably,  lay 
at  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  and  had  no  way  but  to 
compound  on  the  best  terms  he  could  obtain^  and 
to  get  a  new  grant  of  his  estate. 

Where  no  grant  appeared,  or  ne  descent  or 
conveyance  in  pursuance  of  it  could  be  proved,  the 
>and  was  immediately  adjudged  to  be  belong  to  the 
crown.  All  grants  of  the  crown,  from  the  first  year 
of  Edward  the  second  to  the  tenth  of  Henry  the  se- 
venth, had  been  resumed  by  parliament ;  and  the 
lands  of  all  absentees,  and  of  all  that  had  been  ex-^ 
pelled  by  the  Irish,  were,  by  various  acts,  again 
vested  in  the  crown ;  which  impeached  almost  every 
grant  of  lands  antecedent  to  that  period.  Nor  did 
later  grants  afford  a  full  security.  If  any  former 
grant  subsisted  at  the  time  when  they  were  made  ; 
if  the  patents  passed  in  Ireland  were. not  exactly 
agreeaole  to  tne  Piant ;  if  both  did  not  accurately 
correspond  with  the  original  warrant  transmitted 
from  England ;  if  any  defect  appeared  in  expressing 
the  tenure;  any  mistake  in  pomt  of  form ;  any  ad- 
Vantage  to  be  takep  froni  general  savings  and  clauses 
in  the  patents ;  or  any  exceptions  to  be  made  in  law^ 
which  is  sufficiently  fruitful  in  affording  them,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  grant  and  of  the  estate  which  it 
conveyed.  Thus  was  every  man's  enjoyment  of  his 
possessions  precarious  ana  disputable,  at  a  time 
when  commissioners  were  awarded  to  enquire  by 
what  title  he  enjoyed  them. 
^®«  These  inquisitions,    indeed,    were  at  first  pro- 

™*     .  posed  in  cases  where  it  x^as  sufficiently  notorious, 
r     that  the  possessors  could  have  no  legal  title  to  their 

lands : 
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lands ;  wbldre  they  had  expelled  old  English  colo« 
nies,  whose  heirs  were  not  discoverpible,  and  the 
lands  of  course  escheated  to  the  orown  ;  where,  if 
not  violent  intruden»^  they  had  negleptqd  to  take 
out  patents^  or  to  go  through  those  forms  of  law 
necessary  to  make  them  lej^l  possessors,  or  had  no  • 
toriously  viok^ted  those  stipulations,  on  which  their  ' 
grants  were  made.  But  interested  and  offipious 
agents  soon  learned  to  strain  this  objection  of  failure 
in  covenants  to  a  dangerpus  pitch  of  rigor.  In 
several  antiept  grants,  there  hao  beer)  f^  reservation 
of  rents  to  the  crown ;  during  long  intervals  of  com* 
motion,  the  king's  revenue  had  not  been  nor  could 
be  regularly  collected ;  nqr  h^d  such  rents  been  put 
in  chaise  by  his  offipers,  forages.  Acquittances  were- 
ttow  demanded  :  it  was  impossible  to  produce  them } 
And  the  failure  w^  pleaded  ^b  sufficient  to  over* 
throw  the  fiftirent  titles. 

It  was  an  age  of  prpject  and  adventure ;  men's 
n^iods  were  particularly  possessed  with  a  passion  for 
new  dfspoveries,  and  planting  of  countries,  They, 
who  were  too  poor,  of  too  spiritless  to  engage  iq 
distant  adventures,  courted  fortune  in  Ireland.  Un^ 
der  pretence  of  improving  the  king's  revenue  ip  ^ 
country  where  it  was  far  less  than  the  <:;harge  of  ^o* 
vemment,  they  obtained'  commissions  of  enquiry 
into  defectiv^  titles,  and  grants  of  concealed  lands 
and  rents  belonging  to  the  crown  ;  the  grea(  bene- 
fit  of  which  was  generally  to  accrue  to  the  pro-^ 
jector,  ivhilst  the  kmg  was  contented  with  an  incon* 
siderable  proportion  of  the  eohcealment,  or  a  small 
advance  o(  rent.  Discoverers  were  every  where  bu-» 
sfly  employed  in  finding  out  flaws  iq  men's  titles  tq 
their  estates.  The  old  pipe-rolls  vrere  searched  to 
find  the  original  rents  with  which  they  had  been 
charged  ;  the  patent-r€>M9  in  the  Tower  of  London 
were  ransacked  for  the  ancient  grants ;  no  means  of 
industry  or  devices  qf  crafl  were  left  untried,  to  force 
the  possessors  to  accept  pf  nfw  grants  at  an  advanc- 
ed rent.  In  general,  meq  were  either  conscious  of 
the  defects  in  their  titles^  or  alarmed  at  the  trouble 

and 
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and  e^pciice  of  a  contest  with  (he  crown  ;  or  fearful 
of  tbe  issue  of  such  a  contest,  at  a  time,  and  in  a 
country,  where  the  prerogative  was  highly  strained^ 
and  strenuously  supported  by  the  judges.     These 
enquiries,    therefore,    commonly    ended  in  a  new 
composition,  made  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  and  as  easy 
an  advance  of  rent  as  the  possessors  could  obtain. 
HSSL      Yet  there  are  not  wanting  proo6  of  the  most  iniqui- 
Sj^JI^L  tons  practices,  of  hardened  (sruelty,  of  vile  peigury. 
Dub.       9^^  scandalous  subornation,  employed  to  despoil  the 
feir  and  unoffending  proprietor  of  his  inheritance^. 
Other  ^ievances  of  an  inferior  kind  were  urs« 
ed,  not  without  reason ;  sometimes,  industrioudy 
Cttrt«»      aggravated  by  the  discontented  party,     Such  were 
Orm.       the  extortions  and  oppressions  of  the  soldiers  in  va* 
rious  excursions  from  their  quarters,  for  levying  the 
king's  rents,  or  supporting  the  civil  power :  a  n* 
gorous  and  tyrannical  execution  of  martial  law  ii) 
time  of  peace ;  a  dangerous  and  unconstitutional 
power  assumed  by  th^  privy  council  in  deciding 
causes  determinable  by  coipmon  law ;  their  sev^ra 
treatment  of  witnesses  and  jurors  in  the  castle-cham^ 
ber,  whose  evidence  or  verdicts  had  been  displeasing 
(o  the  state  ;  the  grievous  exactions  of  the  establish  • 
ed  clergy,  for  the  occasional  duties  of  their  fundi* 
on ;  and  the  severity  of  their  ecclesiastical  courts, 
These,  and  other  matters  of  complaint,  were  loudly 
and  incessantly  enforced,  even  by  those  who  were 
not  immediately  affected  by  the  more  enormous 
I  abuses  of  royal  authority.    Th^y  either  lay  under 

odious  disqualifications,  or  were  neglected  by  the 
state  in  the  disposal  of  offices  of  trust  find  emolu- 
ment ;  they  were  overshadowed  by  new  men  ^nt 
from  England  to  the  kjng's  service,  whom  tliey  saw 
ynih  indignation  rising  suddenly  to  afltuenoe,  by 
l^eaus  not  always  delicate  or  just;  and,  |n  the  bit* 

terness 

*  6ee  the  summary  of  the  case  of  llie  Bymas,  extracted  hj  Carte 
from  tbe  manoscripta  quoted  in  tbe  mar^«»    Cartels  Ormcmd,  Vol  L 
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terness  of  personal  discontent,  they  exathiiled  the 
oonduct  of  administration  with  severity,  and  cla- 
mored against  every  real  orpretended  grievance. 

In  such  circumstances,  it  is  natural  to  suppose* 
that  every  measure  should  be  pursued  to  render  the. 
government  of  Ireland  respectable,  and  even  fbrmi"^ 
dable;  and  the  obvious  measure  for  this  purpose  Cait#, 
was  a  respectable  military  establishment.     On  the.Orm. 
accession  of  James,  the  army  of  Ireland  amounted* 
to  about  twenty  thousand.    But  the  general  reduc* 
tion  of  the  kingdom  encouraged  this  prince,  and 
his  necessities  obliged  him,   to  reduce  this  army  to 
the  incr>n8iderable  number  of  seventeen  hundred  and, 
thirtv-five  foot,  and  two  hundred  and  twelve  horse- 
On  the  arrival  of  Diggs  and  the  other  commission- 
ers in  the  year  1623,  the  forces  were  even  farther 
reduced  to  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  divided 
into  twenty-seven  companies,  of  fifly  each,  and  se- 
ven troops  of  horse,  amounting  to  about  two  hun- 
dred ;  and  these  in  such  a  condition,  that  they  could 
have  been  of  little  use,  had  they  been  called  out  to 
service.     Nineteen  of  the  companies,  and  six  of  the 
troops  were  commanded  by  privy-counsellors,  men 
of  great  property  and  influence,   too  powerful   to* 
be  complained  of,  for  any  grievance  suffered  by 
their  soldiers,  and  too  deeply  engaged  in  one  com- 
mon interest,  to  call  each  other  to  account.    These 
captains  secured  Iheir  own  pay,  by  stopping  the 
rents  due  by  them  to  the  cro\^n^   and  made  the  pri- 
vate men  compound  with  them  annually  for  theirs, 
at  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  what  was  due  by  the  esta- 
blishment, on  pretence  of  the  great  delay  of  disburse- 
ments, and  the  expences  attending  the  solicitation 
of  their  demands  at  the  treasury.   Their  companies, . 
small  as  they  were,  conmdering  the' fashion  of  the 
age,  were  scarcely  any  of  them  complete ;  and  little 
care  was  used  in  munstering  them.  Instead  of  being 
stationed  in  places  of  importance,  duly   exercised^ 
frequently  transmitted  from  one  garrison  to  another, . 

so 
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60  fts  to  become  acquainted  with  the  codntry^  and 
displayed  from  time  to  time  in  diflSarent  parts,    in 
full  numbers  and  good  condition,  to  the  terror  of 
fhe  disaiTectedj  they  were  dispersed  in  small  parties 
through  the  estates  of  their  officers,  where  they 
served  to  cultivate  their  lands,  or  were  employed  in 
the  menial  duties  of  their  houses.    Nor  were  the 
companies  commanded  by  other  officers  in  a  better 
conaition.    The  soldier  of  fortune,  however  distin* 
guished  in  his  profession,  shared  all  the  miseries  of 
a  long  arrcar  or  [)ay  with  the  private  celittnel ;  and, 
instead  of  restrainmg  his  men  within  the  bounds  of 
^    discipline,  was  obliged  to  concur  with  them  in  those 
outrages  and  oppressions,  b^r  which  they  endea^ 
Tourra  to  supply  their  necessities. 

It  seems  extraordinary,  that  in  a  country,  accus- 
tomed  to  violence  and  insurrection,  among  a  p^o^ 
pie  irritated  and  insulted,  enflamed  by  superstition^ 
pressed  by  necessity,  and  stimulated  by  the  sugges- 
tions  of  the  turbulent  and  factious,  the  king  should 
be  enable  to  execute  his  schemes  of  inno\7itioti,   to 
change  the  properties  of  lands  in  various  districts^ 
transplant  the  old  inhabitants,  and  settle  new  colo* 
nies;    while  his  government  in  Ireland,  rigorous 
aind  offensive  as  it  was  in  various  instances,   was 
supported  only  by  an  inconsiderable  body  of  forces^ 
poor,  mutinous,  and  disordered,  so  as  scarcely  lo 
preserve  the  appearance  of  a  military  establishment. 
But  the  old  Irish  lords  and  chieftains,  were  now 
deeply  impressed  with  the  miseries  of  Tirone's  re-> 
bellion,  their  power  and  conseqjueiice  diminished, 
without  arms  to  furnish  the  remams  of  their  follow- 
ers at  home,  and  without  hopes  of  succour  from 
abroad.    Many,   who  in  former  times  were  abjectly 
devoted  to  their  service,  had  by  this  time  risen  to 
some  degree  of  consec)uence,  by  obtaining  perma* 
.  nent  freeholds,  and  enjoying  the  benefits  of  English 
law.    Qf  these,  the  more  discerning  were  grateful      > 
to  government,  for  their  present  security  and  inde^     , 
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pendency,  and  could  not  be  sed  uccd  into  their  form- 
er slavish  submissions.  And  althoug^h  the  mahners 
arid  tempers  of  the  old  Irish  could  not  be  at  once 
completely  modelled  to  oivility,  yet  the  proffres*  • 
made  in  reforming  those  of  their  own  rac6,  and  the 
uumbers  of  British  inhabitants  introduced  into  the 
several  plantations^  formed  a  considerable  balance 
ac^ainst  the  turbuleqt  and  discontented.  The  king's 
schemes  of  reformf^tion  were  not  indeed  conducted 
without  abuses^  aud^  in  some  instances^  were  in 
themselves  grievous  and  oppressive;  but  the  griev- 
ances of  some  particulars  did  not  prevent  the  gene- 
ral ^ood  effects  of  his  arrangem^ntsf  Lands  were 
cultivated  and  improved^  the  commodities  of  the 
country  encreased,  towns  and  villager  built^  com- 
merce carried  on  with  unusual  vigor  and  extent ;  so 
that  the  customs  now  began  to  afford  some  revenue 
to  the  crown,  an  advantage  hitherto  unknown,  And 
ill  proportion  as  industry  and  civility  advanced,  the 
spirit  of  insurrection  was  allayed  and  qontfouled. 

There  remained,  however,  circumstances  andcarte, 
occasions,  more  th^n  sufficient  to  require  a  vigilant  Onn. 
and  well  supported  government.;  and  incidents 
sometimes  occured  to  alarm  the  state.  In  the  re- 
moter parts  of  Ireland,  where  the  antient  manners 
still  prevailed,  numbers  of  idle  men  were  harbour- 
ed, young,  active,  high-spirited,  and  npt  provided 
with  any  regular  m^ans  of  subsistence ;  of  coiise- 
jqjiience  turbulent,  querulous,  and  eager  for  altera- 
tions. ,  James  deemed  it  prudent  to  drain  the  coun- 
try of  such  inhabitants,  and  therefore  gs^ve  licence 
to  enlist  them  for  foreign,  service;  not  considering 
the  immediate  danger  of  embodying  such  men  ;  the 
juonseqnences  of  teaching  them  the  art  of  ,war ;  or 
else  saciificing  his  apprehensions  to  the  gratification 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  at  the  time  when  he  was 
treating  for  his  son's  nriatch  with  the  infant^.  The 
officers  who  were  to  raise,  and  conduct  these  men 
.to  the  continent,  were  mostly  the  spns  Qf  rets^inec^  f 

A)fthe  old  rebels,  devoted   to   the  heir  of  the  late 
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Ifarl  of  TifOWe  ;  men  who  had  been  bred  abroad  in 
extravagant  ideas  of  the  antient  grandeur  of  their 
families,  and  inveterate  aversion  to  the  English  go- 
vernment. They  passed  into  Ireland  early  in  sum- 
mer to  make  their  levies;  they  readily  tilled  up 
their  companies^  but  delayed  to  transport  them  : 
they  neglected  the  ordei-s  and  limits  prescribed  to 
them^  ranged  tumuUuously  through  the  kingdom,  to 
the  ^reat  annoyance  and  terror  ot  the  peaceable  in- 
habitants ;  traversed  those  counties  in  which  their 
families  and  connexions  were  most  powerful^  cin-i- 
ously  observing  all  parts  and  places  ;  renewing  their 
old  friendships,  practising  with  the  discontented, 
confirmin£^  their  prejudices,  and  enticing  away  their 
children  trom  twelve  years  old  and  upwards,  to  be 
conveyed  into  foreign  countries  for  education. 

Such  proceedings  were  justly  alarming  to  the 
state ;  and  the  alarm  was  encreased,  when,  at  the 
approach  of  winter,  these  captains  advanced  with 
their  men,  in  different  bodies,  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dublin ;  burdening  and  harassing  the  coun- 
try, and  neither  prepared  nor  inclined  to  embark. 
It  was  resolved  to  detach  some  companies  from  gar- 
rison to  the  new  planted  countries  for  their  securi' 
ty ;  at  the  same  time  some  troops  of  horse  were 
drawn  to  Dublin,  to  attend  the  behaviour  of  the 
Irish  companies  quartered  near  the  city,  and  to  meet 
any  mischief  that  might  arise.  With  difficult),  and 
by  slow  degrees,  the  transportation  of  the  levies  was 
effected ;  and  the  government  freed  from  the  ap- 
prehension of  immediate  danger. 
Carte.  It  was  mortifying  to  the  king's  deputy,  to  be 

Orm,  sent  to  administer  a  government,  unsupported^  ex- 
posed to  the  insults  of  its  enemies,  perpetually 
alarmed,  and  totally  destitute  of  the  necessary  re- 
sources. Paulkland  made  repeated  representations 
of  his  distress,  to  James  and  his  English  council; 
enlarged  on  every  circumstance  which  discovered 
the  malignity  of  the  disaffected,  urged  the  danger 
i»  be  apprehended  from  the  recusants^  a  powerful 

party, 
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party^  ready  to  embrace  any  violeot  measures  "whicli 
their  clergy  should  dictate ;  the  alarming  influence 
<>f  this  body,  and  the  consequences  to  be  appre* 
Iiended  from  their  mutual  union  and  connexion  with 
Rome ;  as  it  was  now  discovered^  that  an  ecclesias- 
tical hierarchy^  with  a  regular  subordination  of  or*- 
^ers,  offices,  and  persons,  was  established  through*- 
4>utthe  kingdom  by  the  papal  power;  their  juris- 
iLliction  exercised  with  as  much  regularity,  and  their 
decrees  executed  with  as  full  authority,  as  if  the 
pope  were  actually  in  possession  of  the  realm.  Every 
circumstance  that  ^coutd  awaken  the  suspicion  of  the 
king  and  his  ministers,  or  alarm  their  fears  for  the 

Jjeace  and  security  of  Ireland^  was  urged,  to  en- 
brce  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  augmentation  of  the 
army  in  this  kingdom :  the  propriety  of  this  mea- 
,8ure  was  apparent;  but  an  improvident  prince^  who 
lavished  his  treasure,  carelessly  and  capriciously  ; 
whose  exchequer  was  empty,  and  even  his  credit  ex^ 
hausted ;  whose  pariianient  was  frugal,  cautious,  and 
suspicious  of  the  king,  could  not,  without  a  natural 
ireluctance,  listen  to  any  scheme  that  must  encrease 
his  expence.  His  revenue  in  Ireland  was  consider- 
ably snort  of  the  charge  of  government ;  and  such 
had  been  the  want  of  iBConoipy  in  the  military  esta* 
blishment,  thftt  it  amounted,  notwithstanding  the 
wretched  number  of  forces,  to  no  less  than  fifty-twa 
thousupd  five  hundred  pounds  Irish-  The  customs 
fiad,  indeed,  encreased  in  the  present  reign,  from 
fiily  pounds  annually,  to  three  thousand,  to  six 
thousands  and  afjterwards  to  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  pounds.  The  wars  of  Ireland,  and  the 
profits  derived  from  them,  were,  till  the  year  1617, 
at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  deputy,  The  king 
then  took  them  into  his  own  hands,  and  by  erect* 
ing  a  special  office,  executed  by  commissioners,  and 
afterwards  by  the  establishment  of  a  court  of  wards 
and  liveries^  contrived,  in  a  short  time,  to  raise  the 
revenue  arising  from  wardships  and  tenures,  to  ten 
thoqsand  pounds  ^nually.    |3ut  such  gradual  im-- 
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J)rov6ments  vrore  not  adequate  to  the  necessities  of 
govehiniriU,  aiid  tiolwithfitanding  their  utmost  ope-^ 
ration,  the  annual  charge  was  above  sixteen  thou* 
sand  pounds  more  thin  the  annual  reTcnue  of  the 
kinjjdotn. 

To  supply  this  terrible  deficteney,  the  commissi- 
oners sent  from  England  to  examine  the  slate  of  the 
rev^nue^  ^jplied  themiselves  with  zeal  and  assiduity: 
but   ad  their  knoMege  ^f  the  country,    ami  the 
temper  and  chx^umHtanccs  6f  its  i^nhabitants  ^as  not 
^ual  to  their  abilities,   the  dfet ices  they  s\ig;^sted 
were  frequently  Im^acticable  or  idangerons.    They 
were  scandalized  at  rtseless  pensioiis,  and  appoint* 
m^nts  paid  to  offrcers  of  f6rts  ferocfed  1o  ch^nd  the 
hlfant  plantations,  irhich  wefe  ititfehded  to  la$t  only 
for  a  time,   until  tlie  settlements  should  be  com- 
pleted ;  but  they  soon  despaired  of  tiernedying  the 
abuse,  v^hen  diey  found  the^e  pensions  1>elonged  to 
Ihe  most  considei-kble  persons  in  the  kingdom,  men 
Vrho  shared  in  the  administration^  of  loo  great  influ- 
ence and  power  to  be  dispossessed,  or  even  oro- 
voked.    Tviro  otlier  projects,   iii-liich  gave  a  violent 
and  extensive  alaim,  pmved  equally  unsucceif^ul. 
The  cities  and  corporations  of  Ircland  had  rdcerved 
grants  of  lar^  estates,  not  to  be  alienated,  but  re- 
gularly applied  to  the  building  of  walls,  and  bridg- 
es, repairing  fortifications,;  and  other  pubKc  or  cha- 
ritable puiposes.    In  some  *casos,  alienations  hati 
been  made  without  licence;  in  others,  the  intended 
applications  had  been  neglected.     It  was  therefore 
proposed  to  resume  these  lands,  and  to  raise  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds, .  l)y  fines  ou  regrant- 
ing,  or  otherwise  assigning  of  them:     But  this  waa 
a  scheme,  deemed  on  reflection  extremrly  hazardous 
and  dangerous  to  attempt.     In  a  country  iong  in- 
ured to  turbulence,  at  a  timie  when. government  was 
neither  duly  suppprted,  nor  sulficieritly  respected, 
the  danger  of  irritating^  large  bodies  of  men,  was 
seriously  weighed  ;  and  it  was  soon  d<»termined  nbt 
lo  provok©  those,  who,  relying  on  their' numbers, 

wer© 
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were  naturally  apt  for  sedition^  and  could  easily  en- 
ga«fe  a  popular  clamor  in  their  cause. 

Anot«eii  dievice  of  those  reformers  affected  the 
inhabitatits  of  an  entire  province.  The  lords  and 
gentlemen'  of  Connauglit,  including^  the  cdunty  of 
(Mare,  on  their  composition  made  with  Sir  Johri 
Pcrrot,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  had  indeed  sur- 
rend<ired  their  estates  to  the  crown,  but  had  gene* 
rally  neglected  to  enrol  their  surrendters,  and  to  ^ 
take  €Mt  their  letters  patent.  This  defect  'was  sup* 
pKed  by  king  James,  who,  in  his  thirteenth  year 
issued  a  commission  to  receive  surrenders  of  their 
crates;  which  he  re-conveyed,  by  new  patents,  to 
them  and  their  heirs,  to  be  nolden  of  the  crown,  by 
knight's  service,  as  of  the  castle  of  Athlone.  Their 
surrenders  w6re  made,  their  patents  received  the 
l^reat  seal,  but,  by  neglect  of  the  officers,'  neither 
\Tas  enrolled  in  chancery,  although  three  thousand 
pounds  had  been  disbursed  for  the  enrollments. 

Advantage  was  now  taken  of  this  involuntary 
otnissron.    Their  titles  were  pronotmced  defective, 
and  their  lands  adjudged  to  be  sttll  vested  in  the 
crown.     The  project  recommended  to  the  king,  wi^ 
nothinj^  less  than  that  of  establishing  an  extensive 
plantation  in  the  province  of  Gonhanght,   similar  to 
that  of  Ulster ;  and  in  liis  rage  of  reformation   it 
was   most  favpurably  received.     The  proprietoi*3 
Were  justly  alarmed;  they  and  their  partisans  did 
not  fail  to  make  the  most  pathetic  representations, 
of  the  cruelty  and  injusfvce  of  depriving  a  ^rcdt 
nvfmbcr  of  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  of  therr  es- 
tates, by  a  merenicety  of  law,  inderogation  of  the 
faith  and  honor  of  the  king's    brbad  seal.     The 
omission  of  enrolment  wa«  not -imputable  to  them. 
An  act  of  state  had,  in  lord  Grandison's  gotcrn- 
.  nient>  dechired  them  confirmed  in  their  possessions, 
for  which  they  had  paid  large  sums  into  Oit  exche- 
quer, and  were  allowed  to  have  ever  discharged  their 
annual  compositions  with   rfemarkable  punctuality. 
The  project  of  a  great  western  plantation  was  not 

only 
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only  difficult  and  complicated,  but  dangerou^to  be 
attempted,  in  a  province  strouffly  situated,  inhabited 
by  an  active  ana  spirited  peoplcj  abounding  in  idle 
swords-men ;  Yfho,  if  driven  lo  extremities^  miffht 
^t  once  rush  into  the  most  desperate  courses  mat 
pride^  resentment,  and  necessity  could  suggest 

But,  instead  of  relying  on  the  equity  ofUie  king, 
or  his  fears  of  future  danger,  the  lords  and  gentle- 
men whose  lands  were  threatened,  wisely  contrived 
to  suspend  the  alarming  project,  by  addressing  them* 
selves  to  his  immediate  neqessities.  They  entered 
into  treaty  with  their  provincial  lord  president  at 
Athlone,  and  with  the  state  at  Dublin,  They  of* 
fered  to  purchase  a  new  confirmation  of  iheir  pa- 
tents, by  doubling  their  present  annual  compositi- 
on :  ano  as  their  tenure  exempted  them  from  suing 
out  their  liveries  or  taking  the  oath  of  supremacy, 
they  likewise  agreed  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  thousand 
pounds,  computed  to  be  as  much  as  the  king  could 
gain  by  ^  plantation.  The  proposal  was  received 
with  due  ^tientioi^.  James  had,  about  this  time, 
broke  ^th  Spain,  and  engaged  in  a  war  for  the  re* 
covery  of  the  Palatinate.  It  had  been  long  experi* 
enoed  th^  the  male-contents  of  Ireland  regarded 
the  Spaniai|)si^  their  great  resource,  and  were  rea* 
dily  inilueifeed  by  Spanish  counsels.  To  guard 
against  their  at^mpts,  it  yiras  resolved,  as  a  n^easure 
absolutely  necestainr^  to  augment  the  forces  of  )re^ 
land  to  four  thousand ;  but  tlie  king'^  de^th  mpor? 
nipted  the  treaty  witl)  Ckiiufaught,  by  ^liipb  the 
new  armament  might  have  beei|  assisted.  The 
scheme  of  a  western  plantation  was  suspended ;  and 
the  care  of  providing  for  the  security  or  Ireland  de^ 
volved  on  Charles,  together  with  the  other  pejr? 
plexities  attending  the  commencement  of  his  reign. 

The  accession  of  a  prince  involved  in  foreign 
wars,  and  embarrassed  by  domestic  factions,  raised 
an  unusual  ferment  among  the  discontented  in  Ire- 
li^nd.    T^^^y  yfeve  no  strangers  to  the  necessities 

of 
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of  the  king,  the  fnurmurs  and  jealousies  of  his  firstCartfl^ 
parliatneut  and  their  reluctance  to  grant  such  sup-^">^ 
plies^  as  he  deemed  necessary  for  the  operations  of 
his  government.  The  recusants  in  pailicular  looked  A.  D* 
on  a  period  which  threatened  disorder  and  distrac-i^*-^- 
tion  to  the  state  of  England,  as  peculiarly  favor- 
able to  their  views ;  they  manifested  an  extraordinary 
contempt  of  penal  statutes,  and  no  great  respect  to 
the  government  of  lord  Faulkland,  who  was  conti- 
nued in  bis  station  of  deputy:  and  the  practices  of 
Rome  were  employed  to  encourage  and  enflame 
them.     A  bull,  of  pope  Urban  the  eighth,  exhort-  A.  D. 
ed  them  rather  to  lose  their  lives  than  to  take  that  i^Mi 
wicked  and  pestilent  oath  of  supremacy,  whereby 
the  sceptre  ot  the  catholic  church  was  wrested  from 
the  hand  of  the  vicar  of  God  Almighty :  and  such 
senseless  blasphemy,  had  its  full  eiScct  upon  their  ig- 
norance and  superstition. 

The  turbulence  of  this  party,  and  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  their  practices,  were  urgently 
represented  to  the  king  by  his  Irish  council,  com- 
posed of  the  new  En^ish,  fraught  with  the  puri- 
tanic spirit,  and  full  ot  horrors  and  fears  of  popery. 
In  proportion  as  the  alarm  of  intestine  danger  pre- 
vailed, it  was  deemed  more  necess^ary  to  secure  the 
kingdom  against  any  attempt  of  foreign  enemies. 
Charles  determined  that  his  Irish  forces  should  be 
farther  augmented  to  five  thousand  foot,  and  five 
hundred  horse.  With  a  strict  attention  to  eecono- 
my,  the  additional  recruits  were  destined  to  fill  up 
the  old,  instead  of  forming  any  new  bodies;  yet, 
8tiil  unable  to  supply  the  necessary  cxpence,  and  un- 
assisted by  parliament,  the  king,  without  scruple^ 
recurred  tor  the  present  to  prerogative.  He  or- 
dered this  army  to  be  quartered  on  the  different 
counties  and  towns  of  Ireland,  who  were  to  main- 
tain them  in  turn,  for  three  months  at  a  time,  with 
money,  clothes,  and  victuals.  To  reconcile  the 
people  to  an  imposition  so  cxtraordinory  and  so  sc? 
^ere^  letters  were  addressed  by  his  deputy  to  the  se- 
veral 
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Veral  communities^  recommending  a  chearfid  sub* 
mission^  promising  th^t  the  usual  composition  should 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  king  should  grant  other 
graces^  which  should  amply,  repay  this  their  ^Mrii- 
ordinary  expence. 

.  Tnt  hopes  of  extorting  some  favourable  conces- 
sions from  the  khig's  necessities  induced  the  Irish 
subjects  to  submit,  with  less  reluctance,  to  the  pre 

'  sent  burden.  They  were  still  exposed  iq  vexatious 
inquisitions  into  the  titles  of,  their,  estates^  and  were 
impatient  to  be  freed  from  the  apprehensions  of  li- 
r  ,  tigioua  suits.  The  pppish  partj^  w^re  not  more  so- 
licitous for  the  interests  of  their  religion,  than  to 
extricate  themselves  from  the  disadvantages  and 
mortifications  to  which  they  were  exposed  by  the 
penal  statutes.    Their  brethren  in  England  were  as- 

•  siduous  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  king,  by 
zealously  supporting  his  unconstitutional  measures. 
With  the  same  policy  the  recusants  of  Ireland  af- 
fected an  extraoruinary  solicitude,  to  provide  for  Uie 
necessities  of  his  Irish  government.  They  conferred 
with  the  state  of  Dublin.  They  gave  lord  Faulk- 
land  assuranpes^  that  if  some  indulgence  were  grant- 
ed to  those  of  their  religion,  a  voluntary  contribu- 
tion might  be  obtained  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
king's  army.  Those  of  the  protestant  party,  who 
had  their  grievances  to  be  redressed,  and  their  ap- 
prehensions to  be  quieted,  concurred  in  these  assu- 
ranees.  They  were  favourabl^r  received.  A  grand 
meeting  of  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry,  in 
which  the  popish  party  was  by  tar  the  more  nu- 
merous, assembled  in  the  castle  of  Dublin :  they 
offered  large  contributions  to  purchase  security  to 
their  lands,  and  a  suspension  of  the  penal  statutes. 
Lord  Faulkland,  far  from  discouraging  their  over* 
tures,  advised  them  to  send  agents  into  England,  to 
make  a  tender  of  their  dutiful  services  to  the  king, 
and  to  submit  the  grievances  and  inconveniences  to 
which  they  were  exposed,  to  his  gracious  consi- 
d^ation. 

The 
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T9S  bare  hopes  of  indidgenee  were  syflicieiit  to 
elevate  the  spirito  of  the  popish  party^  even  to  ex- 
travagance.   RejpK>rts  were  spread  tiiat  they  wera 
now  to  .he  ratified  with  a  full  toleration  of  their 
religion,  iand  it  was  exercised  with  an  offensive  tri* 
umpb^  as  if  that  toleration  were  already  grafted. 
The  prbtestant  clergy  were  provoked  at  their  inso- 
lence; i^id  scandalised  at  the  concessions  of  govern- 
ment :  all  of  them  were  seriously  averse  to  popery, 
many  even* to  a  degree  of  rancour;  imbibed  among 
the  jBnglisb  and  the  Scottish  puritans.    On  the  plan- 
taticNis  made  in  the  reign  m  James,  the  new  colo- 
nists had  bean  supplied  with  teachers  principally 
from  Scotland.    Tney  formed  their  churches  on  the 
{MTasbyterian  model;  and  many  refused  to  accept 
episcopal  ordinatioiK  .  To  quiet  such  «crupIeB»  beNeaU 
bishops,  by  the  approbation  of  Usher  their  learned  ^^^y 
metropolitan^  consented  to  ordain  them  to  the  mi- 11^*95. 
nistry^  without  adhering  strictly  to  the  established 
fonn,  and  to  admit  some  of  their  brethren  of  the 
Sijottish  presbytery  to  a  participation  of  their  olSSce. 
Thus  the  Scottish  teachers  eiQoyed  eburcbes  and 
tyth4^,  virithout  using  the  liturgy,  and  by  a&eal  and 
diligence  in  their  ministry  gaified  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  respect  and  authority.     S»ieb  men  clamor- 
ed loudly  against  the  horrid  design  of  selling  the 
truthj  anid  establishing  idolatry  fw  a  price :   their 
brethren  of  other  provinces,  who  had  generally  some 
portion  of'  the  same  spirit,  readily  united  in  the  cla- 
mor.   The  archbishop  of  Armagh,   in  this   time 
of  danger  and  offence,  acted  with  the  zeal  that 
suited  his  superior  station.    He  assembled  several 
of  the  Irish  prelates,  to  deliberate  on  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  exposed^  and  to  bear  their  testi- 
mony against  the  ungodly  concession  to  popery  me^ 
diated  by  the  state.     In  the  fervor  of  their  seal, 
theise  preflates  unanimously  subscribed  a  protestation, 
which  they  caMed,  "  The  judgment  of  diverse  of 
''  the  archbishops  and  bishops  of  Ireland  concern- 
^^  tog  tc^emtion  of  religion." 
^  Yot.  IL  3P  '^Tfln 
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^  The  religion  of  the  papists/'  said  thtey,  '*  is 
'^  superstitious  Und  idolatrous;  Iheir  faith  and  doc- 
*'  trine,  erroneous  and  heretical ;  their  church,  in 
"  respdrt  of  both,  apostatical.  To  give  them 
''  therefore  a  toleration,  or  to  consent  that  they 
*'  may  freely  exercise  their  religion,  and  profess 
^'  their  faith  and  doctrine,  is  a  grievous  sin,  and 
*'  that  in  two  respects;  for,  first,  it  is  to  make 
^'  ourselved  accessary  not  only  to  thehr  superstitions, 
•''  idolatries,  and  heresies,  and,  in  a  word,  to  all 
^*  the  abominations  of  popery,  but  (also,  which  is 
*^  a  consequence  of  the  former)  to  the  perdition  of 
"  the  seduced  people,  which  perish  in  the  deluge 
*'  of  the  catholic  apostacy.  Secondly,  to  grant 
*'  them  a  toleration,  in  respect  of  any  money  to  tie 
^  given,  or  contribution  to  be  made  dy  them,*  is  to 
'^  set  religion  to  sale,  and  with  it  the  soUis  of  the  peo^ 
**  pie,  whom  Christ  hath  redeemed  with  his  blood. 
^'  And  M  it  a  great  sin,  so  it  is  also  a  matter  of 
*'  most  dangerous  consequence !  the  consideration 
"  whereof  we  commit  to  the  wise  and  judicious,  be- 
'^  seeching  the  God  of  truth  to  make  them  who  are 
''  in  authority,  zealous  of  God's  glory^  and  of  the 
'*  advancement  of  true  rdigion ;  zealous,  resolute, 
*'  and  courageous,  against  all  popery,  punei*stition, 
«  and  idolatry*/' 

The  same  abhorrence  of  popery,  and  the  same 
indignation  against  an  attempt  to  set  religion  to  sale, 
were  expressed  vrith  great  ardouf  froni  the  pulpits. 

The 


*  We  are  told  (in  the  life  of  primate  U^ber)  that  this  proteBUtion 
had  a  considerable  etKx:tinretardinga  project,  the  auccoss  of  which 
wuH  absolutely  necessary  to  the  king*s  anairs;  and  that  lord  Faulklaad 
therefore  requested  the  primate,  in  regard  of  the  great  esteem  in  wliidi 
he  was  held  by  both  pvlies,  to  move  them  to  grelit  av  aid|  without 
any  previous  conditions.  Possibly  the  good  prelate  was  t^  rcadiur 
to  undertake  this  uflice,  aa  it  might  tend  to  reiupve  any  sqspicicms  of 
the  purity  of  his  conduct,  or  of  his  aftectiort  to  the  king's  service. 
His  speecli  on  this  occasioii  was  vehement,  artful,  and  pathitk^  and 
ao  acceptable  to  the  state,  that  it  was  imiuediate^  trapatnyed  to  the 
eoun  ef  England. 
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The  insolence  of  (be  popish  party^  (he  pul4ic  man* 
ner  in  which  they  presumed  to  exercise  (heir  riteg, 
vrere  represented  in  Euja^land  in  the  most  offensive* 
and  alarming  manner.  The  commons  looked  with 
strictness  and  severity  into  every  instance  erf*  male- 
administratiou ;  they  could  not  pass  over  any  inci- 
deut  which  tended  to  justify  their  own  suspicions  of 
a  secret  indulgence  to  the  popish  religion.  It  there* 
fore  became  an  article  of  parliamentary  remon- 
strance, that  popery  was  publicly  professed  in  every 
part  of  Ireland  ;  and  that  monasteries  atnd  nunne* 
ries  were  there  newly  erected  and  replenished  with 
votaries  of  both  sexes. 

.  In   the  mean  time^  the  Irish  agents  continued 
their  solicitations  at  the  court  of  Charles,  and,  in  Carte. 
despite  of  public    clamor  and  suspicion,  found  a^^m. 
very  favourable  reception  for  their  overtures.     They 
made  the  tempting  offer  of  a  voluntary  contributi- 
on of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  to 
be  paid  in  three  years,  by  the  way  of  three  subsi- 
dies, each  amounting  to  forty  thousand    pounds, 
and  each  to  be  divided  into  equal  quarterly  pay- 
ments.    The  ^aces  which  they  solicited  in  conse- 
quence of  this   extraordinary  exertion  of  loyalty, 
were  in  some  instances  indeed  favourable  to  recu- 
sants, hut  such  as  in  general  were  evidently  reason- 
able and  equitable,  calculated  for  the   redress  of 
(hose  grievances  which  persons  of  all  denominations 
had  experienced,  and  tending  to  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  nation.     The  bounty  was  uc- A.  D. 
cepted.  the  graces  conferred,  and   transmitted  byi^^^- 
way  of  instruction  to  the  lord  depnty  and  council. 

Among  the  numerous  articles  of  which  this  in- 
struction was  composed,  the  most  important  were, 
(hat  whereby  the  subjects  were  secured  in  the  quiet 
enjoyment  of  their  lands,  by  limiting  the  king's  ti- 
de to  sixty  years,  and  renouncing  all  claims  of  any 
earlier  period ;  that  which  admitted  the  recusants 
to  sue  their  liveries,  ouster-le-mains,  and  other 
grants,  depending  in  the  court  of  wards^  and  to^ 

practice  *" 
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practise  in  the  law  courts,  on  taking  an  oath,  sub- 
stituted in  the  place  of  the  oath  of  supremacy,  bjr 
whtdi  they  professed  to  ackuowled<^,  and  pro- 
mised to  defend  Charles  as  the  lawful  and  rightful 
king  of  the  realm ;  and  that  which  admitted  the 
inhabitants  of  Connaught  to  make  a  new  enroll- 
ment  of  their  patents^  and  thus  to  secure  their  titles 
from  future  litigation. 

Br  other  articles,  provision  was  made  for  re- 
straining the  burden  and  oppressions  of  the  soldiery : 
for  preventing  grants?  of  protection  to  persons  ob- 
noxious to  the  courts  of  law,  for  resuming  or  li- 
miting various  patents  of  monopolies ;  for  r^ulat- 
ing  the  collection  of  the  king's  rents  «id  assessments 
for  robberies ;  for  restraining  the  abuse  of  repriev- 
ing  malefactors ;  for.  moderating  the  fees  of  courts 
and  sheriffs ;  reducing  the  provosts  marshals  to  one 
in  each  province,  and  confining  the  execution  of 
martial  law  to  times  of  war  and  rebellion. 

Witnesses  in  private  causes  were  no  longer  to 
be  bound  over  to  the  castle-chamber ;  nor  jurors> 
to  any  court,  but  on  very  apparent  suspicion  of  cor- 
ruption and  partiality.  Custodiums  of  lands,  grant- 
ed upon  outlawries,  were  to  be  dischai^ed  immedi* 
ately  on  a  certificate  of  the  reversal.  The  testimony 
of  persons  notoriously  infamous  or  capitally  con- 
victed, for  condemnation  of  any  subject,  was  not 
to  be  admitted  but  with  certain  aue  restrictions. 

The  tourt  of  wards  was  also  regulated  and 
abridged  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers.  No  grants 
of  intrusions,  or  alienations,  or  leases  of  men's  lands, 
were  to  be  made  out  of  that  court,  before  the 
party  interested  were  personally  summoned.  No  re- 
lief was  to  be  paid  for  lands  not  exceeding  five  * 
pounds  a-year.  No  clerk,  or  inferior  officer  in 
that  court,  was  to  be  made  a  commissioner  for  tak- 
ing of&ces.  Some  of  the  best  condition  in  each 
county  were  to  be  joined  with  the  feodary  and  es- 
cheator  in  taking  inquisitions.  The  court  was  in^ 
hibited  firom  making  enquiries  farther  than  Id  the  . 
•  last 
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last  deceased  ancestor,  unleifs  by  special  direettdn! 
from  the  king.  Ail  compositions  in  this  court  were 
limited  to  the  eighth  part  of  the  real  value  of.  the 
lands.  And  the  wardships  and  custodies  of  the  es* 
tates  of  minors  were  to  be  moderately  valued. 

For  the  more  equal  distribation  of  public  bur* 
dens  and  charges,  bishops  and  patentees  of  dissolved 
monasteries  (who  pretended  to  certain  privileges 
and  exemptions)  the  new  corporations,  impropria- 
tions, and  the  temporal  lands  of  ecclesiastics^  were- 
all  made  subjeet  to  them. 

For  the  better  discharge  of  the  pastoral  care,  it 
was  provided,  that  plursdities  of  benefices  should 
not  be  bestowed  lipon  unqualified  persons ;  that  in-^ 
cumbents  should  be  compelled  to  preach,  or  keep 
sufficient  curates ;  that  commissions  should  be  issued 
for  enquiring  into  endowed  vicarages  possessed  by 
lay-impropriators,  and  to  reform  the  abuse;  and 
that  the  incumbents  of  extensive  rectories  should  he 
enjoined  to  maintain  preaclung-minislers  in  chapels 
of  ease. 

As  the  popish  recusants  had  clamored  a^inst 
the  severe  demands  of  the  established  clergy,  it  was 
provided,  that  all  unlawful  exactions  taken  by  the 
clergy  be  reformed  and  regulate.  And  the  rigor- 
with  which  their  demands  had  been  enforced,  may 
be  collected  from  the  injunction  annexed,  "  That 
'*  no  extraordinary  warrants  of  asi^lstance,  touching 
••  clandestine  marriages,  christenings,  or  burials,  or 
''  any  contumacies  pretended  against  eceiesdastical 
''jurisdiction,  are  to  be  issued  or  executed  by  any 
*'  chief  governor;  nor  are  the  clergy  to  be  per- 
"mitted  to  keep  any  private  prisons  of  thw  own 
''  for  these  causes;  but  delinquents  in  that  kind 
''are  henceforth  to  be  committed  to  the  lung's, 
"public  goals,  and  by  the  king's  officers." 

For  the  advancement,  of  trade,  it  was  provided, 

that  several  commodities  might  be  transported  into 

any  of  the  king's  dominions,  or  other  countries  in 

amity  with  him :  that  living  cattle  might  be  brought 

•^  int9 
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into  any  of  his  dominions  "without  restraint  or  li- 
cence; and  wool  transported  into  England  only^ 
paying  the  ordinary  customs  and  duties. 

Another  article^  though  seemingly  of  little  con- 
seqirence,  yet  serves  to  shew  that  the  king's  mini<- 
Rters  had  been  less  attentive  to  reform  the  old  natives 
than  to  derive  advantage  from  their  ignorance  and 
barbarism.  The  old  odious  custom  of  plowing  by 
the  tails  of  cattle^  or  using  the  short  plows,  as  they 
-were  called,  had  been  forbidden  by  an  act  of  state^ 
under  the  penalty 'of  ten  shillings  yearly  on  every 
fslich  plow;  Their  superiors  were  little  attentive 
to  teach  the  poor  a  better  method;  nor  were  the 
king's  officers  solicitous  to  force  them'  from  their 
barbarous  custom ;  they  contented  themselves  with 
levying  a  penalty,  from  which  they  themselves  de- 
rived the  principal  advantage,  and  thus  converted 
it  into  a  regular  tax,  so  oppressive  as  to  become  a 
just  subject  of  complaint.  The  penalty  was  there* 
fore  taken  away,  and  the  abuse  referrea  to  the  cog- 
nizance of  a  future  parliament. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  undertakers  of  Ulster,  the 
Scots  were  appointed  to  be  made  denizens,  so  as  to 
€njoy  the  full  advantage  of  their  settlements.  Those 
who,  by  neglect  of  articles,  had  rendered  their 
grants  resumable;  were  contirmed  in  their  estates  on 
doubling  their  rents,  and  paying  a  fine  at  the  rate 
of  thirty  pounds  for  every  thousand  acres.  A  com- 
mission was  directed  for  passing  new  patents  (of 
which  the  want  and  delay  had  made  them  uneasy 
for  some  yeai*s)  and  to  make  a  reasonable  composi- 
tion with  those  among  them  who  had  built  on  glebe 
lands,  and  the  incumbents  to  whom  the  glebe  be- 
longed. And  for  the  satisfaction  of  planters  in  other 
counties,  who,  by  a  like  neglect  of  articles^  had 
forfeited  their  titles,  a  farther  time  was  granted 
to  them  for  performing  the  conditions  of  their  plan- 
tation. 

Foa 
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Foil  a  further 'security  to  all  proprietors^  tlieir 
several  estates  were  to  be  confinried  to  them  atid 
their,  heir^  by  the  next  parliament  to  be  holden  in 
Ii  eland;  in  which^  Kkewise^  to  remove  the'jealou- 
P>ie%  iind  apprehensions  of  everv  one  throughout  the 
realm^  an  ^ct  was  to  be  passed  for  a  free  and  gene- 
ral pardon. 

But  in  this  capital  article,  which  was  to  have 
pven  these  graces  the  same  force  and  stability  with 
Ihe  petition  of  rights,   granted  about  the  same  time 
-ill    Kngland,  the  king's  sincerity  appeared  at  least 
sQspicious.     The  body  of  instructions  were  tran»* 
mitted  in  the  month  of  May:   in  these  the  king  ex- 
plicitly appointed  the  third  day  of  the  succeeding^ 
moutli  of  November  as  the  time  when  he  intended 
that  the  Irish  parliameat  should  be  holden.      Lord 
Faulkland,  without  attending  to  any  fai'ther  circum* 
stances  of  formality,  issued  writs  of  summons  for 
an  Irish  parliament  to  meet  on  the  day  named  by 
the  king.     The  impropriety  of  this  procedure  was 
obvious:   by  the  law  of  Poynings  a  certification  of 
causes  and  considerations,  by  the  lord  deputy  and 
council  of  Ireland,  was  previously  necessary,  before 
the  king's  licence  could  be  transmitted   tor  holding 
a  parliament  in  that  kingdom.     The  council-board 
of  England  soon  discovered  and  cen^nrsd  an  omis- 
sion so  essential.    The  matter  was  referrerl  to  the 
judg#i^,  who  pronounced  the  present  writs  of  sum- 
mons illegal  and  void^    It  seems  extraordinai^  that 
the  king  and  his  ministers  could  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  legal  method  of  proceeding  on  this  occasion : 
or  if  that  careless  inattention  to  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land,   which  sometimes  prevails  in   England,    in 
times  the  most  composed,    betrayed  them  into  er- 
ror, in  these  days  of  agitation,  it  is  still  more  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  deputy  and  council  of  Ireland 
should  have  been  equally  ignorant  and  erroneous^ 
But,  whether  the  irregularity  were  casual  or  preme- 
ditated, nothing  could  have  been  corrected  more 
easily  and  readily,  if  Charles  ha4  been  sincerely  dis- 
posed 
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posed  to  give  eflfectual  relief  and  flatiaftctioD  to  his 
Irish  subjects.  Yet  no  new  writs  were  issued,  nor 
any  new -time  assigned  for  a  legal  and  regular  con- 
vention of  Hie  Irish  parliament 

Yet,  as  the  people  still  relied  on  the  royal  pro* 
mise,  and  as  an  act  of  .state,  though  not  confirmed 
by  parliamentary  sanction,  had  usually  great  weight 
in  Ireland,  the  present  conpessions  were  received 
with  general  satisfaction.  They  seemed  to  {K>mplete 
that  scheme  of  reformation^  which  was  begun  and 
carried  on  by  Jamen,  with  so  much  vigor  and  sucr 
cess.  To  succeeding  times^  they  pt omised  to  leave 
the  easier  task  of  correcting  acpidental  abuses;  and 
the  merit  of  de? ising  schemes  pf  improvement,  to 
promote  at  once  the  prosperity  of  t^  people  anil 
the  interests  of  the  crown. 
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THE  following  Speech  is  one  oi  the  remains  of  Sir 
JoHK  Datis,  hitherto  preserved  only  in  manuscript.  It 
was  addressed,  by  this  able  and  judicious  enquirer  into  the 
aflhirs  of  Irelancl,  to  lord  deputy  Chichester,  in  the  year 
1613;  when  the  author  was  presented  and  approved  as 
speaker  of  the  first  house  of  commons  formed  in  this  coun- 
try by  a  general  representation,  instead  of  being  confined 
to  members  sent  by  the  counties  and  boroughs  of  the 
Pale.  It  is  printed  fix>m  the  copy  in  the  original  jounml 
of  this  house  of  commons,  communicated  to  the  author  by 
John  Lodge,  Esq.  It  contains,  and  I  have  referred  to  it 
by  the  title  of^ 

A  Dissertation  on  the  Progress  and  ConsHiuiion  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ireland. 

I  HAVE  ventured  to  subjoin  a  few  notes,  where  the 
positions  of  Davis  seem  liable  to  exception,  notwithstand* 
mg  the  weight  of  his  authority ;  or  where  it  was  deemed  pro- 
per to  enforce,  or  to  open  some  particulars  which  he  bath 
touched  lightly. 


Die  Veneris  xxi^.  Maii,  1613; 

The  Speaker's  second  Speeche  in  the  Higher  House,  when 
the  LordDeputye  had  approved  liis  Election,  viz. 

Most  honourable  and  Right  Noble  Lord ; 

1^  I  N  C  E  your  high  vrisdome,  (unto  which  I  humblye 
made  mf  wpeaie)  hath  not  thought  it  fitt  to  repeal,  but  ra-* 
ther  to  rntefye  and  coniirme  the  judgment  of  tliese  wortliy 
knights  and  btirgesses  in  electing  mee,  (yet  still  unwonhie  in 
myne  ovm  opinion)  to  be  their  speaker^  (which  your  lordship 
Vol.  IL  S  <4  IdouU 
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I  doubt  not  Itath  ben  pleased  to  doe,  not  in  regard  of  any 
U'orthines  appearinge  in  mee,  but  for  the  honourable  respect 
you  MTorthelye  beare  to  that  grave  and  v^ise  assembly  that 
made  the  election  ;)  . 

I  DO  humblyc  and  absolutely  submitt  rnvselie  to  your 
lordships  pleasure,  and  since  these  gentlemen  ^liave  first  con- 
ferred upon  mce,  and  now  your  lordship  hath  confirmed  unto 
mee,  the  name  and  oflice  of  a  speaker,  I  will  presume  (with 
your  lordship's  graae  and  favour)  to  speak  semewhat  in  thi» 
greate  and  entire  asseniblye  of  all  the  states  of  this  kingdome, 
that  shal  be  proper  and  acpeeable  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  tyme,  of  the  place,  ana  of  the  pei-sons  that  are  here  as* 
sfmbled.  • 

It  is  a  saying,  and  a  rule  of  tlie  wisest  kinge  that  ever  Iit- 
cd,  ubi  multa  coneilia,  ibi  salus  populi ;  and  it  is  the  direc- 
tion df  ihe  wisest  kinge  nowe  livinge,  that  a  common  coun* 
cell  shal  be  hdiden  at  diis  tynie,  and  at  this  place  for  the 
common  good  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

SrcH  common  councells,  or  asseniblycs  of  states,  arc 
uauall  in  all  states  and  common  wealthes  in  one  forme  orano- 
ther,  and  in  divers  countryes  are  called  by  divers  names,  but 
vnder  the  English  monarcliie  and  the  French,  which  arc 
the  two  best  tempered  monarchies  in  the  world,  they  are 
called  parliamentes. 

These  porliamentes.  though  they  insist  of  three  difler- 
ent  estates,  the  kinge,  the  nobillitye,  and  the  commons,  yet, 
as  in  musick,  distmct  and  severall  notes  do  make  a  per<i 
feet  harmonye,  so  these  councells  compounded  of  divers  states 
and  degrees  being  well  ordered  and  timed,  do  make  a  perfect 
poncord  in  a  common  wealth,  Nam  quse  harmoiiia  dicitur 
a  musicis  in  cantu,  ea  est  in  civitate  concordia,  saith  Cice- 
ro, and  this  concord  andharmonye  of  hearts,  doth  ever  pro- 
duce the  safetye  and  securetyeof  the  pec^Ie,  which  is  tlie 
aalus  populi  that  Salomon  speakes  of. 

Whereof  there  cannot  bee  a  more  certain  demonstration 
thenthis,  that  these  two  kingdomes,  which  have  been  ruled 
by  these  parliaments  are  nowe  the  most  auntient  imperiall 
monarchyes  of  Cliristendome,  and  are  withall  twoe  of  the 
most  flourishinge  common  wealthes  thiat  are  to  be  seene 
upon  the  fiice  ot  the  earth. 

But  what  doth  this  conceme  this  kingdome  of  Ireland, 
or  What  application  hath  it  to  the  place  and  persons  i)re- 
flwiit  ?  Assuredlye  when  I  speake  of  toe  monamijv  of  Eng- 
land, I  include  the  kingdome  of  Iceland,  "WitluDg  the  cii-de 
of  that  imperiall  crowne. 

For  tlie  kinges  of  England  noe  sooner  were  lordes  of 
Ireland  but  they  made  (A)  a  reall  unyon  of  both  these  king- 
domes,  as  is  QUUiiieBt  by  authentioque  Kcofdsof  the  tyme  of 

kinge 
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kihge  John,  and  kinge  H^r&i.  so  aa  Ireland  becatbe  but  aa  »- 
member,  quasi  membrum  AngUa?)  as  it  is  reserved  by  ail  the 
justices  in  S  H.  7.  It  became  a  member  appendant  and 
belonginge,  as  the  act  of  ftcultyes  28  H.  6.  calles  it  or  uny-, 
ted  and  annexed  to  the  imperiall  crowne  of  the  realme  of 
England,  as  the  statute  of  S3  H.  &.  (which  gave  to  that. 
prince  the  title  of  kinge  of  Ireland)  doth  terme  it. 

And  now  at  this  day<God  be  blessed)  the  subjects  of 
both  realms  have  but  one  Idnge,  which  is  the  renovnied  kinge 
of  England,  and  are  ruled  and  governed  by  one  common  • 
lawe,  vrhich  is  the  just  and  honourable  common  lawe  of 
England;  and  as  tli^re  is  nowe  but  one  common  lawe,  so. 
&r  tlie  space  of  (B)  140  yeares  after  kinge  H.  Sd.  had  taken 
pofisesaion  of  the  lordship  of  Ireland,  there  was  but  one 
parliament  for  both  kingaoms,  which  was  the  ♦**♦♦», 
all  that  tyme,^  But  the  lawes  made  in  the  parliaments  of 
£nglaji4  were*  from  tyme  to  tyme  transmitted  hither  under 
the  great  seale  of  that  kingdome,  to  be.proclaymed,  enroll* 
ed,  and  executed  as  lawes  of  this  reabue. 

I^  this  manner  was  the  great  cliarter  of  the  antient  liber* 
tyes  of  the  English  subjects,  the  statutes  of  Merton  and 
Marlebridge,  sent  over  by  king  John  and  king  H.  3.  the 
statutes  of  Westminster,  the  first,  second^  and  third,  and 
the  statute  of  Gloucester  by  Idnge  Edw.  1.  the  statutes  of 
Lin^olne  and  of  Ybrke  by  kinge  Edw.  8. 

Amowgst  the  rest,  that  of  Westminster  the  second,  and 
that  of  Yorke, .  in  their  several  preambles  do  make  expressa 
mention,  of  the  people  and  lande  of  Ireland  as  well  as  of 
Enffland  where  the  lawes  were  made. 

Ai^L  which  statutes,  together  with  the  warrants  and 
writtes,  whereby  they  were  transmitted;  Mce  finde  enrolled,. 
and  preserved  to  (his  day  among  th^  records  of  this 
(cingdome. 

But  when  then  ?  how  long  since  ?  in  what  kings  raigne 
"was  this  great  common  councell,  this  high  court  of  parlia^ 
ment,  erected  firs(  and  estabiished  in  Ii^nd  ? 

(C)  DofjBTLEs,  though  the  rest  of  the  ordenarye  courts 
of  justice  beganne  with  the  Qrst  plantation  of  the  English^ 
colonyes  here,  yet  the  vrisdome  of  the  state  of  England 
thought  itfitt  to  reserve  the  power  of  makings  lawes  to  the 
parliamentes  of  England  for  man^  yeares  mer. 

So,  as  this  high  extraordinarye  court  was  not  establish^ 
ed  in  Ireland  by  authority  out  ^f  England,  for  many 
yeares  after  in  ths  forme  that  nowe  it  is,  'till .  towarcur 
the  (feclyning  of  kinge  Edward  the  seconds  raigne*  Fer^ 
before  that  tyme,  the  meeUngs  and  consultations  dT  the  great 
lordes,  witti  some  of  the  commons  foi"  appeasing  ot  dis4 
sentioDS  among  diemselves^  though  tkey  t^  caUra  paiiia* 
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nctits  in  die  uitient  annales,  jH  being  widimit  otderfye 
summons  or  formal  proceeding,  are  rather  to  be  called 
parlies  then'parUftments. 

But  by  what  reason  of  state  was  the  state  of  Engiand 
moved  to  establish  this  court  of  paitiameni  in  Iieland  at 
that  tyme? 

AssuREDLTE  this  Gommon-counodl  was  then  insUtuted 
when  Ireland  stood  most  in  neede  of  councell,  for  under 
the  conduct  of  Edward  le  Bruis,  the  Scottish  nation  had 
0¥er  runne  the  whole  realme,  England  had  the  same  enemye 
att  her  badce,  and  the  barons  rebellyon  in  her  bowelis^ 
and  so  being  distracted  in  her  selfe,  could  ^ve  neyther  con-» 
silium  nor  auxilium  to  the  distressed  subjects  here,  so  as 
they  being  left  to  tlieir  owne  strength  and  councell,  did  then 
obteyne  autlioritve  firom  tlie  state  of  England  to  hold  this 
comroon*councelI,of  the  realme  among  ttiemselves,  fer  Ae 
ouenching  of  thatOMnmon  fyer  that  had  almost  consumed 
me  whole  kin^dome. 

And  this  by  the  testemonye  of  the  best  antequaryes, 
if^as  the  first  tyme,  and  first  occacuon  of  institutinge  this 
hiffhe  court  of  parliament  in  Ireland. 

0UT  nowe  wnye  should  I  not  (with  ^ur  lordships  fiiror) 
proceede  furthm*,  and  take  a  briefe  Tiewe  of  the  principal 
parliaments^that  have  ben  holden  in  Ireland  since  that  tyme^ 
and  therein  note  and  observe  what  were  the  motives  irora 
tyme  to  tyme  of  calling  these  common-councells,  and  what 
and  howe  manye  the  {lersons  were,  that  were  wont  to  be 
called  thereunto,  that  it  may  appeare  by  way  of  compari- 
son howe  fitrre  this  parliament  is  like  to  excell  all  former 
parliaments  holden  in  this  kingdome,  not  onelye  in  the  fe- 
fici  tve  of  the  tyme,  but  in  all  there  circumstances  whatsoever. 

Certatkb  it  is,  tfiat  the  incursion  of  the  Scotts,  and 
the  insurrection  of  the  Irish  concurringe  with  it,  and  the  in« 
toUerable  oppression  and  extortion  of  the  great  lordes  of  the 
realme,  under  collour  of  meyntyninge  that  armye,  that 
should  repell  the  one,  and  repress  the  other,  brought  such 
miserye  and  desolation  upon  tnis  li^ide  about  the  latter  end 
of  Edward  the  Sds  raigne,  as  the  English  colonyes  of  the 
provinces,  without  the  Ekifflish  Pale,  fell  for  the  most 
parte  into  such  corruption  of  manners,  as  it  became  a  grea- 
ter labour  to  reforme  them  by  the  lawe,'  than  U>  conquer 
^  their  enemies  by  the  sword. 

Therefore  in  the  beginning  of  the  raigne  of  kins  Edi 
ward  3d.  Sir  Anthony  Liucye  did  summon  and  bora  one 
IMoiiament,  and  Sir  Ralph  UiK}rd  an  other,  and  the  prin-» 
cipal  cawse  of  holdinff  both  these  pirliaments  was  to  repress 
the  insolencys,  and  r^rme  the  abuses  of  they  great  lords  des- 
cended of  ICnglish  nice,  of  which  the  eark  of  Desmond 
%as  the  most  exorbitant  offender. 
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ANi>  after  that  duringe  the  same  kings  raigne.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Rookesby  at  one  tyme,  and  Lyonell  duke  of  Clarence 
at  another,  held  several  parliaments  at  Kilkenny,  which  ten- 
died  to  no  other  end  but  to  reduce  the  degenerate  English 
in  ^Derail  from  the  barbarous  customesof  the  Irish  to  Uieir 
antient  civil  manners,  and  the  obedience  of  their  true  mother 
the  state  of  England. 

After  this  wee  finde  the  same  cawse  stiU  to  contynue, 
of  calling  the  succeedinge  parliaments  in  this  realme  unull 
the  wanpes  of  Lancaster  and  Yorke  began,  which  made  a 
great  alteration  in  both  kingdoms. 

Fob  if  you  look  into  the  parliament  rolles  of  those  tymes 
which  are  meane  betweene  tne  40th  yeare  of  kinge  Edward 
3d  and  the  SOth  yeare  of  kinge  H.  6.  wee  shall  first  fynde 
the  statutes  of  Killkennye  confirmed  in  every  parliament, 
and  then  the  lawes  of  principall  consideration  are  against 
coifine  and  lyverye,  sesse  of  soldiers,  night  suppers,  cumrick, 
ana  the  like  extortions,  and  lewde  customes,  which  the 
Enfflish  had  learned  among  the  Irish. 

&>  as  for  the  space  of  140  yeares  after  the  first  erecting  of 
this  high  court  in  Ireland,  itt  is  apparant  that  never  anye  par- 
liament was  called  to  reduce  the  Irishrye  to  obedience,  or  to 
perfect  the  conquest  of  the  whole  island,  but  onely  to  refbrme 
the  English  colonjes,  that  were  become  de^nerate,  and  to 
letayne  the  soveraigntye  of  the  crowne  of  England  over 
them  onely  and  to  no  other  end  or  purpose. 

But  when  tlie  civill  warre  in  Eiieland  betweene  the  twoe 
hous^esvms  throughlye  kindled,  that  iyerye  constellacion  made 
such  an  impression  upon  this  realme  also,  as  the  nobiUitve 
foUowinge  the  several  &ctions  of  England  fbU  into  the  like 
dissention  here,  which  gave  the  Irish  opportunitye  to  re- 
conquer the  greatest  parte  of  the  English  colonyes,  whoe 
thereupon  f^  into  such  a  relapse  or  barbarisme,  as  the 
fruite  of  the  former  parliaments  was  utterlye  lost,  and  noe 
parte  of  the  realme  but  these  foure  shires  of  the  Pale  left 
under  the  obedience  of  the  laweof  England. 

But  what  did  the  governors  of  tliis  kingdome  then,  when 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  lawe  vras  drawne  into  so  narrowe  a 
compasse?  Did  they  summon  any  more  parliaments,  or  did 
they  omitt  to  call  the  common-councell  of  the  realme,  for 
that  tlie  greatest  parte  of  the  reabne  had  rejected  the  En- 
glish lawe  and  government  ? 

AssuREDLYE^they  were  so  fimrefiom  that  neglecte,  or 
omission,  as  parliaments  were  never  called  so  often,  nor  so 
thick  Q^e  upon  another,  as  in  the  tymes  of  kinge  H.  6.  and 
lunge  Eklward  4th.  for  scarse  there  past  a  yeare  without  a 
paruament,  and  sometymes  twoe  or  three  parliaments  were 
aummoned  and  held  within  thecoinpasseof  ayearev^hichviras 

such 


ttich  a  trouUe  and  charge  to  th^  subject,  As  a  special  lawe 
was  made,  that  there  should  be  but  one  parliament  hdd  in 
H  yeare. 

But  to  what  end  did  they  call  so  xnanye  parliaments, 
what  matters  did  they  handle  in  these  common^councells  ? 
Did  they  consiilte  about  the  recoyerye  of  the  provinces  that 
were  lost?  or  about  fynall  subduynge  of  all  thelrishrye? 
Wee.  finde  no  such  matters  at  all  propounded,  but  wee 
iinde  in  the  parliaments  in  the  roUes  or  that  tyme,  an  ex-* 
fraordenarye  number  of  private  biUes  and  petitions  answered 
and  ordered  in  parliament,  conteyninge  such  meane  and 
ordenarye  matters,  as  but  for  want  of  otlier  business,  were 
not  fitt  to  be  handled  in  so  highe  a  courte. 

And  such  were  the  motives  of  callingc  the  pariiamenta 
in  this  kingdome,  and  the  matters  therein  debat<Ki,  duringo 
(he  warrcs  of  Yorke  and  Lancaster,  and  after  that  likewise 
untill  the  tenth  yeare  of  kinff  H.  7th. 
-^  In  diat  yeare5*which  was  tne  tenth  yeore  after  the  unitynge 
of  the  roses,  as  nowe  it  is  full  ten  yeares,  since  the  unttyn^je 
of  theldngdomcs  under  one  imperiall  crowne.  (A  liappie 
period  of  tyme  wee  hope  for  holdinge  of  a  parliament  in 
^his  kingdome.) 

Ii^  that  yeare  did  Sir  Edward  Poyninges  summon  ami 
holde  tills  famous  parliament,  wherein  doubtles  hee  shewed 
a  lardge  heart,  and  a  gneate  desire  of  a  generall  r^rina** 
tion,  and  to  that  end  procured  many  generall  lawes  to  passe^ 
which  wee  finde  most  profitable  and  ne^essarye  ^r  thecom* 
mon-weale  at  tliis  dfiye. 

Among  the  rest  h^  cawsed  <woe  lawes  to  be  made, 
which  may  rightlye  be  called  le^es  leguin,  being  excellleni 
Ifiwes,  concerninge  the  lawes  tnemseives,  whereof  pne  did 
look  backwarde  to  the  ty me  past,  and  gave  a  great  supplye 
to  the  defect  of  former  ps^rnaments,  by  OHiiimiinge  and 
establishinge  at  once  in  this  realme  all  the  ^t^tut^  formerlye 
made  in  England. 

TitE  otlier  looked  forwanl  to  the  tyme  to  come,  by  pro- 
Tiding  that  from  thencefourih  there  should  be  noe  parli- 
ament hold^n  h^re  untill  the  anpte  whicli  should  be  propound- 
'  ed  were  first  certefied  into  England,  and  approved  by  tho 
kinge  and  his  counccH  there,  and  then  i^tumed  hither  im^ 
der  the  gi^eat  scale  of  that  r^ahne. 

[D  J  This  latter  act  is  that  wee  call  Poynings  act,  and  is  in 
deede  that  act  of  parliament  which  is  a  rule  for  our  parlia- 
^lents  untill  this  daye. 

But  these  acts  past  by  Sir  Edward  Poyninges,  though 

ihey  were  made  and  meant  for  the  generall  good,  and  my^ 

•    indeed  the  first  overture  for  the  general  reformation  that  hath 

followed  since  that  tyine^  yet  ^ould  th^y  not  pioduccsogood 
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uxuX  gre^te  tin  eflkcte  aB  was  intencled  by  those  lawes,  because 
that  more  then  three  partes  of  foure  of  this  Un^dome  at  least 
>'eve  tlien  and  lon|^  after  posaest  by  the  Irish  and  unie- 
formed  English,  which  were  not  answerable  to  the  lawe. 

As  for  tl^  principal!  ])arliainents  which  have  ben  hdden 
since  tliat  tyme,  duringe  the  raignes  of  king  H.  8^  queene 
Marye,  and  queen  Euzabcth,  (tor  kinge  ndward  Gth*  did 
call  noe  Parliament  in  Ireland)  th^y  were  all  summoned 
upon  speciall  and  particuler  occasions,  and  not  fi;r  the  gene* 
ral  settlement  of  tlie  whole  kingdorae. 

For  to  what  end  was  the  parliament  holden  by  tlie  L. 
Leonard  Graye  in  28^.  H.  B^ti.  but  to  attaynt  the  Giral- 
dines,  and  to  abolishe  the  usurped  authority  of  the  pope. 

WiiEBEFORE  did  Sir  Anthonye  St.  Leger  call  tlie  next 
parliament  after  in  58^.  H.  S^i. ;  but  to  invest  tliat  prince  wiUi 
tlie  title  of  kinge  of  Ireland,  and  to  suppresse  the  abbeyes^ 
and  religious  bouses  ? 

To  what  purpose  did  Thomas  Earle  of  Sassex  hold  his 
first  parliament  in  3^.  &  4*^.  of  kingc  Phillip  and  queene 
Marye,  but  to  settle  Leix  and  Oflallye  in  tlie  crowne  ? 

And  his  second  in  the  second  yeare  of  queene  Elizabeth, 
but  to  re-establish  the  reformed  reli(^on  in  this  kingdom  ? 

VIThat  was  the  principal!  cawse  that  Sir  Henry  Sidnef 
held  a  parliament  in  the  xjtli  yeaie  of  queene  Elizabeth,  but 
CO  extinguish  the  name  or  O'Neale,  and  entitle  the  crowna 
to  the  greatest  parte  of  Ulster? 

Amd,  lastlye,  what  was  the  chiefe  motive  of  the  last  par* 
liament  holden  by  Sir  John  Perrott,  but  tlie  attaynder  of 
twoe  great  peeres  of  this  realme,  the  viscount  Balting^as, 
and  the  erle  of  Desmond,  and  for  vestinge  of  dieirlands,  and. 
die  lands  of  their  adherents,  ia  the  aaual  possession  c^the 
crowne  ? 

And  now  havinge  made  sumaije  cpllection  of  die  prin* 
cipall  cawses  of  summoninge  the  former  parliaments,  which 
from  tyme  to  tyme  have  bm  holden  since  tlie  first  instituti* 
on  of  this  high  comrt  in  Ireland,  I  must  not  forgett  to  note 
also  unto  your  lordship,  wliat  and  now  manye  persons  were 
Called  in  former  tymes  to  make  up  the  bodye  of  this  great 
ceuncell. 

For  the  persons  before  the  SS^.  yeare  of  kinge  H.  8.  wee 
do  not  fiode  any  to  have  had  pkce  in  parliament  but  the 
English  of  bbud,  or  English  of  birth  onelev,  fi>r  the  mere 
Irish  in  those  dayes  were  never  admitted,  aswell  because  their 
eouatryes  lying  out  of  tlie  lymittes  of  couutyes,  could  sende 
noe  knights,  and  liaving  neyther  cittyes  nor  boroughs  in 
ihera,  could  sende  noe  burgesses  to  the  parliament ;  besides 
the  state  did  not  then  bold  them  fitt  ta  be  trusted  vrith  the 
eouncell  of  the  realme. 

.    Foa  the  number  since  before  the  31th  yeaie  of  kinge  H.  8» 
when  Meath  wa»  devyded  int9  twM  shijes,  thitrs  were  not 

more 
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more  but  twelve  coubtyes  in  Ireland  besides  the  Kbertjif 
of  Tipperarye;  the  number  of  knights  most  needs  have  ben 
fewe ;  and  smoe  the  anttient  cittyes  were  but  fbure,  and  the 
borouglM  which  sent  burgesses  not  abo?e  thirtye,  the  entire 
bodye  of  the  whole  House  d  Commons  could  not  then 
consist  of  one  hundred  persons ;  and  though  queene  Alary 
did  adde  twoe  shires,  and  queene  Elizabeth  seaventeene  more, 
to  encrease  the  number  of  knightes  in  that  ho wse,  yet  all  did 
not  sende  knights  to  the  pariiament,  for  the  remote  shires  of 
Ulster  return^  none  at  all. 

For  the  lords  temporall,  though  they  are  yet  but  iewe, 
yet  was  the  number  lesse  before  kinge  H.  8.  was  stiled  kinge 
of  Ireland,  for  since  that  tyme  divers  of  the  Irish  noUi- 
litye,  and  some  descended  of  English  race,  have  ben  crea«- 
iea  both  eailes  and  barons. 

And  lasdy,  for  the  bishops  and  archbishope,  though  their 
number  was  greater  then  nowe  it  is,  in  respect  of  the  divers^ 
unions  made  of  later  years,  yet  such  as  were  resident  in  the 
mere  Irish  countryes,  and  did  not  acknowledge  die  kinge  to 
be  their  patron,  were  never  summoned  to  any  parliament. 

And  now,  by  way  of  comparison,  it  may  easielye  appeare 
unto  your  lorcbhip  howe  much  this  first  parliament  nowe 
begunne  under  the  blessed  government  of  our  most  grattous 
kinge  James,  is  like  to  excell  all  former  parliaments,  as 
weU  in  respect  of  the  cawse  and  tyme  of  callii^  it,  as 
of  the  persons  that  are  called  unto  it. 

For  this  partiament  (God  be  blessed)  is  not  called  to  re- 
pelle  an  invasion,  or  to  suppresse  a  rebellion,  or  to  reduce 
degenemte  subjects  to  th^r  obedience.  Itt  is  not  summon- 
ed to  passe  private  biUs  onelye,  or  to  serve  private  tumes, 
or  for  any  one  speciaU  service  for  the  crowne,  though  such 
have  been  the  occasions  and  cawses  of  callinge  the  most 
parte   of  the  formerparliaments. 

But  nowe  since  Grod  hath  blessed  the  whole  island  with 
an  universal  peace  and  obedience,  tocher  with  plentye, 
*  pvillitye,  and  other  folidtyes,  more  then  ever  it  mjoyed 
in  any  former  age  • 

This  generaTcouncellof  he  whole  realme  in  nowe  called 
principaUye  to  confirme  and  establishe  these  blessings  unto 
us,  and  to  make  them  perpetuall  to  our  posterityes.. 

AoAYNB,  this  parliament  is  not  called  in  such  a  broken 
and  miserable  tyme,  that  wee  neede  complayne  in  our  billes 
and  petitions  of  the  miseryes  and  calamityes  of  this  kingdome, 
whereas  the  rolles  of  former  fMirliaments  are  foil  of  such 
complaynts ;  but  it  is  called  as  it  were  in  the  yeare  of  jubi- 
le,  or  upon  the  Saboath  of  this  land,  being  nowe  at  rest 
after  all  her  travayks,  which  lasted  400  yeares  together. 

It  is  called  in  the  tyme  of  greatest  securetye,  and  in  the 
most  joyfliU  and  himpie  tyme  that  ever  did  shine  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  this  kingdome, 
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Agatne,  itt  is  not  called  in  such  a  tyme  M  when  the 
fi>ure  «liires  of  the  Pale  onely  did  send  their  barons,  knigfatet, 
and  burgesses  to  the  parliament,  vAntn  they  alone  tooJie  uiioa 
them  to  make  lawes  to  bind  tlie  whole  kingdome,  neglect- 
ing to  call  the  subjects  residinge  in  other  partes  of  the  realma 
unto  them,  as  appeareth  by  that  parliament  holden  by  the  . 
Tiscount  of  Gommnston,  Which  Sir  Edward  Poyninges^ 
in  the  tenth  yeare  of  kinse  Hen.  7th.  cawsed  to  be  utterlye 
repealed,  and  the  acts  thereof  made  votde,  chiefly  for  tlmt 
the  sumipons  of  pariiament  went  forth  to  the  foure  shires  of 
the  Pale  onely,  and  not  nntoaV  the  rest  of  the  coQUtyes. 

But  it  is  called  in  such  a  tyme,  when  tins ^reale  and  nAgh^ 
tye  lungdome  being  wholye  reduced  to  shire  groimd,  con- 
teyneth  thirty-three  countyes  at  large,  when  all  Ulster  and 
Connaught,  as  well  as  Leinster  and  Mimster,  have  voyces  in- 

Cilianvenlt  by  then*  knights  and  btirgesses,  when  all  the  in- 
bitants  of  tlie  kingdome,  English  of  birdie,  English  of 
bloude,  the  new  British  colonje,  and  die  old  Irish  natrvcs,  doo 
all  meete  together  to  make  lawes  for  die  cotmiioii  ^ood  of 
themselves  and  their  posteritycs. 

To  this  end  his  majestic  hath  most  gratious^ye  and  JusitT 
lye  erected  divers  newe  borouglis  in  sundrje  peites  of  thi^ 
Kingdome.  I  say  his  mairstie  Imth  done  it  most  justlye, 
even  as  his  highnes  himHeue  liath  been  plea^  to  saye,  that 
he  w^s  oblifl[ed  in  justice  and  honor,  to  give  all  his  free 
subjects  of  this  kijigdome  indi£&rent  and  equal  voyces  in 
making  of  their  lawes,  so  as  one  halfe  of  the  subjects  should 
not  mdce  lawes  aloane^  wiiich  sliould  binde  the  other  lialfe 
without  their  consents. 

NEYxnER  is  thig  a  new  or  stmnge  pnpsident,  for  his  ma* 
jestie  doth  but  followe  the  steppes  herein  of  Ms  next  pre? 
decessors  which  went  before  him. 

QuEBNB  Marye  made  twoectnintjes  of  Lerxand  OfCa^ 
lye,  wlicrebv  they  were  enhabled  to  send  knights  to  tlie  |]iarliar 
ment,  but  sfiee  erected  boroughes  in  tliose  hew  countyes  alsoej 
that  they  mi  j(ht  send  burgesses  as  well  as  knights. 

In  queene  Elizabeth's  tyjne,  Sir  Henry  Sidney  mode  sun- 
drye  countyes  in  Connagfit,  iuutiediatelye  before  tlie  par? 
liament,  which  hee  held  in  the  xjth  yeaiT  of  that  cjueene. 

And  after  him  Sir  John  Perrott  did  the  like  in  Ulster, 
neare  about  the  beginninge  of  the  last  parliament  out  of 
tliese  new  countyes,  so  manye  knights  Myre  added  to  the  low- 
er  house,  yet  noe  man  tooke  exception  thereunto. 

This  did  queene  Elizabeth  in  lier  tynip;  whet  h^jth 
kinge  James  doiine  nowe  ?  whereas  the  aueene  had  oniitt- 
ed  to  make  boroughes  ii>  these  newe  f^ountyps,  the  kinge 
hath  nowe  supplyed  that  de&ct,  by  malfjnge  these  now  cor- 
porations wee  speak  ofc  for  whie  should'  all  your  old  shircfi 
Vol-  II,  V       8  R  ^  Imye 


m  APPENDIX. 

have  ciuyes  and  borougbes  in  than,  |mu1  (heae  n^fw  cimiu 
lyes  be  without  them,  or  shall  queene  EUzab^h  be  able  to 
make  a  countye,  and  shall  not  kinge  James  be  able  to  make  tk 
l^rough  ? 

But  what  proportion  is  th^ne  nowe  observed  b^tweena 
the  n  i^ber  of  the  countyes,  that  before  this  tvme  had  noe 
poroughes  in  them,  anq  the  number  of  the  boroughs 
hewely  erected? 

Certenlye  the  number  of  these  new  boroughes  comparer 
fd  with  the  countyes  tliat  nev^r  had  any  burgesses  before  this 
tynie,  doth  carryea  less^  proportion  then  tlie  antient  boroughs 
compared  with  tlie  number  of  the  antient  countyes,  for  in 
those  12  or  13  old  shires,  tV.ere  are  thiftye  cittyes  and  bor- 
p^ighes  at  least,  which  send  citizens  and  bui^gesses  to  the  par? 
liainent. 

Wi^£REA8  for  seaventeene  countyes  at  large,  being 
piore  then  haUe  the  shires  of  the  kingdk)me  which  nad  not 
pne  borough  in  them  before  this  n^w  erection,  his  majestye 
hath  nowe  laielye  erected  but  fortye  n6w  borouglis,  or  theier 
abouts,  which  in  tlie  judgment  pf  all  indifferent  men  must 
needs  seeme  reasonable,  just,  and  honourable. 

Lastlye^  this  parliament  is  called  in  such  a  t3rme,  when 
all  the  lords  spiptuall  and  temporal  do  acknowledge  the  king^ 
of  England  to  be  their  undoubted  patron :  and  when  all  the 
lords  ternpotall  do  appeare  in  an  honerable  fiishion  like  them-r 
fielves,  none  of  them  (God  be  thanked)  claymingeany  such 
priviledge,  as  the  undutifuU  ^rle  of  Desmond  was  wonte 
to  clayme.  that  hee  should  never  be  9ummoned  to  come  with* 
in  any  wialled  towne,  nor  to  any  parliament  or  graund  count 
cell,  but  at  his  o  wne  will  and  pleasure. 

WuEREUFON,  I  may  positively  conclude,  that  this  pre- 
sent parliament  npwe  begun  by  your  lordsliip,  doth  pass^and 
iexcell  all  former  parUaments  that  ever  were  holden  in  this 
Iwingdome,  as  well  in  the  happines  of  the  tyme  wherein  it  is 
called,  and  the  importance  of  th^  cawsefor  which  it  is  called, 
as  in  the  number  and  worthines  of  the  persons  which  are, 
icaUed  thereunto. 

And  this  doubtles  is  a  great  honour  and  happiness  unto 
voir  lordship  above  all  the  fonner  viceroyes  of  thi$  kingdome, 
^or  that  your  lordship  doth  nowe  hold  the  first  parlianient. 
^hat  may  justlve  be  called  a  common  councell^  wherein  all 
the  commons  tliroiighout  the  kin^ome  are  present,  and  have 
Iree  voyces  by  their  knights  ahq  burgesse^ ;  a  fielicitye  and 
a  gloi^e  tli^t  manye  ot  your  predecessors,  zealous  of  the 
reformation  of  this  kingdfpm^,  did  exceediuglye  desire,  but 
could  never  attayne  unto  itt. 

Howe  glad  woujd  Sir  Henrye  Sidney  have  ben  to  have 
seene  this  day ;  he  that  so  much  desired  to  reduce  Ulster, 
l>ut  could  never  pcrfectlj'e  perfourme  it,  what  honor  woulcj 

he 
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tie  have  thought  ituntohtmselfe,  if  he  might  havehel^a  par'* 
liament,  unto  which  that  province  should  have  sent  80  ma- 
nyc  worthy  knights  and  burgesses  as  now  it  doth  ? 

'Howe  joyfufl  would  Thomas  erle  of  Sussex  have  ben,  to 
have  seene  the  statute  h^  cawsed  to  be  made  for  reducuige 
the  Irish  countryes  into  shire  ground,  to  have  taken  so  good 
efiect  as  nowe  it  hath,  since  all  these  countryes  are  now<6 
brought  into  cbuntyes,  and  do  all  send  knights  to  serve  in  • 
this  parliament? 

In  a  word,  Sir  Edward  Poyninges,  in  the  tyme  of  kinge 
H.  7th,  and  Lyonell  duke  of  Clar^ice,  in  Edw.  3d.  his 
tyme,  if  they  could  have  seene  but  halfe  such  an  assemblye  io 
ttieir  {Mirliaments,  would  liave  thought  thcfknselves  happitf 
and  highlye  honored;  and  yet  those  parUaments  holdenby 
them,  are  the  most  famous  parliaments  that  h&ve  ben  fbr^ 
raerly  holden  in  this  kingdome. 

And  truely,  as  your  Iwdship  hath  more  honour  in  this  re-' 
dpect  then  any  of  your  predecessors,  so  I  fna^  justlye,  say 
Mrithout  adulation,  that  your  lordship  hath  merited  this  par- 
ticuler  honor  more  then  any  of  them  that  have  gonne  before 
you. 

For  if  it  be  an  honor  unto  you  to  hcid  such  a  parliament^ 
you  doe  but  reape  the  fruite  of  your  owde  labours,  sinc^* 
yourselfe  principallye  have  prepared  the  waye  to  this  parlia- 
ment, aswell  by  your  marsoall  Vertue  in  tyme  of  warre,  as  by 
your  justice  and  poUicye  yi  the  tyme  of  peace. 

Foe  hath  not  your  lordship  (I  humbly  crave  your  lord- 
ship's pardon,  I  will  not  presume  to^aske  you  the  questi- 
on) but  I  will  aske  these  reverend  prelates  and  noble  lofxlff, 
these  grave  and  learned  judges,  these  wortliie  knights  and 
burgesses,  I  will  aske  them  the  question ;  liatli  not  mis  most 
noble  deputye  ben  a  principal!  author  of  thc^  reformatioa 
of  this  kingdome?  was  not  his  fortitude  one  of  tlie  chiefe 
instruments  for  suppressinge  the  late  rebellion  ?  and  hath  not 
his  justice  since  tliat  tyme  establisht  the  publique  peace  of 
the  kingdome  ? 

Hatm  hee  not  acted  his  parte  so  well  upon  this  theater 
of  honor,  as  noe  man  is  amoitious  to  come  upon  the  sta^ 
after  him,  knowing  it  is  more  easye  to  succeede  him  in  his 
place,  then  to  follow  him  in  his  paynefuU  and  prudent 
course  of  government,  and  that  hee  must  be  as  stronseas 
Hercules  to  undeigoe  the  burthen  that  such  an  Atlas  nath 
borne  before  him  ? 

Nay,  hath  not  himselfe  performed  Hercules  labours  iii 
suppressing  more  monstrous  enormityes  in  Ireland,  then 
Hercules  himselfe  did  destroye  monsters  when  hee  sought 
adventures  over  all  Europe  ? 

I  ASR  E  not  these  questions,  as  if  any  man  here  were  doubt- 
full  or  ignorant  of  his  noble  fertues  and  deserts,  but  as  praise 
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18  nothing  but  a  reflection  of  vertue,  so  should  it  be  deli^eRd 
ratTier  conaCerallye*  then  dSrectlye,  to  avoyde  suspicion  of 
cfirect  flattery,  which  I  knower  your  lordship  lov?eA»  not,  as  I 
Inowe  your  ibrdbhip  needes  it  not. 

NcvFRtHELirss  (fight  honourable  lord)  for  ncrwe  I 
must  convert  my  specche  to  yourloitfchip,  thoujgjh  you  have 
noe  neede  of  my  ptuise,  yet  it  is  moRt  needefuU  m  respect  of 
the  place'  you  hold,  that  your  lorcbhip  should  be  adorned 
iCithjdlpvaise-worthye-vernTcy.  YoU  had  neede  be  a  ver- 
tuous  and  most  worthy  deputy,  since  you  sett  in  the  throne, 
and  reprtscht  the  person  oC  the  most  veftnons  akid  excellent 
kinge  m  the  ^orlo. 

For  he^d'Yset  cfcth  f%!tt  with  die  sword  ofa  kmge,  write 
with  the  pentie  ofa  kinge*;  heediathath  the  justice,  mercye, 
Und  boimtye  ofa  kinge  in  his  liands,  had  neede  be  fumisht 
<>v'ith  those  noble  powers  and  vertues  as  are  fltt  for  the  rule 
and  government  of  a  kingdome,  specially  if  hee  hold  the 
place  of  such  a  kin^,  as  our  most  renownned  and  gratious 
soveraiffne  is,  who  is  the  greatest  and  best  kingp  that  nowe 
raimeth  upon  the  &ce  ofthe  earth. 

I  CALL  himf  the  greatest  kinge,  not  so  much  for  th« 
largeness  and  extent  of  his  terretoryes,  nor  for  the  multitude 
of  his  subjects,  though  hee  be  in  possession  of  three  great 
kingdomes,  and  doth  command  more  martiafT  and  able  meir 
then  miy  kinge  in  Europe  at  this  daye. 

But  I  wilTcall  him  indeede  the  greatest  kinge  for  his  ex- 
ceedinge  great  measure  of  modness  and  vertue,  and  for  the 
gr^t  grace  and  favor  that  his  majestie  suindeth  in  vrith  ihm 
devvtic  majestie  the  Kinge  of  krngs. 

PoR  if  that  man  be*  accompted  the  greatest  subject  of  a 
kingddme  that  is  in  hicheiit  favor  with  a  kinge  upon  earth, 
whie  should  not  tliatkin^  be*  die  greatest  linge  on  earth 
that  IS  in  greatest  fiivor  with  the  Kinge  of  Heaven  ? 

A  FT  D  tliat  our  most  gnittoQs  soveraigne  standeth  in  highest 
favor  with  Ahnightyc  God,  doth  not  onely  appeareby  th« 
mnuraerftbfe  blessings  powred^  from  Heaven  upon  him,  and 
u{x>n  his  kingdomes  for  his  sake,  by  the  spetiall  providence 
and  care  Gotl  hath  aiwayes  had  of  his  sacred  person,  by 
protecting  and  dielivering  htni  from  his  encmyes. 

Agaync,  I  win  caH  his  majestie  the  foestldnge,  for  that 
hee  is<a  most  jirsC  kinge,  and  justice  is  the  best  of  all  king* 
lye  vcitues ;  and  for  that  alaoe  hee  is  a  most  bountefiul 
kingo,  resembling  tlierein  the  devyne  goodncs,  ever  spred- 
dinge  and  communicatinge  his  riches  unto  others,  which 
wee  must  needes  remember  iit  thiis  kingdome,  for  wee^ 
•can't  forgett  it  without  ingratitmlcr,  since  wee  all  knowe 
tlwA  hi*  mti^estie  cloth  not  onely  oxpend  the  whdle  revemi<^ 
«f  this-  landcupnn  it  selfe,  but  spai-es  yearcly  out  of  Englan«l 
•H  great  nHM9c  of  treasure  to  support  the  extcaordBtMiarye 
«  charj;** 
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cIifM]0e  tliereofy  om  of  which  the  greater  number  of  us  her* 
present,  by  enterteynnfents,  pensions,  or  rewards,  do  tasto 
every,  daye  of  his  majesties  bounlye^ 

iLf  ASTLT,  his  majestie  ou^^t  to  be  called  the  best  kinge, 
«swdl  for  his  sweete  indynation  to  peace,  whereby  hee  doth 
make  happie  both  his  owne  domynions,  and  also  his 
meiglibor  Kingdomes  round  about  him. 

As  for  lib  singuler  pietye  and  religion  towards  God^ 
which  is  the  best  and  bi^iest  pmise  tmit  can  be  given  to- 
any  prince. 

But  I  should  launch  fourth  into  a  mayne  sea,  that 
hathneyther  bottome  nor  shoare,  if  I  should  proceede  fur* 
ther  in  the  praise  of  such  a  prince,  whose  worthynes  ex- 
ceeds all  degrees  of  comparison;  itt  is  a  theame  to  highe  aixl 
to  ko^  for  mee  to  handle,  itt  becometh  mee  better  to  give 
thank»dien  pravse. 

> .  Anb,  theretore,  I  will  conclude  with  most  humble 
tfaankes,  first  unto  Almightye  God  for  giving  us  such  an 
excellent  kinge;  then  unto  our  most  gratious  kmge  for 
appoyntinge  uss  o  worthye  a  deputye ;  and  lastiye,  unto 
our  noble  deputye  for  all  his  good  services  and  endea-^ 
vours  tendinge  so  much  to  the  honor  of  God  and  tha 
kin£e,  and  the  general  good  of  the  whole  kingdome. 

And  now  I  descend  unto  these  humble  petitions  which 
I  am  to  make,  &c. 

Wherein  he  moit  hamblye  requested  ilud  the  atUient  rights 
and  priviledges  of  the  House  ofCommonSj  in  freely  delvcet'^ 
ing  their  speech  and  mindes,  and  of  being  free  from  arresty 
€U  well  themsehes  as  their  servanis^  duringe  the  tyme  of  Par* 
liamenty  might  be  kepi  whole  and  untouched;  and  if  that  in 
anye  thinge  not  well  by  them  understood^  they  should  hap-- 
pen  to. offend^  hee  requested  feace^  as  well  for  himselfe  as  for 
the  resty  to  hate,  access  unto  his  lordship. 


NOTES  on  the  foregoing  Speech. 

[A]  Areatunionj  Sfcl  Ik  the  History  of  Ireland  during  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  I  have  endeavoured  to'estabilsh  this  po- 
sition ;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  find  my  own  sentiments  ooa- 
firmed  by  so  great  an  authority.  Molyneux  (in  his  Case  of  Ireland, 
&e.)  contends,  that  by  the  donation  of  Ireland  to  John,  *i  it  was  roost 
**  eminently  set  apart  as  a  separate  and  distinct  kingdom  ;-»-that  the 
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**  regality  of  Ifdand  was  wholly  and  separately  rested  ?n  Jobn,  Ibe- 
**  ing  absolately  granted  to  bim  without  any  reiservation."  Bot  we 
have  already  seen  (Vol.  I.  p.  199.)  that  the  subjects  of  Ireland,  in 
consequence  of  this  donation*  were  bound  not  only  to  John  and  hia 
heirs,  but  ako  tcrthe  king  and  his  heirs ;  and  that  in  the  grants  ct  earl 
Johnduring  the  reign  of  Richard  the  First,  the  lord  of  Ireland  excepts 
those  tilings  which  peWafn  to  the  cvown,  (Vol.2,  p.  154.)  In  hia 
grant  to  the  canons  of  Saint  I'bomas  the  Martyr  in  Dublin,  bis  ex- 
pressions are,  "  Volo  etiam  et  iirmiter  prscipio,  quod  pnedicti  cano- 
**'  nici  habeant  unum  burgagium  liberum  et  quietum  ab  omnibus  oon- 
**•  suetudinibus,  et  talla^is  et  omnibus  deroandis,  ^r^tbr  actionbs 
**  ET  placita,qu;e  spectant  ad  aegiah  Coronam/'  (Rot.  Antiq. 
penes  Comit.  Midiae. 

But  this  idea  of  a  strict  and  inseparable  connexion  originally  in- 
tended between  the  two  kingdoms,  cannot  be  more  clearly  expressed 
than  by  the  words  of  the  grant  made  to  prince  Edward  in  the  38th 
year  of  Henry  III.  The  king  grants  Edward—"  tetany  terrara  Hi« 
**  bemiae,  exceptis  civitatibus  Dublin  et  Limerici^,  &c.  totam  eomita- 
"  tem  Cestris  cum  Castris  et  villis, — :una  cum  conquestu  Wallie  in 
**  iinibus  illia,---et  totam  villam  Bristol  cumcastello,  &c.*' — ^withop* 
•  express  restriction,  with  respect  to  the  English  as  well  as  Irish  tet'rito- 

riesyboth  of  which  are  considered  as  indiscriminately  and  equally  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  England.*— '^  Ita  tamen  quod  pnedictae  tenrsa 
^  et  castra  omnia  nunquam  separentur  a  Corona  ;  et  quod  nullus« 
**^  ratione  istius  donationis  eidem  Edwardo  facte,  aliquid  juris  vel 
**  clamei  aliquo  tempore  sibi  vendicare  possit ;  sed  integre  mansant 
*'  REOiBus  AvQUx  IN  PBRPBTuuM."    (Rymcr.  torn.  i.  p*  fiOl.) 

[B]  For  the  space  of  140  years,  ^c]  According  to  this  assar^ 
tion,  the  aulgecta  of  Ireland  had  no  great  councils,  or  parliaments  of 
their  own,  until  tllB  eigltth  ot  ninth  year  of  the  reisn  of  Edward  the 
Second.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  contended,  that  llenry  the  Second, 
besides  the  appointment  of  counties,  **  of  sheriff,  and  of  other  offi<* 
cers  necessary  for  the  execution  of  English  laws,"  gave  the  new  set- 
tlers of  Ireland  what  i^  called  Modus  tenendi  paru amenta.  (See 
Molyneux'  Case,  &c.  p.  26.) — The  authenticity  of  the  record  exhi- 
bited as  this  Modus,  is  indecxi  liable  to  many  objections ;  yet  there  is 
some  evidence,  that  tlie  English  settled  in  Ireland  held  tlieir  great  or 
general  councils,  even  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second ;  for,  a  sta- 
tute of  Henry  Fitz-Empress  is  recited  in  an  Irish  act  of  narliaraentf 
%  Richard  HI.  and  conturnied  and  ratiiied  by  this  act.  Nor  do  we 
V  want  evidence  of  great  councils  in  Ireland  much  earlier  than  the  time 

^  assigned  by  Sir  John  Davis  for  the  commenc^nent  of  them.  In  the 

HSxh  year  of  Henry  III.  the  king,  in  order  to  obtain  aid  against  the 
king  of  Castile,  orders  a  great  council  to  be  formed  in  Ireland,  by  a 
convention  of  prelates,"^ *^  cum  aliis  magnatibus  terrs  Hiberniae.'^ 
(Rymer.  torn.  i.  p.  497.)  About  the  year  1295,  or  to  speak  more  pre- 
cisely, not  later  than  the  year  1303,  it  appears  from  a  record  in  the 
Black- Book  of  Christ  Church,  Dublin,  that  a  grand  council  or  parli- 
ament was  held  in  Ireland  (the  proceedings  of  which  have  been  al- 
ready specified,  (Vol.  I.  p.  53.)  and  diis  with  form  and  solemnity. 
The  record  saitb,  <*  Justiciarius  hicde  communi  consilio  domini  regis 
'*  in  hac  terra,  ad  paoem  firroius  atabiliendam,  ordinavit  &  atatuit  ge- 

«•  n«rale 
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*^  rale  parliamentam  hie  ad  hunc  diem.  £t  mandatum  fuit  archiepui* 

**  oopi^iy  episcopis,  abbatibus,  et  prioiibiks,  quorum  pnesentia  videtur 

**  ad  hoc  ease  oeceaBana,  necnoa  ct  comitibua,  barombus,  6e  aliia  opti?  , 

*'  matibui*  (eme  hujus,  videlicet  unicuique  eorum  pro  se,  quod  eaaetit 

*'  hie  ad  hunc  diem.  Etnichilominufl,  prseceptum  fuit  vice-comitibus 

**DubliniaD,  Louethie,  JCidarise,    Waterfordie,  Katherlagh,  Kil-* 

**  kenniaey  &  Uitonia  quod  unU8quiM|iie  eorum  pro    se,  videlicet 

**  vice-oomei  in  pAeno  comitatu  suo,  et  aeueacalius  in  plena  curia  eu^ 

**  libertatLs  bus,  per  essensom  comitatus  sui,  seu  libertatis  elioi  fa? 

**  ceret,  nuoit  de  probioribus  et  diacredonibus  Militibus  de  singulia 

*'  comitatibuB  et  hbertatibusy  qui  hie  nunc  interessent,  plenam  potesr 

**  tatem  liabentes  de  tota  communitate  comitatus  &  Hbertatis  ad  faci- 

**  endum,  &c»" — Surely  we  have  here  an  instance  of  a  great  council, 

which  Davis  himself  ivould  apknowledge  to  be  a  parliament,  and  not 

a  PARLEY,  earlier  than  the  eighth  year  of  Edward  the£lccond. 

That  the  subjects  of  Ireland  considered  the  assombiing*  and  deli« 
berating  among  th^mselves  on  all  national  affairs,  as  their  right  an4 
privilege  established,  and  expressly  stipulated,  on  their  first  settle^ 
ment,  we  have  a  clear  proof  in  the  curious  record  annexed  to  vol.  I. 
(see  Appendix,  No.  %)  "  We  are  not  bound,"  say  the  cleigy  of 
AnnagQ,  **  according  to  the  liberties,  privileges,  laws,  and  customs 
^'  of  the  church  and  land  of  Ireland,  to  elect  or  to  send  any  of  our 
*'  clergy  to  the  parts  of  England,  unto  parliaments  or  oonncils  to  be 
•*  held  m  England." — "  Weare  not  bound  "  sailh  thesheriffof  Loutli, 
•'  agreeably  to  the  rights,  privileges,  lilierties,  laws,  and  customs  of  this 
**  land  of  Ireland,  from  tlie  time  of  the  cpnqu^t  pf  the  same,  ancj 
^*  hitherto  used,  to  elect  or  send  any  persons  from  the  said  land,  to 
**  parliaments  or  councils  to  be  hold  in  England,  to  treat,  consult, 
•*  and  agree,  as  this  writ  requires."  And  according  to  the  extracts  of 
this  record  which  I  found  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  answer  of  the 
county  of  Dublin  was  equally  decisive  and  explicit.  The  upbles  and 
commons  of  this  county  declare  with  one  voice,  "  According  to  the 
**  the  rights,  priviliges,  lil)ertics,  laws,  and  custpms  of  tho.  land  of 
**  Ireland  enjoyed  from  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  the  said  land,  we 
**  are  not  bound  to  send  any  persons  from  the  land  of  Ireland  to  the 
**  parliament  or  council  of  our  lord  the  king  in  Englan4."  And  these 
rights  and  piviliges  they  claim  in  consideration  *^  of  the  burdens 

♦•  they  had  borne,  and  still  do  bear,  &c." Su<-h  xyorc  the  ideas  of 

the  subjects  of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Edward  HI, 

The  accurate  researches  of  Mr.  Lodge  furnish  us  with  declarations 
etill  nkore  explidtf  In  the  32d  year  of  Henfy  the  Sixth,  a  parliameut 
of  Ireland,  asserts  that  **  all  the  lii^e  people  of  Ireland  had,  and 
**  used  to  hold  parliaments  without  interruption,  from  the  conquest 
••  of  the  said  land  by  the  most  noble  king  Henry  Fitz-Empress,  to 
•*  the  present  time."  And  in  a  certified  bill  (Pa.  Rol  19  Hen.  VI.) 
it  is  recited,  that  ^*  the  land  of  Ireland  is  your  lordship*s  of  olde  tyme, 
♦*  annexed  to  your  crown ;  in  tfce  which  land,  ye  and  all  your  proge- 
**  niters,  spm'etyme  kings  of  England  and  lords  of  Ireland,  of  the 
*'  tymethat  none  myn  renueth  have  had  courtes,  that  is  to  say,  Chan, 
**  eery,  Kipge^s  Benche,  and  Eschequer ;  and  other  courtes  reall,  that 
**  is  to  say,  parliaments  and  greate  counseillee."  It  is  also  remarkable 
that  the  hrst  printed  statutes  of  the  Irish  legiahitiu'e  were  made  in  the 
third  year  of  Edward  the  iSecond,  at  a  time  when  Sir  John  DuvIb 
asserts  that  the  high  court  pf  parliameut  hud  no  existence  iu  Ireland. 

M    ■ 
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[C]  Dovbdes  though  Uie  rei$,  Sfc.']  Iv  the  foregoing  note  er- 
fuinents  have  been  o&red  to  brore  that  this  is  a  mistaken  asaerttoa* 
>  however  peremptorily  delivered.    And  I  venture  to  express  my  sus* 

pidon,  that  this  idea  of  die  speaker,  that  ^  the  wisdom  of  the  state 
**  of  England,  thought  it  fit  to  reserve  the  power  of  making  laws  td 
'*  the  parliaments  of  fSagland,^'  is  modem,  and  not  suited  to  the 
times  of  which  be  treats.  In  these  times  we  discover  no  traces  of 
any  refined  speculation  about  dependency,  subordinatioo,  &e.  Prin* 
ces  and  statesmen  indolently  rested  the  right  of  dominion  in  Irdand, 
on  the  grant  of  pope  Adrian  even  to  the  days  of  the  Relbrmalion. 
In  consequence  of  this  pereuasion,  we  find  that  Richard  the  Second, 
in  the  indentures  o(  the  Irish 'chiefUinsi  made  the  penalties  on  <be 
violations  of  their  treaty,  jpayable  in  the  Apostolical  chamber.  In 
^he  reign  of  Henry  the  Fittfi,  the  English  of  Ireland  petitioned  the 
kin^  that  the  pope  should  be  solicited  to  support  bis  grant,  by  pub- 
lishing a  crusade  against  the  rebellious  Irish.  In  the  seventh  year 
pf  Edward  the  Fourth,  an  Irish  pwirliament  formally  asMrta  the  grant 
pf  Adrian,  and  founds  the  sdgniory  of  Ireland  on  this  giant.  Hen- 
ry the  Seventh  addressed  himself  to  pope  Alexander,  requesting 
that  he  would  fulminlite  his  censures  against  the  insurgents  of  Ire* 
land,  as  if  the  holy  see  was  equally  affected  by  their  rebeilions,  as 
the  crown  of  England.  Nor  was  it  till  the  eleventh  year  of  Elizabeth 
that  an  Irish  parliament  learned  to  derive  the  right  of  dominion  in 
Ireland  from  kingOurmonde  and  king  Belin. 

Nor  in  these  esrly  days  were  the  subjeots  of  either  country  jea- 
lous of  the  rights  of  k^slation.  Both  in  England  and  Ireland,  thn 
attendance  on  parliaments  was  deemed  a  burden.  The  English 
were  generally  too  inattentive  to  the  affiiirs  of  Ireland,  to  reserve  or 
assume,  or  claim  any  power  of  regulating  the  infant  settlements. 
The  suligects  of  Ireland  had  received  the  English  law  as  their  stipu- 
kted  right,  and  a  right  repeatedly  confirmed  to  ihetn.  Th^  never 
conceived  the  transinission  of  such  statutes,  at  least,  as  decUied  or 
explained  the  law*  as  an  infringement  of  their  right.  They  some* 
times  solicited  them;  they  received  them  gladly,  they  adopted  them 
in  their  councilst  they  promulged  them  in  their  cities,  ana  enrolled 
them  in  their  courts,  without  ever  sorutinissing  the  authority  by  which 
they  were  originally  enacted  in  another  place. — ^1  presume  not  to  enter 
into  the  dincttssion  of  any  critical  or  obnoxious  questions  in  law  or 
politics.  I  mean  but  to  assert  that  such  questions  were  not  agitated 
}n  these  eariv  periods. 

Nor  is  the  change  wrought  by  time  in  the  ideas  and  sentiments 
of  a  people  wholly  unworthy  ot  regard.  Mr.  Prynne  discovered 
H  writ  whereby  several  lords  of  Ireland  |vere  in  tfiejpi^tb  ytmrof 
Edward  II.  summoned  to  a  parliament  at  Westminister.  (8ee 
Animad.  p.  ^60.)  He  was  scandali^  at  the  discovery  ;  he  insist* 
ed,  that  they  were  9ummQne4  only  as  CQinmissiqners  or  agents,  not 
as  members  of  parliament:  **•  because,"  saith  he»  **  the  writ  dotk 
**  not  contain  the  fiddition  of  ve^/rum^^  OOHstViif  y?i  impeitwn^  added 
**  tp  all  wri|s  of  summons  to  prelates  and  t«n)poral  lords  who  are 
f<  noembers  pf  parliament,  ana  to  all  the  king^s  oounse!  sunuuoned 
**  as  assistants.  But  the  insertion  of  these  words  doth  not  seem  to 
l^ve  been  establish^  i^t  this  tiipe,  l^y  ancient  ^od  uniform  usage,  ai 
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esaentialto  a  writ  of  summons.  In  the  23d,  in  the  SOth,  in  the  33d 
of  Edw.  I.  in  the  second  of  Edw.  II.  and  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
same  reign,  we  meet  with  undoubted  writs  of  summons  which  have 
not  these  momentous  words. .  (See  Dugdale's  Summons  to  Parlia- 
ment) Mr.  Prynne  doth  not  explain  how  agents  or  commissioners 
should  be  called  from  Ireland  by  the  king,  to  treat  aiid  confer  not 
only  on  the  state  of  their  own  country,  but  also,  de  cdiU  negoHiB  ar» 
dtas  et  urg^ntibus  nos  corUingerUibus,  His  records  might  have  in- 
formed him»  that  in  the  second  year  of  this  very  reign,  a  bishop* 
elect  of  Dublin,  received  his  wnt  of  summons  to  a  parliament  at 
Westminster,  as  a  bishop,  and  with  other  bishops,  (see  Dugdale 
Sumrn.  to  Pari.)  The  honour  which  Prynne  denies  the  subjects  of 
IreJand  they  were  not  in  these  days  solicitous  to  claim,  it  now 
x^peara,  that  they  r^arded  it  not  as  an  honour,  but  a  grievance :  and 
it  was  even  esteemed  a  hardship  that  a  lord  of  England,  accidental- 
ly residing  in  Ireland,  should  be  summoned  from  thence  to  apar- 
bament  or  Snglaod.  Thus  it  appears  from  a  Close  Roll,  9.  Bidw. 
II.  that  the  king  omitted  Roger  Mortimer  of  Wigmore  in  his  first 
writs  of  summons  to  a  parliament  at  Lincoln,  because  he  was  id 
Ireland:  but  understanoing  he  had  come  to  Enghind,  he  command- 
ed Mortimer  by  a  special  writ  to  attend  this  parliament,  prwnded  he 
woM  not  to  retom  to  Irdand  before  its  meeting.  (See  PrynneV 
Animad.  p.  261.) 

(D)  **  Thw  loUer  ad  u  that  we  call  Poynings'  Act  ;  and  t« 
indeed^  Sfc)  The  object  and  purpose  of  this  famous  law,  and  the. 
reasons  for  enacting  it,  may  be  collected  with  sufficient  ease  from 
the  history  of  Irish  a&irs,  particularly  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VI. 
Edward  iV.  and  the  first  years  of  Henry  Vlf. 

It  hath  already  appeared,  that  the  ordinance  of  the  reign  of  £d- 
vrard  II.  for  holding  annual  parliaments  in  Ireland,  conferred  no 
new  right,  but  only  directed  that  these  assemblies,  hitherto  con- 
Toned  oocasionally,  should  for  the  future  be  held  every  year:  but 
mt  the  same  time,  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  apprehended  from  too 
frequent  meeting,  that  they  should  be  held  m  every  year,  otrcB. 
That  the  expression  is  to  be  understood  in  this  restrictive  scnstf  ap* 
pean  from  the  preamble  of  an  Irish  act,  ^  Hen.  VI.  which  declares; 
**  that  the  custom  of  Ireland  is,  and  hath  been  time  out  of  memory^ 
**^  that  no  lieutenant,  deputy,  justice,  or  other  governor,  shall  ap- 
**  ^int,  support,  or  hold  any  parliament,  more  than  once  a  year." 
This  |>reanible  shews  that  the  appointment  of  these  parliaments  was 
from  time  immemorial,  by  the  cnief  govemor :  nor  can  we  contro- 
vert the  recital  of  anoUier  Irish  act,  11  Eliz.  That  before  the  statute 
of  Pojrninra  Hberttf  toas  gwen  to  the  governors  to  call  parliamenta 
al  thor  pkasure.  Wh^er  this  was  an  incautious  deviation  firom 
ancient  usage,  or  whether  the  liberty  was  originally  entrusted  to  the 
discretion  of  governors,  seems  not  necessary  to  aetermine.  It  was 
exercised  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  fi-equently  in  the  reigoA 
of  Hen.  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  and  bills  were  pased  or  rejected 
by  assent  or  dissent  of  lords  deputies,  delivered  in  the  royal  style^ 
without  any  previous  communication  with  the  king. 

The  inconveniences  of  this  usage  were  severely  felt  by  the  Irish 
subjects.    In  the  first  place^  chief  governors  spumed  at  the  re- 
striction of  coBYW^g  only  Qiie  parliament  in  a  year,  and  when 
Vol.  U.  98  the 
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tjie  purposes  of  their  faction  were  to  be  served,  they  soiamcNied  »••. 
Veral  parliiiiiients  from  the  disuict  to  which  their  power  was  oonfin- 
cdy  at  the  iutcrval  of  a  few  months.  Such  frequent  attendances 
^ere  intolerable  to  thos^,  who  were  sure  to  hay^  their  lands  ravaged 
by  the  Irish  enemy,  during  their  absience  in  the  capital,  ot.  residence 
of  the  deputy.  1  h^  ancient  usag^  was  therefore  necessaiily  rerived 
by  a  statute  34  Hen,  A'^I.  which  declared,  **  that  if  need  required 
**•  that  of  necessity  one  parliament  or  great  council  shall  be  had  be« 
*'  fore  the  governor  of  the  land  for  the  time  being,  that  for  the 

V  future  there  shall  be  summoned  but  onb  parliament  or  ^reat  coun* 
**  cil  withal  oNB  year;  an^  if  t^e  chief  governor  for  the  time  being, 
**  should  causf  the  king's  writs  to  issue,  to  have  one  other  pariia- 
**  ment  or  great  council  within  the  said  year,  that  ^en  it  snail  be 
**:  Uwful  for  those  who  are  summoned  to  absent  themselves,  and  not 
'*  to  come  to  the  said  parliament  or  council  so  summoned  without 
*'  incurring  any  damage  or  loss :  and  that  any  tbing  done  in  sach 

V  pariiam^t  or  great  council  shall  be  void  and  held  oS  no  eflfoct,  by 

V  authority  o^  this  parliament.'-' 

But  as  tlus*-\va9  only  a  temporary  ordinance,  to  oontinne  for 
three  ^ears,  the  abuse  wasspe^ly  revived:  and  a  new  and grie«* 
yous  mconvenience  was  experienced  frqni  freciuent  parliaments. 
They  oppressed  the  subjects  by  taxes  re[3eatedly  imposed,  and  sub* 
fiidira  exacted  at  the  pleasure  pf  rapacious  governors.  The  sub^ 
jects  sought  redress  froio  the  throne ;  and  in  the  nineteenth  year  o( 
|)dward  IV.  the  king  direct^  '*  that  in  no  parliament  to  be  hblden 
*' hereafter  the^shafl  no  subsidy  be  axed,  ne  granted  in  the  same 
*'  upon  the  commons,  ne  levied  but  one  in  a  yere,  whiche  shall  not 
**  exrede  the  extent  of  seven  hundred  mark,  as  hath  been  accustom- 
<ed.V  ' 

TiiBSB  royal  instructions,  were  slightly  regarded  by  factious  lords ; 
nor  were  statutes  made  by  former  deputies  considered  as  of  die  least 
validity,  when  some  nvat  succeeded  to  the  ^vemment  What  had 
been  enacted  in  one  parliainent,  was  rescmded  in  another ;  and 
in  both,  the  partiality,  the  jealousy,  the  revenge  of  a  ruling  factioo[ 
dictated  the  law.  Such,  particularly,  was  the  state  of  Irian  legis- 
lation dui  ing  the  contest^  of  Yorkists  and  Lancastrians :  till  at  length 
different  assemblies  convened  at  the  same  time,  and  each  assuming 
the  authority  of  a  constitutional  parliament,  4ifi(tracted  the  suljects 
t>y  their  diiibrcnt  statutes,  and  forced  them  for  relief  and  direction 
to  the  throne,  their  usual  refuge  from  the  Violences  of  their  mat 
(ords.  (Vide  vok  \l.  p.  66.)  To  complete  their  gnevfii|pes,  an  Irish 
parliament  was  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  convened  by  the 
authority,  and  in  tlie  name  of  «^  mean  pretender  to  the  throne,  enact* 
ed  its  statutes  to  maintain  his  interest,  and  thundered  its  veiigeanoe 
against  his  opposers  (voL  II.  p.  81.)  The  suppression  of  this  ad- 
venturer produced  new  laws  tor  mortifying  and  punishing  his  adhe* 
rents,  l^ese  inflamed  their  resentments,  tod  provoked  their  oppo- 
sition ;  and  rivi^'  assemblies  again  'made  it  doubtful  in  whose  hands 
the  legislative  power  was  rightfully  deposited. ' 

Tub  udmiavstration  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings  was  intended  and 
calculated  for  reforpiing  abuses,  and  connecting  the  Irish  sobjects 
more  closely  with  the  crown,  from  which  they  had  indeed  been  de- 
tailed and  ebtrang^.    This  governor  found  them  still  8fflartin| 
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With  itie  eviU  o£  many  yeais  of  tacAon  and  confusion.  He  foond 
them  just  reconciled  to  the  reigning  priaoe,  and  en^  to  atone  for 
their  late  revolt  He  had  address  to.  improve  these  dispositions :  and 
in  the  sudden  violence  of  real  or  aflfecied  loyalty  they  hastily  em« 
braced  the  first  device  that  was  suggested;  i6  prevent  the  vd^ations 
they  themselves  had  expprienosd*  and  to  secure  the  interests  of  the 
crown  from  any  future  competition  in  Ireland.  An  Irish  house  of 
commons  requested,  and  at  their  request  it  was  eilacted,  tha'  £pom 
a  certain  time,  **  no  parliament  he  holden  herea^  in  the  Und  of 
*^  Ireland,  but  at  such  season  as  the  king^s  lieutenant  and  council 
**  there  first  do  certify  theking,  under  the  great  seal  of  that  lancL 
^  the  causes-and  oornddcrations,  and  all  such  acts  as  them  seemeth 
<*  should  pass  in  the  same  parliaments,  and  snch  causes,  considers- 
**  tion,  and  acts  affirmed  by  the  king  and  bis  council  to  be  good  an<i 
^  expedient  for  that  land,  and  his  licence  thereupon,  as  weli  in 
^  amrmatioQ  i>f  the  said  causes  and. acts  as  to  summon  the  said  par- 
'**  liament,  under  hiis  great  seal  of  Bnglandhad  and  obtained:  that 
**  done  a  parliament  to  be  had  and  holden,  after  the  form  and  eflTect 
««  afofo  fehearsed."  (Vide  Poynings'  Statute  atlarge»  vol.  II.  p. 
108.) 

In  consequence  df  this  statute  the  paJrliamentary  business  of  Ire^ 
land  was  conducted  in  a  manner,  of  which  the  people  entertained  no 
jealousy:  for  by  securing  the  authority  of  the  crown,  it  circumscri- 
bed tl^  power  of  the  Irish  chief  governor,  which  ex{ierience  had 
taught  them  to  regard  as  dangerous.  The  privy  council  called  the 
lords  and  gentry  of  the  Pale  into  consultation  whenever  a  parlia- 
ment was  to  be  eonVened.  They  agreed  on  the  laws  proper  to  be 
enacted:  these  were  dmwn  up  in  form,  comninnicatedtotheking, 
and  by  him  transmitted  under  the  great  seal,  to  be  laid  beCbre  the 
parliament,  and  there  debated,  accented,  or  rejected.  The  share, 
which  the  locds  and  gentry  of  the  Pale  took  in  propounding  and 
prepaiiog  these  laws  in  conjunction  with  the  council,  was  by  custonk 
estwlished  into  a  kind  of  right  At  Isnst  when  it  was  first  denied 
them,  inth6  yaar  191^  they  cUunoured  loudly  against  the  dauge^ 
rous  innovation.    Vide  voL  II.  p.  443.) 

But  this  statute  of  Poynings  was  not  so  explidt  as  to  prevent  all 
controversy  abodt  its  real  import  andpurpbse.  **'  I>iverde  and  sundry 
ambiguities  and  doubts,*'  We  are  assured  ards^  on  its  true  meatiiiig. 
(Vide  Explain.  Stat  3  &  4  Ph.  ft  Ma.)  They  who  were  most 
tenacious  of  the  rights  of  legislation,  found  some  reason  to  assert, 
that  this  statute,  in  effect,  prescribed  nojthing  more  tha^  the  eondi-* 
tions  peviously  necessary  to  the  assembling  an  Irish  |krliament 
They  confessed  that  no  pariianlent  was  to  be  nolden^  until  the  certi« 
fications  and  transmissions  prescribed  by  the  law  of  Poynings  were 
first  made:  but  as  the  law  contained  n6  express  provision  that  the 
pnrKamflDt  thus  assembled  should  tneat  oitlt  of  the  aets  transmitted* 
and  voirx  otbbss,  theyr  inferred,  that  a  parliament  once  summoned 
by  royal  fioence,  was  still  at  Uberty  to  treat  not  only  of  the  articles 
Submitted  to  them  by  the  crown,  but  of  any  other  points  which  they 
should  judge  necessaij  for  the  oommon-weaL 

Thst  who  a£fected  greatest  zeal  for  govemmont  conteiid^  on  the 
•dwr  hand,  that  the  intention  of  this  law  was  nothiDg  less  than  to 
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confine  Ae  IriA  legitkture  to  those  fjoinli,  wlucii  ihnU  ke  ttm^ 
mitted  from  th»lhroae  preneue  to  their  MgemUy. 

Orasmt  agam  epieMd«  thet  the  d»ject  of  PoyniDfp^kw  ««•  not 
ooly  toiimicthe  power  of  a  cfaiof  governor,  in  wwnwing  narlia- 
roente  at  hia  pleasure,  iMit  to  present  his  procsno^or  asseatin^  to 
any  hiws>  or  which  the  orown  had  not  heea  previoaAy  iafenmd. 
and  which  it  had  not  judyd  eipedispt  to  he  estebiahed,    They  al- 


lowed the  right  and  neoessity  of  nuddngnew  provisiaDs  for  the  l ^ 

eubseauent  to  the  meeting  of  puiiament,  hot  these,  they  oontendnd, 
should  be  first  certified  to  the  long,  in  order  UKnaswer  the  full  p«r- 
pose  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings*  stetuta 

Ann  in  the  intemd  between  the  10th  of  Hen.  VIL  end  the  8d 
of  Phihp  and  Mary,  we  find  the  usage  of  Irish  perhaments  oon- 
formiag  at  different  times  to  each  of  mme  diiierani  intsrpreutions. 
Sometimes  the  legislature  instead  of  oonfintng  themsslvas  to  enact- 
ing or  rejecting  the  laws  transmitted  for  deliherstion,  took  the  hherty 
of  modelling  them  aocxxding  to  their  own  notions  of  expediency  ; 
k  liberty  countenanced  and  ajkiwed  by  the  crown ;  for  failb  were 
transmitted  (I  apeak  from  the  authority  of  Mr.  Lodfe)  wiih  blanks 
relative  to  times,  places,  and  numbers.  Sometimes  indeed  they  exr 
ercised  this  Kberty  with  caution  and  deGarenoe.  Thus  a  subsidy  hill, 
M  Hen.  VII.  had  been  (ramed  with  so  little  attention  to  any  (ban 
prescribed,  that  the  parliament  deemed  it  oeoassary  to  sid^Qin  a  pro- 
vision, that  the  king  should  at  bis  pleasure  revoke  or  reform  it,  if  he 
diiilikcd  the  whole  or  any  part  Additions  were  also  fraquantly  ia* 
sorted  in  transmitted  bills  without  oontroul.  Thus  to  mention  no 
Oilier  histanccs,  the  proviso  to  the  act  28  Hen.  Vlil.  for  suspenaioa 
ot*  Poyningtf'  law,  was  added  by  the  psflisment  without  previous 
licence.  *       . 

But,  not  contented  with  the  addition  of  particular  ebnues,  par- 
liaments once  convened,  assumed  the  power  of  framing  and  passing 
bills  never  transmitted.  Here  indeed  we  find  the  crown  sometinaes 
interposing,  objecting  to  such  bills  ss  out  of  couise,  and  directing 
that  they  should  be  revoked.    (Dors.  Bot.  Cana  Si  Hen.  VIU.) 

In  the  MS.  entitled  the  Red-Book  of  the  Earl  of  Kikiaie,  (com- 

anuaicated  to  me  by  the  condescension  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Lein- 

ster)  I  have  seen  a  commission,  7  Hen.  VIIi.  to  GleraUl  earl  of  Kil- 

dare  to  hold  a  parliament;  with  the  bills  lo  be  pasHed  segulariy  and 

'  formally  drawn  up,  and  beginning  in  the  usual  style,  PaATRN  xre 

'  Commons,  dec.     The  commission  directs  that  the  pmiiament  should 

treat  on  ttwi  hills  transmitted  and  none  others^  '^  super  suhsequentibus 

'^luticulis — BT'NON  ALUs; — juxta  formam  oommissam,  vt  kon 

[  "  AUTSR.'*    By  such  restrictions  it  seems  plainly  intimated^  that 

[  the  parliament  might  otherwise  not  confine  themselves  to  die  bills 

'  transmitted.    Nor  do  we  find  such  restrictioos.  always  enfonsed  with 

tlie  some  rigour;  for  we  have  the  king's  commission  to  Sir  Anthony 

Saint  Lcger  (32  Hen.  VIII.)  to  summon  a  parlament  for  treaiiag 

on  certain  articles  and  provisions  now  transmitted,  and  on  sui£ 

^others,  as  shall  be  hereafter  sent,  when,  and  as  often  as  during  the 

session  of  said  parliament,  it  shall  seem  expedient  to  the  crown» 

^Rym.  torn.  XIV.  p.  715.) 

Such  were  the  variations  in  die  nsaea  of  Irish  parlianMnta,  which 
produced  the  net  of  3d.  and  4th  Phil,  and  Marv,  **  declaring  how 
Poyning!^  ecte  shall  be  exponed  and  taken.''  (Vol.  II.  p.  213.  Irish 
Stauv.  Lp.  940.)  It  declared  the  chief  govcmoF  and  council  em* 
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poweicd,  dacmg  tbesaasicii  of  efaryparliamentyto  cerfSfy  tudiodier 
cauMSy  considmtioiis,  ftc.  a*  they  think  expedient;  which  had 
alnady  been  the  mctioe  in  some  instanoes.  But  it  dedared  aleo^ 
that  no  other  acta  but  thoeo  tcanamitted,  either  before  or  during  tbm 
tesaion,  could  b&  enacted  by  the  parliament,  ^ua  expressly  deny* 
ing  thein  the  liberty  they  had  sometimes  assumed,  and  confining 
them  within  stricter  boanda  than  they  had  hitherto  uniformly  ob« 


It  appeals  extraordinary,  that  this  enlanatorj  law  should  be 
entirely  overlooked  so  early  as  the  deventh  year  of  SUzabeth;  and 
that  tlie  act  of  Poynings*  ahould  be  interpc«ted  ivthe  most  rigorona 
sense,  aa  prechiding  the  Irish  ^rliament  from  establishiiig  any  mo- 
visions,  mit  those  which  had  been  certified  and  transmitted  previous 
to  their  assemUing.    Yet  this  we  find  to  be  the  case  from  the  reci- 
tal of  a  statute  made  in  this  year.     (Irish  Stat  vol.  L  p.  321.)     It  * 
is  scarcely  credible  that  Sidney  and  his  council  could  be  ignorant  of 
the  explanatory  law :  but  it  is  not  impossible^  that  they  might  havo 
designedly  overlooked  it,  in  order  to  state  the  necessity  of  suspend- 
ing Poyninss'  law  to  the  queen  in  the  stronm^  lig^t.    But  howe^ 
er  this  may  be,  we  have  seen  in  the  reign  of  EKzaiMth  that  govern- 
ment repeatedly  contended  for  an  occasional  suspension  of  this  fa-* 
mouslaw;  that  the  people  were  alarmed  at  such  attempts;  that  they 
dreaded  the  power  of  a  chief  governor,  supported  by  a  smril  par« 
liament  composed  chi^y  of  his  own  creatures:    and  that  tney 
considered  a  strict  adherefioe  to  the  statute  of  Poynings  as  the  great 
secilrity  of  the  subject.    As  the  business  of  Irish  legislation  grew 
more  important,  and  the  parliaments  more  respectable  by  the  en- 
creasing  numbers  of  the  commons,  men's  ideas  changed  gradually. 
Lord  Strafford  recommendato  hismaster,th  at  ihc^revioua  allowance 
of  law^io  be  propounded  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  should  be 
**  held  as  a  sac^ea  prGvogative,  not  to  be  departed  from,  in  no  piece 
'•  to  be  broken  or  infnn^."  (See  Strafibrd's  Lett.  Jan.  22,  1633.) 
We  shall  find  him  severailly  rebuking  die  principal  lords  of  Ireland, 
when,  agreeably  to  ancient  usage,  Uiey  desired  to  confer  with  the 
council,  on  the  laws  to  be  propounded  in  his  parliament     But  if  he 
was  imperious,  the  subjects  ot  Ireland  were  more  considerab  e  than 
heretofore,  and  more  jealous  of  the  power  of  Uie  crown.     In  the 
reign  of  James,  the  commons  occasionally  claimed  the  right  of  be- 
ing at  least  <*  remembrancers*'  to  the  council  of  such  laws  as  were 
fit  to  be  propounded.    (See  Irish  Com.  Jour.  vol.  I.  p.  47.)    After 
the  fall  of  Strafford,  they  proceeded  yet  farther.    They  claimed  and 
established  the  right  of  preparing  what  are  called  Hsads  op  Bills 
in  their  own  house,  and  presenting  them  to  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil for  transmission.    Thus  we  see  the  present  progress  of  an  Irish 
law.     Heads  of  a  bill  are  framed  in  either  house  of  parliament,  pre- 
sented to  the  chief  governor  and  council;  formed  into  a  law  and 
returned  from  ESngland  under  the  great  seal;  propounded  in  parlia- 
ment, passed  by  the  houses,  and  established  by  the  royal  assent,  pro- 
nouQcra  by  the  chief  governor. 
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